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1. Introduction

Marriage is the union of man and woman as husband and wife. It has been customary in all religions and civilizations. It is the key to family formation, particularly in the societies, where having children out of wedlock is forbiden. 

The percentage of married and ever married women determines the percentage of women exposed to reproduction. Also, age at first marriage and the number of years spent in matrimony determine  span of reproduction. 

The influential factors in family formation include age at first marriage (early marriage), variations based on age and education among couples, polygamy, and marriage among relatives.

PCBS’ plan to maintain and update data on various indicators of the Palestinian society, which provide policymakers and planners with the necessary database to develop, putforward plans and strategies and policies to develop the Palastinian society, necessitated production of this report (family formation) presenting the influential factors as well as family structure in the Palestinian society. The report is based on the Health Survey 2000, which comprised a sample size 6,349 households, where 8,366 elligible women aged (15-49) years were interveiwed, it is also based on the Population, Housing, and Establishment Census 1997, where 556,329 elligible women aged (15-49) years were interveiwed, and the Demographic Survey 1995 which comprised            a sample 23,934 elligible women aged (15-49 years).

Objectives 

The report mainly aims at studying family formation in the Palestinian Territory and its determining factors (early marriage, marriage among relatives, and polygamy), in addition to shed lights on the characteristics of Palestinian households that influence their formation with comparison with societies of similar demographic and social characteristics.

Report Structure

This report contains nine parts including the introduction, marital status of women at reproduction age and attitudes toward marriage during the past five years. Furthermore, charactristics of never married women, education and its impact on attitudes toward marriage, and comparison of never married women in the Palestinian Territory with their counterparts in some Arab countries. Additionally, the report presents early marriage compared with Arab and foreign states, median age at first marriage and the influential facors; such as education, refugee status, and other issues, and presenting age differences among married couples according to education, type of locality, and refugee status. Polygamy and marriage among relations are also discussed in the final part of this report.             

2. Marital Status 

Table (1) shows that more than one third of women at reproduction age (15-49) years are single, 62% are married, while divorced or widowed stand at 1.4% each according to Health Survey 2000. The Population, Housing, and Establishment Census 1997 and the Demographic Survey 1995 reveals similar results.

Table (1) also shows a drop in the percentage of never married women as age  increases; henceforth, 82% of women aged (15-19) are still single, compared with 40% for those aged    (20-24) years. Moreover, the gradual drop in the percetage of single women is more apparent among those aged (40-44) years at only 10%, which means that 10% of women capable of reproduction are never married. In any case, similar results were noticed when prevailing attitudes with regard to marriage in the Palestinian Territory in both periods 1995 and 1997 when compared with results of 2000 with regard never married women.  

Table (1): Percentage Distribution of Women Aged (15-49) Years in the Palestinian Territory by Marital Status and Age

	Age
	Marital status
	Total

	
	Single
	Married
	Divorced
	Widowed
	

	2000

	15-19
	81.6
	18.4
	0.0
	0.0
	100

	20-24
	39.9
	58.6
	1.5
	0.0
	100

	25-29
	19.6
	78.5
	1.7
	0.2
	100

	30-34
	12.8
	84.4
	1.8
	1.0
	100

	35-39
	13.6
	82.9
	1.5
	2.0
	100

	40-44
	10.4
	81.1
	3.2
	5.3
	100

	45-49
	  9.5
	80.7
	1.7
	8.2
	100

	Total 
	35.0
	62.3
	1.4
	1.4
	100

	1997*

	15-19
	76.3
	23.4
	0.3
	0.0
	100

	20-24
	33.6
	65.2
	1.0
	0.2
	100

	25-29
	17.2
	80.9
	1.3
	0.6
	100

	30-34
	13.2
	84.1
	1.7
	1.0
	100

	35-39
	10.9
	85.4
	1.7
	2.0
	100

	40-44
	  8.3
	85.5
	1.9
	4.3
	100

	45-49
	  7.9
	82.5
	2.1
	7.5
	100

	Total 
	32.2
	65.3
	1.2
	1.3
	100

	1995**

	15-19
	76.0
	23.6
	0.3
	0.1
	100

	20-24
	36.2
	62.5
	1.0
	0.3
	100

	25-29
	20.2
	78.3
	1.1
	0.4
	100

	30-34
	16.8
	80.1
	1.5
	1.6
	100

	35-39
	12.3
	84.4
	1.4
	1.9
	100

	40-44
	  9.3
	84.1
	2.2
	4.5
	100

	45-49
	  7.9
	81.4
	2.1
	8.6
	100

	Total 
	34.3
	63.1
	1.1
	1.5
	100


*  Percentages have been redistributed after excluding (not stated) from the data

** Percentages have been redistributed after excluding (not stated, separated) from the data

Table (1) shows that early marriage in the Palestinian Territory is still widespread and stands at 18% among women aged (15-19) years compared to 24% and 23% in 1995 and 1997 respectively. Obviously, early marriage poses health risks and complications to mother and child during pregnancy and delivery. It also reduces the opportunities of further educational attainments of women, thus reducing their chances of being part of the labor force. Moreover, it raises fertility rates.

On the other hand, there is a drop in the percentage of married women aged (20-24) years to 59% in 2000, whereas it was 63% in 1995; such drop could be a result of more awareness and concern toward females’ education.

Figure (1): Percentage of Married Women (15-49) Years by Age group


[image: image2.wmf] 

23.6

62.5

80.1

84.0

18.4

58.6

81.1

84.4

0

40

80

15-19

20-24

30-34

40-44

Age

Percentage

1995

2000


Table (1) shows that there is a rise in the percentage of divorced and widowed women aged    (40-49) years to 9.5%. Noticeably, such percentage remains on the rise; for instance, in 1997, the percentage of divorced and widowed women aged (40-49) years was 7.8% and 8.7% in 1995. 

Table (1) shows also that 8-10% of women aged 40 years and over in the Palestinian Territory are single according to the results of  1995, 1997 and 2000 Surveys. Such percentage is high considering the lower percentages of Arab countries like Egypt where it stands at 1.5% and Jordan where the percentage stands at 4%.
  

