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Chapter 4

Child Cultural and Recreational Reality
State parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the child age and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts. 
            

(Child Rights Convention, Article 31-1)

State parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to participate fully in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal opportunities for artistic, cultural and recreational and leisure time activity. 

(Child Rights Convention, Article 31-2)

The importance of children’s education and culture is shown in the basic functions of culture as a social process of upbringing and transforming the newborn from a biological entity into a social being. Cultures go beyond socialization for they develop the child’s personality and national identity. Solidification of cultural and recreational rights o

f Palestinian children have been made through the incorporation of these rights into the Palestinian child national plan, prepared by the national committee and endorsed by the PNA in 1995. The plan is in line with the international convention of the rights of the child sanctioned by the UN General Assembly in 1989. The child’s ltural and recreational rights have since become inseparable parts of the child’s rights as a human being, as stated in Article 31 of this Convention. 

The culture of Palestinian children stems from Palestinian and Arabic, heritage, philosophy, religion, norms, values, traditions, the 1988 Declaration of Independence, and the national Palestinian, Arab and Islamic ambitions. Knowledge and information are acquired through Arabic through which interpersonal communication, self-expression, and an opening of the Arab cultures is possible. The child’s knowledge is also enriched through arts, music, literature, technology, and investment in recreational activities and leisure time.

 Family Role in the Child’s Culture and Recreation

Family is the foundation of the society and the first source of a child’s culture. The family represents a social pattern and a cultural medium for the child, influencing the experiences acquired by the child in reflection to the family’s cultural souci economic reality. The family economic status is important because greater income results in a greater capability to provide educational and recreational means, such as a home library, TV, Computer, educational and cognitive toys, and visits to cultural institutions. 

 Availability of Educational Tools in the Home

About 96.4% of (under 18 years) children’s families do not have computers

Home libraries, computers and TVs are considered important potential cultural means that can provide the child with an advantageous educational and recreational material if utilized properly. 

Table (4–1): Distribution of Children (Under 18 Years) by Availability of a Computer, TV and a Library at Home, 1997

Age Group
West Bank %
Gaza Strip %
Palestinian Territory %


PC
TV
Library
PC
TV
Library
PC
TV
Library

0-4
3.4
88.9
13.9
2.0
84.2
9.5
2.9
86.9
12.1

5-9
4.3
90.5
14.9
2.4
85.4
9.8
3.5
88.4
12.8

10-14
5.1
90.8
15.4
2.8
85.7
10.2
4.2
88.8
13.4

15-17
5.7
90.7
16.5
3.4
85.3
10.9
4.8
88.6
14.3

Total
4.3
90.0
14.8
2.4
85.0
9.9
3.6
87.9
12.8

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. The Database of the Population, Housing and Establishments Census of 1997. Unpublished Data.  
Figure (4 –1): Percentage of Children (Under 18 Years) by the Availability of Cultural Means (PC, TV, Library) at Home, 1997
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Table (4–1) shows that about 3.6% of all Palestinian children, under 18 years, have access to computers at home. Gazan families are less capable of affording computers for their children compared to the West Bank, where the ratio of households with children that own computers in both areas was 2.4%in gaza and 4.3%, in the west bank. 

The highest percentage of computers (4.82) were owned by families with children aged (15-17 years) old. Again, the West Bank contains the highest proportion (5.7%) and Gaza Strip (3.4%). The second group of children most likely to have computers at home is the age group 10-14 year, whilst the lowest rate of computers is found among families with children aged 9 years or younger. 

Computer availability in households is an important for children and their families  of knowledge, education and recreation.

Table (4–1) indicates that 87.6% of Palestinian children have access to a television, drawing attention to the fact that TV is the most prevailing source of media, culture and recreation in Palestinian society.  This percentage also implies that a high percentage of children watches television and are influenced by its various programs. Table (4–2) indicates that 94.9% of children aged 5–17 years watch television daily. 

The census findings show that the percentage of children (5-17 years) whose families own a library at home equals 12.8%, (14.8% in the West Bank and 9.9% in Gaza Strip).

 Recreational Games/Toys

Toys and games are basic educational means for children, and one of the most significant elements in the child’s upbringing, education and recreation. 

