Chapter Four

Fertility Determinants

4.1 Introduction:

This Chapter discusses the biological, demographic, health, social, and economic factors that affect reproduction and henceforth affect the fertility rates in the Palestinian Territory.  Marital status, age at first marriage, cousins marriages, age at first birth, births spacing, duration of marriage, use of contraception, number of ever-born children, work, and education are all factors with an impact on the fertility rates.  Marriage, divorce, and the death of one of the spouses influence pregnancy and reproduction.  In the Palestinian society as well as Arab societies marriage is the first step on the way to pregnancy and reproduction because having children before marriage is a taboo. 

Despite the slight drop in the fertility rates in the Palestinian Territory, they are still higher than other countries.  Social traditions like early marriage and the desire to have male children could play a role in that.  Politics also influence fertility rates.  In any case, the indicators affirm a drop in such rates in the past few years. They also reflect a decrease in the gross rate of births in the second half of the past decade, which was estimated at 42.7 per 1,000 people in 1997 with 41.2 for the West Bank and 45.4 for Gaza Strip
.   Actually, the figures started to drop in the mid 1970s but during the first Palestinian Intifada, which started in 1987, they rose to reach 46.7 per 1000 people for the West Bank and 54.7 per 1000 people in Gaza Strip in 1990
,  and dropped again when the Palestinian National Authority took control in 1994.  Furthermore, the total fertility rates dropped from 6.4 children in 1985-1989 to 6.1 in 1995, then, according to the 1997 Census, it dropped again to 6.0.  This could be the result of more female participation in the labor force, more political stability, improved health conditions, better female education, and more use of contraception.  It is worth noting that the Gaza Strip’s fertility rates are higher than those of the West Bank, for instance, the total fertility rate of the Palestinian Territory in 1999 was 5.9 birth with 5.4 in the West Bank and a high 6.8 in Gaza Strip (the results of the health survey -2000.)

4.2 Marital status:

Marriage has socioeconomic and demographic dimensions.  Available data on females’ marital status provide information on marriage in general, age, and the expected age of marriage.  The data also explain the significant role marital status plays in the limitations of the fertility rates.     

Table 4.1: Percentage distribution of women (15-49 years) by age, marital status, and region, 2000

	Age and region
	Marital status
	Number of women

	
	Single
	Married
	Divorced
	Widowed
	

	Palestinian Territory

	15-19
	81.6
	18.4
	0.0
	0.0
	157,679

	20-24
	39.9
	58.6
	1.5
	0.0
	134,292

	25-29
	19.6
	78.5
	1.7
	0.2
	114,010

	30-34
	12.8
	84.4
	1.8
	1.0
	94,626

	35-39
	13.6
	82.9
	1.5
	2.0
	77,115

	40-44
	10.4
	81.1
	3.2
	5.3
	58,120

	45-49
	9.5
	80.7
	1.6
	8.2
	42,063

	Total 
	35.0
	62.3
	1.4
	1.3
	677,905

	West Bank

	15-19
	82.8
	17.2
	0.0
	0.0
	99,867

	20-24
	40.7
	57.7
	1.6
	0.0
	87,039

	25-29
	22.0
	75.9
	1.9
	0.2
	76,374

	30-34
	14.8
	83.1
	1.4
	0.7
	64,036

	35-39
	16.1
	79.5
	1.8
	2.6
	51,696

	40-44
	12.3
	79.8
	3.1
	4.8
	39,301

	45-49
	10.7
	79.6
	1.4
	8.3
	27,248

	Total 
	36.0
	61.2
	1.4
	1.4
	445,561

	Gaza Strip

	15-19
	79.6
	20.4
	0.0
	0.0
	57,812

	20-24
	38.6
	60.1
	1.3
	0.0
	47,253

	25-29
	14.6
	83.9
	1.5
	0.0
	37,636

	30-34
	8.5
	87.2
	2.7
	1.6
	30,590

	35-39
	8.5
	89.7
	1.0
	0.8
	25,419

	40-44
	6.4
	84.1
	3.4
	6.1
	18,819

	45-49
	7.2
	82.7
	2.1
	8.0
	14,815

	Total 
	33.1
	64.3
	1.4
	1.2
	232,344


According to table (4.1), 62.3% of women who are at reproductive age are married, 1.3% of them are widows, 1.4% divorced, and 35.0% of them have never been married before. 

Additionally, the data indicate that 18.4% of women aged 15-19 years are married.  The percentage of married women in the age group 20-24 years stands at a high (58.6%). Moreover, the percentage of widows increases with age and stands at 8.0% among those aged 45-49 years.  Table (4.1) also shows that 1.5%-3.2% of women aged 20 and over are divorced. 

