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Between Challenges and Reality...
Statistics is the Mirror of Truth in Palestine




On World Statistics Day 2025, the
world celebrates numbers as a tool for
development and a compass for
decision-making, under the theme:
“High-Quality Statistics and Data for
the Benefit of All”.

At the heart of this global celebration,
Palestine faces a harsh reality
burdened by siege, killing, and
displacement imposed by a brutal
occupation. Yet, the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS)
continues to carry out its mission,
believing that statistics are not merely
silent tables or cold numbers, but
rather the living memory of a nation,
and the voice of an unbroken people,
with an undefeated hope.

In Palestine, the statistical figure is not
only numbers in Palestine, it takeson a
different meaning: it is the faces of
children, the stories of women, the
resilience of the elderly, the proof that
writes the history of a people
steadfastly holding onto their land. It is
an act of purpose, a tool that shapes
awareness, guides decision-making,

helps reshape reality, and give a
chance towards a better future.
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These numbers are records written
with the tears of mothers and the
patience of unknown heroes who work
tirelessly, day and night, to affirm truth
through data to prove that identity
endures and that the land cannot be
erased. For us, statistics are not merely
a profession, but a pledge and a voice
of truth.

On this day, we dedicate our work and
resilience to the souls of the martyrs of
Palestine, and to the fallen members
of the statistical community who gave
their lives while fulfilling their work to
give out the truth. We renew our
commitment to uphold our values and
ethics, remain faithful to our mission,
and  continue  advancing  our
development of tools, growing, and
evolving.

We affirm that statistics will always
stand as a witness to truth, a language
of identity, a foundation for
decision-making, and the voice of
Palestine; a voice that transcends
walls of silence to reach the conscience
of the world.
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Challenges Faced Statistical Work during the Israeli
war and genocide on Gaza Strip

Although PCBS Office in Gaza was
destroyed, and work there has stopped,
and some of PCBS staff were martyred,
the difficulties the employees faced to
reach PCBS HQ in the West Bank due to
hundreds of checkpoints and closures,
PCBS continued its efforts using new
and developed methodologies and
techniques that is well aligned with the
new reality. This was done in
partnership with relevant partners from
the public and private sectors, civil
society  organizations, and UN
institutions, with the aim of ensuring
the provision of the required statistical
data on various topics related to
population, health, economy,
environment, and others.
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Responding to the New Reality
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PCBS initiated a dashboard that provides up-to-date figures on the direct
impact of the aggression.

Israeli Occupation Aggression on Palestine since Oct.7th 2023, Latest Update 21:00,
18/10/2025
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Martyrs and Injured during the Israeli war and

genocide on Gaza Strip
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The data is collected daily from death register of the Ministry
of Health using:
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Collecting Household Survey Data during the Israeli war
and genocide on Gaza Strip

During the Israeli war and genocide on
Gaza Strip, PCBS faced major challenges
in collecting household survey data,
which required developing alternative
methodologies aligned with the new
conditions on the ground. PCBS relied
on administrative records and aerial
imagery data in cooperation with
international organizations, as well as
on samples from previous surveys
including Call Detailed Records (CDR).
Concepts and methodologies were also
adapted to the exceptional
circumstances, for example,
incorporating time-use concepts in the
labour force survey and applying
non-probability random samples that
were statistically adjusted.

In the West Bank, military incursions
and closures affected sample design
and enumeration areas, particularly in
refugee camps that experienced
population displacement, prompting
the need for solutions to update
sampling designs and adapt them to
new population distributions. Among
the proposed future approaches is the
use of Big Data and Call Detail Records
(CDR), linked with aerial images, to
estimate population numbers and
movements. This would enhance data
collection and support planning for
upcoming surveys and censuses.
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Soci-ecominc Estimation during the Israeli war and
genocide on Gaza Strip

The GDP of Gaza Strip continued to
decline sharply in 2024 by 83.2% due to
the Israeli war and genocide on Gaza Strip
since October 7th, 2023. This brutal Israeli
aggression establishments, buildings,
schools, universities, and hospitals, as
well as bulldozing the agricultural lands
and all of the facilities of Palestinian
production, which led to the total
suspension of all Palestinian economic
activities in Gaza Strip.
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Trend of Percentage Change of the GDP in Gaza Strip 2021- 2024
at Constant Prices: 2015 is the Base Year
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The data for 2024 are preliminary estimates, and they will be revised.