Table (2): Percentage Distribution of Women Aged (40-49) Years by Marital Status and Background Characteristics

	Background characteristics
	2000
	1997
	1995

	
	Married
	Single
	Married
	Single
	Married
	Single

	Years of Schooling
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0-6
	41.8
	44.3
	36.4
	36.2
	59.0
	57.2

	7-9
	25.5
	17.2
	25.1
	21.7
	16.7
	14.7

	10-12
	24.2
	24.4
	27.0
	24.5
	17.3
	15.6

	13+
	08.4
	14.1
	11.7
	17.5
	  7.0
	12.5

	Employment status
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Employed
	9.1
	29.3
	 9.0
	27.1
	 7.9
	23.6

	Unemployed (ever worked) 
	0.5
	  4.8
	 0.1
	01.3
	 0.1
	  0.5

	Unemployed (never worked
	90.4
	65.9
	90.9
	71.6
	92.0
	75.9


3. Never Married Women 

Table (3) shows a gap in the percentage of never married women among the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 2000. The percentages stand at 36% for the West Bank and 33% for Gaza Strip. However, the data in table (3) show that the gap was wider in 1995, according to the Demographic Survey of 1995, and stood at 37% in the West Bank and at 28% in Gaza Strip. Such decline in the gap among the two regions is might be referred to the noticeable drop in the averages of early marriage in Gaza Strip, where the percentage of never married among women aged (15-19) years increased from 70% in 1995 to 80% in 2000, and increased from 28% in 1995 to 39% in 2000 among women aged (20-24) years. 

Table (3) shows that the percentages of never married women were of non significant varaition  by type of locality, mainly it can not be noticed  among urban and rural women as it is known in other communities; this could be as a result of declining of differences in the characteristics of urban and rural populations in the Palestinian Territory, which is contrary to the cases of Arab countries where the percentages of never married women are more apparent when rural and urban areas are compared.

Refugee status is a determining factor in the percentage of never married women, data show that 36% of refugee women are never married compared with 34% for non-refugee. The decline of percentages of married a mong refugee women is possibly due to a drop in the numbers of women entering the wedlock before turning 25 years; 84% of refugee women aged (15-19) years are never married compared with 80% for non-refugee. The percentage of never married women for women aged (20-24) years reaches 43% for refugee women and 38% for non-refugees.        

Table (3): Distribution of Never Married Women Aged (15-49) Years by Age and Background Characteristics

	Background characteristics
	Age
	Total

	
	15-19
	20-24
	25-29
	30-34
	35-39
	40-44
	45-49
	

	2000

	West Bank
	82.8
	40.7
	22.0
	14.8
	16.1
	12.3
	10.7
	36.0

	Gaza Strip
	79.6
	38.6
	14.6
	  8.6
	  8.5
	 6.4
	7.2
	33.1

	Type of locality
	

	Urban
	80.2
	37.8
	20.3
	11.6
	11.6
	10.9
	10.8
	34.3

	Rural
	84.9
	42.2
	21.7
	15.1
	17.7
	10.3
	8.8
	37.1

	Camp
	80.7
	43.0
	12.4
	12.3
	13.1
	8.6
	6.2
	33.5

	Refugee status
	

	Refugee
	84.3
	42.5
	19.3
	13.6
	13.3
	9.5
	 9.1
	36.2

	Non-refugee
	79.7
	38.1
	19.7
	12.3
	13.8
	11.0
	 9.8
	34.2

	Years of Schooling 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0-6
	73.8
	41.6
	24.3
	12.9
	11.3
	10.1
	8.8
	22.2

	7-9
	81.3
	20.1
	11.7
	  9.5
	10.9
	 6.4
	8.3
	35.5

	10-12
	82.8
	34.2
	15.8
	  9.8
	13.1
	11.2
	10.7
	38.5

	13+
	88.2
	71.4
	35.7
	22.2
	25.9
	21.3
	12.0
	44.7

	Total
	81.6
	39.9
	19.6
	12.8
	13.6
	10.4
	9.5
	35.0

	1997

	West Bank
	77.9
	35.0
	19.2
	15.0
	12.8
	9.4
	8.6
	33.4

	Gaza Strip
	73.5
	30.8
	13.6
	  9.9
	  7.2
	6.5
	6.7
	30.0

	Type of locality
	

	Urban
	75.0
	33.4
	16.3
	12.2
	10.1
	7.4
	8.0
	31.4

	Rural
	77.7
	33.5
	18.6
	14.3
	12.0
	9.2
	7.5
	33.2

	Camp
	77.2
	33.7
	17.2
	14.1
	11.2
	9.7
	8.0
	32.4

	Refugee status
	

	Refugee
	78.3
	36.0
	17.8
	13.8
	11.6
	8.9
	7.5
	33.6

	Non-refugee
	74.9
	32.0
	16.8
	12.8
	10.4
	8.0
	8.2
	31.3

	Years of Schooling 
	

	0-6
	67.8
	30.7
	19.4
	14.1
	10.7
	7.3
	6.2
	23.0

	7-9
	73.4
	19.7
	11.2
	  9.4
	 7.4
	6.3
	5.9
	33.2

	10-12
	79.6
	28.0
	12.2
	10.7
	 9.1
	7.7
	8.0
	36.2

	13+
	92.2
	67.2
	30.6
	17.8
	17.1
	14.6
	15.5
	39.0

	Total
	76.3
	33.6
	17.2
	13.2
	10.9
	 8.3
	7.9
	32.2

	1995

	West Bank
	78.7
	40.0
	23.0
	19.0
	13.6
	10.7
	8.8
	36.8

	Gaza Strip
	69.6
	27.5
	14.1
	11.6
	  8.8
	   6.2
	5.8
	28.4

	Type of locality
	

	Urban
	75.6
	39.5
	18.6
	16.8
	12.7
	10.0
	8.9
	34.2

	Rural
	76.3
	34.8
	21.2
	16.6
	10.8
	  7.9
	6.0
	34.4

	Camp
	75.3
	32.3
	21.0
	16.8
	13.5
	10.7
	9.1
	33.5

	Refugee status
	

	Refugee
	75.4
	36.3
	20.0
	16.3
	12.2
	  9.3
	8.4
	34.0

	Non-refugee
	76.1
	35.7
	20.1
	17.0
	12.1
	  9.2
	7.4
	34.2

	Years of Schooling 
	

	0-6
	73.6
	35.9
	22.5
	18.0
	12.1
	  7.9
	6.9
	23.1

	7-9
	73.7
	22.6
	13.5
	11.4
	10.0
	  7.1
	4.4
	37.0

	10-12
	77.8
	29.1
	16.8
	14.3
	  9.2
	10.0
	9.3
	37.8

	13+
	90.0
	69.4
	31.6
	25.8
	23.1
	19.7
	18.6
	44.0

	Total
	76.0
	36.2
	20.2
	16.8
	12.3
	  9.3
	7.9
	34.3


4. Impact of Education on Marriage Attitudes

Education plays a major role on delaying marriage, therefore, 22% of women who spent less than 6 years of schooling are never married compared with 36% of women who had spent 7-9 years in education and 39% of women who had spent 10-12 years of schooling are never married. Furthermore, 45% of women who had spent more than 13 years of schooling are never married. The Population, Housing and Establishment Census 1997 and the Demographic Survey 1995 revealed similar results.

