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Chapter One

Introduction

Preparation of this report is in accordance with PCBS policy, providing recent and comprehensive statistical data on all aspects of Palestinians life. Health is one such vital aspect; the Palestinian Ministry of Health has generously provided material on health.

Palestinian people are still suffering from a lack of sufficient secondary health care services. 

Decision-makers and policy planners are in need of updated statistics on secondary health care and other health (areas). This report provides data about hospital distribution by Governorate, hospital activities, and other health-related indicators.  As will, it provides data on manpower, and laboratory and blood bank activities.

This report presents statistics on two types of hospital patients into two parts:

1. In – patients.

2. Out - patients and Emergency clinic patients.

1. In-patients:

Admissions, discharges, hospitalization days, length of hospitals stay are all related indicators to in-patients. Hospital admissions reveal serious diseases to be prevalent among the population. 

These statistics produced tabulated data on admissions, discharges, mean duration of stay, and hospitalization days, presenting a clear picture of the conditions of hospitals in the Palestinian Territory.

2. Out-patient and Emergency Clinic Patients:

Out-patient and Emergency Clinic Patient form most of the admission patients in hospitals of the developing world.  This fact is due to lack of both adequate health education and disease prevention programs.

Statistics on Out-patients and emergency patients will motivate the decision-maker to work according to the adage, “Prevention is better than cure”.  This is appropriate because most of the cases involving the above type of patients can be prevented.

1.1 Report Objectives:

This report focuses on secondary health care establishments, providing data about type of services offered, size of establishment, and availability. It also presents secondary health care services which policy and decision-makers use in planning and development.

1.2 Report Structure:

This report has been prepared by using available data from quarterly-released reports of the Palestinian Ministry of Health and the data producer in non-governmental health sector. 

Indicators have been selected, and data processing has been carried out accordingly.  The tables have been designed and data entry of the results has been completed, resulting in the final tables.

1.3 Data Resources:

This report consists of three chapters. The first chapter presents objectives and structure; the second chapter presents explanations and definitions, and the third chapter briefly describes main finding.

Chapter Two

Concepts & Definitions

Admissions:
Admitted patients to hospital for treatment or diagnosis and their stay at hospital for one night or more.




Beds:
Available beds in room and hospital halls which are occupied by patients for at least 24 continuous hours for receiving medical care.




Beds Occupancy Rate:
Hospitalization days for admitted patients divided by number of beds multiplied by days of the year.




Blood Unit:
Estimated quantity of blood (500cc) drawn from healthy person capable of donating blood to be transfused to a person in need for blood.




Blood Bank:
Part of the hospital, responsible for providing blood units for patients and keeps the tested donated blood units for need.




Discharges:
Discharged patient from hospital after having the diagnostic and curative health care regardless of the discharged case (cured or dead).




Governmental Hospital:
All hospitals that are directed by the Palestinian Ministry of Health.




Hospital:
Medical institution offers diagnostic and curative services to` all different cases (medical, surgical); also offers medical care to outpatient clinics and emergency room.




Hospitalization Days:
Total days for which beds are occupied by patients, including days of stay for patients who are not discharged, for a year or part of the year.  




Laboratory:
Medical units responsible for diagnostic tests to reveal certain normal or abnormal biological and chemical tests.




Laboratory Test:
Certain chemical, biological, and other tests performed on samples from patients to reveal certain illness case.




Mean of Duration:
Total hospitalization days divided by discharged patients.




Non-Governmental Hospital:
All hospitals that are not directed by the Palestinian Ministry of Health.




Outpatient Clinic:
Medical unit in the hospital offers medical services (preventive, curative) while the patient does not stay at hospital.




Primary Health Care Establishment:
Health establishment offers preventive care (diagnostic and curative) before illness case is complicated.




Referred Patient:
Patient sent for medical care  (curative or diagnostic) outside Governmental Hospitals.




Rehabilitation Hospital:
Medical institution offers vocational, social, educational and curative medical services to any impairment due to any accident or illness.




Secondary Health Care Establishment:
Health establishment offers curative and nursing health care for illness cases exceeding primary health care.




Surgeries:
Medical technique practiced by surgeons for treatment of certain illness case. This technique may be accompanied by complete or partial anesthesia. This technique is classified as minor or major surgery.

Chapter Three

Main Findings

3.1 Distribution of Hospitals in Operation: 

The data from administrative records for 1997 reveals that there are 43 governmental and non-governmental hospitals in the Palestinian Territory, 37 hospitals are in the West Bank and 6 in Gaza Strip.  West Bank hospitals are distributed as follows: 9 governmental and 28 non-governmental hospitals.  Gaza Strip hospitals are distributed as follows: 5 governmental hospitals and one non-governmental hospital.