However, information is lacking on the nature of the toys used by Palestinian children, especially on popular games and manufactured toys.  There is a need to collect and study information on the toys used by Palestinian children to determine the educational and recreational benefits they can provide it is also important to determine  their appropriateness in maintaining child’s physical and mental safety.

 Children Habitual Activities 

As presented in Table (4–2), watching television and playing with friends are the most common activities performed by Palestinian children. The findings on child labor and activities (5-17 years), point out that 94.9% of children watch television daily, and 80.1% play with friends every day. It is worth noting, in this regard, that the percentage of male children (90.5%) playing with their friends is considerably higher than females (68.9%) performing similar activities. 

Further more, Table (4-2) shows that 75% of female children aged (5-17 years) assist in daily household activities in comparison to only 27.6% of male children doing similar tasks. This reflects the traditional genders roles imposed on children by the society from an early age. A total of 43% of children (aged 5-17) years in Palestine more over, adopt reading as a hobby with considerably higher numbers of female readers (49%) than males (38%). 

Table (4–2): Distribution of Children (Under 18 Years) by the Activities

they Daily Perform, 1998

Child Activities
Gender
Total %


Male %
Female %


Play With Friends
90.5 
68.9
80.1

Perform Sport Activity
57.0
30.7
44.4

Assist in Household Works
27.6
75.0
50.2

Has No Time for Such Activities
2.3
2.0
2.1

Watch TV
95.1
94.6
94.9

Drawing Arts
30.9
37.6
34.1

Play Musical Instrument
2.7
2.5
2.6

Artistic Activity (Theatre, Dance Group, Acting )
7.2
8.1
7.6

Reading
38.2
48.8
43.2

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Child Work and Activities Survey (5–17 Years).

                Main Results, (October–December 1998), Ramallah–Palestine.

 A School role in the Child Educational and Recreational Reality

School is the second institution to which the child belongs and which actively contributes to a child’s growth, social development, and adoption of its culture. In order for schools to fulfill their role in social and educational upbringing, they should have access to resources to achieve the essential educational and recreational objectives.

 Educational and Recreational Means Available in Kindergartens and Schools 

Kindergartens are a transitory stage, which function to a broad an the educational and recreational domain of the child. The kindergarten is a place to foster social adaptation and group play and a place to develop and enhance the child’s cognitive, mental, emotional, and social abilities. Unfortunately, kindergartens in the Palestinian Territory are still playing a marginal educational and recreational role in regards to children. Preschool education at kindergartens is not integrated into the obligatory stage of education, but is used to prepare children for later schooling.

 Kindergartens’ Libraries

Not much information is available on kindergarten libraries, as no studies were carried to provide indicators on children’s use and benefit from these libraries. 

Table (4–3): Percentage Distribution of Kindergartens with Libraries, by Region and Number of Books, for the Scholastic Year 1996-1997

Total No. of Kindergartens for1997/1996
No. of Kindergartens having Libraries
Total
(%)
500 + Books

(%)
100 – 499 Books

(%)
Less than 100 Books

(%)
Area

505
498
100
2.8
15.3
81.9
West Bank 

200
200
100
0.5
8.5
91.0
Gaza Strip 

705
698
100
2.2
13.3
84.5
Palestinian Territory

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and the Ministry of Education, 1997. Education Statistics Yearbook, 1996 / 1997, Ramallah – Palestine.

As indicated in Table (4-3), the majority of kindergartens have libraries. About 84.5% of these libraries contain less than 100 books compared to 2.2% of these libraries that contain 500 books or more. This emphasizes the importance of investment in children’s books at kindergarten libraries and calls for more studies to determine the extent to which children benefit from them.

 School Libraries

42.3% of West Bank schools have libraries of more than 1000 books, in comparison to 12% of schools in the Gaza Strip.

With the exception of 7 schools, all Palestinian schools in the West Bank and Gaza Strip had libraries on their premises in the scholastic year 1996/1997, but the number of books varies greatly from one library to another. As for venue, most school libraries are located in separate rooms, administration rooms, classrooms, or corridors. 