Figure (2) shows the impact of education on delaying marriage since results indicate that the percentage of never married women rises with the level of educational achievement. However, percentages of women aged (45-49) years of the same marital status have not been affected by the educational level.

Figure (2): Percentage of Single Females by Age

and Years of Schooling, 2000
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Nevertheless, there is a high percentage of never married women aged up to 29 years who had completed more than 13 years years of schooling; this can be explained for that they are embodied in the fact that most of them are attending high education, yet the percentage remains high among those aged more than thirty years; this could be explained by understanding that women’s chances of getting married are decreased as age increased due to the fact that they spent long period in education, in addition to the fact that educated women expect more of a potential husband as their level of education increased.      

Figure (3): Never Married Women (15-24) Years by Age Group
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5. Ever Married Women in the Palestinian Territory and Arab countries
Comparing percentages of ever married women among the Palestinian Territory and selected Arab countries data in table (4) shows that 18% of the Palestinian women aged less than 20 years are ever married, such percentage is the highest among Arab countries excluding Yemen.  About 59% of women aged (20-24) years in the Palestinian Territory  are ever married which is among the highest in the Arab countries joined by Yemen and Oman at 73% and 61% respectively.

Table (4): Percentage of Ever Married women by Age: Selected Arab Countries

	Age
	Palestinian Territory (HS 2000)
	Yemen (DHS 1997)
	Saudi Arabia (FHS 1996)
	Oman (FHS 1995)
	Morocco (PAP Child 1996-1997)
	Lebanon (PAP Child 1996)
	Kuwait (FHS 1996)
	Jordan (DHS 1997)
	Egypt (DHS 2000)

	15-19
	17.8
	26.8
	  7.3
	15.4
	12.7
	  4.4
	  5.4
	  8.2
	11.9

	20-24
	59.0
	72.8
	40.2
	61.2
	39.2
	30.2
	42.0
	38.8
	54.4

	25-29
	79.8
	90.5
	78.1
	90.3
	58.9
	57.7
	71.9
	66.2
	83.8

	30-34
	87.3
	96.1
	93.2
	97.5
	75.4
	67.6
	83.2
	80.7
	93.9

	35-39
	87.4
	97.9
	97.3
	99.2
	88.5
	78.4
	88.7
	89.8
	97.0

	40-44
	90.2
	98.5
	98.4
	99.2
	93.0
	82.5
	92.8
	94.3
	98.2

	45-49
	90.9
	99.2
	98.4
	99.5
	96.6
	87.8
	94.9
	96.1
	98.5


It has been noticed that in the Palestinian Territory as well as Arab states listed in Table (4), the percentage of never married women drops with age, but it registerd 10% for women aged 40 years and over, which is rather high compared to the low percentages of Oman, Yemen, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia.  Lebanon has a similar high score and occupies the first rank among Arab countries followed by the Palestinian Territory and Jordan.

Figure (4): Percentage of Ever Married Women by Age: Selected  Arab Countries
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6. Early Marriage

Early marriage poses great health risks and can lead to pregnancy complications. Women who get married at an early age loose their chances of education and participation in labour force which increases the burdens to their husbands as well as deprive children of better upbringing.

Table (5) shows that high percentage of women aged (20-24) years are engaged in early marriages; 4% got married at an early age of less than 15 years, 29% were married before turning 18 years, and 48% entered married life before turning 20 years. Obviously, the figures indicate that early marriage is a widespread in the Palestinian Territory, which means that 1 out of 2 women aged (20-24) years
 get married before turning 20 years. If this pattern continues, fertility rates and dependency ratio will continue to rise. Thus increasing potential pregnancy complications among women and decreasing their chances of being more productive and independent. 

The same variation is persistent taking into account refugee status; 46% of women aged (20-24) years who got married at 15 or 18 years of age were refugee compared with 50% for non-refugee women. Education has its impact on marriage patterns in the Palestinian Territory where there is a sharp drop in the percentage of married women aged (20-24) at early ages 15,18 and 20 years as women education increases.  For instance, the percentage of married women aged (20-24)years who had completed 6 years of schooling married before turning 20 years was 52%, compared with only 11% among those who had spent 13 years of schooling.  However, results show that 74% of women aged (20-24)years who had completed 7-9 years of schooling got married before turning 20 years; this indicates that a high percentage of women in the Palestinian Territory married at this age which leads to reduce their chance in completing their education.

Table (5): Percentage of Women Aged (20-24) Years Who Got Married at 15, 18,

or 20 Years of Age by Background Characteristics

	Background characteristics
	Age at  first marriage

	
	15
	18
	20

	2000

	Region
	
	
	

	West Bank
	2.4
	27.3
	46.5

	Gaza Strip
	6.2
	31.8
	51.7

	Type of locality 
	 
	 
	 

	Urban
	4.5
	29.8
	51.5

	Rural
	1.9
	27.2
	44.6

	Camp
	4.3
	28.8
	44.1

	Refugee status
	 
	 
	 

	Refugee
	4.8
	29.3
	46.3

	Non-refugee
	2.9
	28.5
	49.8

	Years of Schooling 
	 
	 
	 

	0-6
	11.2
	40.4
	51.8

	7-9
	8.4
	57.3
	73.8

	10-12
	0.1
	22.2
	52.1

	13+
	0.0
	0.9
	10.7

	Total
	3.7
	28.9
	48.3

	1997

	West Bank
	1.8
	27.0
	46.5

	Gaza Strip
	4.4
	35.1
	55.1

	Urban
	3.5
	31.4
	50.9

	Rural
	1.8
	28.0
	48.0

	Camp
	2.3
	29.4
	49.1

	Refugee
	2.5
	28.8
	47.9

	Non-refugee
	3.0
	31.0
	50.9

	Years of Schooling
	
	
	

	0-6
	6.2
	40.3
	58.2

	7-9
	5.8
	54.0
	69.9

	10-12
	0.3
	21.9
	51.6

	13+
	0.0
	  1.0
	  8.0

	Total
	2.8
	30.0
	49.7

	1995

	West Bank
	1.5
	25.9
	45.9

	Gaza Strip
	4.8
	35.7
	57.7

	Urban
	2.5
	26.9
	47.8

	Rural
	2.9
	31.3
	50.6

	Camp
	1.9
	28.4
	51.1

	Refugee
	2.6
	27.3
	48.5

	Non-refugee
	2.5
	30.4
	50.6

	Years of Schooling
	 
	 
	 

	0-6
	4.8
	36.9
	54.0

	7-9
	5.6
	51.8
	67.4

	10-12
	0.6
	23.0
	55.4

	13+
	0.0
	  1.0
	  8.2

	Total
	2.6
	29.1
	49.7


Table (5) shows that the percentage of women aged (20-24) years who were married before turning 20 years did not prominently change in the past five years, as indicated in the results of the Population, Housing, and Establishment Census 1997 and the Demographic Survey 1995 where the figure was 49% for both years. Nonetheless, the figures for 2000 rose among women aged (20-24) years who got married before turning 15 years compared to 2.6% in 1995. Furthermore, variations are noticed according to type of locality and refugee status. Education also plays a role here since the percentage drops, depending on the years spent in education, were percentage of getting married before turning 20 years decreases as the level of education increases.

