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Chapter 1

Socio-Economic Reality

A child means every human being below the age of 18 years unless, under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier.

(Child’s Rights Convention, Article 1)

Children are an important sector in the society and one of its most important resources for sustained future development. Childhood is a critical life stage defining and shaping the child’s future personality traits and characteristics. Therefore, many countries strive to provide their children with essential care providing the impetus for well-balanced mental, psychological, physical and social growth. Children refer to all humans under 18 years of age, as stipulated by Article 1 of the International Convention of the Rights of the Child (hereinafter CRC)
 ratified by the UN General Assembly in 1989. The CRC outlines a set of principles to sustain survival, growth and protection for children, an objective requiring societal  care, positive environments rich with incentives, and a consolidated effort by all those involved in child protection. 

The surrounding environment represents a basic element in the child’s physical, and psychological development, influencing the way children are raised and shaping their thoughts, beliefs, concepts, behaviors, and attitudes. This chapter introduces and discusses basic statistics on the environment surrounding children in the Palestinian Territory. The statistical figures provided revolve around the demographic structure of the population and the social conditions, including education and living standards, the economic environment and the sectoral structure of the Palestinian economy. The labor force is examined as will, in order to highlight the life framework in which children live and grow in the Palestinian Territory. 

 Population Growth

An increase in population growth rates is expected periodically throughout the years 1997-2001 followed by a sharp decrease in these rates in time to reach 2.2% by the year 2025

The analysis of population data in a society is made via a number of statistical methods. The descriptive method uses measures or criteria to indicate consistency and/or discrepancy among the basic variables. A time series is another method utilized to indicate general change trends in the basic constituents of each variable for further consultations when selecting developmental objectives. The most recent estimates show that the number of people residing normally in the Palestinian Territory amounts to 2.8 million by mid 1997distributed between the West Bank (1.7 millions), Gaza Strip (0.9 million), and Jerusalem (0.2 million). According to population projections, the population of the Palestinian Territory will reach 7.4 million by the first half of year 2025. Furthermore, the Palestinian Territory will need 18 years to double the size of its population to approach 5.6 millions by mid 2014. Gaza Strip population will double (exceeding 2 million) in 16 years compared to the 20 years required by the West Bank, (approximately 3.6 million). 

The population increase is expected to endure in the remaining few years of this century and through the next decade, primarily due to the expected numbers of Palestinians in the Diaspora
 returning to the Palestinian Territory as a results of the peace process. About half a million are expected to return during the period 1997-2010, whereas the emigration rate is estimated to stagnate in the period 2010 - 2025. The estimated decline in the population growth rate throughout the years 2011-2025 is accounted basically by the expected decrease in fertility rates from 4.7 to 3.1 in the year 2010-2025.
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population Projections in the West Bank and Gaza Strip (1997-2025). Ramallah–Palestine. Unpublished data.
Figure (1–1) shows the future trends in Palestinian growth rates. Population growth will increase throughout the period 1997-2010, but then gradually encounter a slow decline by the end of projection periods in 2025. A comparison with the other societies places the  Palestinian Territory among the countries with the highest growth rates, both worldwide and among the Arab countries. The International growth rate is lower than the average rate in developing countries, estimated 1.5 and 1.8 respectively. The Palestinian Territory, however, showed a 4.1 rate in 1998 due to the estimated increase in presumed migration and birth rates.

As mentioned before, the crude birth rate in the Palestinian Territory is considered among the highest rates in the Arab world. Crude birth rates are higher than 35 per thousand in more than half of the Arab countries, (e.g.  Jordan, the Palestinian Territory, Iraq, Oman, Libya). Lower crude birth rates (less than 30 per thousand) are reported in only eight Arab countries. On the other hand the death rate in the Palestinian Territory is declining to approach the lowest of the crude death rates among some Arab countries such as Kuwait, Qatar, UAE, Tunis and Bahrain. The improvement of health services and health education that occurred after the emergence of the PNA in the Palestinian Territory may have had a significant effect in reducing death rates, in general, and the infant mortality rate, in particular. 
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Source: United Nations, New York. Population of the World, 1996.
[image: image7.wmf]Figure (

1

–

3

): Population Growth Rate in the Period 

1990

–

1992

 in 

Some Arab Countries

0

2

4

6

Syria

Libya

Somalia

Mauritania

Jordan

Saudi Arabia

Sudan

Dijibouti

Palestinian Territory 

Oman

Bahrain

Iraq

Algeria

Lebanon

Tunisia

Qatar

Egypt

Percentage


Source: United Nations, New York. Population of the World, 1996.