Table (4–4): Percentage Distribution of Schools with Libraries, by Number of Books, Area, and Supervising Authority, for the Scholastic Year 1996/1997

Total Number of Schools for 1996/1997
Number of Schools Having Libraries
Total
(%)
1000 +
(%)
500-999
(%)
100-499
(%)
Less Than 100 books (%)
Region & Supervising  Authority








West Bank 

946
944
100
42.3
23.9
21.8
12.0
Governmental

100
97
100
63.9
10.3
6.2
19.6
UNRWA

147
146
100
32.2
8.9
19.9
39.0
Private








Gaza Strip 

167
166
100
12.0
33.2
36.1
18.7
Governmental

161
161
100
85.1
7.4
5.6
1.9
UNRWA

11
11
100
9.1
9.1
36.4
45.4
Private







Palestinian Territory

1113
1110
100
37.7
25.3
24.0
13.0
Governmental

261
258
100
77.2
8.5
5.8
8.5
UNRWA

158
157
100
30.6
8.9
21.0
39.5
Private

1532
1525
100
43.7
20.8
20.5
15.0
Gross Total

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and the Ministry of Education, 1997. Education Statistics Yearbook, 1996 / 1997, Ramallah–Palestine.

Furthermore, a total of 43.7% of Palestinian school libraries contain more than 1000 books. About 20.8% of libraries consist of between 500-999 books, 20.5% contain 100-499 books, and 15.0% of libraries have less than 100 books. Table (4–4), also reveals that more than three quarters of UNRWA schools own libraries with 1000 books or more, while 37.7% of governmental schools and 30.6% of private schools have a similar number of texts in their libraries. School libraries perform functions that are no less important than library functions in kindergartens. School libraries should be developed and their appropriateness to pupils’ needs and benefits should be assessed.

Table (4–5): Number of Books Per School, and the Average Number of Books Per Pupil at Governmental Schools, By Region for the Scholastic Year 1996/1997.

Book / Student
Book / School
Number of Books (In Thousands)
Area

3.3
1121
1060.2
West Bank 

0.8
633
105.7
Gaza Strip 

2.4
1048
1165.9
Palestinian Territory

Source: Ministry of Education, 1997. Schools Libraries Database, 1997.

A wide regional gap is found in terms of the number of books in governmental schools between the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The average number of books per Gaza School were 488 books less than the average in West Bank schools. 

School libraries contain 0.8 books per student in Gaza Strip and 3.3 books per student in West Bank

Children’s utilization rate of school libraries does not exceed 15.9% of the total number of books found in the scholastic year 1996/1997. The percentage was 14% in the West Bank in comparison to 35.9% in Gaza Strip12 schools. Despite the lower average number of books per school and the book per student ratio in Gaza Strip as compared to the West Bank, the reading demand of students is much higher in Gaza Strip than in the West Bank. 

 School Cultural and Recreational Tools 

Television, video, computers, and recorders are examples of educational tools used in Palestinian schools and kindergartens. Computer availability in kindergartens does not exceed 17.7% of the total number of kindergartens in the Palestinian Territory. The percentage of kindergartens having computers is 20.0% and 12.4% in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, respectively. The Palestinian Ministry of Education has encouraged private schools to introduce computers as educational and recreational means. Table (6-4) indicates that computers are available in 48.5% of total West Bank schools and 55.3% of the schools in Gaza Strip. 

Table (4–6): Percentages of Schools and Kindergartens as for the Availability of Computers, VCRS, TS and Recorders, By Region for the Scholastic Year 1997/1998

Number of Schools and Kindergartens for 1997/1998
Recorder %
Video %
TV %
PC %
Item

Kindergartens

570
81.2
33.7
38.8
20.2
West Bank 

219
66.2
14.6
23.7
12.4
Gaza Strip 

789
77.4
28.4
34.6
17.7
Palestinian Territory 

Schools

1244
94.5
42.8
45.2
45.8
West Bank 

367
94.8
22.1
24.5
55.3
Gaza Strip 

1611
94.5
38.1
40.5
48.5
Palestinian Territory 

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and the Ministry of Education, 1998. Education Statistics Yearbook, 1997 / 1998, (No. 4), Ramallah–Palestine.
 Festival, Cultural and Artistic Contests, Trips, and Sports  

School-organized activities for students, whether cultural, athletic, or artistic, represent one of the most important means for schools to enhance a child’s social, cultural and recreational development. 

At the cultural level, schools, district departments and the Ministry of Education arrange, yearly, student festivals and contests in Arabic calligraphy, chess, essay and short story writing, journalism, reading, recitation and memorization of Qura’n, poetry recitation, oratory stills, drawing, singing, and school theatre. These activities aim at developing the child artistic taste, talents and creativity.

