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2012 ale dylgs Aaldy) Algn caun allall b Jaiall Cpidacddl) Glsad) e 1 Jsan
Table 1: Projected Population in the World by Reside Country, End Year 2012

Palestinians TN WAL |
Country A
Percent Al Number 2aal)
Palestinian Territory 37.7 4,356,931 Llanddl) ol )
Israel 12.1 1,398,313 Oyl
Arab Countries 44.5 5,142,016 Apyall Jsall
Foreign Countries 5.7 655,456 Al Jsal
Total 100 11,552,716 Egaal)
2012 cale 4lgs ddhaiallg poall) Dla o Aidacddl) L2l B jaiadl ol olSud) s 12 Jgaa
Table 2: Projected Population in the Palestinian Territory by Refugee Status and
Region, End Year 2012
Esanall Refugee Status soalll s
Total Non-Refugee aY ¢ | Refugee Y )
Region Adkial)
dual) 232l Gl 232l Fl) 232l
Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number
Palestinian Territory 100.0 4,356,931 55.8 2,432,550 44.2 1,924,381 | didacddl) g..'a\j\z\
West Bank 100.0 2,684,066 70.3 1,886,571 29.7 797,495 dnpdl daall
Gaza Strip 100.0 1,672,865 32.6 545,979 67.4 1,126,886 e g Uad
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Table 3: Projected Population in the Palestinian Territory by Governorate, End Year 2012

Agudl) Sl aae )
Governorate Adadlaal)
Percent Number of Population
Palestinian Territory 100.0 4,356,931 Lbanddl il
West Bank 61.6 2,684,066 Ayl ddal
Jenin 6.7 292,248 BTN
Tubas 1.4 59,584 wbish
Tulkarm 4.0 173,859 ol
Nablus 8.3 360,231 oalt
Qalgiliya 2.4 103,989 Alats
Salfit 15 66,880 il
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 7.4 324,114 Syalls ) o))
Jericho and Al Aghwar 1.1 48,716 e eyl
Jerusalem 9.2 400,438 el
Bethlehem 4.6 202,196 PEN LY
Hebron 15.0 651,811 Jaal)
Gaza Strip 38.4 1,672,865 356 plad
North Gaza 7.5 328,689 e Jlad
Gaza 13.3 578,874 33
Deir El-Balah 5.6 242,978 il
Khan Yunis 7.3 315,852 osla
Rafah 4.7 206,472 )
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Table 4: Projected Population in the Palestinian Territory by Age, Region and Sex, End Year 2012

56 gl Tl A Lihacdd) )Y
Gaza Strip West Bank Palestinian Territory
Age sl
&l 5sSa Cpinll IS &l 583 Cpmaial) DS &l 583 Cpmaial) DS
Females Males Both Sexes Females Males Both Sexes Females Males Both Sexes
0-4 134,529 140,621 275,150 179,411 186,934 366,345 313,940 327,555 641,495 4-0
5-9 116,789 122,205 238,994 164,735 171,182 335,917 281,524 293,387 574,911 9-5
10-14 105,170 109,777 214,947 157,610 164,667 322,277 262,780 274,444 537,224 14-10
15-19 97,360 100,561 197,921 152,467 159,732 312,199 249,827 260,293 510,120 19-15
20-24 83,181 85,768 168,949 134,186 140,584 274,770 217,367 226,352 443,719 24-20
25-29 64,489 67,201 131,690 105,691 110,601 216,292 170,180 177,802 347,982 29-25
30-34 50,262 52,477 102,739 86,406 90,041 176,447 136,668 142,518 279,186 34-30
35-39 40,690 41,576 82,266 76,771 79,166 155,937 117,461 120,742 238,203 39-35
40-44 32,722 33,645 66,367 65,785 68,063 133,848 98,507 101,708 200,215 44-40
45-49 26,699 29,010 55,709 54,365 57,682 112,047 81,064 86,692 167,756 49-45
50-54 21,064 23,197 44,261 42,471 45,388 87,859 63,535 68,585 132,120 54-50
55-59 15,658 16,185 31,843 29,726 30,984 60,710 45,384 47,169 92,553 59-55
60-64 11,554 10,767 22,321 21,457 20,758 42,215 33,011 31,525 64,536 64-60
65-69 8,583 6,790 15,373 17,439 14,566 32,005 26,022 21,356 47,378 69-65
70-74 6,192 4,174 10,366 13,395 9,832 23,227 19,587 14,006 33,593 74-70
75-79 4,322 2,820 7,142 9,327 6,497 15,824 13,649 9,317 22,966 79-75
80+ 4,024 2,803 6,827 9,509 6,638 16,147 13,533 9,441 22,974 +80
Total 823,288 849,577 1,672,865 1,320,751 1,363,315 2,684,066 2,144,039 2,212,892 4,356,931 £9aall
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Table 5: Percentage Distribution of Population in the Palestinian Territory by Age, Region and Sex, End Year 2012
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2012 cple 45 A Gsudandill :PCBS