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2025. Quarterly National Accounts Statistics, 2021- 2024. Ramallah, Palestine.
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Unprecedented Inflation Burdens Palestinians

An unprecedented surge in living costs is
burdening Palestinians. In Gaza Strip,
consumer prices have increased more
than fivefold (512%) since October 7th,
2023, due to the ongoing Israeli war and
genocide on Gaza Strip, while prices in the
West Bank have remained relatively
stable. During the first eight months of
2025, the overall Consumer Price Index
(CPI) for Palestine rose sharply by 33%
compared to the same period in the
previous year, driven mainly by the severe
increase in Gaza (78%). In contrast, price
levels in Jerusalem (J1) and the West Bank
recorded much smaller increases of 1.54%
and 0.21%, respectively.
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Labour Force Survey during the Israeli war and
genocide on Gaza Strip

Given the exceptional circumstances in
Gaza Strip and the inability to apply the
previous Labour Force Survey methodology,
which no longer reflects the current reality
in Gaza. It has become necessary to
reconsider the tools and methodologies
used. It is no longer possible to measure
indicators according to the conceptual
framework and international standards for
official statistics that were in place before
the war.

The new reality has imposed major
challenges in measuring the labour market,
due to the profound changes in the
concepts of work. This has required thinking
about methodological alternatives and
options beyond traditional frameworks.
Accordingly, the PCBS, in cooperation with
experts from the International Labour
Organization (ILO), has developed a new
methodology for the Labour Force Survey in
the Gaza Strip.

The developed methodology relies on
alternative indicators that align with the
concepts adopted by the ILO, in order to
ensure the continuity of producing labour
market data and statistics with the highest
possible level of accuracy and reliability,
despite the prevailing challenges.
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High levels of food insecuritf(' threaten the lives of
Palestinians in Gaza Strip

Palestinians in Gaza Strip face a severe
threat due to elevated rates of food
insecurity. Before the Israeli war and
genocide on Gaza Strip, over 63% of the
population lived below the poverty line.
Following the aggression, the situation
has deteriorated significantly to levels
approaching  famine, with  overall
consumption declining by 31% (13% in the
West Bank and 80% in Gaza Strip). Data
indicate that approximately 96% of Gaza'’s
population (around 2.1 million people)
suffer from severe food insecurity.
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Creative Methodologies for Displacement Monitoring in Gaza Strip

Since the onset of the Israeli war and
genocide on Gaza Strip, PCBS worked on
estimating the number of the forcibly
displaced population by utilizing mobile
phone signal analysis in collaboration
with cellular communication companies
operating in Palestine, and other data
sources. This cooperation represented a
qualitative leap in harnessing
non-traditional data sources to produce
quantitative indicators that reflect the
unprecedented humanitarian tragedy
experienced by the people of Gaza Strip.

More than two million people in Gaza
Strip have endured a war of starvation and
forced displacement, with  many
compelled to flee multiple times in a
single day to escape airstrikes and the
collapse of basic living conditions, all
under harsh, inhumane circumstances
that stripped life of dignity and security.

From this perspective, strengthening
partnerships and exploring
non-traditional data sources have

significantly enhanced national statistical
capacities, enabling the provision of vital
and reliable data even under the most
severe and challenging conditions
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Utilizing the Geographical Information System (GIS) in Monitoring

the Impact of the Israeli war and genocide on Gaza Strip
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Since the beginning of the Israeli war and genocide on
© Gaza Strip, a specialized initiative was launched in
TP partnership with leading international entities, including
the United Nations Satellite Centre (UNOSAT), ESCWA, and
. the University of Oregon, to comprehensively assess the
damage to the infrastructure in Gaza Strip. The
assessment included monitoring damage across all vital
sectors, including buildings, residential units, roads, and
agricultural land.

" The sharing of geospatial statistical data contributed to
the production of a series of periodic analytical reports
and the development of precise sampling frameworks and
mapping models. This collaboration established an
unprecedented statistical evidence base, supporting
strategic planning and decision-making processes,
: . making the initiative an effective model for international
cooperation in crisis management.
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Pioneering Data Science and Artificial Intelligence in Official
Statistics

Regionally and globally, the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS)
continues to establish itself as a leader in
leveraging data science and artificial
intelligence in modern statistical work.
PCBS serves as a co-editor in the Data
Science Leaders Network, contributing to
the development of the International
Playbook on Reproducible Analytical
Pipelines (RAPs) in collaboration with the
UK Office for National Statistics (ONS), a
milestone that highlgihts its
methodological ~ leadership  among
National Statistical Offices (NSOs). PCBS
also plays an active role in the PARIS21
Artificial Intelligence Task Team, which
focuses on designing global frameworks
and responsible standards for Al adoption
in official statistics, further elevating
Palestine’s profile in the global statistical
community.