A study on early marriage based on data collected from 40 states, mostly developing countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America
, shows that marriage before turning 20 years is common and widespread.  Based on the study results, 60-92% of women aged (20-24) years in these continents got married turning twenty years. The majority of them were in Africa followed by Asia, North Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America. In contrast, Japan scored only 2%.

Figure (5): Women Aged (20-24) Years Who Got Married at 15, 18, or 20 Years
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Figure (5) shows a higher percentage of women in the Palestinian Territory who got married at 18 or 20 years compared to Arab countries excluding Yemen. However, the percentage drops among those getting married at the age of 15 years compared to Yemen, Egypt, and Sudan. 

7. Median age at First Marriage

Median age at first marriage is the age that divides ever married women into two equal groups; the first group consists of women who got married before it and the second group includes those who got married after becoming of such age. Marriage patterns in the Palestinian Territory, especially early marriage, do influence median age at first marriage but it is slightly influenced by age at first marriage. 

Table (6) shows that the median age at  marriage for women aged (20-49) years and (25-49) years in the Palestinian Territory is 20 years. The figure does not significantly vary compared to that of the Demographic Survey 1995. Moreover, there are no crucial variations on the median age at first marriage among women aged (20-49) years according to age, which is 21 years for women aged (20-24) years, while it drop 19.5 years for women aged (25-49) years. Median age at first marriage is around twenty years among the other age groups in the age category of 20-49 years in the Palestinian Territory.

Table (6): Median Age at First Marriage Among Women Aged (20-49) Years by Age  and Background Characteristics

	Background characteristics
	Age

	
	20-24
	25-29
	30-34
	35-39
	40-44
	45-49
	20-49
	25-49

	2000

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 West Bank
	21.3
	19.9
	20.8
	20.3
	19.8
	19.9
	20.4
	20.2

	Gaza Strip
	20.2
	18.8
	19.8
	19.6 
	19.5
	21.1
	19.6
	19.5

	Type of locality 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	19.9
	19.6
	20.3
	19.6
	19.6
	20.3
	19.8
	19.8

	Rural
	21.6
	19.8
	20.1
	20.3
	19.7
	20.1
	20.3
	19.9

	Camp
	21.7
	18.8
	21.0
	20.6
	19.8
	21.0
	20.2
	19.9

	Refugee status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Refugee
	21.6
	19.4
	20.6
	19.8
	19.9
	21.0
	20.2
	19.9

	Non-refugee
	20.3
	19.6
	20.2
	20.2
	19.6
	19.9
	19.9
	19.8

	Years of Schooling 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0-6
	20.5
	19.4
	19.3
	19.2
	18.8
	19.4
	19.3
	19.2

	7-9
	18.4
	18.3
	18.9
	18.7
	19.1
	19.5
	18.6
	18.7

	10-12
	19.9
	19.1
	20.2
	20.8
	21.0
	21.5
	19.9
	19.9

	13+
	

	24.9
	23.8
	24.4
	26.0
	25.2
	24.9
	24.5

	Total
	20.9
	19.5
	20.4
	20.0
	19.7
	20.4
	20.0
	19.9

	1995

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	West Bank
	20.9
	21.3
	21.1
	19.4
	19.7
	20.2
	20.2
	20.5

	Gaza Strip
	19.3
	20.1
	20.0
	19.5
	20.5
	20.7
	20.7
	20.1

	Type of locality 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	20.4
	20.3
	20.5
	19.5
	20.0
	20.5
	20.2
	20.1

	Rural
	20.0
	20.9
	20.4
	19.1
	19.7
	19.9
	20.0
	20.0

	Camp
	19.9
	21.7
	21.8
	20.4
	20.9
	21.3
	21.0
	21.4

	Refugee status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Refugee
	20.2
	21.3
	21.0
	19.7
	20.6
	20.8
	20.8
	20.8

	Non-refugee
	20.0
	20.6
	20.5
	19.3
	19.6
	20.1
	20.1
	20.0

	Years of Schooling 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0-6
	19.0
	19.6
	19.3
	18.7
	19.1
	19.4
	19.2
	19.2

	7-9
	18.6
	19.0
	18.8
	18.5
	18.9
	19.3
	18.9
	18.9

	10-12
	19.5
	20.7
	21.2
	20.5
	21.7
	22.9
	21.1
	21.1

	13+
	25.6
	24.2
	24.8
	26.1
	26.0
	26.8
	24.8
	24.8

	Total
	20.0
	20.9
	20.7
	19.5
	20.0
	20.4
	20.3
	20.3


Median age at first marriage noticeably varies when data of both regions are compared. It is higher in the West Bank than in Gaza Strip up to age 44 years, and then it becomes higher in the second region. Median age at first marriage of women aged (20-49) years is 20.4 years in the West Bank and 19.6 years in Gaza Strip. Such median age is almost the same when the comparison is based on type of locality where it registered 20.3 years, 19.8 years, and 20.2 years in rural, urban, and camps respectively. The same applies to comparing such data with the data of the Demographic Survey 1995 where urban and rural areas had the same median age at first marraige and refugee camps registered 21 years as a median age at first marriage. However, it varies when the comparison is based on refugee status where it is higher among refugee women than non-refugees, according to the data of the Demographic Survey 1995, while such relation is unclear in the data of 2000.

As for education, as it has been previously noticed, it influences the median age at first marriage among women aged (20-49) years but such influence is not so obvious among women aged 20-24 years. Median age at first marriage for women aged (25-29) years who had spent 6 years in education is 19 years. The figure clearly rises with the higher number of years spent in education to reach 25 years among women who were educated for more than 13 years of schooling. However, education seems less influential on the median age at first marriage among women aged (30-39) years compared with women aged (40-45) years where median age at first marriage among women of 6 years of schooling rose from 18.8 years to 26 years among those with 13 years of education. Finally, women who had completed 7-9 years of schooling registered a lower median age at first marriage than those who completed less than six years of schooling, which reflects the disharmony in the pattern of more education leading to a higher median age at first marriage. 

8. Median Age at First Marriage of the Palestinian Territory and Arab Countries

Table (7) shows that the median age at first marriage is low in the listed Arab countries particularly as age increases; it recorded the highest among women aged (20-24) years but dropped gradually to reach its lowest value among women aged (45-49) years. 