5% plad Al daal) Lidautil ol
Age Gaza Strip West Bank Palestinian Territory "
&by 583 Cpiall NS &b 583 il NS &b 583 ol DS
Females Males Both Sexes Females Males Both Sexes Females Males Both Sexes
0-4 16.3 16.6 16.5 13.6 13.7 13.6 14.6 14.8 14.7 4-0
5-9 14.2 14.4 14.3 125 12.6 125 131 13.3 13.2 9-5
10-14 12.8 12.9 12.9 11.9 121 12.0 12.3 124 12.3 14-10
15-19 11.8 11.8 11.8 115 11.7 11.6 11.7 11.8 11.7 19-15
20-24 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.2 10.3 10.2 10.1 10.2 10.2 24-20
25-29 7.8 7.9 7.9 8.0 8.1 8.1 7.9 8.0 8.0 29-25
30-34 6.1 6.2 6.1 6.5 6.6 6.6 6.4 6.4 6.4 34-30
35-39 4.9 4.9 4.9 5.8 5.8 5.8 55 55 55 39-35
40-44 4.0 4.0 4.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 4.6 4.6 4.6 44-40
45-49 3.3 34 3.3 4.2 4.2 4.1 3.9 3.9 3.9 49-45
50-54 2.6 2.7 2.7 3.2 3.3 3.3 3.0 31 3.0 54-50
55-59 1.9 1.9 1.9 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.1 2.1 21 59-55
60-64 1.4 1.3 1.3 1.6 15 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.5 64-60
65-69 1.0 0.8 0.9 1.3 1.1 1.2 1.2 1.0 1.1 69-65
70-74 0.8 0.5 0.6 1.0 0.7 0.9 0.9 0.6 0.8 74-70
75-79 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.5 79-75
80+ 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.5 +80
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 Esanall

33




Table 6: Registered Marriages at the Shari’a Courts and Churches in the Palestinian Territory by Governorate, 1999-2011

2011- 1999 Azilaal) cuua Lidandil) 2l b (uilislly Ao il aSlaall b Alaal) zlg3) a8 16 Jgaa
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Year ) s
Governorate Adadlaal)
2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999
Palestinian Territory 36,284 37,228 38,316 35,777 32,685 28,233 28,876 27,634 26,267 22,611 24,635 23,890 24,874 Agidacddl) ‘,'a\ﬂ\
West Bank 20,165 20,185 19,839 19,114 18,576 16,380 16,706 15,551 14,782 12,319 14,483 14,867 16,099 nal dad
Jenin 2,792 2,766 2,511 2,331 2,430 1,871 2,010 1,861 1,789 1,323 1,693 1,830 1,916 O
Tubas 517 508 457 412 280 424 448 353 374 360 334 375 416 oslish
Tulkarm 1,585 1,576 1,555 1,648 1,548 1,280 1,351 1,164 1,204 718 1,026 1,078 1,231 aXlsh
Nablus 2,803 3,017 2,714 2,822 2,707 2,194 2,365 2,307 2,060 1,241 1,919 2,164 2,342 ol
Qalgiliya 909 892 823 840 798 692 729 592 374 315 441 543 563 4lal
Salfit 770 760 626 609 514 431 447 479 487 515 471 452 522 Cudle
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 1,957 2,060 1,609 1,804 1,722 1,575 1,947 1,735 1,649 1,169 1,653 1,727 2,008 Sulls Al ol
Jericho and Al Aghwar 316 293 314 306 259 307 271 242 268 234 221 245 241 ey Lag)f
Jerusalem 1,397 1,844 2,907 2,927 2,945 2,554 2,511 2,435 2,502 2,506 2,525 2,330 2,482 onaal)
Bethlehem’ 1,097 969 1,342 494 567 832 605 531 617 651 956 1,042 933 Caal
Hebron 6,022 5,500 4,981 4,921 4,806 4,220 4,022 3,852 3,458 3,287 3,244 3,081 3,445 Jasl)
Gaza Strip 16,119 17,043 18,477 16,663 14,109 11,853 12,170 12,083 11,485 10,292 10,152 9,023 8,775 5% plad
North Gaza 2,982 3,126 3,259 2,978 2,631 2,071 2,211 2,064 2,020 1,800 1,748 1,783 1,525 5 Jd
Gaza 6,115 6,380 6,507 5,803 5,097 4,445 4,592 4,582 4,324 3,814 3,662 2,756 3,055 3
Deir El-Balah 2,149 2,194 2,337 2,353 1,756 1,649 1,605 1,632 1,537 1,363 1,323 1,219 1,250 e
Khan Yunis 3,077 3,397 4,028 3,363 2,851 2,348 2,352 2,421 2,293 2,062 2,218 2,104 1,876 BSPTLIEN
Rafah 1,796 1,946 2,346 2,166 1,774 1,340 1,410 1,384 1,311 1,253 1,201 1,161 1,069 &)

*There is under reporting in marriage cases for Bethlehem Governorate for the years (2002-2008).
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2011-1999 (Akdlaall cawa dxidac il g.a.'a‘\)‘\l\ gj Uscal) @l clegdy 7 Jgaa
Table 7: Registered Divorces in the Palestinian Territory by Governorate, 1999-2011

Year s
Governorate Adadlaal)
2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999
Palestinian Territory | 155 6,150 5761 5009 4,043 3756 4211 3961 3,909 3,045 3,687 3,546 3,761 | ki il
West Bank 3,392 3,273 3,244 2,804 2,398 2,232 2,466 2,304 2,360 1,775 2,207 2,120 2,388 Al A
Jenin 423 386 307 272 270 204 248 235 226 155 224 226 186 s
Tubas 61 73 66 32 30 31 31 38 39 38 50 46 39 olish
Tulkarm 283 361 204 302 225 221 245 218 211 146 177 196 223 SSPN
Nablus 558 624 470 433 375 302 412 331 346 216 339 324 398 s
Qalqiliya 141 176 158 173 129 117 104 98 104 47 87 87 126 ida
Salfit 102 106 78 99 66 51 48 70 57 51 41 55 55 il
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 492 354 577 382 398 430 457 450 429 303 446 386 452 Syalls ) oy
Jericho and Al Aghwar 89 91 51 56 43 45 54 115 39 40 57 67 53 ey Lyl
Jerusalem 245 316 547 438 333 291 316 272 374 381 329 339 369 il
Bethlehem’ 140 158 163 111 100 99 134 44 132 86 117 111 160 Taad
Hebron 658 628 533 506 429 441 417 433 403 312 340 283 327 sl
Gaza Strip 2,763 2,877 2,517 2,205 1,645 1,524 1,745 1,657 1,549 1,270 1,480 1,426 1,373 356 pld
North Gaza 548 526 456 427 298 246 302 314 272 272 281 266 231 e Jlad
Gaza 983 1038 915 833 644 579 701 680 626 428 570 524 523 e
Deir El-Balah 397 426 327 293 187 250 247 221 214 178 200 191 256 cldl
Khan Yunis 506 565 498 403 307 271 285 275 306 243 286 262 198 ossila
Rafah 329 3292 321 249 209 178 210 167 131 149 143 183 165 iy
*There is under reporting in divorce cases for Bethlehem Governorate for the years (2002-2008 ). (2008-2002) alsed and cuy ddadlae 4 Ul Ul Cile g axe 3 s Sllia *
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2011 -1999 ciiblaal) cuus dyidaudil) L)) b aldd) zlg3) Jira 18 Jsan
Table 8: Crude Marriage Rate in the Palestinian Territory by Governorate, 1999-2011