While data from administrative records for 1996 reveals that there are 37 governmental and non-governmental hospitals in the Palestinian Territory.  Of these, 31 hospitals are in the West Bank and 6 hospitals in Gaza Strip.  West Bank hospitals are distributed as follows: 9 governmental and 22 non-governmental hospitals while Gaza Strip hospitals are distributed as 5 governmental and one non-governmental.

3.2 Governmental and Non-Governmental Hospital Activities in the Palestinian Territory:

Discharges:

The results for 1997 reveals that discharges from hospitals in the Palestinian Territory were 234,529 patients, of these, 149,256 are in the West Bank and 85,273 are in Gaza Strip.

While the results for 1996 reveal that discharges from hospitals in the Palestinian Territory were 217,484 patients, of these, 137,494 are in the West Bank hospitals and 79,990 are in the Gaza Strip hospitals.  

Hospitalization Days:

Total hospitalization days for 1997 in the Palestinian Territory were 873,086 days; of these, 598,517 days in the West Bank and 274,569 days were in Gaza Strip hospitals.

While total hospitalization days for 1996 in the hospitals in the Palestinian Territory were 785,376 days; of these, 530,175 days were in West Bank hospitals and 255,201 days were in Gaza Strip hospitals. 

Bed Occupancy Rate:

Bed occupancy rate in the hospital of the Palestinian Territory for 1997 was 77.0%. In the West Bank bed occupancy rate was 74.2% while it was in Gaza Strip 84.2%.

While bed occupancy rate in hospitals of the Palestinian Territory for 1996 was 74.5% In the West Bank bed occupancy rate was 71.8%, while in Gaza Strip be occupancy rate was 80.8%.

Mean Duration of Stay:

Mean duration of stay in hospitals of the Palestinian Territory for 1997 was 3.7 days. It was 4.0 days in the West Bank hospitals and in Gaza Strip hospitals was 3.1 days. 

While mean duration of stay in Palestinian Territory for 1996 was 3.6 days, in the West Bank it was 3.8 days and in Gaza Strip hospitals was 3.2 days.

3.3 Psychiatric Hospitals (Governmental):

Discharges:

Discharged patients from psychiatric hospitals for 1997 of the Palestinian Territory were 1,130 patients; of these, 525 patients in the West Bank hospitals and 605 patients in Gaza Strip hospitals.

While discharged patients from psychiatric hospitals for 1996 in the Palestinian Territory were 1.173 patients; of these, 571 patients in the West Bank and 602 patients in Gaza Strip.

Hospitalization Days:

The hospitalization days in psychiatric hospitals for 1997 in the Palestinian Territory were 143,297 days; of these, 131,464 days in the West Bank and 11,833 days in Gaza Strip.

While hospitalization days in psychiatric hospitals for 1996 of the Palestinian Territory were 137,963 days; of these, 127,823 days in the West Bank and 10,140 in Gaza Strip.

Bed Occupancy Rate:

Bed occupancy rate in psychiatric hospitals for 1997 in the Palestinian Territory was 110.8%; in the West Bank was 112.5% and in Gaza Strip was 95.3%.

While Bed occupancy rate in psychiatric hospital for 1996 in the Palestinian Territory was 106.7% in the West Bank was 109.4% and Gaza Strip was 81.7%.

Mean Duration of Stay:

Mean duration of stay in psychiatric hospitals for 1997 Palestinian Territory was 126.8 days; in the West Bank it was 250.4 days and in Gaza Strip was 19.6 days.

While mean Duration of stay in the psychiatric hospitals for 1996 of the Palestinian Territory was 117.6 days, in the West Bank it was 223.9 days and in Gaza Strip it was 16.8 days.

3.4 Surgical Clinics and Surgeries:

3.4.1 Surgical Clinics Patients in Governmental Hospital:

For 1997 there were 52,964 patients visiting surgical clinics in the Palestinian Territory; of these, 29,502 patients in the West Bank and 23,462 patients in Gaza Strip.

While there were 57,391 patients visiting surgical clinics for 1996 in the Palestinian Territory; of these 34,550 patients were in the West Bank and 22,841 patients were in Gaza Strip.

3.4.2 Surgeries:

For 1997 total surgeries in the hospitals of Palestinian Territory was 73,566 surgeries; of these 39,480 surgeries in the West Bank and 34,086 surgeries in Gaza Strip.

While total surgeries in hospitals for 1996 of the Palestinian Territory was 74,321 surgeries.  There were 39,330 surgeries in the West Bank.  In Gaza Strip there were 34,991 surgeries.

3.5 Referred Patients for Outside Treatment:

For 1997 the total referred patients (from governmental hospitals) for treatment outside these hospital in the Palestinian Territory were 6,181 patients; of these 2,606 patients in the West Bank and 3,575 patients in Gaza Strip.

While total referred patients (from governmental hospitals) for treatment outside these hospitals for 1996 in the Palestinian Territory was 7,796 patients; of these, 4,162 patients were from the West Bank and 3,634 patients were from Gaza Strip.
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