Table (7): Median Age at First Marriage by Age in Selected Arab Countries

	Age
	Palestinian Territory 2000
	Yemen 1997
	Saudi Arabia 1996
	Oman 1995
	Morocco 1996-97
	Lebanon 1996
	Kuwait 1996
	Jordan 1997
	Egypt 2000

	20-24
	20.9
	18.2
	---
	18.6
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---

	25-29
	19.5
	16.6
	17.3
	14.8
	23.8
	24.5
	21.2
	23.1
	20.8

	30-34
	20.4
	16.0
	15.8
	13.9
	22.2
	23.8
	20.5
	22.1
	19.9

	35-39
	20.0
	15.9
	15.1
	13.6
	19.7
	21.9
	20.1
	20.9
	19.0

	40-44
	19.7
	15.8
	15.0
	13.7
	19.4
	21.7
	18.8
	19.7
	18.7

	45-49
	20.4
	15.7
	15.0
	13.5
	18.5
	20.9
	18.2
	19.4
	18.1

	Total 
	19.9
	16
	---
	---
	18.8
	---
	---
	21.5
	18.5


---: Data not available          

The data of the Palestinian Territory do not show the same pattern of the aforementioned Arab countries where the median age at first marriage keeps dropping as age increases until the age of 29 years. Then, it starts rising to reach its peak in the age group (30-34) years and drops gradually but rises again among those aged (45-49) years. This means that the indicators of the Palestinian Territory are not similar to those of countries of similar conditions and population characteristics especially the neighboring Arab countries. This could be due to the widespread phenomenon of early marriage in the Palestinian society, where the percentage marriages before turning 20 years registered 48%, which is higher than the rest of Arab societies.

Furthermore, it has been noticed that median age at first marriage for those aged (45-49) years is 20.4 years in the Palestinian Territory, which is higher than the Arab countries listed in table (7) excluding Lebanon (20.9 years). It has also been noticed that there is a tendency among women of Arab countries to get married at an older age, whereas, in the Palestinian Territory, median age at first marriage remains almost fixed irrespective of age groups. In conclusion, median age at first marriage in the Palestinian Territory among women less than 40 years is rather low compared to Lebanon, Morocco, and Jordan.

Figure (6): Median Age at First Marriage by Age in Selected

Arab Countries
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Figure (6) shows that the median age at first marriage in the listed Arab countries is less than 19 years excluding the Palestinian Territory, Tunisia, and Jordan. 

9. Age Differences Among Spouses

It is customary for Arab men to search for younger wives. Age difference can have its toll on married life especially when it reflects a wide gap of thinking and life perspectives between married couples. 

Table (8) shows that approximately 7% of wives are older than their husbands. Alternatively, 77% of wives are 9 years younger than their husbands and 16% of women got married to men at least ten years older than themselves. The percentages, however, drop among older age groups where 12% of women aged (45-49) years got married to older men. On the other hand, the same percentage is almost absent in the age group (15-19) years. 

Table (8): Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged (15-49) years by Couples  Age Difference, Average Age Difference, and Background Characteristics 2000

	Background characteristics
	Older wife
	Age difference (years)
	Husbands’ age not mentioned
	Total
	Average age difference (years)
	No. of women

	
	
	0-4
	5-9
	10-14
	15+
	
	
	
	

	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15-19
	0.2
	23.5
	59.0
	14.6
	1.6
	0.9
	100
	6.8
	  351

	20-24
	1.9
	33.6
	48.4
	13.0
	2.3
	0.7
	100
	6.0
	  956

	25-29
	3.7
	41.3
	41.4
	11.5
	1.3
	0.8
	100
	5.3
	1,091

	30-34
	8.3
	43.5
	31.9
	11.2
	3.8
	1.2
	100
	5.0
	   971

	35-39
	10.0
	41.5
	30.7
	10.7
	5.7
	1.4
	100
	5.2
	   781

	40-44
	11.1
	39.2
	28.4
	12.2
	6.6
	2.4
	100
	5.5
	   575

	45-49
	12.4
	35.8
	31.0
	10.1
	9.0
	1.7
	100
	5.6
	   408

	Region
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	West Bank
	5.8
	36.0
	38.8
	13.5
	4.6
	1.3
	100
	5.7
	3,321

	Gaza Strip
	7.7
	43.0
	37.2
	8.6
	2.6
	1.1
	100
	5.4
	1,812

	Type of locality
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	Urban
	5.4
	36.6
	39.8
	13.1
	3.9
	1.2
	100
	5.0
	2,872

	Rural
	8.2
	40.2
	35.1
	10.8
	4.3
	1.5
	100
	5.9
	1,463

	Camp
	7.1
	41.7
	38.2
	9.0
	2.9
	1.1
	100
	4.8
	    798

	Refugee status
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	Refugee
	6.4
	41.1
	37.7
	10.8
	2.9
	1.2
	100
	5.2
	2,081

	Non-refugee
	6.5
	36.7
	38.6
	12.4
	4.5
	1.3
	100
	5.7
	3,052

	Years of schooling
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0-6
	8.6
	40.2
	32.6
	9.6
	7.2
	1.8
	100
	5.7
	1,253

	7-9
	4.8
	36.7
	41.4
	13.1
	3.0
	1.0
	100
	5.7
	1,575

	10-12
	5.6
	37.5
	41.5
	11.8
	2.3
	1.3
	100
	5.4
	1,726

	13+
	9.1
	42.0
	32.2
	12.7
	3.4
	0.6
	100
	5.0
	   579

	Total
	6.5
	38.4
	38.2
	11.8
	3.9
	1.2
	100
	5.5
	5,133


The percentages vary according to region, for instance, 8% of Gazan women got married to men older than themselves compared with 6% for the West Bank’s women. The percentages also vary according to the type of locality where 8% of rural females and 5.4% of urban women were married to men older than themselves. There are variations based on refugee status. Education, however, seems to have a hazy influence since the percentages rise among those of six years of education and drop among those of 7-12 years schooling. They rise again among women who had spent more than 13 years in education to 9%. 

Table (9) shows that education has a clear-cut impact on age differences between married couples where the percentage of educated women married to less educated and younger males is 48%, while the percentage decreased among younger and more educated males  which stand at 33%. 

Table (9): Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged (15-49) Years by Spouse Differences in Age and Number of Years of Schooling 2000

	Education
	Older wife
	Age difference (years)
	Total
	No. of women

	
	
	0-4
	5-9
	10-14
	15+
	
	

	Wife is more educated
	47.7
	37.9
	30.6
	24.3
	37.7
	34.1
	1,750

	Same level of education
	19.5
	18.7
	17.9
	13.4
	19.0
	17.9
	  916

	Husband is more educated (years)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1-2
	  9.0
	17.8
	19.1
	16.4
	6.0
	17.1
	  879

	3-4
	  9.5
	12.5
	15.9
	21.5
	15.3
	14.8
	  759

	5+
	14.3
	13.1
	16.4
	24.4
	 22.1
	16.1
	  828

	Total
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	 5,133


Table (9) shows the different levels of educational attainment among couples where 34% of women are more educated than their spouses whereas 48% of men are more educated than their wives and 18% of men got married to women sharing same level of education. The percentage of more educated wives than their husbunds increases among those less than 30 years compared to older women. Also, the percentages of Gaza Strip (of wives more educated than their husbands) are higher than those of the West Bank and higher in urban and camps than rural areas. 