Year FE] .
Governorate ALadlaal)
2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999
Palestinian Territory 8.7 9.2 9.7 9.4 8.8 7.8 8.2 8.1 7.9 7.0 7.8 7.8 8.4 Lihauddl pall)
West Bank 7.8 8.0 8.1 8.0 8.0 7.2 7.6 7.2 7.1 6.0 7.3 7.6 8.5 aal A
Jenin 9.9 10.1 9.4 9.0 9.6 7.6 8.4 8.0 7.9 6.0 7.8 8.7 9.4 O
Tubas 9.1 9.3 8.6 8.0 5.7 8.9 9.7 7.9 8.7 8.6 8.3 9.6 111 SRS
Tulkarm 9.4 9.5 9.6 10.3 9.9 8.3 9.0 7.9 8.3 51 7.4 7.9 9.2 aXlsh
Nablus 8.1 8.9 8.2 8.7 85 7.1 7.8 7.8 7.2 4.4 7.0 8.1 8.9 oalil
Qalgiliya 9.1 9.2 8.7 9.1 8.9 7.9 8.5 7.1 4.6 4.0 5.7 7.3 7.8 Alats
Salfit 11.9 12.0 10.1 10.1 8.7 7.5 8.0 8.8 9.1 9.9 9.2 9.1 107 il
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 6.3 6.8 5.5 6.3 6.2 5.9 7.5 6.9 6.7 4.9 7.2 7.7 9.3 Bylls ) ),
Jericho and Al Aghwar 6.8 6.4 7.1 7.1 6.2 7.6 6.9 6.3 7.2 6.5 6.3 7.2 7.3 e eyl
Jerusalem 3.6 4.8 7.7 7.9 8.1 7.1 7.1 7.0 7.3 7.3 7.5 7.0 7.5 1wa§l\
Bethlehem 5.7 51 7.3 2.8 3.3 4.9 3.7 3.3 4.0 4.3 6.5 7.3 6.7 aal i
Hebron 9.7 9.2 8.6 8.8 8.8 8.0 7.9 7.9 7.3 7.2 7.3 7.2 8.3 Jalal)
Gaza Strip 10.1 11.1 12.4 11.6 10.1 8.8 9.3 9.6 9.4 8.7 8.9 8.1 8.2 356 g lhb
North Gaza 9.6 10.5 11.4 10.8 9.9 8.1 9.0 8.8 8.9 8.2 8.3 8.8 7.8 e Jlad
Gaza 11.1 11.9 12.5 115 10.4 9.4 10.0 10.3 10.0 9.1 9.0 7.0 8.0 By
Deir El-Balah 9.3 9.8 10.8 11.3 8.7 8.4 8.5 8.9 8.7 8.0 8.0 7.6 8.1 e
Khan Yunis 10.2 11.6 14.2 12.2 10.7 9.1 9.4 9.9 9.7 9.0 10.0 9.7 9.0 o sula
Rafah 9.2 10.3 12.9 12.3 10.4 8.1 8.9 9.0 8.8 8.7 8.7 8.7 8.3 )

36



2012 cple 45 A Gsudandill :PCBS

2011 -1999 Asilaal) cuua Lsdaudil) )Y G aldd) @3 Jaa 9 Jgaa
Table 9: Crude Divorce Rate in the Palestinian Territory by Governorate, 1999-2011

Year PR
Governorate Adadlaall
2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999
Palestinian Territory 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.3 1.1 1.0 1.2 1.2 1.2 0.9 1.2 1.2 1.3 | Aihaudil) L))
West Bank 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.1 0.9 1.1 11 1.3 Aal L
Jenin 1.5 14 1.1 1.0 1.1 0.8 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.7 1.0 1.1 0.9 O
Tubas 1.1 1.3 1.2 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.2 1.2 1.0 wlish
Tulkarm 1.7 22 1.8 1.9 1.4 14 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.0 1.3 1.4 1.7 aSlsh
Nablus 1.6 1.8 1.4 1.3 1.2 1.0 14 1.1 1.2 0.8 1.2 1.2 1.5 ol
Qalgiliya 14 1.8 1.7 1.9 1.4 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.3 0.6 1.1 1.2 1.7 lal
Salfit 1.6 1.7 1.3 1.6 1.1 0.9 0.9 1.3 1.1 1.0 0.8 1.1 1.1 CNTI
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 1.6 1.2 2.0 1.3 1.4 1.6 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.3 1.9 1.7 2.1 Syully i) ol
Jericho and Al Aghwar 1.9 2.0 1.2 1.3 1.0 1.1 14 3.0 1.0 1.1 1.6 2.0 1.6 ey gl
Jerusalem 1.1 0.8 1.5 1.2 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.8 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.1 )
Bethlehem 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.3 0.9 0.6 0.8 0.8 1.2 PO
Hebron 1.1 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.7 0.8 Jdal
Gaza Strip 1.7 1.9 1.7 1.5 1.2 1.1 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.1 1.3 1.3 1.3 358 g b
North Gaza 1.8 1.8 1.6 1.5 1.1 1.0 1.2 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.3 1.2 3¢ Jlad
Gaza 1.8 1.9 1.8 1.7 1.3 1.2 1.5 1.5 14 1.0 1.4 1.3 14 Be
Deir El-Balah 1.7 1.9 1.5 1.4 0.9 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.0 1.2 1.2 1.7 e
Khan Yunis 1.7 1.9 1.8 1.5 1.1 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.3 1.1 1.3 1.2 0.9 uignla
Rafah 1.7 1.7 1.8 1.4 1.2 1.1 1.3 1.1 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.4 1.3 )
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Table 10: Demographic Indicators in the Palestinian Territory by Region, Selected Years

