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TABLE 1: MONTHLY CONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS
BY MAJOR GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100)
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996

llgioaal) Jlad 4 gl Luld) 691 i1 Jsaa
(100=11/95 (bl 18) Apousi I FEN) sl conen

1996 Jg o5 —Jgf Crpdi o gD

All Items Index plall ulidl) 28,0 Jerusalem ) Gaza 536 West Bank Al ddal
Major groups dsh st | M oupdn | ded o | dol s | o | dd e | dd sl | londs | d ol | d asils | R cuuda | Jgl cuod Lo ) 3R alod)
Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 [ Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 Nov.1996 Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996
Food 107.36 108.20 | 109.64 107.30 108.19 109.99 111.45 111.30 111.61 108.62 109.16 | 109.39 A o sl
Beverages and Tobacco 111.04 110.03 109.65 112.89 112.89 112.55 110.18 107.64 107.35 108.79 108.48 | 108.46 il g by il
Textiles, clothing and footwear 109.55 106.71 107.38 106.64 106.46 106.30 114.47 108.56 109.92 108.14 108.11 109.24 03V 5 Gkl 5 diady)
Housing 103.96 105.77 | 103.48 101.05 102.23 101.05 105.39 105.88 102.30 105.28 107.68 | 106.98 e e g (Susal)
Furniture, household goods & services 108.76 106.50 106.32 106.64 105.10 104.83 109.98 107.76 106.73 106.94 104.21 | 104.87 A i) cleaddl 5 bl 5 EEY)
Transport and communications 108.73 109.02 108.35 104.70 105.02 105.76 107.42 107.38 106.45 109.84 110.02 | 108.91 aYla! 5 Jaill
Education 107.64 | 107.73 | 108.22 102.47 102.46 | 102.95 108.35 108.33 109.48 106.46 106.53 | 106.61 adaill Cilara
Medical care 112.44 | 111.50 | 111.60 104.80 104.96 | 105.89 107.58 107.38 106.01 118.45 116.54 | 116.44 Tl e
Recreational and cultural goods & services 103.29 100.99 101.43 103.14 101.85 101.93 103.44 100.41 101.51 100.59 100.79 | 101.18 Lgad il lasad) 5 bl
Miscellaneous goods and services 107.48 106.29 105.37 103.36 103.28 102.88 111.68 109.39 108.33 108.96 105.79 | 104.85 de st cilead g ol
All-Items consumer price index 108.04 107.90 | 108.27 106.09 106.39 | 107.13 110.18 109.13 108.88 108.65 108.55 | 108.58 [ cllgiceall jlacy alall il a3,
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TABLE 2.1: MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS Algiall Jl 4y gl dpuddl) B Y :1.2 Jgaa

BY FOOD GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100) (100=11/95 o) g Aial) 3 gal) Cle gana
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996 1996 J4f osils —Jgf st o iU
Groups All-Item Index alall bl 30 Jerusalem ) Gaza 83 West Bank Ay A A ) Al cle gana

def osis | Aot | df s | dsfosis | okl | dd oasds | dsfosis | A ondl | dd oadi | s osis | A ond | dd e

Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 [ Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996
Food 107.36 108.20 109.64 107.30 108.19 109.99 111.45 111.30 111.61 108.62 109.16 109.39 B A gall
Cereals and its products 106.11 106.19 110.73 114.58 115.12 117.71 98.52 98.61 109.63 109.67 109.57 110.91 Wilaiiag gl
Meat, Poultry & Fish 110.51 111.20 108.38 107.90 107.10 103.85 118.59 118.76 117.06 112.35 112.36 109.48 laud) g Gl gall g o gadl
Meat 109.28 109.56 110.11 105.56 104.38 104.38 112.62 113.13 116.40 111.60 111.78 111.14 asall
Fresh meat 108.89 108.83 109.87 105.70 104.26 104.26 112.76 112.90 117.72 110.68 111.14 110.88 da b ol
Frozen meat 110.71 116.49 116.85 105.63 105.63 105.63 107.21 112.42 112.42 108.82 108.11 109.29 Blana ol
Canned meat 115.73 115.13 111.28 107.91 107.91 107.91 113.64 113.64 107.95 126.00 124.00 118.25 dles osal
Other meat 103.47 103.16 102.62 95.50 95.50 95.50 118.52 116.36 114.38 106.06 106.08 105.06 s A asal
Poultry 110.90 112.79 105.16 112.99 112.99 101.32 106.86 113.44 108.25 114.84 114.81 108.87 ol sl
Fish 116.04 113.63 112.95 108.53 107.87 109.69 179.90 157.07 149.33 104.10 103.09 101.36 ey
Milk products and eggs 118.41 120.22 120.02 119.17 120.10 120.30 116.87 119.04 118.49 115.07 116.51 116.16 ol s Gy Cladia
Milk 115.70 116.74 117.54 109.82 112.56 112.63 118.41 120.91 123.00 115.10 114.82 115.34 culall
Milk products 126.83 128.09 127.50 128.58 128.58 128.93 126.42 125.85 123.17 119.17 118.69 118.38 sl Slaig
Eggs 107.92 111.47 110.78 109.09 109.09 109.09 106.27 110.81 109.95 108.03 114.67 113.28 sanl
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TABLE 2.1 (CONTINUED): MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS

BY FOOD GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100)
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996

llgioeal) jlaud 4y jedd) Al A 1(a5l) 1.2 Jsaa
(100=11/95 bl ) N8 A gl Gl gana Cuwa
1996 S o548 —Jgf sl o gD

Groups All-Item Index pladl ouldll a3 Jerusalem ) Gaza B West Bank A Al dadl di Al Cle gana
Jf asits | o [ ddond | ne | o | ddouss | g s | GHous | ddond | g aae | o | dd oo
Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | poc1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | pec1o96 | Nov-1996 | Oct.1996 | poc199s | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996
Qils and fats 99.73 100.31 99.75 101.58 101.58 100.50 101.52 101.42 99.51 98.61 100.81 101.42 Gl g
Vegetable oils 99.76 100.38 99.63 101.63 101.63 100.47 101.46 101.38 99.36 98.59 100.94 101.36 Al @
Fats 92.32 99.42 101.28 98.88 98.88 102.18 102.38 102.13 101.79 98.75 99.16 102.18 Gsall
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TABLE 2.1(CONTINUED): MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS Alginall Jlad Ay pgdd) dpulidl) A8 Y s () 1.2 Jsan

BY FOOD GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100) (100=11/95 ubuad) jg) A5 3 gall il gara cousn
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996 1996 Jf oS —Jgf st o g
Groups All-Item Index alall bl a3, Jerusalem a8 Gaza B & West Bank A A a,yag.a ) AN ale gana
dol asis | o | o | ddosis | o | dd o | ddosls | o | dd o | s osls | o | dd ok
Dec.1996 Nov.1996 Oct.1996 Dec.1996 Nov.1996 Oct.1996 Dec.1996 Nov.1996 Oct.1996 Dec.1996 Nov.1996 Oct.1996
Fruits and vegetables 105.22 106.82 112.88 99.15 104.17 114.40 119.65 118.55 112.39 107.51 107.74 110.74 il jall g <l g uaddl g 4S) odl)
Fruits 112.48 110.32 122.25 103.00 108.17 122.25 139.07 135.98 128.85 111.01 108.57 112.15 As) 5l
Fresh fruit 112.20 109.36 124.78 100.66 107.46 126.71 144.67 140.98 132.12 111.32 108.31 113.09 EENSR Lt
Dried fruits 106.79 101.62 105.43 83.92 83.92 83.26 137.29 136.37 135.23 113.03 98.28 111.23 dding 4S8
Nuts 114.35 114.71 113.23 113.59 113.58 112.51 113.51 113.05 113.43 108.99 110.29 108.01 Ol e
Tinned fruit and Juice 109.94 128.90 127.22 108.22 108.22 105.98 125.54 121.80 121.94 121.86 123.27 120.01 b Jnac 5 Ao a8
Vegetables 99.48 104.06 105.46 95.23 100.08 106.10 105.30 105.67 100.23 104.76 107.09 109.64 <l g )
Fresh vegetables 99.28 105.19 106.45 93.05 101.15 108.90 107.63 107.25 100.37 106.26 109.12 110-89 dajl g s
Tinned vegetables 95.68 96.56 102.70 111.54 111.54 111.24 91.82 94.84 91.49 84.37 84.59 103.82 Alre Ol 5y
Frozen vegetables 96.56 100.41 96.21 103.38 103.38 103.38 92.71 105.13 104.93 94.91 95.60 86.53 Baane O gl
Dried vegetables and pulses | 102.71 99.70 101.07 102.55 88.10 85.70 99.39 100.75 101.31 102.97 102.29 105.06 Aolrag Adiaa Jgiyg o g pad
Dried pluses 97.80 98.17 100.12 96.76 96.76 101.40 98.76 99.72 100.23 98.12 98.31 98.64 ddiae J 4
Dried vegetables 211.71 229.57 206.86 176.47 177.94 117.65 158.40 204.54 204.54 148.66 148.66 182.35 ddine O 5l
Tinned pulses 108.57 97.35 98.53 97.97 69.49 68.59 101.70 103.91 105.13 108.59 106.70 112.09 Al J 4
Potatoes and other tubers 98.99 112.25 117.04 104.99 103.77 115.32 101.20 119.19 112.92 90.58 99.05 93.74 byl
Sugar and sugar products 94.63 94.49 96.28 100.31 99.08 99.19 92.61 92.77 95.57 93.04 94.03 96.20 4 Sl cilatially Sad)
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TABLE 2.1 (CONTINUED): MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS

BY FOOD GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100)
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996

Algriaeal) e Ay yedd) Laldl) A3 ) (&) 1.2 Jgas
(100=11/95 abud) %) Al 3 gl Cile gana un
1996 Jsi ¢sils —Jy) croda e g

Groups All-Item Index alal) @) 2350 Jerusalem ) Gaza 838 West Bank iy A i z—gu,,\.' DY) AN cle gaxa
ddasils | o | dd s | dfasils | Mond | Jdous | ddasils | Mond | ddous | ddosils | o | Jef e
Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996
Tea, cofee and cocoa 113.97 114.48 114.96 113.39 113.41 113.21 121.21 122.77 122.15 110.05 109.88 111.77 Sl g ol g L&Y
Spices, salt and other foods | 121.60 118.56 116.94 109.02 108.95 109.93 128.48 121.30 124.07 124.27 124.52 119.96 s AY) LY 5 glal g S s
Spices 106.83 106.88 106.25 105.96 106.67 105.99 105.19 103.84 108.71 109.10 108.98 106.52 i s
Table salt 106.23 104.88 108.94 93.33 90.00 100.00 125.00 125.00 125.00 105.83 105.83 105.83 pladall Lo
Other foods 125.92 122.14 119.71 110.34 110.34 111.05 131.98 123.37 126.10 130.09 130.45 124.81 Al el
Meals a way from the home 106.22 105.79 106.64 101.63 101.63 101.63 108.17 106.27 106.27 116.75 116.39 119.26 daall 7 s Gl s
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TABLE 2.2: MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS

BY BEVERAGES & TOBACCO GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100)
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996

Slgioaall el 4 il Al Al 2.2 Jgaa
(100=11/95 o) )g.dn) &l g il g pial) Cle gana G
1996 Jsf ¢isilS —Jgh (i o gt

Groups All-Item Index alall bl 23,0 Jerusalem ) Gaza 538 West Bank iy A i z—gu,,u DY AN cle gaxa
Jof sl | o | defcpods | Jefasils | o | dd oasis | dd ot | Qo | def cpods | Jdasils | o | dd e
Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 [ Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 [ Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996
Beverages & tobacco 111.04 110.03 109.65 112.89 112.89 112.55 110.18 107.64 107.35 108.79 108.48 108.46 &l g il g pial)
Beverages 112.93 112.85 112.56 116.95 116.95 116.30 104.73 104.56 105.10 109.72 109.97 109-46 il g peall
Soft drinks 113.07 112.98 112.68 117.11 117.11 116.45 104.73 104.54 105.10 109.89 110.12 109.59 AR5 Aada el iy il
Alcoholic drinks 109.50 109.72 109.51 112.48 112.48 112.19 0.00 0.00 0.00 106.69 107.13 107.05 A gl g )
Tobacco & cigarettes 110.48 109.20 108.79 110.86 110.86 110.67 111.27 108.25 107.80 108.50 108.01 108.15 Aol g aal)
Cigarettes 110.45 109.16 108.73 110.86 110.86 110.67 111.34 108.30 107.87 108.37 107.88 108.01 Sl
Tobacco products 112.96 112.40 112.94 100.00 100.00 100.00 106.97 105.02 103.21 117.66 118.05 118.38 E clatie
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TABLE 2.3: MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS

BY THE TEXTILES, CLOTHING & FOOTWEAR GROUPS BASE MONTH 11/95=100)
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996

llginal) e 4 il dualdl ol ¥ :3.2 Jan
(100=11/95 (b} ,gd) 3aY) 5 Gudlal) g LiadY) Cle gara Gua
1996 Jsi osils —Jyf Cudd o gl

Groups All-Item Index plad) () 230 Jerusalem ) J8f Gl 5 West Bank Al daal M i é&j‘ﬂ cle gana
Jdo asils | o | Jd Jdo asils | Mo | Jd Jdof asils | o | Jd o Jdo asils | Mo | Jd s
Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 0Oct.1996 Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 Oct.1996 Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 0Oct.1996 Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 Oct.1996
Textiles, Clothing & Footwear | 109.55 106.71 107.38 106.64 106.46 106.30 114.47 108.56 109.92 108.14 108.11 109.24 LdaY) g Gudleall g Adiady)
Textiles & clothing 106.98 103.64 104.40 102.90 102.67 102.57 111.92 104.88 106.38 105.91 106.49 107.68 oDkl 5 sady)
Texiles 105.87 103.43 101.08 101.91 98.74 100.62 115.64 114.31 107.68 101.41 97.81 94.94 Ay
Ready made clothing 106.94 103.56 104.38 102.89 102.68 102.57 111.79 104.58 106.28 105.82 106.54 107.78 5 oaladl Gkl
Tailoring 110.20 108.04 108.44 104.00 103.33 103.33 114.79 110.75 110.91 114.15 110.92 113.03 Al 5 Juadl
Footwear 117.98 116.80 117.18 121.54 121.54 121.15 124.63 123.21 123.96 114.85 112.99 110.82 Ay
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TABLE 2.4: MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS

BY THE HOUSING SERVICES GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100)
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996

llgtisall jland Ay el Al A2 4.2 Joa
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1996 Jy Cisis —Jy Cusdis a sgdd

Groups All-Item Index alall bl a3, Jerusalem i) Gaza B West Bank dn A dsal :\,,\u.-,l-‘l D) AN ale gana
ddasils | B | dd s | did oS | QSBons | dd o | dd oS | Gboss | dd o | ddosls | QSbousss | Jd e
Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 0Oct.1996 Dec.1996 Nov.1996 0Oct.1996 Dec.1996 Nov.1996 0Oct.1996 Dec.1996 Nov.1996 0Oct.1996
Housing Services Group 103.96 105.77 103.48 101.05 102.23 101.05 105.39 105.88 102.30 105.28 107.68 106.98 Adla e g (ySial)
House Rents 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 CShusall sl
Fuel and power 105.74 108.37 105.04 102.74 105.84 102.74 107.16 107.82 103.06 107.40 110.77 109.78 Bl g a8 4l
Water charges 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 clall s
Other housing services 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 G S Dled
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TABLE 2.5: MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS

BY THE FURNITURE & SERVICES GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100)
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996