Table (10): Distribution of  CurrentlyMarried Women Aged (15-49) Years by Differences in Number of Years of Schooling and Background Characteristics 2000

	Background characteristics
	More educated husband
	Same level of education
	Difference (years)
	Total (years)
	Average difference
	No. of women

	
	
	
	1-2
	3-4
	5+
	
	
	

	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15-19
	35.5
	19.8
	19.7
	14.1
	11.0
	100
	0.43
	  353

	20-24
	35.3
	18.9
	19.4
	13.9
	12.5
	100
	0.42
	  949

	25-29
	36.5
	17.6
	19.1
	13.6
	13.1
	100
	0.44
	  1,152

	30-34
	33.1
	16.5
	18.5
	15.7
	16.2
	100
	0.74
	  935

	35-39
	33.3
	16.6
	13.9
	16.9
	19.3
	100
	1.02
	  772

	40-44
	29.8
	18.1
	13.1
	18.2
	20.8
	100
	1.17
	  565

	45-49
	33.0
	19.6
	12.4
	10.1
	24.9
	100
	1.32
	  406

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	West Bank
	33.1
	18.0
	17.3
	14.8
	16.9
	100
	0.87
	3,319

	Gaza Strip
	36.0
	17.5
	16.9
	14.8
	14.8
	100
	0.47
	1,814

	Type of locality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	36.7
	18.5
	16.2
	14.5
	14.2
	100
	0.48
	2,865

	Rural
	28.6
	16.8
	19.6
	14.4
	20.5
	100
	1.32
	1,464

	Camp
	35.0
	17.5
	16.0
	16.6
	14.9
	100
	0.55
	   804

	Refugee status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Refugee
	36.9
	17.4
	16.2
	15.1
	14.4
	100
	0.43
	2,083

	Non-refugee
	32.2
	18.2
	17.8
	14.6
	17.3
	100
	0.93
	3,050

	Total 
	34.1
	17.9
	17.1
	14.8
	16.1
	100
	0.73
	5,133


Percentage of married couples who sharing the same levels of education does not vary significantly and stands at 17% among wives aged (30-34) years and 20% among wives aged (15-19) years and (45-49) years. The same is noticed for region, refugee status, and type of locality though it is slightly different among wives living in rural areas.

Generally, the difference in years of schooling among spouses that does not exceed one year 0.7 year has dropped from 1.3 year  for those aged (45-49) to 0.4 year for those aged (15-19) years. This indicates that the gap in the level of educational attainment among husbands and wives is being bridged and that education plays a role in choosing a spouse.

Average difference according to region is apparent and stands at 0.9 year on the West Bank and 0.5 year in Gaza Strip. It is also higher in rural areas than urban areas and camps, though it does not exceed one year. As per refugee status, the average drops among women refugees compared to a higher average among non-refugees.

10. Registered Marriage and divorce data

Annual marriage and divorce statistics reveals clearly the trends of marriage and divorce.  Registered data 1998 shows that high percentage of marriagees occurred between groom aged   20-29 years and bride aged 15-24 years.  Table (11) shows that 43% of marriages in 1998 age of groom was 20-24 years, 29% aged 25-29 years, while the percentage was 59% for bride aged    15-19 years and 26% aged 20-24 years,these results reveal the prevalence of early marriage in the Palestinian Territory.

Table (11): Marriages Registered in Shariah Courts by Groom and Bride Age 1998

	Age
	Percentage of grooms
	Percentage of brides

	Less than 15
	0.0
	1.4

	15-19
	10.9
	59.1

	20-24
	43.3
	26.0

	25-29
	28.5
	7.7

	30-34
	8.5
	3.2

	35-39
	3.1
	1.6

	40+
	5.7
	1.1

	Total
	100
	100


Table (12) shows the percentage  of marriages for couples aged 15-29 years (marriage market)  representing 76% of total registered  annual marriages in the Palestinian Territory, this percentage reveals that family formation in the Palestinian Territory starts at early age compared with Arab countries where the percentage of marriages in marriage market is very low compared with the Palestinian Territory, for instant in Egypt it reaches 24.3% of total marriages in 1996.

Table (12): Marriages by Groom and Bride Age 1998

	Groom age
	Bride age
	Percentage

	15-19
	15-19
	  9.3

	20-24
	15-19
	31.1

	20-24
	20-24
	  9.9

	25-29
	15-19
	15.2

	25-29
	20-24
	10.0

	Total
	76.0


Data in table (12) shows that one third of marriages in the Palestinian Territory occurred among males aged 20-24 years and females aged 15-19 years , followed by 15% among males aged    25-29 and females aged 15-19 years, 10% among males aged 25-29 years and females aged     20-24 years,  9.9% among males and females aged 20-24 years and 9.3% among males and females aged 15-19 years.

Table (13) shows the percentage of marriages by couples education, where 15% of marriages the groom education is less than preparatory, 64% completed preparatory and secondary education and 21% completed above secondary education.

Table (13): Marriages by Groom and Bride Educational Attainment 1998

	Educational Attainment
	Groom
	Bride

	Less than elementary
	  1.6
	  1.2

	Elementary
	13.3
	10.4

	Preparatory
	27.8
	38.9

	secondary
	35.9
	37.4

	Diploma
	  7.5
	  5.4

	University
	13.9
	  6.8

	Total
	100
	100


Data shows that 12% of marriages, the bride education is less than preparatory,76% completed preparatory or secondary and 12% above secondary level.

Table (14) shows percentage of marriages among different educational levels of groom and bride, 40.5% of marriages occurred among groom and bride of the same educational attainment, 35.5% groom education is higher and 24% the bride education is higher

Table (14): Marriages Among Different Educational Levels 1998

	Groom Educational Attainment
	Bride Educational Attainment
	Percentage of Marriages

	Elementary
	Preparatory
	  5.2

	Preparatory
	Preparatory
	14.8

	Preparatory
	Secondary
	  8.6

	Secondary
	Preparatory
	14.3

	Secondary
	Secondary
	16.4

	University
	Secondary
	  5.7

	Total
	          65.0


Marriage stability

Census data 1997 shows that 1.2% of females aged 12 years and over are divorced, the percentage in rural areas registered less than 1% and 1.1% in urban areas compared with 1.6% in refugee camps.  This reveals that marriage stability is lower among refugee camps households compared with rural and urban households.