Year s
Indicator isall
2012 2011 2010 2009 2005 2000
Palestinian Territory Lidalddl) L))
Sex Ratio 103.2 103.2 103.1 103.1 102.7 102.2 ciall s
Dependency Ratio 75.9 75.0 78.7 80.5 96.3 100.6 eyl s
Median Age 19.2 18.0 18.5 18.3 16.7 16.4 Tl yeall
Crude Birth Rate 32.7 32.8 32.8 32.7 37.3 40.9 Al adlgall Jase
Crude Death Rate 3.9 4.0 41 4.3 4.0 45 Al gl Jasa
Natural Increase Rate 3.0 29 2.9 29 3.3 3.6 Tpmgdall 333 Jaea
Total Fertility Rate **4 .4 *59 S Al Jaea
Life Expectancy at Birth (Males) 71.3 71.0 70.8 70.5 717 70.7 (0589 sladl a8 e ol ads3
Life Expectancy at Birt (Females) 741 73.9 73.6 73.2 73.0 72.2 (&) sbadl a8 e o8l a8
Marriages Registered 36,284 37,228 38,316 28,876 23,890 Il asic dacl
Crude Marriage Rate 8.7 9.2 9.7 8.2 7.8 Al z 150 Jaea
Divorces Registered 6,155 6,150 5,761 4,211 3,546 Ol cle gy dlae
Crude Divorce Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.2 1.2 Alall (Bl Jaea
Average Household Size 5.6 5.8 5.8 5.8 5.9 6.1 3 aas Lasgia
West Bank Aal
Sex Ratio 103.2 103.2 103.1 103.1 102.7 102.2 ciall s
Dependency Ratio 70.7 73.0 73.7 75.6 90.6 94.3 eyl 4
Median Age 20.0 20.0 194 19.1 17.7 17.4 Jarusll yaall
Crude Birth Rate 30.1 30.1 30.1 30.1 34.5 38.8 Al adlgall Jane
Crude Death Rate 4.0 41 4.2 4.4 41 4.6 Al il Jane
Natural Increase Rate 27 2.6 27 2.6 3.0 3.4 Gaphall 30031 Jaee
Total Fertility Rate **4.0 *55 S Apadl) Jaee
Life Expectancy at Birth (Males) 71.7 71.4 71.2 70.9 71.7 71.0 (U589 sbadl a8 e o8l pd
Life Expectancy at Birt (Females) 74.5 74.3 74.0 73.7 73.4 72.6 (b)) slall a8 e il a8
Marriages Registered 20,165 20,185 19,839 16,706 14,867 ol asie alaci
Crude Marriage Rate 7.8 8.0 8.1 7.6 7.6 Al Z g3l Jaea
Divorces Registered 3,392 3,273 3,244 2,466 2,120 O Gl by dlac
Crude Divorce Rate 1.3 1.3 1.3 11 11 Al (Sl Jaxa
Average Household Size 5.3 5.6 5.5 5.6 5.8 5.7 3] ana Jauigia
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Table 10 (Cont.): Demographic Indicators in the Palestinian Territory by Region, Selected Years

Year s
Indicator isall

2012 2011 2010 2009 2005 2000
Gaza Strip 356 gldd
Sex Ratio 103.2 103.1 103.1 103.1 102.5 101.7 ciall s
Dependency Ratio 85.0 87.0 87.4 89.1 107.0 112.8 eyl s
Median Age 17.6 17.0 17.2 17.0 15.4 14.9 Jagugll el
Crude Birth Rate 37.3 37.2 371 36.9 42.2 445 Al allsal) Jaea
Crude Death Rate 3.8 3.9 4.0 4.1 3.9 4.3 Al gl Jase
Natural Increase Rate 3.5 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.8 4.0 Toalall 52031 Jaee
Total Fertility Rate **5.1 *6.8 S Apadll Jaee
Life Expectancy at Birth (Males) 70.7 70.5 70.2 69.9 71.2 70.4 (0589 slall a8 e ol ads3
Life Expectancy at Birt (Females) 73.5 73.2 72.9 72.5 72.3 715 (&U) sbad) a8 e olad) a8
Marriages Registered 16,119 17,043 18,477 12,170 9,023 gl asie dael
Crude Marriage Rate 10.1 11.1 12.4 9.3 8.1 Al z 150 Jaea
Divorces Registered 2,763 2,877 2,517 1,745 1,426 Ol il by dac
Crude Divorce Rate 1.7 1.9 17 13 1.3 Al (Ul Jaxa
Average Household Size 6.1 6.3 6.4 6.3 6.2 6.9 3 aas Lasgia
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Introduction

Demographics occupy an important place in development and planning for all nations and
societies on a political, social and economic level. In the Palestinian case, demographics have
a special status since the population is one of the fundamental factors in the Palestinian
people’s options of comprehensive development and economic progress, especially in light of
limited natural resources and political options. It is within this context that the PCBS has
prepared this report, which provides a database to be used as a basic starting point for the
establishment of a Palestinian population policy.