 Role of Social Environment in the Child’s Education and Recreation 

Formal and informal social environments, other than family and school, enable children to freely participate in cultural and artistic activities, Examples of such environments can be found in sport clubs, attending theatre, watching television, media, galleries, exhibitions, museums, drawing and music.

 Children’s Favorite TV Programs 

About 76.7% of children (9-17 years) prefer artistic and recreational TV programs, reflecting their priorities. Child focused programs occupy the second most watched (66%) TV programs by children, and sports programs came in third (37.5%). On the other hand, news and educational programs attracted much less attention or interest. 

Table (4–7): Percentage of Children (9-17 Years) in the Palestinian Territory, by Favorite TV Programs, 1996

Percentage of Children 

(9-17 Years)
Preferred TV Programs



21.5
Scientific

30.3
Cultural and Educational

76.7
Artistic and Recreational

29.1
News

37.5
Sports

66.0
Children Programs

26.7
Religious Programs

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1996. Culture Survey Database, 1996.              Unpublished Data.

 Children Radio Programs 

Children’s educational, cultural or recreational radio programs broadcast by the Voice of Palestine, cover less than 0.9% of the total 6.923 transmission hours produced annualy13
 Children libraries

There is about one public library per15, 000 children (under 18 years)

A survey carried out in 1998, under the supervision of the Ministry of Culture, shows that the total number of children libraries in the Palestinian Territory equaled 97, of which 52 are independent children libraries and 45 are part of public libraries. About two thirds (61%) of these libraries were created after 1990. The ratio of libraries per child (the total population of Palestinian children was 1,484,313 in mid 1997) shows that there was one library per 15,000 children. This ratio reflects the serious shortage of children libraries, which suffer from severe negligence also.

Table (4–8): Distribution of Public Children Libraries by Type, 1998

Percent
Library Type

52.6
Independent Children Library

45.4
Children Library as Part of a Public Library

02.0
No Answer

100
Total

    Source: Reality of Child Libraries in Palestine – Survey, 1998.
The major services provided by child libraries are reading inside the library lending books, presenting lectures, drawing activities, and library training (60-66%). Exhibitions and film shows constitute minor activities for child libraries (less than 32%). 

Table (4–9): Distribution of Children’s Libraries by Type of Services, 1998

Percentage
Type of Service

65.9
Lending

95.8
Internal Reading

28.1
Film Shows

61.1
Seminars and Discussions

57.3
Story Telling

46.3
Story Writing

40.6
Drama and Acting

62.5
Drawing

31.3
Exhibitions

60.4
Training on Library Use

Source: Reality of Child Libraries in Palestine–Study Survey, 1998.

 Children Books and Magazines

For the moment, no assessment has been made on the content of books read by Palestinian children. Children books written by Palestinian authors are estimated to number 867 books as shown by a bibliographical survey on books written since the start of this century. The indicated number of Palestinian children books includes 377 stories, 89 poetry books for children, and 106 plays. The remainder are books on general subjects and those designed for school curricula. The number of childrens books translated by Palestinians is limited to 44 books14. 

 Cultural and Recreational Institutions

The percentage of male children visiting sports clubs is three times higher than the number of female children attending these clubs.

Updated information on cultural institutions focused on children in terms of numbers, objectives, and activities is not available. As shown in Table (4-10), a total of 15% of both genders (9-17 years) repeatedly visit cultural and sports clubs. The percentage of male children among this category is three times higher than females with a 28/100 of female to male ratio. The percentage of children aged (9–17 years) does not exceed 6.6%, irrespective of gender, while exhibitions are visited by 16.4% of children in this age group. 

Table (4–10): Percentage of Children (9-17 Years Old) Who Visited Cultural Institutions by Type of Institution, Gender and Age, 1998

Museums 

%
Theatres
%
Exhibitions
%
Sports & Cultural Clubs %
Age & Gender





Male

5.9
6.7
14.6
18.4
9 – 13

7.4
7.7
18.8
28.3
14 - 17

6.5
7.1
16.3
22.5
9 - 17





Female

6.1
5.5
14.0
6.1
9 – 13

7.2
3.7
20.0
6.3
14 - 17

6.6
4.7
16.6
6.2
9 - 17





Both

6.0
6.2
14.3
12.9
9 – 13

7.3
5.8
19.3
17.8
14 - 17

6.6
6.0
16.4
15.0
9 - 17

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1996. Culture Survey Database, 1996. Ramallah–Palestine.