Moreover, 61.2% of the West Bank women who are at pregnancy age are married, however, the figure for Gaza Strip is higher and stands at 64.3%, which explains the high fertility rates in the Palestinian Territory.   The percentages of divorcees and widows are almost equal for the two regions and there are more single women in the West Bank than in Gaza Strip. 

4.3 Age at first marriage:

According to Article 5 of the Personal Status Law No. (61) of 1976, which is effective in the Palestinian Territory, the legal male age at marriage is 16 Hijri years (lunar years; according to the Islamic calendar,) whereas the female’s age is 15 years.       

Table 4.2: Percentage distribution of ever-married women (15-49 years) by current age and age at first marriage, 2000

	Age at first marriage
	Current age
	Total

	
	15-19
	20-24
	25-29
	30-34
	35-39
	40-44
	45-49
	

	Ever-married women

	Less than 14
	5.6
	6.2
	4.6
	3.8
	4.5
	6.8
	5.1
	5.1

	15
	22.6
	11.6
	9.2
	6.9
	8.6
	8.7
	8.9
	9.9

	16
	23.0
	15.5
	13.5
	10.5
	11.1
	10.5
	10.1
	12.9

	17
	29.1
	15.0
	16.5
	9.9
	11.0
	8.5
	7.4
	13.3

	18
	16.4
	17.4
	15.1
	12.1
	14.3
	13.8
	9.7
	14.3

	19
	3.3
	15.2
	10.6
	11.4
	8.4
	11.0
	12.2
	11.0

	20
	-
	8.3
	7.2
	11.4
	11.2
	6.9
	9.7
	8.5

	21
	-
	5.8
	4.2
	7.0
	5.3
	5.2
	5.6
	5.2

	22
	-
	3.1
	4.5
	8.6
	4.4
	6.1
	7.6
	5.1

	23
	-
	1.4
	4.3
	5.0
	5.5
	4.9
	5.8
	4.0

	24
	-
	0.5
	4.2
	3.9
	3.5
	2.5
	4.2
	2.9

	25+
	-
	-
	6.1
	9.5
	12.2
	15.1
	13.7
	7.8

	Number of women
	28,659
	80,200
	91,280
	82,065
	66,479
	51,773
	37,460
	437,916


Age at first marriage largely influences reproduction levels and consequently the fertility rates.  Early marriage increases the fertility rates and late marriage decreases them. 

Table (4.2) reveals that 5.1% of ever-married women actually got married at the age of 14 years or under.  5.6% of them are now aged 15-19 years and 6.2% belong to the age group of 20-24. According to the table, marriage mostly occurs at an early age of 15, 16, 17, or 18 years.  The median age at marriage is still low and stands at 18 years for both regions, which means that 50% of women got married before turning 18.  In addition to raising fertility rates, early marriage has a bad health impact on females and children as well as women education as it becomes an obstacle in the face of further educational achievements for women or their participation in the labor force.          

Figure 4.1: Median age at first marriage for ever-married women aged 15-49

 by age and region
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The results of the Demographic Survey 1995 show no change in terms of medium age at first marriage since 1995, the median age stands at 18 years
.

4.3.1 Age at first marriage and the number of ever-born children:

As has been previously mentioned, age at first marriage and the number of ever-born children have a significant impact on the fertility rates of the Palestinian Territory.  Also, early marriage increases the potentials of reproduction and therefore raises the fertility rates.  It is important to relate the effect of married women with age at first marriage and the number of ever-born children in order to assess the current fertility rate.  Obviously, early marriage leads to more children.  The percentage of married women who gave birth to 0-3 children totaled 41.2%, whereas, the percentage of married females with 4-7 children reached 40.2% and those of the same category with 8 or more children topped 18.6%.  The average number of ever-born children is 4.6.     

Table 4.3: Percentage distribution of married women by age at first marriage, number of ever-born children, average number of  living children, and region, 2000

	Age at first marriage and region
	Number of ever-born children
	Average number of children
	Average number of living children
	Number of women

