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Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) took the responsibility to implement a household survey to measure the impact of COVID-19 pandemic (Coronavirus) on the Palestinian households socio-economic conditions, the sample size reached 9,926 households and the time reference for data during the lockdown period from March 5th and up to May 25th, 2020. As well as providing necessary data needed to fulfill/meet the needs of decision and policy makers from the government and both the private and public sectors, in addition to civil society and international institutions in a manner that contributes to developing programs and interventions that can limit the impacts and consequences of this current pandemic.

[bookmark: _Toc51919705]1. COVID-19 Impact on the Labor Market Reality

One Household's Main Income Earner Out of 6 Stopped Working during the Lockdown Period

It is found that about three out of four of the households' main income earners in the West Bank (73%) worked during the lockdown period that started from March 5th and up to May 25th, 2020. Respectively, one out of seven households’ main income earner in the West Bank (14%) stopped working during the lockdown period.  About one out of eight households’ main income earner in the West Bank did not even work before the lockdown period (13%). The emergency state that was declared, in addition to the closure of all public and private institutions as a result of the restrictions imposed by the government to face the Coronavirus pandemic, as well as the home quarantine according to the declared emergency state, were all main reasons for stopping the work at a percentage of 68% in the West Bank.

[bookmark: _GoBack]More than Half of Working Households Main Income Earners were Absent from their Work during the Lockdown Period

54% of workers in the West Bank were absent from work during the lockdown period. The declaration of emergency and the closure of all private and public institutions as a result of the restrictions imposed by the government to face the Coronavirus pandemic, in addition to home quarantine according to the declared emergency state is considered a main reason for absenteeism with a percentage reached 75%.

The effects of lockdown measures impacted the ability to work differently by economic activity in the West Bank, with the industry sector being more affected than any other sector. Accordingly, 51% of main income earners who stopped working were active in the industry sector. Also, workers in the agricultural sector were affected by the lockdown, where 7% of those main income earners who stopped working during the lockdown period were working in the agriculture sector. 

Less Working Hours than the Usual

80% of the main income earners experienced a decrease in the workload (less working hours than the usual). This was more felt in the West Bank (83%) than in Gaza Strip (73%). It is slightly more likely that the male income earners to experince a decrease in their workload compared to females (80% for males and 78% for females).

COVID-19 has markedly impacted income streams (wages and salaries). Only 23% of main income earners received their wages as usual, while 25% of them received their wages/salaries partially and 52% of them did not receive any wages/salaries at all during the lockdown period (95% of them work in the private sector, 2% work in the government sector, and 3% work in other sectors).  However, the impact of COVID-19 on wages/salaries is very different in West Bank compared with Gaza Strip, as 61% of the main wage earners in the West Bank worked for no wages compared to 31% of them in Gaza Strip did not receive their usual wages. Similarly, there are gender variations, where 26% of the female main income earners did not receive their full wages, which is less than their male counterparts, representing 52%.

[bookmark: _Toc51919706]2. COVID-19 Impact on Accessing Services 

Access to Health Services Was Available to Those Households in Need of Them

4% of households in need of health services were unable to access health services. where the results indicated that the lowest percentages of access were reported for immunization and care of chronic and unchronic conditions.

As for reasons for the inability to accessing healthcare services, the most important reason was that the healthcare centers and hospitals did not receive patients (39%), inability to pay (cover costs) (23%), fear of leaving the house (11%). 

Variation in Students’ Participation in Remote/Online Education 

51% of households in Palestine with childern between the ages (6-18 years) and are enrolled in education before the lockdown period, whose childern particpated in eductional activities during the lockdown; (53% in the West Bank and 49% in Gaza Strip). Also, there is a clear variartion between the different governorates in terms of students participation, the highest participation was in Jerusalem Governorate (85%), and the lowest was in Hebron Governorate (39%).  
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Two Out of Every Five Households Evaluated the Remote/Online Experience as Being Bad and did not Fulfill the Desired Task

40% of households, whose childern partcipated in any type of educational activities during the lockdown period, have evaluted the experince as being bad and didn’t fulfill the desired task. However, 39% of them have evaluted it as being good and fullfilled the desired task, but there is a room for enhacing the experience, whereas 21% of them evaluted this experince as being good and fulfilled the desired task.

About Half of the Households their Children were Deprived from Participating in Remote Education Due to Unavailability of Internet

49% of households pointed out that the unavailability of intenet in the household prevented their children from participating in the educational activities during the lockdown period, while 22% of them did not participate due to the fact that the teachers did not perform/conduct any educational activities, and 13% of them did not participate due to the fact that the child him/herself did not want to carry out nor perform educational activities. 

[bookmark: _Toc51919707][bookmark: _Toc51230537]3. Food Security and COVID-19 Impact on Livelihoods   

Income of Two Out of Every Five Households Decreased to the Half and Even More

42% of Palestinian household's income declined to half and more during the lockdown period compared to February 2020 (46% in the West Bank and 38% in Gaza Strip). Results also showed that 31% of Palestinian households have income resources to cover the household expenditure during the lockdown period (31% of households with male main income earners and 40% of households with female main income earners).