lgioal) Jland A gl Ll HB ) :5.2 Jgsa

(100=11/95 o) )g.dn) a0 el claadldl g &) S cle gane
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Groups All-Item Index alall bl 23,0 Jerusalem i) Gaza 3  West Bank i Al L zgu;u DY) AN cle gaxa
dof osils | 6 cupi [ dof s [ dof csils | 6 cup | Jo coodi | Jof osils | B coudi | O cusdi | Jf oS [ A casdi | ol e
Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 [Dec.1996 |Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 |Dec.1996 [Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 |Dec.1996 |Nov.1996 | Oct.1996
Furniture & household goods & services 108.76 | 106.50 | 106.32 | 106.64 | 105.10 | 104.83 | 109.98 | 107.76 | 106.73 [ 106.94 | 104.21 104.87 AL sial claadd g el &Y
Furniture and carpet 105.69 103.31 104.16 | 10457 | 102.79 | 103.34 | 108.17 | 106.41 108.32 | 100.64 96.90 96.92 Sl 5 &Y
Household textiles and other furnishings 110.88 109.11 106.63 | 11531 | 110.87 108.84 | 116.93 114.84 112.82 | 105.67 | 105.92 103.89 A el &l peaill y e guiall
Household appliances 106.35 104.20 103.78 | 101.79 | 101.04 | 101.03 | 107.54 | 103.33 | 101.79 | 105.50 | 103.76 103.73 A yial 3 3eaY)
Household utensils 118.26 115.45 113.78 | 11657 | 11508 | 112.14 | 121.01 | 11669 | 111.54 | 121.04 | 118.93 117.98 A Jie 53l 5
Household operations 111.37 109.55 109.51 | 11038 | 109.36 | 109.26 | 10834 | 108.18 | 10450 | 113.73 | 110.14 114.11 e Juel 5 23l o
Household services 103.69 103.53 103.49 | 101.77 | 101.77 | 101.77 | 100.06 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.63 | 100.24 100.13 Al cileasl)
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TABLE 2.6: MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS

BY THE TRANSPORTANT AND COMMUNICATION (BASE MONTH 11/95=100)
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996

llgional) jlaey 4y gdd) Ll o8 Y 6.2 Jg2a
(100=11/95 (ulu) jg) LaN) 9 JAll cle gada
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dof oS | Ao | dof ol | dol csis | A o | dol ds | d sl | okl | dsf ol | dd oS | A ol | dof cnsda
Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996
Transport and communication 108.73 109.02 108.35 104.70 105.02 105.76 107.42 107.38 106.45 109.84 110.02 108.91 clad) g Jadll
Personal transport equipment 100.06 99.97 100.03 100.03 99.96 99.96 100.14 | 100.08 100.15 100.05 99.96 100-05 dpad dl) Jal) Sl
Operation of personal transport equipment 121.61 122.61 120.45 113.85 114.90 117.06 123.66 | 123.59 120.54 124.11 124.74 121.10 Apaddl Jal) il g Juadss
Purchaesed transport 106.16 106.16 106.16 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 106.25 106.25 106.25 Aalad) Jall cleas
Communication 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 LAt
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TABLE 2.7: MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS

BY THE EDUCATION GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100)
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996
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ddasils | o | ddoua | ddasils | Mond | Jddous | ddosils | Mond | ddous | ddosils | o | Jef oo
Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | 0ct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | 0ct.1996 | Dec.1996 | Nov.1996 | Oct.1996
Education 107.64 107.73 108.22 102.47 102.46 102.95 108.35 108.33 109.48 106.46 106.53 106.61 ﬁw\ Cladd
School fees 112.79 112.67 112.67 108.48 108.47 108.47 114.27 113.62 113.61 108.81 108.81 108.81 el o s
Education equipmant 104.13 104.36 108.52 | 109.48 109.48 112.47 102.95 103.77 107.74 101.35 101.36 106.86 dsadas & 5
Other education services 102.81 103.12 102.27 97.93 97.93 97.93 101.54 101.90 102.08 105.64 105.83 103.73 dc il alad Ciladd
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TABLE 2.8: MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS

BY THE MEDICAL CARE GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100)
FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996
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do osis | s | dd o | dfosls | o | Jdd o | ddosls | od | s cesds | i asils | lomds | g cuds
Dec.1996 Nov.1996 Oct.1996 Dec.1996 Nov.1996 Oct.1996 Dec.1996 Nov.1996 Oct.1996 Dec.1996 Nov.1996 Oct.1996
Medical care 11244 | 11150 | 11160 | 10480 | 10496 | 10589 | 107.58 | 10738 | 106.01 | 11845 | 11654 | 116.44 Laal dde )
Services of Physicians 115.32 113.24 113.16 113.66 113.66 113.66 108.85 108.38 108.38 122.32 115.79 115.41 el Glaxd
Hospital care 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 [LRE RN LRDREN
Medical & pharmaceutical products 113.75 113.30 113.72 102.22 102.54 104.37 105.92 106.57 104.39 121.67 121.78 122.51 AV apall 5 ddall cilatiall
Other medical care 118.12 116.33 114.94 111.73 111.73 111.73 118.27 112.05 112.05 129.81 129.82 124.61 i giie Aph Slead
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TABLE 2.9: MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS Algiall Jl 4y gl dpuddl) A8 Y :9.2 Jgaa