	
	0-3
	4-7
	8+
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory

	Less than 14
	22.5
	44.7
	32.8
	6.26
	5.83
	23,355

	15-19
	39.5
	39.9
	20.6
	4.77
	4.53
	271,413

	20-24
	42.4
	42.7
	14.9
	4.27
	4.09 
	114,556

	25+
	61.3
	32.4
	6.3
	2.93
	2.81
	36,271

	Total
	41.2
	40.2
	18.6
	4.57
	4.34
	445,595

	West Bank

	Less than 14
	17.3
	47.4
	35.3
	6.68
	6.23
	12,315

	15-19
	39.5
	42.0
	18.5
	4.70
	4.47
	173,832

	20-24
	46.1
	43.0
	10.9
	3.96
	3.80
	76,556

	25+
	64.9
	31.7
	3.4
	2.63
	2.56
	25,480

	Total
	42.6
	41.7
	15.7
	4.40
	4.19
	288,183

	Gaza Strip

	Less than 14
	28.2
	41.8
	30.0
	5.79
	5.37
	11,040

	15-19
	39.4
	36.1
	24.5
	4.89
	4.64
	97,581

	20-24
	35.2
	42.0
	22.8
	4.89
	4.68
	38,000

	25+
	52.7
	33.7
	13.6
	3.62
	3.42
	10,791

	Total
	38.5
	37.8
	23.7
	4.86
	4.62
	157,412


Table (4.3) shows that when age at first marriage increases, the average number of ever-born children decreases with existing variations between the West Bank and Gaza Strip at 4.4 and 4.9 respectively. 

About 17.3% of the West Bank women who are currently married got married at age 14 or less gave birth to 0-3 children, however, the percentage of Gaza Strip’s women who have the same number of children reached 28.2%.  Moreover, 15.7% of the women who gave birth to more than 8 children are from the West Bank and 23.7% of them come from Gaza Strip, which explains why fertility rates in Gaza Strip are higher than the West Bank. 

4.3.2 Mother’s age:

There is a clear relationship between mother’s age and the number of ever-born children in terms of affecting the fertility rates.  According to the data of table (4.4), there is no difference in the fertility rates of married women who affect the current fertility rates and the ever-married women who have previously influenced such rates.

Table 4.4: Percentage distribution of currently married women by age, number of  ever-born children, average number of ever-born children, average number of living children, and region, 2000

	Mothers’ age
	Number of children
	Average number of  ever-born children
	Average number of living children
	Number of women

	
	0-3
	4-7
	8+
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory

	15-19
	99.4
	0.6
	0.0
	0.66
	0.64
	28,659

	20-24
	89.1
	10.9
	0.0
	1.92
	1.87
	78,199

	25-29
	49.0
	50.2
	0.8
	3.42
	3.32
	89,194

	30-54
	16.6
	50.5
	32.9
	6.25
	5.91
	249,543

	Total
	41.2
	40.2
	18.6
	4.57
	4.34
	445,595

	West Bank

	15-19
	100
	0.0
	0.0
	0.70
	0.68
	17,198

	20-24
	89.8
	10.2
	0.0
	1.89
	1.86
	49,964

	25-29
	52.7
	46.8
	0.5
	3.28
	3.18
	57,947

	30-54
	18.4
	53.7
	27.9
	5.96
	5.64
	163,074

	Total
	42.6
	41.7
	15.7
	4.40
	4.19
	288,183

	Gaza Strip

	15-19
	98.4
	1.6
	0.0
	0.60
	0.57
	11,461

	20-24
	87.8
	12.2
	0.0
	1.97
	1.89
	28,235

	25-29
	42.0
	56.9
	1.1
	3.67
	3.57
	31,247

	30-54
	13.3
	43.9
	42.8
	6.8
	6.42
	86,469

	Total
	38.5
	37.8
	23.7
	4.86
	4.62
	157,412


Table (4.4) shows that the percentage of currently married women in the age group of 15-19 years and gave birth to 0-3 children is 99.4% and the average number of ever-born children is 0.7.  And 41.2% of married women have 0-3 children, whereas, those of the same category but have 8 or more children occupy a percentage of 18.6%.  Clearly, ever-born children increase with the increase of age due to the extended period of the possibility of getting pregnant.  This affirms the fact about the rise in the percentage of the women who gave birth to more than 4 children in the age group 30-54, which totaled 83.4%.  The average of ever-born children also increases with age and stands at 6.25 children for women in the same age group. 

4.4 Relatives marriage:

Cousin marriage is a widespread trend in the Palestinian Territory as is the case in the rest of the Arab countries.  It stems from various traditional factors such as protecting the family ties and social relations.  The trend can influence the early marriage phenomenon and the high fertility rates thereafter.  Families play a major role in determining the number of children especially males who are considered as some kind of social security for parents in their old age.  Male children reserve the family’s name and provide an additional source of income when they come to the age of joining the labor force.  They are also seen as significant players in the political factor of the demographic conflict of the region.  Table 4.5 shows that 48.3% of ever-married females have married their first cousins, including 52.5% in Gaza Strip and 46.1% in the West Bank. The figures do not significantly vary from those of the 1995 figures, which stood at 52% for Gaza Strip and 47% for the West Bank
.  Such trend has a negative impact on children’s health since it increases the potential of the spread of hereditary diseases.

