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Challenges facing statistical agencies under the big data

revolution: Case Study, Palestine

Marwan Barakat/Deputy Director General —Area Statistics Directorate
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mbarakat@pcbs.gov.ps

Abstract

As an educational, technological and cultural phenomena, big data considers as
a freshly product of informational revolution due to its huge size, the high speed
of formation and variety of its sources and formats. This type of data is a latent
wealth of official statistical institutes in case of adaptation, but to do this, there
IS an urgent need to for specific tools, possibilities and non traditional ways of
thinking.

This paper reviews the concept of the big data, examining the importance of
benefiting of such data.

The paper also examine the importance of taking advantage of big data in the
context of the work of NSO's.

It has been applied to the case study of spatial/geographical information
management system in Palestine (GeoMOLG).

The challenges section dealt with a set of associated legislative, financial and
administrative, methodological and technological aspects

The paper included an analysis of the current status of the Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics and the environment governing its work, with a special
focus on utilization of data sources and requisites needed to implement projects
of large data

The paper results are considered as a step to continue with other detailed
researches in preparation for structural level decisions for NSO's to provide a
supportive legal environment to encourage the optimal investment in big data
through transforming it to a valuable information in optimal time to serving
researchers, decision makers and other users.
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