 Fertility

In 1998 the total fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory was 5.9 and is expected to reach 3.1 by the year 2025.

Fertility rates in a given society describe the relationship between the population growth rate and the social and economic developments present in that society. Societal norms, marriage age, and women’s reproductive behavior, and the use of family planing methods influence fertility rate. Available statistics show that the 1998 total fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory was estimated at 5.94 births, which is expected to decrease, in time, to 5.75 births in the year 2000, and to 3.06 births by the 2025. Visible regional differences between the West Bank and Gaza Strip are present, for 1998, the Gaza Strip’s total fertility rate was 6.84 compared to 5.49 in the West Bank. However, by the year 2025 total fertility rates are expected to shrink to 2.8 and 3.46 in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, respectively. 
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population Projections in the West Bank and

             Gaza Strip (1997 - 2025). Ramallah–Palestine. Unpublished data.

 Age and Gender-Specific Childhood Structure 

More than half (53.3%) of the Palestinian society were children less than 18 years of age in 1998
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All persons under 18 years of age are defined as children. Studies on children are considered very important when studying the population age structure. The age and gender specific structure is a direct reflection of the interaction between birth, death, migration rates, and fertility rate: higher fertility rates lead to increase in the percentage of children under the age of 18.

The figure (1-5) indicates that 53.3% of the total population in 1998 was formed of children less than 18 years of age (1.546 million among which 49% were female). Though available data show that children constitute more than half of the Palestinian people, population projections expect a gradual decrease in this percentage to reach 43.1% by the year 2025.
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Figure (1–6): Distribution of Children (0-17 years) by (Single Years of) Age and Gender, 1997

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population Projections in the West Bank and Gaza Strip (1997 - 2025). Ramallah–Palestine. Unpublished Data.
When attempting to study their demographic indicators, children should be classified into age groups according to the changes and developments of their needs by age. Higher proportions of children aged less than 5 years induces more burdens on the society in order to achieve sustainable or sufficient development levels and/or fulfillment of the needs of its children. The age group (0-4 years) comprises 18.7% of the total Palestinian population and 35.1% of the total number of children in our society. Female children under five years of age make up to 49.1% of the total number of children of the same age group. In 1990, the ratio of children of the total population in the Palestinian Territory was considerably higher than the general average for the developing countries
 (13.3%) and the Arab countries (16.5%) for the same year. Furthermore, Children (5-9 years) constitute 15.6% of the total population and 29.2% of total number of children. Female children in this age group comprise 49.2% of all children in the same age group. The percentage of children (5-9 years) in the total Palestinian population is higher than the general average for the Arab countries (13.8%
 in 1990). 

Children (aged 10-14 years) are living through a peculiar stage that leads them to adolescence. It requires prior academic, psychosocial, and vocational preparation to develop productive individuals capable of assuming their future responsibilities in the society. Population estimates for 1998 show those children (aged 10-14 years) form about 12.5% of the total population in the Palestinian Territory, and about 23.6% of the total number of Palestinian children. The percentage of children in this age group (10-14 year) is also higher than the general average for Arab countries, which was 11.8% in 1990
.

 Social Environment

A child’s social environment encompasses all aspects related to family nurturing of children, and any associated variable affecting the child’s up bringing. The family surrounding, in which the child lives, include housing issues, available public services, and living standards.  A child’s personal development (education, culture, social care) is also factored in the social environment because these conditions affect a child’s abilities, relationships, and social interactions.

 Early Marriage

Two out of every five females married in 1997 aged less than 18 years

In the Palestinian Territory, the mean age at first marriage for females was about 18 years compared to 23 years for males. In40.1% of all marriages in 1997 the women was under the age of 18, where as only 2.7% of 1997 marriages involved a men under the age of 18.