 Summer Camps

Summer camps are among the most common and popular cultural and recreational activities amongst children. Children travel in thousands to these camps, each year, in order to invest positively in their leisure time, pursue their social, educational, cultural development and promote health and environmental awareness among them. 

Table (4 – 11): Number of Summer Camps and Participants during Summer 1998

Number of Supervisors
Number of Trainers
Number of Participants
Girls Camps
Boys Camps
Area

320
276
15000
11
35
West Bank

1000
396
27000
38
50
Gaza Strip

1320
672
42000
49
85
Palestinian Territory

Source: Ministry of Youth and Sports. Summer Camps Program’s Report, 1998.

Table (4-11) shows the number of summer camps held by the Ministry of Youth and Sports in 1998. Out of the 134 camps organized by the Ministry, 85 were exclusively prepared for males, as compared to only 49 designed for females. The number of participants totaled 42,000 in the entire Palestinian Territory in which Gaza participants (27.000) outnumbered their counterparts in the West Bank (15.000). A number of cultural and recreational activities were usually performed including radio programs, bulletins, and magazines symbolizing various events in Palestinian history. In addition, artistic activities included drawing, folklore, songs, dabkeh, acting and handicrafts trips, social and sport activities are also common at these class. Cultural programs comparing lectures on political, national, historical, religious, geographical, and health issues were also apart of the summer camps’ agenda.

Executive Summary

- 96.4% of children’s families do not own computers.

- 87.9% of children’s families own TV sets.

- Watching Television and playing with friends are the most common activities for children (94.9% and 80.1%, respectively).

- Around 84.5% of Palestinian kindergartens have no more than 100 books in each of their libraries. The average number of books in governmental school libraries was 1121 books/school in the West Bank and 633 books/school in Gaza Strip for the scholastic year 1996/1997.

- The books/student ratio was 0.8 in Gaza Strip compared to 3.3 in the West Bank for the scholastic year 1996/1997.

- The percentage of governmental schools with available computers was 40.2% in the West Bank and 55.3% in Gaza Strip, for the scholastic year 1997/1998.

- Children-oriented radio programs produced by the Voice of Palestine ]educational, cultural or recreational nature,[ formed no more than 0.9% of the total annual transmission hours (6923 hours). 

- There is one public library for about every 15,000 children (under 18 years).

- About 15% of all children visit cultural, sport and recreational clubs, of which 22.5% are male compared to 6.2% of female children.

- The Ministry of Youth and Sports organized a total of 134 summer camps in 1998, 85 camps for male children and 49 for females. The total number of participants neared 42 thousands from both of the West Bank (15,000) and Gaza Strip (27,000).

Recommendations

- A Child’s  culture emerges from early childhood, through particular sets of procedures and means. In order to stimulate a child’s interest and talents a scientifically studied plan should be established, requiring:

- Provision of updated statistical data and information on the cultural and recreational realities of Palestinian children, pertinent to local child cultural centers, toys & artistic production companies, and media & publishing houses, in order to define prevalent child culture and demand levels for the aforementioned services.

- Studies and surveys on the benefits children gain  from cultural and artistic overflows, and their impacts on children lives and futures.

- Statistical data and information on the substance of stories and conventional toys provided to the child in early life stages, for reclassification, reassessment and preservation. 

- Performance assessment of cultural and recreational institutions and programs in order to prepare future plans that better serve Palestinian children.

- Harmonization of a child service provision, creating a comprehensive plan that outlines desired image of a child cultural formation for the 21 century.    

- Attempt geographically based the research on cultural and recreational institutions in rural, urban, camps and under-served areas. 

- Enforce special legislation for protection and promotion of Palestinian cultural and recreational heritage for new generations to come.

- Challenges facing the culture of the Palestinian children stem from the society’s of ability to raise new generations of children with critical thinking abilities and an the ability of evaluation of, rather than unconscious reproduction of, culture. UNESCO report on child culture in primary education for the 21 century aims at assisting children to better understand their cultures, past and present. In broader societal frameworks, inter cultural opening and dialogue are the only means for greater cultural prosperity and positive interaction.
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