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Executive Summary

This study attempt to analyze the situation of livestock in the Palestinian Territory in their
components, follow-up their development , discuss the effective factors of livestock , their
role in food security and attractiveness of the investment. The study aims at capturing
measure challenges that hinder the development of animal production and suggesting
effective development policies. . The study used descriptive and comparative analysis based
in agricultural Census 2010 - final results, farm Structure Survey, 2004/2005 main finding
and Agricultural Statistics from 1996-2008 conducted by the Palestinian central Bureau of
Statistics (PCBS).

The study consists of six main chapters. The first chapter deals the general framework of
study and describe the aims, the conceptual framework , and problems of study. The second
chapter focuses on livestock data census analyses, and the important agricultural indicators
in 2010, conditions of the livestock in the Palestinian Territory, and compare the changes in
animal and mixed holding and their development overtime, the comparison was also made
between agricultural Census 2010 - final results, farm Structure Survey, 2004/2005 main
finding. The researcher classified the livestock production into several types: Cattles, Sheep,
Goat, Camels. Equines (Donkeys, Mules and Horses), Broilers, Layers mother of broiler,
Turkey, Domestics Poultry (Rabbits, Turkeys, Pigeons, Chickens) Beehives and Fishes. The
third chapter focuses on the effective variables in sustainable agricultural development and
its relationship with livestock. The fourth chapter deals with livestock and food security
according to the food security concept and Palestinian agricultural trade balance. The fifth
chapter describes livestock attractiveness as investment in the Palestinian Territory, and
strategic analysis of the investment environment in livestock. Finally the sixth chapter deals
with the findings and recommendations.

The study found a set of results including:

1. The numbers of livestock decreased when compared to their numbers in the year
2009/2010 in the structural survey data in 2004/2005, also the number of sheep
decreased by 29.3%, the number of goats decreased by 40.9%, the number of broiler
chickens decreased by 23.4%, the number of laying hens decreased by 39.5%, and the
number of hives decreased by 45.1%, and no significant change in the number of cattle
during that period, with the continued growth of population in the Palestinian Territory
at level of 3%.

2. The number of livestock holdings in the Palestinian Territory increased by 93.6%
compared with the structural survey 2004/2005, but most prominent development was at
Gaza Strip level, where the percent reached to 472.7%. In contrast, the number of mixed
holdings decreased by 23.8% at the level of the Palestinian Territory despite the
increase in its number in Gaza Strip by 115.3%.

3. In comparison with 2004/2005 survey, there was significant increase of 58% in the
number of animal holdings that are restricted by the occupations, or that have been
damaged as a result of Israeli violations And the amount of fish fluctuated depending on
the number of marine miles allowed for fishing by Israeli occupation forces.

4. The livestock are capital-intensive and relies on family members’ workers, the results
indicated that number of permanent salaried employees of agricultural workers in the
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holdings of animal are low, and the rate is at 6.6 per 100 holdings of animal, and the
rate of 15.6 per 100 in the mixed holdings, of whom the proportion of male permanent
workers in holdings of animal 89.1% and 85.3% in the mixed holdings, and low
educational level of the holders, where 65% of them have less than secondary
education.

The share of agricultural budget from the general budget of the Palestinian Authority is
0.7%. The share of development expenses form it is only 13.8%, which is low share
compared to the size of constraints faced by the Palestinian agriculture. salaries and
wages form the bulk of the share of the Ministry of Agriculture. backed down its role in
agricultural guidance, as 16% of the holdings receive guidance from the Ministry of
Agriculture while the rate of farmers self dependence on guidance reached 21 % in the
animal holdings, and 56.1% of the animal holdings, and 24.1% of the mixed holdings
do not receive any veterinary service.

There is significant shortage of scientific research and in animal experiments stations.

Agricultural finance is still limited to carry out agricultural investment, and agricultural
development, and to push the economy forward. Where the share of agriculture and
livestock of the total facilities in public and private sector is $ 64.6 million which is
only 2.2% of the total facilities of the public and private sectors.

The observed increase in the value of imports of feed in the Palestinian Territory in
2010 from the year 2008 is by 108.2% in addition to the import of all raw materials used
in their manufacture.

The Palestinian Territory needs more development and humanitarian aid, the average
ratio of the total value of exports to the average percentage of the total value of imports
of food and live animals has reached 11.6% in the Palestinian Territory of the year
2000-2010, where the proportion of export earnings from goods and services spent on
imports of food and live animals reaches 85.8%, these indicators reflect the size of the
deficit in agricultural trade balance, and how serious the financial situation in spite of
increasing per capita GDP that is, all of our exports is not enough to pay the bill for our
food imports.

There are many strengths and opportunities in livestock, which can be exploited by an
investor, notably: milk cows projects, fattening calves and sheep, mothers of poultry
farms, turkey farms and fish farming.

The investment law Provided variety of incentives to encourage the Palestinian
Investment in Palestine, notably the application of the principle of the single window in
the Palestinian senior investment encouragement Commission, and tax exemptions
granted to investors.



The researcher reached a set of recommendations:
1. Build a common national strategy for food security in the Palestinian Territory, aimed at

reducing dependence on imports, and increase investment in agriculture and livestock and food
production to alleviate the food gap, and raise the share of the Ministry of Agriculture of the
general budget.

2. The small livestock farm size restrict the potential benfit of economy oif sacle, and increases the
cost per unit of production and reduces profits, which raises the prices of animals and meat, and
therefore the study recommends the need to raise awareness of the importance of increasing the
size of holdings and take advantage of scale of economies by joining the active Cooperative
associations.

3. A gualitative leap in the poultry sector requires necessarily to overcome the current situation by
finding companies go beyond the efforts of individuals. With the provision of infrastructure
necessary to modernize the sector and prepare it to meet the domestic shortage in fertilized eggs
and feed. It is an investment opportunity for local and foreign investors to invest in farms of the
mothers of broiler and layer and turkeys farms,

4. Advocay is needed to support fishermen through intensive media focus on the suffering and
integrating international efforts to ease the fishing area restriction.

5. The development of staff in the Ministry of Agriculture to resolve technical problems in fish
farming

6. The abolition of tax exemption for farmers contradicts the strategic plan announced by the
Ministry of Agriculture to save the agricultural sector, and makes the agricultural sector fragile,
and makes great damage to the agricultural sector in different components of plant and animal,
especially small farmers, there is a need to create an agricultural fund to face the risks.

7. Strengthening the role of development media in order to disseminate and promote awareness
among the farmers.

8. There is a need to invest in training and scientific research in the area of food security and
livestock. And benefit from the successful experiences of other countries.

9. Guidance and direction of scientific research to focus on small-scale management systems,
through the provision of guidance services, participatory and cooperative guidance, and
improvement in the Breeding and the election of strains which are economically feasible to make
use of crop residues in animal feed.