 Sex of Head of the Household  

Findings of the 1997 Population, Housing and Establishment Census show that 4.2% of the total number of children (less than 18 years of age) live in female-headed households. Interestingly, this percentage increases with the child age: while the percentage is 2.9% for under-five children, it increases to 3.5% for children aged (5-9 years), compared to 7.2% in children (aged 15-17 years). No significant variations are found between the West Bank and Gaza Strip in this regard. 
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Population, Housing and Establishments Census of 1997.
 Children in Single-Headed Households 

43,627 children (3.1% of the total number of children) are living with one parent, 92.5% of which live with mothers and 7.5% with fathers

Available data reveals that 43,627 children (about 3.1% of the total number of children) were living with one parent
, of which 92.5% are living with their mothers and 7.5% live with their fathers. No essential differences are found between male and female children in this regard. Female children living with their mothers constitute 92.4% of the total number of female children living with one parent, compared to 92.6% of male children of the same group. The distribution of children living with one parent according to the child’s age is as follows: 13.8% are under - five children, 25.2% age 5-9 years, 36.1% are in the age group (10-14) years and 25.0% are children aged (15-17) years.

The number of child-headed households in the Palestinian Territory was 380 of which 40 are headed by female children. Data revealed that around 60% of those children head households formed of 2-5 members, 22.0% head families larger than five members, and 18% are living on their own. This state of affairs negatively affects children’s attainment of their usual rights to education and protection against economic exploitation. Available statistics on children’s educational levels indicate that 46.1% children (head of household) had received only elementary school education or less, 45.2% had preparatory schooling and 8.7% attained secondary education. As for the employment status of children, about 47.9% of children were classified within the labor force (employed or unemployed) in comparison to 47.4% of children heading households who are enrolled at schools. 

 Educational Attainment of Heads of the Households 

About 23.9% of children (less than 18 years) heads of households attained less than an elementary level of education.

Heads of households have significant roles to play in guiding their families. Data shows that about 10.1% of children aged less than 18 years are living with illiterate heads of households, 13.8% live with heads able to read and write, and 30.0% live with heads who had completed secondary education or higher. This implies that a total of 23.9% of Palestinian children are living with heads of households whose educational attainment is less than elementary.

 Head of the Household Participation in Labour Market

In order to define the characteristics of the labor market, it is necessary to include present dependency rates. The dependency rate for 1997 was estimated to be 94.3, i.e. for each 94 individuals aged (0-14 years) and 65 years or above, there are 100 persons in the labor age who belong to the age group (15-64 years). The dependency rate is 93.2 for females and 95.4 for males. Moreover, dependency rates are expected to decline in time to approach 81.0 in the year 2010 and 60.7 in the year 2025, as suggested by the hypothesis used for population projections that have been previously discussed in this chapter.

The census findings
 indicate that 90.1% of children less than 18 years of age belong to households with heads participating in the labor market. No notable variations were observed between the West Bank (90.7%) and Gaza Strip (89.3%), despite the usual regional differences in the economic activities of the labor force as a whole. The study of the socio-economic impacts of the heads of households’ employment, which may affect the child too, is closely linked to the head’s employment status. Findings arrived at by the 1997 census point out that children whose heads of households are unemployed totaled 11.8% in the Palestinian Territory (9.4% in West Bank and 15.3% in Gaza Strip). The findings revealed that the percentage of these children (whose heads of households are enrolled in the labor markets) decreases as the child graces older. By contrast, the percentage of unemployed heads of households increases with the child’s age. 11.0% of heads of households children under 4 years unemployed.  This statistic recluse 13.8% unemployment by the time children are between the ages of 15 and 17. On the other hand, unemployed heads of household with children aged 0-4 years reached 11.0% but increased by the child’s age to 13.8% of the total children in the age group 15-17 years. 
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Population, Housing and Establishments Census of 1997.

 Housing Conditions

About four out of every 12 children live in houses unconnected to public wastewater networks.