This report contains the results of the latest official censuses with the most significant
statistical indicators on the number of Palestinians living all over the world, including
demographic features.

This report was based on the data available to the PCBS from different sources, including the
population, housing and establishments census of 2007, surveys conducted by the PCBS, and
the administrative records of the relevant Palestinian ministries and institutions.

This report contains the most updated estimates of the number of Palestinians in Diaspora and
those living in Israel with their most significant demographic features. The report also
supplies updated estimates of the number of Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip based on the latest available data.

The formulation of comprehensive data on the Palestinian population and its features is a
thorny and complex issue due to objective reasons related to the sources of data and the fact
that some Palestinians who live abroad integrate into the host countries, which makes it
difficult to obtain data on the Palestinians residing in these countries.

Despite the fact that the PCBS used the database provided by UNRWA on the number of
Palestinians in the areas where it operates outside Palestine, including Jordan, Syria and
Lebanon, this data remains incomplete due to difficulties and errors in the registration of
Palestinian refugees, added to the fact that not all Palestinians living abroad are refugees.

This report comes after four decades of Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip
and six decades after the catastrophe that scattered the Palestinians all over the world. This
report is a serious attempt by the PCBS to put the reader, the planner and the decision maker
in the overall picture of the number of Palestinians and their most significant demographic
features.

We hope that those who seek information from this report will find what they need for
planning and development towards an independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its
capital and the return of Palestinian refugees to their homes.

December, 2012 Ola Awad
President of PCBS
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Executive Summary

- The world population of Palestinians at the end of 2012 is estimated at 11.6 million, of
which 4.4 million live in the Palestinian Territory. This constitutes about 37.7% of all
Palestinians in the world.

- It is anticipated that the Palestinian population and the Jews population in historical
Palestine will be equal by the end of 2016. By the end of 2020, Jews will make up 49.1%
of the total population: there will be 6.9 million Jews compared to 7.2 million
Palestinians.

- Data available on Palestinians living in Jordan shows that the total fertility rate among
Palestinians was 3.3 births per woman in 2010. The average household size was 4.8
persons during 2010.

- Data available on Palestinians living in Syria in 2009 indicated that the percentage of
individuals below 15 years of age was 33.1% and the percentage of individuals over 65
years of age was 4.4%. The overall fertility rate for Palestinians living in Syria was 2.5
births per woman and the average Palestinian household size was 4.1 persons in 2010.

- The available data on Palestinians living in Lebanon in 2011 indicated that the percentage
of individuals under 15 years of age was 31.1% while those over 65 years of age made up
6.1%. The total fertility rate for Palestinians living in Lebanon was 2.8 births per woman
and the average Palestinian household size was 4.4 persons in 2011.

- Data available on Palestinians living in Israel in 2011 indicated that the percentage of
individuals under 15 years of age was 36.5%, while the percentage of individuals over 65
years of age was 4.1%. The overall fertility rate was 3.3 births per woman and the
average Palestinian household size was 4.8 persons in 2011.

- In the Palestinian Territory, 2.7 million Palestinians live in the West Bank (61.6%), and
1.7 million Palestinians live in Gaza Strip (38.4%).

- Data for 2012 indicate that 44.2% of Palestinians living in the Palestinian Territory are
refugees, which makes 29.7% of the total population of the West Bank. Refugees make
up 67.4% of the total population of Gaza Strip.

- Data indicated that the dependency ratio in the Palestinian Territory has fallen from 101.3
in 1997 to 75.9 in 2012.

- Data indicate that there was a slight increase in the median age in the Palestinian
Territory in the period 1997-2012, from 16.4 years in 1997 to 19.2 years in 2012,

- The crude birth rate in the Palestinian Territory has fallen from 42.7 births per 1000
population in 1997 to 32.7 births per 1000 population in 2012. The rate is expected to
reach 31.9 births in 2015. Meanwhile, the crude death rate has fallen from 4.9 deaths per
1000 population in 1997 to 3.9 deaths per 1000 population in 2012. The rate is expected
to become 3.6 by 2015.

- In mid-2012, the natural population increase in the Palestinian Territory was 3.0%: 2.7%
in the West Bank and 3.5% in Gaza Strip.

- The average household size has decreased to 5.6 persons for 2012, compared to 6.4
persons in 1997.

- Life expectancy in the Palestinian Territory in 2012 was 72.7 years: 71.3 years for men
and 74.1 years for women.
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Chapter One

Reporting Methodology

The formulation of development plans and social development in the Palestinian Territory
requires the availability of several indicators relating to demographic characteristics and
population. The main indicators are those on population and population distribution. As a
commitment to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) policy on periodically
updating population estimates and demographic indicators, this report was prepared to provide
recent and reliable data on these fields for users, researchers, scholars, and planners.

The process of collecting statistical data on the Palestinian people all over the world faces
many professional, financial, and political difficulties. Surveys and direct field studies cannot
be conducted in many of the countries hosting Palestinians. There is a lack of technical
framework necessary for the selection of statistical samples or studied theory surveys and field
studies. In addition, the integration of the Palestinian people into the communities in which
they reside makes the counting process very difficult, in addition to the financial cost.

There are also political obstacles to studies and field surveys in other countries since these may
contradict their principles of sovereignty. For all these reasons, the PCBS attempts to conduct
several activities in conjunction with the current conditions so that, in terms of professionalism,
they can produce the best estimates within the available resources.