Table (15): Percentage of Divorced by Age and Type of Locality 1997

	Age
	Type of Locality
	Total

	
	Urban
	Rural
	Camps
	

	20-24
	0.91
	0.74
	1.32
	0.93

	25-29
	1.25
	1.04
	1.81
	1.27

	30-34
	1.56
	1.37
	2.19
	1.61

	35-39
	1.68
	1.48
	2.53
	1.75

	40-44
	1.73
	1.59
	2.90
	1.86

	45-49
	2.28
	1.75
	3.49
	2.31

	50-54
	2.27
	1.78
	3.90
	2.37

	55-59
	1.87
	1.34
	2.65
	1.83

	Total
	1.12
	0.95
	1.62
	1.15


Table (15) shows that the percentage of divorced increases as age increase to reach the maximum value among women aged 50-54 years.  It is noticed that this percentage do not exceed 1.8% in rural areas, 2.3% in urban areas compared with 3.9% in refugee camps.

Registered divorce data 1998 reveals that one third of divorce cases occurred during the first year of marriage and 16% occurred before completing the second year, these results reveal that about 50% of divorce cases occur during the first two years of marriage.
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Figure (7) shows that divorce rate decreased by age, for male the rate reaches 39 per 1000 married aged 15-19 years, then dropped by 50% in the age group 20-24 years.  For females aged 15-19 years the divorce rate reaches 24 per 1000 married women and dropped by 50% in the age group 20-24 years.  High rates of divorce among young couples reveals the risks of households stability in the Palestinian Territory in which early marriage in widespread.

11. Marriage Patterns

Women marrying more than once

According to data, 97% of married women (or those used to be married) got married only one time. However, table (16) shows that the remaining 3% got married more than once with Gaza Strip scoring higher than the West Bank at 4% and 2.6% for women aged 15-49 years respectively. 

Table (16): Percentages of Ever Married Women Aged (15-49) years who got Married only one time according to Age and some Background Characteristics in 1995

	Background characteristics
	Age

	
	15-19
	20-24
	25-29
	30-34
	35-39
	40-44
	45-49
	Total
	No. of women

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	West Bank
	98.9
	98.8
	98.1
	97.0
	95.6
	97.0
	96.3
	97.4
	10,325

	Gaza Strip
	97.8
	97.7
	97.8
	95.3
	94.2
	94.7
	92.4
	96.1
	  5,435

	Type of locality
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Urban
	98.5
	98.5
	98.1
	95.8
	94.8
	96.0
	95.9
	96.9
	  6,238

	Rural
	98.0
	98.2
	97.7
	96.1
	92.8
	94.8
	93.8
	96.3
	  2,932

	Camp
	98.5
	98.4
	98.1
	97.2
	96.5
	97.0
	94.7
	97.4
	  6,590

	Refugee status
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Refugee
	98.0
	98.2
	97.8
	95.5
	94.6
	94.8
	94.1
	96.4
	  6,449

	Non-refugee
	98.7
	98.5
	98.1
	97.1
	95.6
	97.2
	95.7
	97.4
	  9,308

	Years of schooling 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	0-6
	97.9
	97.7
	96.1
	95.4
	94.2
	95.9
	94.1
	95.4
	11,045

	7-9
	98.4
	98.8
	98.5
	95.7
	94.9
	96.7
	96.3
	97.3
	  2,340

	10-12
	98.7
	98.6
	98.6
	97.5
	95.8
	97.3
	96.8
	98.0
	    846

	13+
	96.1
	98.1
	99.2
	98.0
	99.1
	93.9
	100.0
	98.3
	     612

	Total
	98.6
	98.4
	98.0
	96.4
	95.2
	96.2
	95.1
	97.0
	15,760


Type of locality does not influence the case of women getting married more than once. According to data, urban areas, rural areas, and camps registered 3%, 3.7%, and 2.6% respectively. Refugee status has a slight influence in this case where refugee women registered 3.6% compared to 2.6% among non-refugee women. Education does not seem to have an influence in this case either since no obvious variations were registered (no more than 1% among women aged (15-19) years with less than 12 years of schooling). However, women aged (15-19) years with 13 years of schooling registered 4% as it is shown in table (16).

In any case, the percentage of women aged (15-49) years who got married more than once is higher among lesser-educated women, where it registered 5% among those who spent up to 6 years of schooling and does not exceed 2.7% among those with 9 years of schooling. The percentage is higher among women with 10-12 years of schooling and stands at 3.3%. It stands at 5% among those with more than 13 years of schooling. 

Polygamy 

Table (17) shows that the percentage of women aged (15-49) years got married to polygamic men is 4.4%. However, the percentage drops as age decreases; dropped from 9% for women aged   (40-49) years, to reach 1% among those aged (15-19) years. 

Polygamy exists in both regions but it is more obvious in Gaza Strip than in the West Bank at 6% and 4% respectively. 

Table (17) shows a slight variation in polygamy based on type of locality among women  aged (15-49) years, in camps, the figure is 5%, in rural and urban areas the figures are 3.7% and 4.4% respectively. 

Table (17): Percentages of Females Aged 15-49 Involved in Plural Marriage according to Age and some Background Characteristics

	Background characteristics
	Age

	
	15-19
	20-24
	25-29
	30-34
	35-39
	40-44
	45-49
	Total
	No. of women

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	West Bank
	0.9
	1.7
	2.5
	4.7
	4.7
	6.2
	7.8
	3.8
	9,908

	Gaza Strip
	0.9
	3.1
	4.7
	7.4
	7.5
	8.4
	10.7
	5.6
	5,198

	Type of locality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	1.0
	2.5
	2.8
	4.9
	5.1
	5.1
	4.7
	3.7
	5,971

	Rural
	0.7
	1.3
	3.6
	3.9
	3.8
	9.3
	14.4
	4.4
	2,787

	Camp
	0.9
	2.3
	3.6
	7.0
	6.6
	8.0
	10.5
	5.2
	6,348

	Refugee status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Refugee
	1.0
	2.7
	3.7
	6.3
	5.0
	7.6
	10.3
	4.9
	6,139

	Non-refugee
	0.8
	1.8
	3.0
	5.1
	5.9
	6.5
	7.7
	4.1
	8,967

	Years of schooling 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0-6
	0.0
	4.7
	6.2
	8.0
	7.5
	8.9
	9.3
	7.4
	4,900

	7-9
	1.0
	1.8
	3.3
	6.6
	5.7
	4.2
	7.8
	3.7
	4,206

	10-12
	1.1
	1.5
	2.1
	3.9
	4.0
	5.5
	8.3
	2.8
	4,461

	13+
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	1,533

	Total
	0.9
	2.2
	3.3
	5.6
	5.5
	6.9
	8.7
	4.4
	  15,106


The percentage of refugee women aged (15-49) years involved in polygamy marriage is 4.9% whereas the percentage of their non-refugee counterparts is 4.1%. Women who spent 6 years of schooling registered 7%, which means that education plays a role in this matter. However, this phenomenon drops gradually as the years of education increases and becomes almost absent among women with 13 years of schooling.