Table 4.5: Percentage distribution of ever-married women (15-49 years) by consanguinity, age, and region, 2000

	Consanguinity and region
	Age
	Total

	
	15-19
	20-24
	25-29
	30-34
	35-39
	40-44
	45-49
	

	Palestinian Territory

	First cousins
	29.7
	29.0
	28.6
	27.2
	30.2
	27.5
	26.9
	28.4

	From the same family
	18.4
	19.2
	19.0
	20.9
	18.5
	22.8
	21.2
	19.9

	No relative
	51.9
	51.8
	52.4
	51.9
	51.3
	49.7
	51.7
	51.7

	Number of women
	28,659
	80,199
	91,280
	82,065
	66,479
	51,774
	37,460
	437,916

	West Bank

	First cousins
	27.8
	29.6
	25.9
	25.6
	28.5
	23.6
	26.0
	26.8

	From the same family
	20.2
	19.5
	18.9
	18.5
	18.7
	21.9
	19.0
	19.3

	No relative
	52.0
	50.9
	55.2
	55.9
	52.8
	54.5
	55.0
	53.9

	Number of women
	17,198
	51,345
	59,488
	54,093
	43,226
	34,463
	23,934
	283,747

	Gaza Strip

	First cousins
	32.6
	27.9
	33.5
	30.3
	33.4
	35.2
	28.6
	31.5

	From the same family
	15.6
	18.7
	19.4
	25.4
	18.2
	24.6
	24.9
	21.0

	No relative
	51.8
	53.4
	47.1
	44.3
	48.4
	40.2
	46.5
	47.5

	Number of women
	11,461
	28,854
	31,792
	27,972
	23,253
	17,311
	13,526
	154,169


Table (4.6) reflects a slight difference between those who marry people from the same family and those who do not marry relatives.  The average number of ever-born children in the first category is 4.5, whereas, in the second category, the average is 3.9 children.

Table 4.6: Percentage distribution of currently married women aged 15-49 by number of ever-born children, average number of living children, and degree of consanguinity, 2000

	Degree of consanguinity and region
	Number of ever-born children
	Average number of born children
	Average number of living children
	Number of women

	
	0-3
	4-7
	8+
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory

	First cousins
	40.7
	39.5
	19.8
	4.54
	4.27
	120,196

	From the same family
	37.2
	41.0
	21.8
	4.82
	4.63
	85,003

	No relative
	46.6
	41.2
	12.2
	3.95
	3.79
	214,523

	Total
	43.0
	40.7
	16.3
	4.29
	4.10
	419,722

	West Bank

	First cousins
	42.1
	41.9
	16.0
	4.34
	4.08
	72,896

	From the same family
	38.9
	42.6
	18.5
	4.64
	4.46
	53,111

	No relative
	47.9
	41.5
	10.6
	3.85
	3.70
	145,588

	Total
	44.6
	41.8
	13.6
	4.14
	3.95
	271,595

	Gaza Strip

	First cousins
	38.6
	35.8
	25.6
	4.85
	4.56
	47,300

	From the same family
	34.4
	38.3
	27.3
	5.11
	4.91
	31,893

	No relative
	43.9
	40.5
	15.6
	4.15
	4.00
	68,935

	Total
	40.2
	38.5
	13.6
	4.58
	4.37
	148,128


4.5 Age at first birth:

Age at first birth is another factor that influences the fertility rates. It is connected with age at first marriage.  The median age at first birth for women aged 25-49 is 20 years, which means that half of the ever-married women in this age group have given birth to the first baby before they turned 20.  It is rather low since at this age, women are supposed to be studying, and because the median age at first marriage is low too and stands at 18 years.

Table 4.7: Median age at first birth in the 25-49 years age group by age and selected background characteristics in 2000

	Background characteristics
	Age
	Total

	
	25-29
	30-34
	35-39
	40-44
	45-49
	

	Years of schooling

	0
	18.0
	19.0
	20.0
	19.0
	21.0
	20.0

	1-6
	18.0
	20.0
	19.0
	19.0
	19.0
	19.0

	7-9
	18.0
	19.0
	19.0
	20.0
	20.0
	19.0

	10-12
	20.0
	20.0
	21.0
	21.0
	21.0
	20.0

	13+
	23.0
	23.0
	25.0
	26.0
	25.0
	24.0

	Type of locality

	Urban
	19.0
	20.0
	20.0
	20.0
	20.0
	20.0

	Rural
	19.0
	20.0
	21.0
	20.0
	21.0
	20.0

	Camps
	19.0
	21.0
	21.0
	20.0
	21.0
	20.0

	Region

	Palestinian Territory 
	19.0
	21.0
	20.0
	20.0
	21.0
	20.0

	West Bank
	19.0
	21.0
	20.0
	20.0
	20.0
	20.0

	Gaza Strip
	19.0
	20.0
	20.0
	20.0
	21.0
	20.0


Education affects fertility rates and age at first birth.   More womens’ education means that they would be older at first birth since they would be older when they get married for the first time.  Moreover, education gives women more abilities to determine what is good for their families.  However, since most women marry at an early age, giving birth comes at an early age, too.  Therefore, the percentage of those who gave birth at an early age is high.  For example, 42.3% of women delivered before they turned 17 and had 4-7 children.  On the other hand, 31.1% of women of the same age category have more than 8 children.  The average number of children for this category is 6.0 children.  