Three Out of Every Five Households Can Cover their Expenses/Expenditures for a Month or Less as Usual in Case the Lockdown is Declared Again

In case of lockdown, 63% of households can cover their expenses/expenditures for a month or less (62% in the West Bank and 68% in Gaza Strip), while 10% of households can cover their expenses/expenditures for four months and more (9% in the West Bank and 11% in Gaza Strip).  61% of the households are worried about not having enough food, while 57% of households have a less diversified diet and 47% cannot eat healthy food.

58% of Palestinian households usually borrow money or buy on credit to cover household's consumption items, including food. Not surprisingly, this percentage has risen up during the lockdown, reaching 63%. It was highest in Gaza Strip compared to the West Bank (79% in Gaza Strip and 52% in the West Bank).  

The monthly expenditures on food supplies declined for 41% of the households during the lockdown compared with February 2020 (42% in the West Bank and 40% in Gaza Strip). 

[bookmark: _Toc51919708]4. COVID-19 Impact on Social Assistance Programs  
Social protection in Palestine rests on several political interventions ranging from food vouchers programs to job assistance. The programs record more beneficiaries in Gaza Strip than in the West Bank. Around 63% of the households in Gaza Strip receive food vouchers program compared with 5% in the West Bank. Accordingly, households with female main income earners are more likely to be beneficiaries of such programs than households with male main income earners (28% of male income earners and 41% of female income earners).

During the lockdown period, there was a key role for the government and for social solidarity inside the Palestinian community in facing the social and economic challenges resulting from the pandemic, where the data showed that as a result of imposing the lockdown, 15% of households that received assistance in form of food vouchers and food supplies were not benefiting from any assistance and social protection programs before the lockdown,   followed by government cash transfers with (5%), and family/friends transfers from inside of Palestine (Domestic) with (4%).   

[bookmark: _Toc51919709]5. Citizens Priorities to Limit the Impact of COVID-19  
29% of the households responded that the cash transfer programs are the most desirable measures and procedures the government should be taken in such times of crisis. While job opportunity and employment program came as the second priority at a percentage of 21%. Whereas the third priority expressed by the respondents of the phone survey was food vouchers, food supplies parcels and procurement coupons (19%); taking into consideration that there is a variation between the West Bank and Gaza Strip as shown below.  


The Top Three Priorities for Citizens to Reduce the Impact of COVID-19 by region
Palestine	
Cash transfer assistance	Job opportunity creation/employment	Food /food supplies vouchers/procurement coupons 	28.5	20.6	18.8	West Bank	
Cash transfer assistance	Job opportunity creation/employment	Food /food supplies vouchers/procurement coupons 	31	7.5	22	Gaza Strip	
Cash transfer assistance	Job opportunity creation/employment	Food /food supplies vouchers/procurement coupons 	25.3	37.700000000000003	14.6	


Y-Values	
جنين	طوباس والاغوار الشمالية	طولكرم	نابلس	قلقيلية	سلفيت	رام الله والبيرة	أريحا والأغوار	القدس	بيت لحم	الخليل	شمال غزة	غزة	دير البلح	خانيونس	رفح	0.48383855745373339	0.49177491044026117	0.4703376760939138	0.49505285841972257	0.40398317887830432	0.42634671920267964	0.64244553501516843	0.43724160849706595	0.84796368696992319	0.44523872640717455	0.38882856606168492	0.53927060360313916	0.47599391665412422	0.41376103782147522	0.45362167848323243	0.55072371572808465	24.191927872686676	24.588745522013046	23.516883804695691	24.752642920986119	20.199158943915211	21.31733596013397	32.122276750758409	21.862080424853296	42.398184348496159	22.261936320358732	19.441428303084226	26.963530180156933	23.799695832706202	20.688051891073762	22.681083924161623	27.536185786404239	
نسبة الاسر في فلسطين والذي شارك أطفالهم في أي أنشطة تعليمية خلال فترة الاغلاقات (آذار- أيار، 2020) حسب المحافظة	Jenin	Tubas 	&	 Northern Valleys 	Tulkarm	Nablus	Qalqiliya	Salfit	Ramallah 	&	 Al-Bireh 	Jericho 	&	 Al Aghwar	Jerusalem 	Bethlehem 	Hebron	North Gaza	Gaza	Dier Al-Balah	Khan Yunis	Rafah	0.48383855745373339	0.49177491044026117	0.4703376760939138	0.49505285841972257	0.40398317887830432	0.42634671920267964	0.64244553501516843	0.43724160849706595	0.84796368696992319	0.44523872640717455	0.38882856606168492	0.53927060360313916	0.47599391665412422	0.41376103782147522	0.45362167848323243	0.55072371572808465	
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