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Preface
PCBS is pleased to release this specialized statistical report on Water in the Palestinian Territory.  This report has been prepared in accordance within the framework of our official efforts for creating and establishing the National Statistical System, and providing the necessary statistics to Palestinian policy-planner and decision-makers in water, environment and natural resources sector.

Water is considered as one of the most important and sensitive issues in the Middle East, where increasing water deficiency and deterioration of the available water are imminent. A major issue is that water resources are very limited and do not meet the existing population albeit generations to come.

This is a more obvious and acute problem in the Palestinian Territory, which suffers from water deficiency, and has no control on the limited resources as Palestinians are deprived from legal water rights. Therefore the importance of providing accurate statistical data about this subject become a nessicity.

This report forms one of a series to be published by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) on Natural Resources as a part of the requirements set by the Master Plan. This series aims to provide the necessary data that describe the status of the natural resources in the Palestinian Territory and including the basic characteristics of water situation and the substantive factors affecting it. This report presents statistical data about water resources indicators including quantities of consumed and purchased water, spring discharge, and other indicators.

PCBS hopes that the main findings of this report will contribute to improve water status and to provide reliable and useful statistics for Palestinian planners and decision makers. 
	August, 2008
	
	Luay Shabanah, Ph.D.

President
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Executive Summary

Water resources in the Palestinian Territory are restricted mainly to ground water that extracted from wells and springs and water purchased from the Israeli Water Company (Mekorot), the total water quantity obtained from these two sources in 2007 was 335.4 million m3, compared to 319.1 million m3 in 2006 and 315.2 million m3 in 2005 and 295.8 million m3 in 2004. 
 Wells   are   considered   the   most   important source, 241.2  million m3 of water were pumped from water wells and that represents 71.9% of water resources.  The quantity of water purchased from the Israeli Water Company (Mekorot) totaled 49.4 million m3 and represented 14.7% of water resources, finally springs represent the third most important source with an annual discharge of  44.8 million m3 representing 13.4% of water resources in the Palestinian Territory.

In the Remaining West Bank 306 wells pumped 68.7 million m3 of water.  Distributed by type of use, results were 38.1 million m3 for domestic use, and 30.6 million m3 for agricultural use. 

Data shows that the maximum average annual discharges of springs for the years (2005 – 2007) was 53.6 million m3 in 2005, while the minimum average annual discharges of springs was 44.8 million m3 in 2007.  The average of annual discharges was 51.7 million m3 in 2006.

Data shows that the quantity of water purchased from Israeli Water Company (Mekorot) was 42.2 million m3 in 2005 and increasing over the next two years 2006 and 2007 to 43.9 and 49.4 million m3 respectively. 

Data shows that the quantity of water supplied for domestic use in the Palestinian Territory was 175.6 million m3 in 2007, of which 85.5 million m3 was in the Remaining West Bank and 90.1 million m3 in Gaza Strip.  In 2006 it decreased to 160.2 million m3, of which 79.4 million m3 was in the Remaining West Bank and 80.8 million m3 was in Gaza Strip.  

The data of 2007 indicates that February has the highest rainfall quantity, while the quantity of rainfall decreased until May.  As in the summer months, the summer of 2007 had no rainfall.  The quantities of rainfall ranges between 581.9 mm in Tulkarm Station and 115.2 mm in Jericho Station.






















This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006
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