1.1 Data Sources and Methodology

Data in this report are based on a number of field surveys and censuses carried out by PCBS in
the Palestinian Territory and a number of field surveys conducted in host countries. In addition,
other sources were used, including administrative records available to international
organizations, a number of studies conducted by establishments and individuals to estimate the
number of Palestinians and their demographic and social characteristics, including the report of
the Commissioner General of UNRWA, and pages on the Internet belonging to centers dealing
with the Palestinian issue around the world.

Data related to the Palestinian population inside Israel are based on the Statistical Abstract of
Israel (various years) and data from the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics (Statistical Abstract)
No. 63 for 2012. The information bank of the Palestinian minority in Israel (Rakaz) is related to
the National Arab Association for Research and Health Services (Jaleel Association).

Providing data about Palestinians residing in Israel is very complicated since the data resources
are limited to the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics. Their methodology is based on
calculating all the Arabs and Palestinians within the state of Israel, including the Syrian Golan
Heights and the J1 province of Jerusalem,’ in addition to the Palestinian Territory occupied in
1948. Therefore, in calculating the Palestinian population in Israel, the J1' population were
excluded from the number of people in the Jerusalem governorate.

In regard to Palestinians in the Palestinian Territory (West Bank, Gaza Strip), figures are taken
from revised estimates based on the latest data. The data were prepared by the PCBS from the
results of the population, housing and establishments survey of 2007, based on a developed
hypothesis on anticipated trends in fertility, death rates, and international immigration of
Palestinians into the Palestinian Territory in future years.

1 J1 Includes those parts of Jerusalem governorate annexed by Israel in 1967.

[13]
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With regard to Palestinians in Jordan, data are taken from estimates of the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), in addition to surveys conducted in collaboration with a
number of international organizations in Jordan. The UNRWA records indicate that the
registerezd number of Palestinian refugees in Jordan was estimated at 1.98 million at the end
of 2011.

Data for the Palestinian population in Syria are based on surveys conducted in cooperation with
international organizations and reports of the Commissioner General of UNRWA and derived
from the records of the agency. The UNRWA records indicate that the number of registered
refugees in Syria was 486,946 at the end of 2011.2

Data for the Palestinian population in Lebanon are based on surveys conducted there in
cooperation with international organizations and reports of the Commissioner General of
UNRWA and the records of the agency. The UNRWA records show that the number of
Palestinian refugees registered in Lebanon was 436,154 at the end of 2011.

Data on the Palestinian population in other Arab states and foreign countries are derived from
the estimates of researchers, associations and Palestinian centers.

1.2 Population Projection Assumptions
1. Palestinians in the Palestinian Territory: The projections of the number of Palestinians
in the Palestinian Territory are based on the following assumptions:
e The decline of the total fertility rate by 30% during 2007-2025 in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip.
e Decline of infant mortality rates by 50% during 2007-2025 in both the West Bank
and Gaza Strip.
e The presumption of net international immigration is equal to zero from 2007 to the
end of the projection period in 2025.
2. Palestinians in Israel: The current annual growth rate is adopted, which is 2.5%
according to data from the Israeli Bureau of Statistics.
3. Palestinians in Arab states: It has been assumed as a steady growth rate of 2.5%.
4. Palestinians in foreign countries: It has been assumed as a fixed growth rate of 1.5%.

1.3 Report Structure

The report constitutes a preface and four chapters. Chapter one comprises the methodology.
Chapter two presents a report on Palestinians in Diaspora and in historical Palestine (estimating
the number of Palestinians in the world and the demographic characteristics of Palestinians
living in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Israel). Chapter three focuses on end of year estimates of the
Palestinian population in the Palestinian Territory, the percentage distribution of population by
selected age groups, sex ratio, refugee status, and other specific demographic characteristics.
Finally, chapter four presents the concepts and definitions.

2 http://www.unrwa.org

[14]
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Chapter Two

Palestinians in Diaspora and in Historical Palestine

This chapter presents a summary of the most important demographic and population indicators
in the Diaspora and in historical Palestine.

2.1 Estimated World Population of Palestinians

11.6 Million Palestinians in the World at the End of 2012

There are estimated to be 11.6 million Palestinians in the world at the end of 2012, distributed
according to location as follows: 4.4 million in the Palestinian Territory, which is 37.7% of
the Palestinian world population; 1.4 million in Israel (12.1%); 5.1 million in Arab countries
(44.5%); and 655 thousand in foreign countries (5.7%).

Percentage Distribution Population of Palestinian by Country of Residence,
End year 2012

50 4 44.5
45 -
40 - 37.7
35 -
~ 30 -
o
325 -
820 -
15 -
10 4 5.7

Foreign Countries Israel Palestinian Territory Arab Countries

Country

2.2 Estimated Number of Palestinians and Jews in historical Palestine

7.2 Million Palestinians compared to 6.9 million Jews in 2020 in Historical Palestine

PCBS estimates indicate that there were around 5.8 million Palestinians living in historical
Palestine at the end of 2012, while there were 5.9 million Jews end year 2011 according to
estimates by the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics for 2011 , and by end of 2012 is expected to
reach 6.0 million Jews. The number of Palestinians and Jews will total about 6.5 million of
each by the end of 2016. By providing current growth rates to remain the same. However, the
number of Palestinians in historical Palestine will total 7.2 million compared to 6.9 Jews by the
end of 2020.°