Marriage among relatives 

Marriage among relatives, despite of its negative impact, is common in the Palestinian society. The negative impact of such phenomenon include an increased potential of birth defects especially when married couples are first cousins. Such phenomenon is usually under the control of dominant cultural traditions where women are sometimes forced to marry a relative in order to protect social relations and family fortunes or inheritance so that they don’t go to non relatives. 

Table (18) shows the widespread of such phenomenon in the past five years in the Palestinian society. The percentage of women aged (15-49) years who are married to a relative is 48% while the percentage of women being married to first cousins is 28%. However, the percentage drops to 20% among those aged (15-49) years but married to distant relatives (other relatives). 

In any case, there is a tendency towards marrying a relative with the advancement of age. For instance, 27% of women aged (45-49) are married to a relative. However, the percentage of women who are married to husbund from the same extended family did not seem to be influenced by age since it rises to 21% up to age 34 years and starts to fluctuate as age advances. 

Table (18): Distribution of Ever Married women Aged (15-49) by Relation to Spouse and Background Characteristics 2000

	Background characteristics
	Relation to spouse

	
	First cousins
	Distant cousins
	No relations
	Total
	No. of  women

	2000

	Age

	15-19
	29.7
	18.4
	51.9
	100
	

	20-24
	29.0
	19.2
	51.8
	100
	   982

	25-29
	28.6
	19.0
	52.4
	100
	1,118

	30-34
	27.2
	20.8
	51.9
	100
	1,005

	35-39
	30.2
	18.5
	51.3
	100
	   814

	40-44
	27.5
	22.8
	49.7
	100
	   634

	45-49
	26.9
	21.2
	51.9
	100
	   459

	Regoin
	
	
	
	
	

	West Bank
	26.8
	19.3
	53.9
	100
	3,475

	Gaza Strip
	31.5
	21.0
	47.5
	100
	1,888

	Type of Locality
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	28.4
	19.5
	52.1
	100
	2,993

	Rural
	27.8
	23.3
	48.9
	100
	1,524

	Camp
	29.8
	15.2
	55.0
	100
	    845

	Refugee Status
	
	
	
	
	

	Refugee
	28.5
	17.8
	53.6
	100
	2,179

	Non-refugee
	28.4
	21.3
	50.3
	100
	3,184

	Years of Schooling
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	0-6
	29.4
	23.1
	47.5
	100
	   219

	7-9
	28.1
	20.4
	51.5
	100
	1,128

	10-12
	30.4
	19.0
	50.6
	100
	1,630

	13+
	21.5
	14.3
	64.2
	100
	1,774

	Total 
	28.4
	19.9
	51.6
	100
	5,363

	1995

	Age
	
	
	
	
	

	15-19
	29.9
	36.5
	33.3
	100
	1,419

	20-24
	28.4
	35.9
	35.6
	100
	3,082

	25-29
	29.9
	34.2
	35.9
	100
	3,043

	30-34
	29.3
	34.4
	36.3
	100
	2,709

	35-39
	27.3
	39.4
	33.1
	100
	2,213

	40-44
	28.4
	37.5
	33.8
	100
	1,757

	45-49
	27.6
	38.2
	34.1
	100
	1,537

	West Bank
	27.2
	38.8
	33.9
	100
	10,325

	Gaza Strip
	31.6
	31.6
	36.7
	100
	5,435

	Urban
	26.9
	33.6
	39.4
	100
	6,238

	Rural
	30.3
	41.7
	27.9
	100
	6,590

	Camp
	29.1
	29.8
	41.0
	100
	2,932

	Refugee
	30.1
	30.5
	39.4
	100
	6,451

	Non-refugee
	27.7
	40.3
	31.7
	100
	9,308

	Years of Schooling
	
	
	
	
	

	0-6
	31.0
	39.9
	28.9
	100
	5,218

	7-9
	28.1
	37.5
	34.4
	100
	4,354

	10-12
	29.4
	34.3
	36.1
	100
	4,589

	13+
	20.8
	27.1
	52.1
	100
	1,592

	Total
	28.8
	36.3
	34.9
	100
	 15,760


Marrying a relative varies between the two regions; it registered 53% among women aged       (15-49) years in Gaza Strip and 46% in the West Bank.

Marriage among relatives is more apparent in rural areas than urban areas and refugee camps at 51%, 48%, and 45% respectively. Refugee women tend to marry a relative more than non-refugee women at 50% and 46% respectively. 

Education has a vague control over the tradition of marrying a relative particularly when data of 1995 are compared to those of 2000. In 2000, the percentage of women married to first cousins was slightly different from that of 1995. Then again, the percentage of women married to a non-relative rose by about 17% in 2000 compared to the case in 1995. Henceforth, the tradition of marrying a relative seems to be backing off when compared to the results of the past five years (the Demographic Survey 1995).

Conclusions

· There is a tendency toward marrying at a later age than before among women at reproduction age, according to the results of the study.

· There is a rise in the percentage of never married women aged 40 years and over in the Palestinian Territory compared to neighboring Arab countries, which stood at 10% in 2000.

· Results shows the impact of education on age at first marriage; therefore, the percentage of never married rises as years of schooling increases.

· Results show a reduction in the percentage of ever married women aged less than 19 years compared to some neighboring Arab countries; nevertheless, the median age at first marriage in the Palestinian Territory is higher than some Arab countries, which means that the dominant marriage patterns in the Palestinian Territory are not sharing the same patterns of marriage in the Arab countries.

· According to results, early marriage is common in the Palestinian Territory and stands at 48% among women married before turning 20 years old; however, results vary according to region. Such percentage is one of the highest in Arab countries excluding Yemen.

· 7% of married women aged (15-49) years got married to younger spouses with variations between the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

· Marriages among relatives according to results, is widespread in the Palestinian Territory and stands at 48% among women aged 15-49 years who married to first cousins or a husbund from the same extended family. Still, there are variations based on region and refugee status.

· Although divorce rate is not considered high, but high percntages of divorce cases occurred among young couples which adds negetively on marriage stability.  More attention have to be directed for social education programms presenting the risks of early marriages.
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� The numbers of females aged 20-24 years in the Health Survey of 2000, the Population, Housing and Establishment Census of 1997, and the Demographic Survey of 1995 were as follows: (1,644), (114,71), and (4,841) respectively.   
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� The percentage ever married women did not reach 50% 
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