Table 4.8: Percentage distribution of currently married women by number and average number of ever-born children, average number of living children, and age at first birth, 2000

	Age at first birth and region
	Number of ever-born children
	Average number of ever-born children
	Average number of living children
	Number of women

	
	1-3
	4-7
	8+
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory

	Less than 17
	26.6
	42.3
	31.1
	6.05
	5.66
	42,870

	17
	27.6
	43.7
	28.7
	5.74
	5.46
	46,026

	18
	32.5
	46.7
	20.8
	5.21
	4.90
	53,038

	19
	33.9
	44.1
	22.0
	5.12
	4.87
	55,718

	20
	36.1
	44.1
	19.8
	4.99
	4.80
	46,266

	21
	36.7
	45.4
	17.9
	4.80
	4.60
	38,266

	22
	35.1
	49.3
	15.6
	4.75
	4.54
	26,620

	23
	35.4
	44.1
	20.5
	5.08
	4.86
	23,113

	24
	31.8
	50.4
	17.8
	4.80
	4.61
	19,638

	25+
	50.4
	40.4
	9.2
	3.83
	3.68
	51,374

	Total
	43.9
	44.5
	20.6
	5.05
	4.80
	402,928

	West Bank

	Less than 17
	24.2
	43.5
	32.3
	6.20
	5.83
	27,899

	17
	30.3
	44.4
	25.3
	5.50
	5.20
	28,676

	18
	35.2
	46.1
	18.7
	5.08
	4.77
	36,587

	19
	35.1
	45.7
	19.2
	4.96
	4.72
	36,608

	20
	36.7
	48.3
	15.0
	4.70
	4.54
	28,281

	21
	38.1
	48.3
	13.6
	4.57
	4.37
	26,134

	22
	40.0
	47.4
	12.6
	4.40
	4.21
	16,430

	23
	39.1
	45.5
	15.4
	4.70
	4.50
	14,067

	24
	36.7
	51.7
	11.6
	4.37
	4.21
	12,361

	25+
	53.7
	40.8
	5.5
	3.53
	3.43
	35,793

	Total
	37.0
	45.6
	17.4
	4.83
	4.60
	262,835

	Gaza Strip

	Less than 17
	31.0
	40.5
	28.5
	5.79
	5.33
	14,971

	17
	23.3
	42.3
	34.4
	6.15
	5.88
	17,350

	18
	26.5
	47.8
	25.7
	5.51
	5.19
	16,451

	19
	31.6
	41.1
	27.3
	5.42
	5.17
	19,109

	20
	34.8
	37.7
	27.5
	5.45
	5.21
	17,985

	21
	33.6
	39.1
	27.3
	5.29
	5.10
	12,133

	22
	27.4
	52.3
	20.3
	5.33
	5.06
	10,191

	23
	30.0
	41.9
	28.1
	5.66
	5.41
	9,045

	24
	23.6
	48.1
	28.3
	5.53
	5.30
	7,277

	25+
	42.9
	39.5
	17.6
	4.50
	4.27
	15,581

	Total
	30.9
	42.5
	26.6
	5.46
	5.19
	140,093


According to table (4.8), 24.2% of the West Bank’s married women who delivered before turning 17 have 1-3 children and the figure for Gaza Strip is 31.0%.  However, the percentage is higher for the West Bank when it comes to those who belonged to the same age at first birth and have 4-7 children since it stands at 43.5% for the West Bank and 40.5% in Gaza Strip. The average number of children for this category is 6.2 in the West Bank and 5.8 in Gaza Strip.

4.6 Child spacing period:

Birth spacing period is short and stands at less than two years.

Table 4.9: Percentage of women with short interval (defined less than 18 months) by women current age and region, 2000

	Age
	Region

	
	West Bank
	Gaza Strop
	Palestinian Territory

	15-19
	7.8
	6.4
	7.2

	20-24
	30.3
	31.5
	30.7

	25-29
	45.3
	45.4
	45.3

	30-34
	57.8
	63.0
	59.5

	35-39
	60.7
	68.0
	63.3

	40-44
	65.8
	70.6
	67.4

	45-49
	73.0
	66.8
	70.8

	Total 
	49.8
	51.2
	50.3


The table above tells us that half of the women who have had children had a short interval between each delivery (less than 18 months).  The variations between the two regions are minimal.  However, looking at the present data and the 1995 data, we find out that the break between each delivery is now increasing.  The 1995 figure was 69.4% but in 2000, it dropped to 50.3%.  The same figures dropped from 69.2% to 49.8% in the West Bank and from 69.8% in Gaza Strip to 51.2%5.  Education could be behind such increase in the gaps between deliveries since it gives women the opportunity to realize the negative health impact of shorter gaps between giving births.  It also allows women to see its bad effects on the size of the family and the population growth.