The Population, Housing, and Establishments census, 1997
, found that more than half of the Palestinian population (56.9%) live in independent housing units (dar). The percentage of children living in the same kind of housing units was 57.4% of the total number of children. Moreover, 41.0% of the Palestinian population and 40.5% of children live in apartments. Furthermore, the comparison between the general population and children shows that: 84.1% of children receive public water network services (similar to the total percentage of population receiving the same service), 95.0% of children receive electricity network services (94.8% of the total population obtained the same services), and 33.4% of children receive wastewater networks services (almost the same percentage of the total population receive these services). It is worth noting that only 32.6% of the inhabited houses in the Palestinian Territory are connected to water, electricity and wastewater networks. The total rate of public services connections is distributed between the West Bank (23.8%) and Gaza Strip (49.5%). About 49.3% of total Palestinian houses are supplied with water and electricity of which (53.6%) are located in the West Bank and (41.1%) in Gaza Strip. 

 Economic Status

In this section, the economic situation of the Palestinian Territory is portrayed. The economic situation functions as a vital indicator of the society’s level of wellbeing and reflects the expenditure level on education, health, and other service sectors. Optimal economic performance is considered a criterion for growth and development, and is a basic foundation for a national development  strategy that addresses all social, economic and cultural needs.

 Gross Domestic Product Per Capita 

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the final value of all services and goods produced in one year. The GDP is used as an indicator of the society’s economic performance because it provides the total sum of state’s production in all sectors. Available statistics on the national accounts of the Palestinian Territory show that the GDP in 1995 was estimated to be 3.575 million dollars and to have reached 3.897 million dollars in 1996
. 

GDP Per Capita in the Palestinian Territory is estimated to be 1.537 dollars per year, according to 1996 estimates. It should be noted in this context that national account estimates revealed a regional disparity in GDP Per Capita between the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The GDP Per Capita rate reached 1,232 dollars for Gaza Strip and 1,691 dollars in the West Bank, excluding that part of Jerusalem District annexed to Israel after 1967, and about 1.900 dollars in Jerusalem, due to the greater influence of the Israeli economy on Jerusalem. The purchasing power of the US$ and the inflation levels in the Palestinian Territory should be taken into account in order for GDP Per Capita to be indicative of economic welfare of the individual. Income distribution between various social sectors is also significant arriving at a more precise illustration of the economic situation in the Palestinian Territory. 
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Source: Arab Council for Childhood and Development, 1995. The Reality of the Arab Child: Statistical Report.

For comparison between the Palestinian Territory and the Arab world, data provided by the Statistical Report on the Childhood Reality in the Arab World, 1995
, point out that the Palestinian Territory (with current prices) are classified in the second group with 1,200–3,000 dollars per capita GDP.

 Governmental\ Public Budget

There has been a decrease in the budget allocated to education (16.5%) and health (11.1%) in regards to the total sum of the public budget for the PNA.

Expenditures on human resources is a future investment. Human development occupies an important place among the priorities of many societies. However, data on PNA’s public budget
 show that the governmental allocations for education were as low as 16.5% of the total public budget. Moreover, governmental expenditures show that only 11.1% of PNA’s budget was allocated to the health sector. The PNA spends the least  percentage of its budget on health, education, and culture.
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There is another dimension to the lack of funds and budgets dedicated to education and the health sectors. This lack is clearly demonstrated in the insignificant amounts dedicated to the growth of these two sectors over time, in comparison to other sectors. Data provided by the Ministry of Finance indicate that the total growth rate in the general budget between 1997 and 1998 amounted to 17.5%. Distribution of the growth rate by sector indicates that the education and health budgets grew by 18.7% and 10.6%, respectively. The budget of the National Committee for Culture and Science grew by 14.3%.

As for the budgets of the internal security and foreign affairs, they grew by 19.3% and 33.1%, respectively, compared to 28.0% in the budget of the financial administration. 
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Executive Summary
- Population statistics show that the number of Palestinians residing in the West Bank and Gaza Strip was 2.8 million in mid 1997 and will double to 5.6 million by mid 2015 and increase to 7.4 millions by 2025.

- Crude death rates are estimated to be 4.65 per thousand in 1998, but will decline in time and will be halved (2.3) by the year 2025.

