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Note to Users of Census Statistical Brief
Exept for that part related to total population, this statistical brief does not include any statistical tables on that part of Jerusalem annexed by Israel in 1967 and post enumeration survey results.

The census national team attempted to conduct field work activities in the annexed part of Jerusalem, however, the Israeli occupation forces prevented such activities and arrested tens of field workers. As a result,  the field work activities were halted temporarily in the annexed Jerusalem.  The Palestin National Authority and the Census National team consider  the Israeli reaction as an act of aggression against the basic rights of the Palestinian people.
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Population, Housing and Establishment Census-1997

Introduction

The Population, Housing, and Establishment Census – 1997 represents a major development in the life of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS). The absence of a comprehensive, reliable and scientifically accepted set of data on the Palestinian population size, composition and characteristics, had detrimentally affected the activities of various ministries of the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). Accordingly, the need to carry out a Population, Housing and Establishment Census to establish a reliable information database was given high priority. PCBS has realized that only by carrying out a census, its obligations can be fulfilled in providing various ministries of PNA with crucially needed data for effective planning and for the integration of demographic variables into the overall development planning process. The findings of the census are highly essential for social and economic planning at all levels as well as a cornerstone for any future planning and development.

The final results represent the number of buildings and establishments in the period between October 30th, 1997 and November 23rd, 1997. Also, the final results represent total population in the Palestinian territory on the census reference night of December 9/10 of 1997.

In this census, The de-facto approach was adopted with some exceptions. The counts included the following two categories:  

A. Groups with full characteristics: 

1. All individuals who are physically living inside Palestine on the census reference date regardless of nationality, the reasons of staying and the area of residence.

2. .All Palestinians temporarily (less than one year) outside Palestine, having permanent residence in Palestine. These persons are counted together with their families.

3. All Palestinians studying in other countries regardless of the length of their residence outside. Additionally, Palestinian prisoners inside Israel are counted regardless of the period of their imprisonment. These prisoners are counted together with their families.

B. Palestinian Abroad:

The second category includes Palestinian residents who have Israeli occupation identification cards and were abroad for one year or longer on census reference date.  This category includes male and female counts only.  

Statistics on this category is not presented in this monograph.

Census Basic Definitions:

Building:

The Building is any independent free standing structure (on the ground or water) enclosed within external walls, at least one roof is completed, and it may be used for habitation or for work or for both or it may be closed, vacant or under construction.

Housing Unit:

The housing unit is a structurally separate and independent place of abode for one household or more (building or part of it).  It may have been constructed for human habitation, or not intended for habitation, but actually be in use as such, at the time of the census, and it has direct access from the street or from a public staircase, passages, gallery or grounds. The housing unit may be used for habitation or for work or for both or it may be closed or vacant.

Room: 

The dwelling unit or part of it surrounded with walls and has a ceiling provided that its area is not less than 4 square meters.  The balconies surrounded with glass are considered rooms; while kitchens, bathrooms, other balconies, corridors, halls, and half rooms are not considered rooms.  Also, rooms used for work purposes such as a doctor’s room or a sewing room are not considered rooms in this census.

Collective living quarters:

It is a building or group of buildings or a housing unit in a building. It includes structurally separate and independent place of abode intended for habitation by usually large groups of individuals who are bound by common public objective or personal interest as hotels pensions, hospitals, military barracks, or boarding schools.

Household:

One person or more (related or not) living together in the same housing unit or part of it who makes common provisions (arrangements) for providing themselves with food or other essentials for living.
Type of households

 Private household: This definition is identical to the previous definition of the household.

 Collective living quarter: The households that had been considered in the collective living quarter definition and these households were classified as institutional households.

Palestinian household:

Any Household whose head is a Palestinian national is considered a Palestinian household.

Type of private households:
The household is classified by its composition to the following types:

 One-person household: that is consisting of one person only.

 Nucleus household: Refers to families consisting of married couples without children or married couples with unmarried children or single parents with unmarried children.

 Extended household: Refers to families consisting of at least one nuclear family with other relatives.

 Composite household: Refers to families consisting of at least one nuclear family with non-relatives or families consisting of two persons or more with at least one non-relative person.

Head of the household:

The person who is recognized as the head by other household members.  Often he/she is the main decision-maker or responsible for financial support and welfare of the household.

Age in completed years:

The completed age in years of the person enumerated, which is the difference between the date of birth and the census reference date.  The exact age is the time elapsed between the day of birth and the census reference day, including parts of a year.

Nationality:

It is the legal nationality of individual according to his /her dedication. It should be noticed that a Palestinian who has another citizenship is regarded Palestinian national.

The refugee status 

This characteristic applies to Palestinians who were forcefully migrated from the Palestinian Territory that includes those parts of historic Palestine known now as Israel, as defined after the 1948 war. The sons and daughters of a Palestinian male refugee are considered refugees. 

Type of Disability:

Disability is any restriction or lack of ability to perform an activity in the manner or within the range considered normal for human being for long- term physical or mental condition (lasting 6 months or more) and it can be one of the following:

 Seeing (even with glasses on)

 Hearing (even with a hearing aid on)

 Speaking (difficulty in being understood or communicating)

 Hearing and speaking.

 Moving (walking, climbing stairs, moving from room or standing)

 Grasping (using fingers to group or handle something)

 Mental (difficulty learning, retardation)

 Mental and moving

 Multiple 

 Other

Education attendance:

The educational attendance is defined as registering at any level of formal education as regular student or by correspondence. The types of formal education are primary, preparatory, secondary school, colleges and institutions of academic education and vocational education that where a certificate of midlevel diploma and universities can be obtained.