On applications level, PCBS has achieved
major transformations through the
automation of data processing workflows
in customs, tax, and price statistics using
Python and R, including the application of
Natural Language Processing (NLP) to
classify  value-added tax (VAT)
commodities, reducing processing time
from eight months to about two, and the
use of Optical Character Recognition
(OCR) to extract data from files in PDF
format for the big traders, cutting
processing time from two weeks to two
days while enhancing accuracy and
reliability.
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Achieving an Advanced Position in Open Data

In the Open Data Inventory (ODIN)
ranking for 2024, the State of Palestine
achieved a remarkable milestone, ranking
33rd globally with an overall score of 75
out of 100, based on a combination of data
coverage and openness indicators.

This accomplishment continues
Palestine’s steady progress in advancing
open data practices. In 2018, Palestine
ranked 47t with an overall score of 56%
(coverage 52% + openness 60%), then
made a significant leap in 2020, reaching
20th place globally with a score of 72%
(coverage 68% + openness 75%).

In the 2022 ODIN edition, Palestine
maintained its strong global standing,
ranking 25th with a combined score of 71%
(coverage 68% + openness 75%).

This consistent upward trajectory reflects
the dedicated efforts of the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) to
strengthen transparency, enhance the
quality of official statistics, and expand
public access to data in line with
international best practices for open data.

Open Data Inventory (ODIN) «tini (ng
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Rankings Coverage Openness overall
ACROSS5 YEARS 2022 2024 2022 2024 2022 2024

Global 15th 18th 34th 46th 25th 33rd
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/ I I t i
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ODIN SCORE ODIN SCORE QUT OF 100 OUT OF 100
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Preparing a StoryMap on "The Impact of War on Health and
Education in Gaza Strip"

PCBS won the Best Story Map Presentation
within ArcGIS StoryMaps Competition, 2024,
during the Fifth United Nations World Data
Forum (UNWDF 2024) that was held in Medellin,
Colombia.

This StoryMap is titled "The Impact of War on
Health and Education in Gaza Strip" and was
developed in collaboration with SDGS Today, UN
SDSN, and UNESCWA. The story highlights the
challenges faced by Gaza under the ongoing
Israeli war and genocide on Gaza Strip since
October 7t" 2023, In addition, it focuses on the
significant deterioration in the health and
education sectors, which contributes to a
deeper understanding of the consequences of
the war on the daily lives of the Palestinian
people. The competition witnessed an intense
participation of 2500 participants from around
the world under the theme of "Meeting/Facing
the Change: Mapping progress towards a
sustainable future," where this competition
aimed at highlighting the importance of the
geodata in addressing global issues, such as
climate change, urban expansion, and the

o
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This achievement is considered a culmination of
PCBS efforts in documenting the humanitarian
issues and highlighting them at the
international level, which enhances its crucial
role in delivering the voice of the Palestinian
people as well as emphasizing the importance
of data in understanding and providing
solutions for the challenges communities face.
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Preparlng a StoryMap on Children of Gaza: A Cry of Hunger in
the Face of Genocide

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
has launched an interactive StoryMap that
sheds light on the hunger crisis in Gaza,
based on data and maps illustrating the scale
of the escalating humanitarian catastrophe
in Gaza Strip.

The story, published through the ArcGIS
StoryMaps platform, documents the spread
of hunger and food insecurity among the
population especially children amid ongoing
siege and destruction.

The maps highlight the most affected areas,
the locations of relief centers, and the routes
of aid delivery, supported by impactful
photos and field testimonies. The story aims
to raise international awareness about the
severity of the situation and to encourage
urgent humanitarian action.

In this context, UN Secretary General Anténio
Guterres described the situation as "a
man-made catastrophe, a moral indictment,
and a failure of humanity itself." He noted
that the famine in Gaza Strip is not merely a
shortage of food, but a deliberate collapse of
the essential systems necessary for human

survival.
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Children of
Gaza: A Cry of
Hunger in the
Face of Genocide

A Report on Data and Statistics on Hunger,
Water Access, and Justice in Gaza
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