4.7 Duration of marriage:

Duration of marriage is another major factor in determining fertility rates.  The longer the duration of marriage is, the more potential children can be possibly born.  Table (4.10) shows that 99.6% of ever-married women who spent 0-4 years with their spouses have 0-3 children, whereas, 67.2% of married women with a marital life span of 30 years or more have 8 or more children.  The number of children goes up with the marriage life.  For instance, the average number of children of those who spent 30 or more married years is 8.8 children. The variations between the two regions are small. In the West Bank, females whose marriage lasted from 0-4 years have an average of 1.05 children whereas the figure for Gaza Strip is 0.97 children.  As for the second category (30 married years or more), the figures are 8.6 in the West Bank and 9.2 in Gaza Strip. 

Table 4.10: Percentage distribution of ever-married women by duration of marriage and number of ever-born children in the Palestinian Territory, 2000

	Duration of marriage
	Number of ever-born children

	
	0-3
	4-7
	8+

	0-4
	99.6
	0.4
	0.0

	5-9
	64.4
	35.5
	0.1

	10-14
	20.8
	76.1
	3.1

	15-19
	12.7
	59.3
	28.1

	20-24
	8.2
	44.5
	47.3

	25-29
	7.0
	33.0
	60.0

	30+
	6.0
	26.8
	67.2


Table (4.11) presents the fact that 99.7% of the women who spent 0-4 years in marriage gave birth to 0-3 children, which reflects a pattern of stability among married women in any category.  The percentage did not significantly vary between Gaza Strip and the West Bank.

Table 4.11: Percentage distribution of currently married women by duration of marriage, number and average of ever-born children, average number of living children, and region, 2000

	Duration of marriage and region
	Number of ever-born children
	Average number of ever-born children
	Average number of living children
	Number of women

	
	0-3
	4-7
	8+
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory

	0-4
	99.7
	0.3
	0.0
	1.02
	1.00
	93,182

	5-9
	64.0
	36.0
	0.0
	3.05
	2.96
	89,654

	10-14
	19.9
	77.4
	2.7
	4.62
	4.47
	91,088

	15-19
	12.2
	59.5
	28.3
	6.10
	5.82
	60,570

	20-24
	7.5
	45.2
	47.3
	7.23
	6.85
	47,308

	25-29
	7.3
	32.2
	60.5
	8.07
	7.55
	36,611

	30+
	4.8
	26.8
	68.4
	8.78
	8.01
	27,182

	Total
	41.2
	40.2
	18.6
	4.57
	4.34
	445,595

	West Bank

	0-4
	99.9
	0.1
	0.0
	1.05
	1.03
	62,453

	5-9
	65.2
	34.8
	0.0
	3.06
	2.99
	58,118

	10-14
	20.6
	77.7
	1.7
	4.49
	4.34
	57,462

	15-19
	15.0
	63.7
	21.3
	5.74
	5.48
	38,228

	20-24
	8.1
	53.7
	38.2
	6.87
	6.53
	29,906

	25-29
	6.5
	37.5
	56.0
	7.83
	7.29
	23,676

	30+
	4.9
	31.1
	64.0
	8.58
	7.86
	18,340

	Total 
	42.6
	41.7
	15.7
	4.40
	4.19
	288,183

	Gaza Strip

	0-4
	99.6
	0.4
	0.0
	0.97
	0.93
	30,729

	5-9
	61.8
	38.2
	0.0
	3.02
	2.92
	31,536

	10-14
	18.3
	76.7
	5.0
	4.84
	4.69
	33,626

	15-19
	7.4
	52.3
	40.3
	6.71
	6.40
	22,342

	20-24
	6.5
	30.8
	62.7
	7.84
	7.40
	17,402

	25-29
	8.9
	22.4
	68.7
	8.50
	8.01
	12,935

	30+
	4.9
	17.8
	77.3
	9.18
	8.31
	8,842

	Total 
	38.5
	37.8
	23.7
	4.86
	4.62
	157,412


4.8 Use of contraception:

Use of contraception largely controls reproduction.  The process is relatively easy these days since contraception is widely diversified and easy to use.  