- Total fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory is estimated to be 5.94 births, which will decrease in time to reach 5.75 by the year 2000 and 3.06 by the year 2025.

- The mean age at first marriage for Palestinian females was 18 years compared to 23 years for males in 1997.

- The number of married females aged less than 18 years was estimated to be 9338, according to statistics derived from court and church records for 1997.

- The number of children aged less than 18 amounted to be 1.546 million in the year 1998 of which 49% are females. This number of children constitutes more than half (53.3%) of the Palestinian society. Estimates show that this percentage will decrease in time to reach 43.1% by the year 2025.

- The census findings show that 84.1% of Palestinian children and similar percentage of the total Palestinian population live in households connected to wastewater networks, 95.0% of children and 94.8% of total population receive public electricity network connection service and 33.4% of children receive public wastewater network connection services.

- Statistics indicate that 4.2% of children aged less than 18 years live in female-headed households.

- There are 43,627 children living with only one of the parent ( 92.5% of whom live with their mothers while 7.5% live with fathers). 

- The unemployment rate among the children that are heads of households amounted to 13.1% in 1997 (10.3% in the West Bank and 17.1% in Gaza Strip).

- The number of Palestinian children heading households in the Palestinian Territory amounted to 380 children, of whom 40 are girls. 60% of these children head households comprised of 2–5 members whereas 22% of them head households comprised of more than five members. The educational attainment level of 46.1% of these children was elementary or lower, compared to 8.7% who successfully completed the secondary education stage.

- The GDP per capita in the Palestinian Territory is estimated to be US$ 1,537 per annum, according to the estimates of 1996. The national accounts distribute this annual GDP per capita by area as follows: US$ 1,691 in the Remaining West Bank; US$ 1,232 in Gaza Strip and US$ 1,900 in East Jerusalem. 

- The percentage of the funds allocated to the educational sector from the public budget amounted to 16.5%. The public expenditure records show also that only 11.1% of the public budget was allocated to the health sector. 
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1998. Population, Housing and Establishments Census of 1997.








Figure (1-8): Distribution of Children (under 18 years) by Participation in Labour Force and Unemployment Rates of the Head of the Household, 1997


� EMBED MSGraph  ���





Figure (1-11): Average Growth in the Government Budget by Sector, 1998
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� Population estimates show that the crude international migration rate in 1997 was estimated to be 1.80. This rate is increasing so as to reach 13.64 in the year 2001, which will start to decline to 9.11 in 2010 and then drop to zero after that, by the end of the projection period in the year 2025.
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� ibid


�  Data includes head of household (mothers and fathers) whose marital status is either divorced or widowed.


� Children categorized as heads of households had their data classified as heads of household rather than children.


� Census data cover those population who were actually counted during the period 10 - 24/12/1997, excluding population estimates resulting from the post - census study or population projections for that part of Jerusalem District annexed to Israel after 1967.


�  PCBS. 1998. National Accounts 1995 - 1998: Preliminary Estimates. Ramallah-Palestine.


� Arab Council for Childhood and Development, 1995. Arab Child’s Reality: The Statistical Report. In this report, the Arab countries were classified into three groups according to the living standards and per capita GDP. The first group includes oil producing countries with per capita income ranging from 17.000 dollars (as in UAE) to 5.000 (as in Saudi Arabia), including Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Libya and Oman. The second group includes those countries with per capita income that ranges from 3.000 dollars (as in Iraq) to 1200 dollars (as in Tunis) including Algeria, Syria and Jordan. The third group includes those countries with per capita income less than 1.000 dollar, as in Morocco, Mauritania, Sudan and Somalia. 


� Percentages and figures were calculated according to actual1996 governmental expenditures, and its estimated expenditures for 1997 in addition to 1998 allocations, according to the comparative running expenditures registers for the period 1996-1998, issued by the Governmental Budget Department at the Palestinian Ministry of Finance.
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شكل (12): معدلات الخصوبة الكلية تبعاً لخصائص مختارة (مكان الاقامة ، التعليم، الديانة)
Figure (12): Total Fertility Rates by Selected Variables (Place of Residence,  Education and Religion)
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