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Preface

Agriculture plays an important role in the Palestinian economy. The economic and social importance of agriculture should be maintained and, enhanced. A prerequisite for enhancing and developing agriculture production system in Palestinian territories is through the improvement of the until now less informative agriculture statistics. This implies making the agriculture sector more transparent and  efficiently providing decision makers, all decision makers, with periodical statistical indicators in agriculture. These indicators should include farming structure, resources allocation, national agricultural accounts, agriculture market system,…etc.

Despite the low quality of the database provided this report and hence the overall reliability of the results, we decided to publish that for several reasons among which is the severe lack of statistical information about this vital sector and secondly to fill the data gap till we are able to produce the Palestinian Agriculture Figure.

PCBS will take upon itself to cooperate with other Palestinian institutions in full filling this task and provide data users with recent and reliable information. Meanwhile, we, in PCBS, would welcome any comments to this report and will work them out to further improve our products “Statistical Reports”.

Dec., 1997
Dr. Hassan Abu-Libdeh


President
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Executive Summary

1. Introduction:

Agriculture plays a significant and crurial role in the economic and social well-being of the Palestinian people. Its weight in income and employment generation  dictates the importance of providing researchers and decision makers with essential statistical data to support their decisions and satisfy their analysis needs. 

The objectives of this report is threefold; [1] It should provide Palestinian statisticians with opportunity to master their own agriculture statistical work, from A to Z, from idea to data collection to dissemination of information. [2] It provides researchers and interested individuals with agricultural statistical data, who otherwise, will be left with incomplete data series.  [3] With this report, PCBS, paves the road for a productive data producers users dialogue, which should result in a more useful and comprehensive agriculture statistics. 

This report is the third Palestinian agricultural statistical  report. In spite of the fact that data used were collected by Ministry of Agriculture using the old questionnaire and data collection methodology, this report should bridge the statistical data gape and reflect the Palestinian attempts to satisfy the needs for outstanding and meaningful agriculture statistics.

The questionnaires for the 1995/1996 agriculture survey is developed by MoA. It covers simply the farming systems prevailing in the different localities, to best knowledge of single or few Agriculture employees assigned to these localities. The questionnaires provide only rough spaces to fill areas of different fruit trees, vegetable crops and field crops and sizes of animal herds. The questionnaire, even if filled properly, allows for less informative statistics. Many important aspects, like level of technology,  productivity, seasonallity are not satisfactorily tackled and covered.   

2. Results and Findings:

Data reveals that in 1995/1996 around 1,830 thousand dunums were under cultivation in both Gaza Strip and West Bank, of which 90.1% were in West Bank and the rest 9.9% in Gaza Strip. They show also that the total number of Cattle is  19,312 heads and that of Sheep & Goats is 907,125 heads. Following is a quick walk through the results and findings of this report.

2.1  Plant Production:

In 1995/1996 the area under plant production was distributed among the different sub-sectors as: 61.1% for fruit trees, 10.4% for vegetables and 28.5% for cereal crops.

 Fruit trees occupy 1,118 thousand dunums (1,034 thousand dunums in West Bank and 84 thousand dunums in Gaza strip). 66% of the area under fruit trees in Gaza were irrigated, whereas for West Bank this comprises 3% only. Obviously citrus production dominates the areas allocated for fruit production in Gaza Strip but Olive production took the lions share of the fruit trees areas in the West Bank, or 75.2%.

 Around 191 thousand dunums were allocated for vegetable production in the West Bank and Gaza strip, of which 68.5 % are in West Bank. 53% of the area under vegetable cultivation  in the West Bank were artificially irrigated, the rest were rainfed. Tomato is undoubtedly the queen of vegetables produced, comprising 15.6% of the total area of vegetables in West Bank and Gaza Strip.

 Area allocated to Cereals amounted to 520 Thousand dunums, from which 97% were rainfed and only 3% were under irrigation. Areas planted to wheat comprised 32% of the total cultivated area of cereals. Wheat production is concentrated in Hebron, Jenin, Ramallah and Nablus.

2.2  Livestock Production:

 Figures show that total number of cattle (Beef and Dairy) was 19,312 heads. From which only 5300 heads are in Gaza Strip. Baladi races were dominant in Jenin, Nablus and Tubas but in Gaza Strip and Nablus was the Holestine freesian which dominates. In general Cattle production activity is practiced more in Gaza, Nablus, Jenin and then in Hebron.

 Rearing of Goats and Sheep is widespread in Hebron and then in Jenin. Total number of Sheep reached 634,489 heads, from which 46% in Hebron alone, followed by Jenin with 10 %.Total number of Goats was 272,636 heads and were concentrated more in Hebron, Ramallah and Bethlehem.

 Poultry farming is also spread in Palestine. Almost 30% of Palestinian Broiler production is found in Gaza strip, followed by Hebron with 5,143 Thousand birds annually or 20% of Palestinian production of Broilers. The rest are mainly allocated in Jenin, Ramallah and Nablus respectively. There were 1,638 Thousand table egg layers in West Bank and Gaza Strip, from which 593 Thousand birds were in Gaza Strip and the rest in West Bank. 

2.3  Agriculture Accounts:

 Value of agriculture produce amounted to US $ 754.3 Million. From which 63.4% originated in plant production and 36.6% in livestock production. Gaza and Hebron has contributed each to 20.6% and 16.8% respectively of gross value of agricultural product.

 Value of plant production totaled to US $ 479 million and originated 57.2% from fruit trees, 31.8% from vegetables and 11% from production of cereals and cut-flowers. 

 Value of livestock production was US $ 276 Million. They include dairy, meat, fishing, wool production, honey production …etc. The contribution of these sectors were 55.7% from meat production, 28% from Dairy production, 9% from table eggs production. Geographicaly the major contributors were Hebron, followed by Gaza Strip and Ramallah.

 Subtracting the relevant costs of material inputs which amounted to US $ 296 Million, leave an agriculturally added value of US $ 458.4 Million. From the agricultural value added 81.1% originated in West Bank and the rest, or 18.9%, in Gaza Strip. Within the West Bank was Jenin then Hebron, the major contributors to the Agricultural Value Added, with contributions of 19.9% and 17.3% respectively. 