% Data on Palestinian populations is based on estimates by PCBS, while estimates of the Jewish population are based on figures
in the annual Israeli Statistical Abstract 2012, Issue no. 63.
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Projected Population for Palestinian and Jews Population in Historic Palestine,
Selected Years
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2.3 Demographic Aspects of Palestinians in Diaspora and Israel

e Palestinians in Jordan

Data indicate that the Palestinian household size is 4.8 persons and the annual growth rate is
2.4%. The average fertility of Palestinian women in Jordan is around 3.3 births per woman
with a crude birth rate of 29.2 births per thousand. The infant mortality rate in Palestinian
refugee camps in Jordan is 22.6 deaths per thousand live births, while the mortality rate of
children up to five years of age is 25.7 deaths per thousand live births in 2010.*

e Palestinians in Syria

The available data on Palestinians living in Syria showed that in 2009, 33.1% of the population
were aged less than 15, while 4.4% were aged 65 years and above.” Data also indicate that the
Palestinian household size was 4.1 individuals in 2010 and population growth was 1.6 for the
same year. The total fertility in 2010 of Palestinians in Syria was 2.5 births for each woman and
the crude birth rate was 29.2 per thousand of the total population. The infant mortality in 2010
was 28.2 deaths per thousand live births and the mortality rate among children below five years
of age was 31.5 deaths per thousand births. °

In 2006, in the Palestinian population aged 15 years and above in Syria, 48.3% of males were
unmarried and 40.8% of females. The highest percentage of unmarried individuals was in the
15-19 age group: 100% of males and 92.7% of females. Female widows in the Palestinian
population living in Syria were 4.2% compared to 0.5% for males. ’

e Palestinians in Lebanon

The available data on Palestinians living in Lebanon in 2011 showed that 31.1% of the
population were aged less than 15, while 6.1% were aged 65 years old and above. The sex
ratio was 98.2 males per hundred females in 2011. The data also indicated that the percentage
unmarried female Palestinian in Lebanon (12 years and over) 43.7%, and as the percentage of

4UNRWA, 2011. UNRWA STATISTICS -2010- First issue, selected indicators
5 PCBS, 2011. Palestinian Statistical Yearbook No. 11. Ramallah- Palestine.

6 Previous Source (4)

7 Previous Source (5)
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married women (52.2%), and the percentage of divorced 2.3%, and the percentage of widows
1.7% for the year 2011.

The available data for 2011 indicate that the average Palestinian household size was 4.4
persons, the total fertility rate was 2.8 births per woman and the infant mortality rate was 15.0
per thousand live births and the mortality rate for children below the age of five was 17.0 per
thousand live births in the same year.’

e Palestinians in Israel

The estimated number of Palestinians living in Israel at the end of 2012 was 1.4 million.
Available data on Palestinians living in Israel in 2011 show that 36.5% of the population were
aged less than 15, while 4.1% were aged 65 years old and above.

The total fertility rate for Palestinians living in Israel was 3.3 births per woman in 2011. This
rate is higher than the Israeli fertility rate of 3.0 births per woman for the same year. The
Palestinian household size was 4.8 persons in 2011. The crude birth rate was 25.0 births per
thousand out of the total population and the crude mortality rate was 2.7 per thousand. The
infant mortality rate in 2011 was 6.7 per thousand live births and the sex ratio was 102.0 males
per hundred females.’

® The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics2012, database the survey fourth-indicators Cluster in Palestinian refugee camps
in Lebanon, 2011.
® Israeli Statistical Yearbook, 2012 Issue 63.

[17]



PCBS: Palestinians at the End of Year, 2012

[18]



PCBS: Palestinians at the End of Year, 2012

Chapter Three

Palestinians in the Palestinian Territory

This chapter summarises the most important population and demographic indicators in the
Palestinian Territory at the end of 2011, based on different sources.

4.4 Million of Population in Palestinian Territory at the End of 2012

The estimated population of Palestinians in the Palestinian Territory at the end of 2012 was 4.4
million: 2.7 million in the West Bank (61.6% ) and 1.7 million (38.4%) in Gaza Strip. The
highest population was in Hebron with 15.0% of the total population, followed by Gaza
governorate with 13.3% and the Jerusalem population with 9.2%. Jericho and Al Aghwar had
the lowest population rate of 1.1%.

Percentage Distribution of Population in The Palestinian Territory by Governorate,
End year 2012
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44.2% of Palestinian Population in Palestinian Territory are refugees

Estimates for 2011 indicate that 44.2% of the total Palestinian population in the Palestinian
Territory were refugees, estimated in number at 1.9 million: 798 thousand in the West Bank
(29.7% of the total West Bank population) and 1.1 million in Gaza Strip (67.4% of the total
population in Gaza Strip).

40.2% of Population in Palestinian Territory below age of 15 years

Palestinian society in the Palestinian Territory is a young society with 40.2% of the population
aged less than 15 at the end of 2012. There was a distinct regional difference with a rate of
38.1% in the West Bank compared to 43.7% in Gaza Strip. The percentage of those aged 65
years old and above was 2.9%: 3.3% in the West Bank and 2.3% in Gaza Strip .

[19]
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| Sex Ratio in Palestinian Territory is 103.2 Males per 100 Females |

At the end of 2012, there were 2.21 million males in the Palestinian Territory compared to 2.14
females, a sex ratio of 103.2. In the West Bank, there were 1.36 million males and 1.32 million
females, a sex ratio of 103.2. In Gaza Strip, there were 850 thousand males and 823 thousand
females, a sex ratio of 103.2.

High Dependency Ratio in Palestinian Territory

Data indicate that the dependency rate fell in the Palestinian Territory from 101.3 in 1997 to
75.9 in 2012, but there was a distinct difference between the West Bank and Gaza Strip. In
2012, the rate decreased in the West Bank from 94.7 in 1997 to 70.7 in 2012 while in Gaza
Strip the rate decreased from 114.5 in 1997 to 85.0 in 2012.