Table 4.12: Percentage of ever-married women who used contraception by age, educational attainment, and region, 2000

	Educational attainment and region
	Age
	Number of women

	
	Less than 30
	30-49
	

	
	Any method
	Modern method
	Any method
	Modern method
	

	Palestinian Territory

	None
	56.9
	43.3
	71.6
	62.6
	68,408

	Elementary
	64.6
	51.6
	79.3
	71.4
	110,343

	Preperatory
	65.0
	49.2
	84.8
	76.4
	142,305

	Secondary and above
	64.4
	48.5
	83.6
	73.7
	116,860

	Total
	64.1
	49.2
	80.1
	71.3
	437,916

	West Bank

	Non
	60.6
	46.1
	74.5
	66.1
	49,680

	Elementary
	69.4
	54.7
	81.3
	73.4
	77,631

	Preperatory
	68.6
	51.3
	88.4
	79.5
	91,039

	Secondary and above
	69.4
	51.2
	87.2
	76.5
	65,398

	Total
	68.3
	51.8
	82.7
	73.8
	283,748

	Gaza Strip

	None
	48.4
	37.1
	63.6
	53.0
	18,728

	Elementary
	53.1
	44.1
	74.5
	66.5
	32,712

	Preperatory
	58.9
	45.6
	78.0
	70.6
	51,266

	Secondary and above
	57.5
	44.9
	79.3
	70.4
	51,462

	Total
	56.6
	44.6
	75.2
	66.6
	154,168


However, it seems that use of contraception may not be efficient in reducing the fertility rates for several reasons such as age at first use.  It also seems that contraception is used at a later stage in marriage as the women gets older.  In fact, 83.9% of married females aged less than 20 years do not use contraception.  Then again education and participation in labor force may play a role in the use of contraception.  According to data, 54.7% of uneducated women do not use contraception.  In any case, there is a tendency towards more use of contraception since 51.4% of married women of the Palestinian Territory use them.  This can be the result of more women education and more participation in the labor force. The increase in heath awareness may be another factor leading to more family planning. 

Table 4.13: Percentage of currently married women (15-49 years) who or their husbands use contraception by selected background characteristics, 2000

	Background characteristics
	Uses any method
	Does not use any method
	Number of women

	Age

	Less than 20
	16.1
	83.9
	28,659

	20-24
	41.1
	58.9
	78,199

	25-49
	57.3
	42.7
	312,864

	Mother’s educational attainment

	None
	45.3
	54.7
	62,975

	Elementary
	52.3
	47.7
	106,307

	Preperatory
	51.9
	48.1
	138,214

	Secondary+
	53.6
	46.4
	112,226

	Type of locality

	Urban
	51.1
	48.9
	234,813

	Rural
	52.9
	47.1
	119,667

	Camp
	50.1
	49.9
	65,242

	Region

	Palestinian Territory
	51.4
	48.6
	419,722

	West Bank
	54.3
	45.7
	271,594

	Gaza Strip
	46.1
	53.9
	148,128


However, the fertility rate is still high and stands at 5.93 with 6.81 for the Gaza Strip and 5.52 for the West Bank (the main findings of the Health Survey - 2000).  There are variations in this regard between the two regions since 54.3% of the West Bank females use contraception whereas 46.1% of Gaza Strip’s females use such methods.  According to table (4.13), the percentage of women aged less than 20 years and use contraception is 16.1% whereas 57.3% of those aged 25-49 use contraception, which means that the older the female is, the more willing she would be to use family planning methods.  Also, on the one hand 45.3% of uneducated females use contraception, on the other hand, 53.6% of women with high school diploma or more use contraception, which indicates that education plays another role in deciding to use the methods.

4.9 Work:

women’s involvement in the labor force is another important factor in deciding the number of children.  Working females tend to reduce the burdens of responsibilities inside and outside home by reducing the number of children they are going to have.  Data indicate that 48.0% of working females have 0-4 children while on the contrary, 59.3% of non-working women have more than four children.  The average number of children for working women is 3.7 and it is 4.6 for the non-working women.

Table 4.14: Percentage distribution of currently married women by labor force status, number and average of ever-born children, average number of living children, and region, 2000

	Labor force status
	Number of ever-born children
	Average number of ever-born children
	Average number of living children
	Number of women

	
	0-3
	4-7
	8+
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory

	Employed
	48.0
	37.5
	14.5
	3.74
	3.52
	29,455

	Others
	40.6
	40.5
	18.9
	4.60
	4.38
	416,141

	Total
	41.2
	40.2
	18.6
	4.54
	4.31
	445,595

	West Bank

	Employed
	50.3
	41.2
	8.5
	3.57
	3.42
	20,816

	Others
	41.9
	41.7
	16.4
	4.47
	4.26
	267,368

	Total
	42.5
	41.7
	15.8
	4.40
	4.19
	288,183

	Gaza Strip

	Employed
	42.5
	28.6
	28.9
	3.47
	3.30
	8639

	Others
	38.3
	38.3
	23.4
	4.47
	4.25
	148,773

	Total
	38.5
	37.7
	23.8
	4.39
	4.17
	157,412


4.10 Education:

Education also plays a major role in determining the number of children a woman desires to have.  According to table (4.15), 21.2% of uneducated females have 0-3 children but 78.8% of them have four or more children.  The figures tell us that uneducated women tend to have more children than educated women.  The percentage of women who have 0-3 children is high among educated females. When it comes to having more than four children, the percentage of educated women is low.  The average number of ever-born children for educated women is 3.6 while it is 6.6 for uneducated women.       