BY RECREATION & CULTURE GOODS AND SERVICES GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100) (100=11/95 (nulud) ) AEE g dagud i) claddl) g alud) Cle gara Gun
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Dec.1996 [Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 |Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 [Dec.1996 |Nov.1996 | Oct.1996 | Dec.1996 |Nov.1996 [ Oct.1996
Recreation & Culture goods and services | 103.29 | 100.99 | 101.43 [ 103.14 | 101.85 | 101.93 [ 103.44 | 100.41 | 101.51 [ 100.59 | 100.79 | 101.18 J8EEY o dgd Y claadl) L

Recreationel goods 103.21 100.94 | 101.43 | 103.32 | 101.94 101.94 | 103.12 | 100.40 101.58 | 100.31 100.58 101.02 L U ol

Recreational & cultural activities services 104.10 | 101.43 | 101.43 | 101.83 | 101.14 | 101.84 [ 108.59 | 100.44 | 100.44 | 103.01 | 102.62 [ 102.62 3 AE) 5 dpgd Al cleadll
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TABLE 2.10: MONTHLY NCONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS
BY THE MICALLANEAUS GOODS AND SERVES GROUPS (BASE MONTH 11/95=100)

FOR MONTHS OF OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1996
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Preface

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has been working since June,
1995 on identifying a standard consumer basket of goods for West Bank and Gaza
Strip. Data collection of prices is now a standard exercise within the activities of
PCBS. Within this exercise, prices and costs of approximately 1,200 items and
services are being monitored and recorded regularly to examine the changes in prices
on regular periods. Upon the completion of the currently underway Palestinian
Expenditure and Consumption Survey (PECS), a set of weights which are needed for
the derivation of CPI will be produced. Accordingly, a Palestinian Consumer Price
Index (PCPI) which is based on a representative list of consumer goods, and their
weights will be published utilizing a full year of data collection on Palestinian
expenditure.

The standard practice for CPI production suggests that we wait till the end of 1996
before publishing the first CPI. This is due to the lack of enough data on prices and
weights. It is a normal practice to calculate CPI on the bases of average prices for a
base year and weights derived from data collection on a full year of household
consumption and expenditure. However, while recognizing this fact, we have decided
to start producing CPI using the average prices for only one month (Nov. 1995) as a
base period, and weights based on consumption and expenditure for three months
(Oct.-Dec., 1995). We will continue updating the weights and prices over the next
few months through expanding the base period for each. This process will culminate
in producing CPI which is based on a full year for each element.

The PCPI program is carried out by Mr. Mahmoud Al-Qayya (Director, Consumer
Price Index), Mr. Mohammad Abdul-Latif (Assistant to the director) and a group of
twelve field workers. Draft versions of this publication have been reviewed by Dr.
Hazem Shunnar (Director General, Economic Statistics). Secretarial duties were
carried out by Hunayda Hashash. The contribution of the above mentioned colleagues
is acknowledged.

This publication includes calculated CPI for December, 1996. Researchers and
interested readers are encouraged to provide comments and suggestions on this
modest experience in order that PCBS makes use of them in developing the coming
issues of the CPI.

January, 1997 Dr. Hasan Abu Libdeh
President
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Introduction

Consumer Price Index CPI is a statistical tool used for measuring changes in prices of
purchased goods and services during different temporal intervals. It is usually used is a tool
for;

1. Depicting changes in prices of goods and services and monitoring price trends, market
conditions and cost of living.

2. Identifying the purchasing power of money, which is inversely proportional with the
CPL.

3. Constructing national.

There should be a distinction between the CPI and the Retail Price Index. The former
examines changes in prices of goods and services included in the consumer basket, whereas
the latter measures changes in items included in retail trade.

Due to lack of data on prices of goods and services over a whole year, we have chosen to use
November, 1995 as the base month for the CPI series. However, we will continue expanding
the base period upon availabality of enough data till we manage to calculate an averge price
list for a full year. It is expected that CPI will be produced based on a full year of price
collection by the end of 1996. The CPI will be constructed using a consumer basket of 568
goods and services.