Educational level and specialization (for individuals 10 years or more): 

The highest level of education, which the individual had passed successfully. 

The educational level can be one of the following:

 Illiterate: A person who cannot read or write a short abstracts about his/her life and understand and hadn’t accredited any formal educational certificate is considered illiterate. 

 Can read and write: A person who can both read and write and has not a certificate in any formal education. The individual can read and write a simple sentence.

 The highest passed level: It is requested for any individual who passed the elementary level or more. The levels are: elementary, preparatory, secondary, associate diploma, bachelor, high diploma, master and doctorate. (Ph.D.)

Specialization: It is the detailed subject or field of studies, which was successfully finished

Work:
Includes any activity for wage or salary, for profit or family gain, in cash or in kind.  One hour or more of such activity constitutes work.  Work also includes unpaid activity or a family farm or business.

Employed:
All persons (10) years and older who were at work at least one hour during the reference week, or who were not at work during the reference week, but held a job or owned business from which they were temporarily absent (because of illness, vacation, temporarily stoppage, or any other reason).  

Unemployed:

Unemployed persons are those individuals 10 years and older who did not work at all during the reference week, who were not absent from a job and were available for work and actively seeking a job during the reference week.  Persons who worked in Israel or were absent from work due to closure are considered unemployed.

The activity status:

 Employed (1-14) hours: The individual of age 10 years or more who, the concept of work is applied on him, and worked (1-14) hours in the last week before the census reference date. 

 Employed (15) hours or more: The individual of age 10 years or more who, the concept of work is applied on him, and worked 15 hours or more in the last week before the time reference date.

 Unemployed ever worked: The individual of age 10 years or more who worked in the past but was unemployed at the time of the interview regardless of the reason. 

 Unemployed never worked: The individual of age 10 years or more, who never worked including the last week prior to the census reference date.

 Student: The individual of age 10 years or more who is persisting in regular study in order to achieve certain qualification and he is not engaged in any work in the census reference period. It should be noticed that the house keeping is not included within the work concept in the census. 

 Housewife: The unemployed female who has the capability for working and she is not seeking a work, she is not vacated in regular study, but she does the house keeping of her own home. This definition doesn’t include the servant who is serving houses of others in order to get money or the benefits because such serving is included within the work concept.

 Unable to work: The individual who couldn’t do any work because of lasting diseases or any other reason for incapability.

 Not working and not looking for work: The individual who has no desire to work and he is not seeking a work because he has a source of income such as a realestate or other.

 Others: It includes any individual who non of previous mentioned definitions applied on him, for example the prisoner or the individual who has the capability for working but he doesn’t have a desire to work and is seeking work, and he hasn’t a source of income. 
Occupation:


Occupation refers to the kind of work done during the reference period by the person employed or the kind of work done previously if unemployed, irrespective of the economic activity or the employment status of the person. Occupations are classified according to the International Standard Classification of Occupation (ISCO 1988).

Economic Activity

Economic activity refers to the activity of the Establishment in which an employed person worked during the reference period, or last worked if unemployed ever worked person. This activity is defined in terms of the kind of goods produced or services supplied by the unit in which the person works.  Economic activities are classified according to the unified commodity classification in the Palestinian Territories, which is based on the International Standard Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC Rev3).

Dependency Ratio: 

The ratio of the persons defined as economically dependent to those in the ages defined as economically productive. It is arbitrary defined as the ratio of the elderly (65 years and over) plus the young  (under 15 years of age) to the population in the working ages (15-64 years of age).

Marital Status: 

The status of those 12 years old and over in terms of marriage traditions and laws in the country.  It might be one of the following:

Never married: 

The individual 12 years old and over who was not actually married or legally engage according to the existing norms and traditions 

Legally engaged: 

The individual 12 years old and over who was legally engaged, but was not actually married.

Married: 

The individual 12 years old and over who is actually married according to the existing norms regardless of whether he/she is living with a spouse at the time of the interview or not.

Divorced: 

The individual 12 years old and over who was married but his/her marriage was revoked by a legally registered divorce, and he/she was not married again.

Widowed: 

The individual 12 years old and over who was married, but his/her marriage was revoked because of the death of the partner, and he/she was not married again.

Housing unit type: 

It may be one of the following: Villa, House, Apartment, Separate room, Tent, Marginal and other.

The connection to Supply systems

A. Availability of Piped water 

It can be one of the following categories:

Public System, Private System,  No Piped Water. 

B. Availability of Electricity  

It can be one of the following categories:

Public Network, Private Generator, No Electricity, 

C. Availability of Sewage System 

It can be one of the following categories:

Public Sewage System, Cesspool, No Sewage System, 

Tenure of Housing unit:

It can be one of the following categories:

Owned, Rented Unfurnished, Rented Furnished, Without Payment, For Work, Others.

Establishment: 

An enterprise or part of an enterprise in which one group of goods and services is produced (with the possibility of having secondary activities).

Establishment status:

Refers to the operational status of the establishment. It could be in operation, permanently closed, temporarily closed, under preparation, or auxiliary activity unit.

Number of persons engaged: 

This includes paid employees and unpaid owners and family members. It includes also all permanent and temporary staff aged 10 years and more on the  reference date 30/9/1997.
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