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Some highlights from the discussion

On data processing:
“..your data processing system is.. an interesting case. It is different from ours... if we were to completely rewrite our process, we might come up with something like that.”

“I wonder what the use of three really separate computer networks really is for.. why not have one standardised network..with standardised software.. for everybody?”

On computer assisted interviewing
“We are aware of its existence;  We are aware of its relevance;  We were lucky to get a presentation when we visited..the United States, but  it is not something that we are thinking of right now.”

On regional offices
“I was told that there will nine offices in the future.  This will be again a very important factor in planning any census activities in the future.”

“A possible function of regional offices could be to maintain the business register because I don’t see ...any other agency taking over the business register.”

“Please remember that every office that you establish adds to your costs: maintenance, staff etc... I urge a certain amount of caution.”

On field work organization
“I can say that it is not a new solution. You have not invented a new wheel. The question is more: ‘Is this wheel good enough?... . If you choose one organisation now, you will reorganise it in three or four years.”

“I don’t think that PCBS should have permanent interviewers that can be used in every topical survey.  I think it is  very important to diversify the interviewers for each survey depending on the qualifications required for each survey.”

On quality control
“And then the most rude question of all, but still I would ask it very carefully, this response rate - are you sure?  How do you know they are not making it up?”

“I want to stress that quality control should not be left at the field stage, it should start from the very beginning and be planned all the way to comparing estimates for consistency. It is a complete  package.”

On costs
..the figures for the establishment census are very high compared to; i.e. Jordan $1.00 per interview, in Syria, $0.50 per interview.
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