Selection of goods and services.

It was taken into account that goods selected for constructing CPI represent all price trends.
To facilitate compilation of data on prices of goods and services, items underwent
classification by purpose of expenditure. This process took place in accordance with UN-
SNA recommendations on CPI. The categories of classified goods and services are identified
as the consumer basket. The classification of items in the consumer basket is as follows:

1. Main groups (first level):
The first level comprises 10 main groups. These groups are;

1. Food products

2. Beverages & tobacco

3. Clothes, dresses and footwear

4. Housing services

5. Furniture and household utensils and operations
6. Transport and Communication

7. Education services

8. Health care

9. Recreation and cultural goods and services
10.Other goods and services

2. Groups (second level):



For the second level of the classification, each main group has been divided into a
number of subgroups. For instance, the main group “Food products” has been divided
into 9 subgroups, namely: Cereals and related products; poultry and fish; dairy and it
products; dairy and eggs, oils and fats; fruits and vegetables; sugar and confectionery;
tea, coffee, and cocoa; spices, salt and related products; and take-away meals.

3. Subgroups (third level):

Some groups have been divided into subgroups, e.g. “the group of meat, poultry and
fish” has been divided into 3 subgroups: meat group, poultry group, and fish group.
“Dairy products and eggs” has been divided into 3 subgroups, namely milk group, milk
products group and eggs group. With respect to fruits and vegetables group, it has been
divided into: fresh fruits, dried fruits, nuts, tinned fruits, fresh vegetables, dried and
frozen vegetables, legumes...etc. Such divisions were applied to groups consisting of
wide range of goods.

4. Materials (fourth level):
At the fourth level, the subgroups have been divided into materials. For example,
“Bread and cereals” has been divided into: rice, flour, bread, biscuit, spaghetti...etc.
“Meat”, on the other hand, has been divided into fresh meat, frozen meat, tinned
meat....etc.

5. Goods/Services (fifth and last level):
Types of detailed materials are considered goods with more meticulous details. Prices
of such goods shall be collected, and changes in their prices shall be detected. To cite
an example, there are two types of flour, local and imported.

Data collection

Data on prices are collected through visits conducted by well trained staff to different retail
markets and services centers in the Palestinian Territories. The interviewers were provided
with lists including all required items and data sources along with detailed descriptions of
goods and exporters’ addresses.

Three different prices are collected for food products within the same city and one or two
prices for the remaining goods in a way that makes it possible to monitor the fluctuations in
prices of goods and services. Prices for most products are collected on monthly basis, with
the middle of the month used as the reference period. Data on prices of fruits and vegetables
are collected on weekly basis, with Tuesday used as the reference period within each week.
This system of price collection allows for 35 different price entries for each item in the
“Food” group, and 25 different price entries in the remaining groups. A total of 1,500 data
sources are used for data collection of the prices used in this exercise.

Calculation of CPI

The CPI is calculated using Laspeyres equation. Laspeyres formula applies weighting
through base-period quantities that usually represent the value of expenditure from household

budget on goods and services during one complete year. The weights derived from this study
represent the monthly expenditure of 1,149 households in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

[12]



One third of the households were interviewed each month over the months of October,
November and December, 1995.
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Note To Users

1. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is usually produced based on weights that
are derived from an expenditure survey which extends over a whole
calendar year. The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has
started the implementation of such survey on October 1, 1995. 1t is
expected that field work will be over on September 30, 1996. However,
due to the urgent need for producing the CPI as soon as possible, and due
to fact that these weights will not be available till the end of 1996, we have
decided to calculate the weights from the result of the survey for the first
three months (Oct.-Dec. 1995). While using these weights, we will
continue our efforts to update them gradually till we obtain them from the
results of this survey over a whole year. We strongly advise users to treat
the resulting CPI with this fact in mind.

2. Prices of goods included in the consumer basket are collected in NIS The
average exchange rate of the US § for the period is as follows;

Month Average Exchange Rate ($1 =)
October, 1996 3.20 NIS
November, 1996 3.26 NIS
November, 1996 3.28 NIS