19.2 Years is the Median Age in the Palestinian Territory

There has been a slight increase in the median age in the Palestinian Territory during 1997-
2012: the median age rose from 16.4 years in 1997 to 19.2 years in 2012. In the West Bank, the
median age rose from 17.4 years in 1997 to 20.0 years in 2012, while in Gaza Strip it increased
from 14.8 in 1997 to 17.6 years in 2012.

Decline in Crude Birth Rates in Palestinian Territory

Population projections indicate that the crude birth rate in the Palestinian Territory will decline
from 32.7 crude births per thousand of population in 2012 to 31.9 crude births in 2015. The
crude birth rate varies between 30.1 births in the West Bank and 37.3 births in Gaza Strip in
2012.

Decline in Crude Mortality Rates in Palestinian Territory

The crude mortality rates are relatively low compared to those prevailing in Arab countries.
Crude mortality rates are expected to decline from 3.9 deaths per 1000 population in 2012 to
3.6 deaths per 1000 population by 2015. The crude mortality rate should fall from 4.0 deaths
per thousand population in 2012 in the West Bank to 3.8 deaths per thousand population by
2015, while in Gaza Strip should fall from 3.8 deaths per thousand population in 2012 to 3.5
deaths per thousand population by 2015, This indicates the improvements in the quality of life
and public access to medical services.

3.0% Population Increase in Palestinian Territory mid 2012

The rate of population increase in the Palestinian Territory in mid 2012 was 3.0%: 2.7% in the
West Bank and 3.5% in Gaza Strip. It is anticipated that this growth rate will remain stable over
the coming five years since the mortality rate is declining and fertility rates remain high,
despite a tendency to slow. This will therefore require appropriate economic and social policies
to deal with the population increase in coming years.

Decline in Household Size in the Palestinian Territory

Data indicate that the Household Size fell in the Palestinian Territory from 6.4 in 1997 to 5.6 in
2012, In the West Bank, the average household size fell to 5.3 persons in 2012 compared
t0 6.1 in 1997. while in Gaza Strip, the average size fell to 6.1 persons in 2012 compared to 6.9
in 1997,

[20]
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High Fertility Rates in the Palestinian Territory

The fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory is high compared to other countries due to early
marriage, especially for females, and the desire to have children, in addition to the customs and
traditions prevailing in Palestinian society, but there are indicators that the fertility rate has
begun to decline over the past decade. According to the results of the Palestinian household
survey in 2010, the total fertility rate had fallen to 4.4 births during 2008-2009 compared to 6.0
births in 1997. The fertility rate continued high in Gaza Strip compared to the West Bank
during 1997-2009, with 4.0 births during 2008-2009 in the West Bank compared to 5.6 births in
1997. In Gaza Strip, the fertility rate was 5.2 during 2008-2009 compared to 6.9 in 1997.

The total fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory is high compared to Arab countries: 3.8 births
in Jordan, 2.9 births in Egypt and 2.1 births in Tunisia in 2010. '

Increased Life Expectancy in 2012

As a result of the decrease in the mortality rate in the Palestinian Territory, the life expectancy
for individuals has increased to 72.7 years: 71.3 for males and 74.1 for females in 2012. This
varied by region with life expectancy of 73.1 years in the West Bank: 71.7 years for males and
74.5 for females, while in Gaza Strip live expectancy was 72.1 years: 70.7 years for males and
73.5 for females. Reasons for the increase in life expectancy include improvements in health
care and the gradual decrease of mortality rates among infants and children.

Life Expectancy at Birth in the Palestinian Territory by Region and sex, 2012
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Sours : Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2012. Revised Estimate Based on the Final Results of Population,
Housing and Establishment Census 2007. Ramallah-Palestine.

19 population Reference Bureau. World Population Data Sheet, 2012.
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Chapter Four
Concepts and Definitions

Average household size:
It refer to the average number of privet household member calculated through dividing the total
number of member for a certain category by number of household for that particular category.

Crude Birth Rate:
The number of births per 1,000 persons in a given year.

Crude Death Rate:
The number of deaths per 1,000 persons in a given year.

Crude Marriage Rate (CMR):
The number of marriages per 1000 population in mid year.

Crude Divorce Rate (CDR):
The number of divorces per 1000 population in mid year.

Dependency Ratio:

The ratio of the persons defined as economically dependent to those in the ages defined as
economically productive; arbitrary defined as the ratio of the elderly (those 65 years and over)
plus the young (those under 15 years of age) to the population in the “working ages” (those 15-
64 years of age).

Infant Mortality Rate
The number of infant deaths under one year of age in a given year per 1,000 live births during
the year.

Life Expectancy:
The average number of additional years a person would live if current mortality trends were to
continue. Most commonly cited as life expectancy at birth.

Median Age:
The age which divides a population into two numerically, equal groups; that is, half of the
people are younger than this age and the second half are older.

Rate of Natural Increase:
The rate at which a population is increasing (or decreasing) in a given year due to an increase
(or decrease) of births against deaths expressed as a percentage of the base population.

Refugee Status:

This status relates to the Palestinians who were forced to leave their land in the Palestinian

Territory occupied by Israel in 1948. It applies to their male sons and grandchildren.
Registered Refugees: It applies to registered refugees holding refugee registration cards
issued by UNRWA.
Non-Registered Refugees: It applies to unregistered refugees who do not hold refugee
registration cards issued by UNRWA.
Non-Refugee: It applies to any Palestinian not categorized under any of the two
aforementioned status types.
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Sex Ratio:
The number of males per 100 females in a population.

Total Fertility Rate:

The average number of children that would be born alive to a woman (or group of women)
during her life time if she were to pass through her childbearing (15-49) years conforming to
the age specific fertility rates of a given years. The sum of age specific fertility rates is
multiplied by 5.

[24]