Table 4.15: Percentage distribution of currently married women by educational attainment, number and average of ever-born children, average number of living children, and region, 2000

	Educational attainment and region
	Number of ever-born children
	Average number of ever-born children
	Average number of living children
	Number of women

	
	0-3
	4-7
	8+
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory

	None
	21.2
	36.4
	42.4
	6.59
	6.10
	76,975

	Elementary
	37.3
	39.9
	22.8
	4.93
	4.69
	111,225

	Preperatory
	45.8
	43.3
	10.9
	4.01
	3.85
	140,426

	Secondary and above
	52.3
	39.6
	8.1
	3.56
	3.46
	116,969

	Total
	41.2
	40.2
	18.6
	4.57
	4.34
	445,595

	West Bank

	None
	20.8
	37.3
	41.9
	6.61
	6.11
	55,829

	Elementary
	38.2
	43.2
	18.6
	4.73
	4.51
	78,261

	Preperatory
	48.1
	45.6
	6.3
	3.70
	3.58
	89,466

	Secondary and above
	59.0
	38.0
	3.0
	3.08
	3.00
	64,627

	Total
	42.6
	41.7
	15.7
	4.40
	4.19
	288,183

	Gaza Strip

	None
	22.5
	33.4
	44.1
	6.54
	6.06
	21,146

	Elementary
	34.7
	32.5
	32.8
	5.40
	5.11
	32,964

	Preperatory
	42.0
	39.0
	19.0
	4.55
	4.31
	50,960

	Secondary and above
	44.2
	41.5
	14.3
	4.16
	4.02
	52,342

	Total
	38.5
	37.8
	23.7
	4.86
	4.62
	157,412


Executive summary:

Marital status

* Tendencies in married life play a role in determining fertility since marriage is the most influential demographic factor in population growth.

* Early marriage is a trend in the Palestinian society; it increases the fertility rates;

Age at first marriage

* Early marriage leads to higher fertility rates, while late marriage does the opposite because it means a shorter reproduction period.

* Education is a major influential factor in determining age at first marriage; educated women get married at an age older than uneducated ones.

* 50% of  the women in the Palestinian Territory got married before turning 18 years.

* The median age at first marriage has not changed since 1995 and stands at 18 years.

Age at first marriage and the number of ever-born children

* Early marriage raises the number of children.

* 15.7% of married women in the West Bank and 23.7% of married women in Gaza Strip have 8 or more children.

Mother’s age

* The number of ever-born children increases with age as the period of potential pregnancy gets longer.

* 99.4% of females aged 15-19 years have 0-3 children, whereas, 16.6% of females aged 30-54 years have the same number of children.

Relatives marriage

* Relatives marriage is still a trend in the Palestinian Society; however, it is more widespread in Gaza Strip than the West Bank.

* The average number of children for first cousin marriages is 4.5 whereas it is 3.9 for those who do not marry a relative.

Age at first birth

* Half of ever-married women in the age group 15-49 years gave birth to their first baby before turning 20 years.

* Age at first marriage and womens’ education influence age at first delivery.

Birth spacing

* Birth spacing period is rather short and stands at an average of less than two years.

* Shorter gaps between deliveries have bad impact on mothers’ health, baby, size of family, and the population growth rates.

Family planning

* Use of contraception limits the rise in the fertility rates.

* 51.4% of women use contraception.

* Education and age determine the use of contraception; the older and more educated the women is, the more likely she would use contraception.

* 54.3% of the women of the West Bank use contraception, which is higher than the Gaza Strip, where the figure stands at 46.1%.  The fertility rates are still high; they stand at 5.52 in the West Bank and 6.81 in Gaza Strip (1999 figures).

* Contraception might not play a significant role in reducing the fertility rates due to the age when it is first used, duration of use, womens’ education and work.

Work

* Non-working women tend to have more than four children since 59.3% of them are willing to have that number of children.  48.0% of working women tend to have 0-3 children.

Education

* Uneducated women tend to have more children than their educated counterparts since 78.8% of them have more than four children.

* The average number of ever-born children drops when the level of education increases.  
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