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Preface

The Population, Housing and Establishment Census-1997 is the cornerstone of the efforts of
developing reliable up-to-date and comprehensive socioeconomic database.

PCBS is conducting Dissemination, Analysis, and Training for Effective Utilization of
Census Findings to enhance awareness among PNA, NGOs, and the private sector of
available statistical data in general, and Census findings in particular, as well as their potential
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover the areas of dissemination, training and analysis of the
Census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels
of concern, including analytical, in-depth analysis, and summary reports, of which this report
comes as one of the products in this regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to improving the living standards of the Palestinian
society through strengthening the development planning process at various levels.

August, 2003 Hasan Abu Libdeh, Ph.D
National Director of the Census
President of PCBS



Executive summary

Fertility plays a major role in demographic changes. In most cases, mortality rates decreased
in the past century without noticeable decrease in fertility rates, this leads to a significance
increase in population growth . Accordingly, fertility has received much concern and attention
to follow up and observe the changes and trends of total fertility rates.

This study concentrates on measuring , analyzing and studying fertility determinants. Studies
tried to shed lights on the major factors that could decrease fertility rates, keep in mind that
these factors might differ from a country to another.

Although fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory is decreasing, it is still high, particularly
when its compared with the worldwide fertility rates. Total fertility rate decreased in
Palestinian Territory from 6.77 in 1992 to 6.06 births in 1994 to 5.93 births in 1999, the
fertility rate in West Bank is lower than Gaza Strip for various years .

Studying fertility and its determinants in the Palestinian Territory , the Population Census -
1997, Health Survey-2000, Demographic Survey 1995, and the publications of the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics have been used. The main findings of the study can be
summarized as follows:

Current Age

Women’s current age plays a major role in determining fertility levels, mean number of live
births who were born for women aged 15-19 years in Palestinian Territory was 0.7 in 1997
and increased sharply for those aged 45-49 years to reach 7.76 births.

Age at First Marriage

Mean number of live births for women aged less than 15 years at first marriage was 5.77
births in 1997, and dropped to less than one birth for women who got married at the age 35
years and over. On the other hand, 32.1 % of women who got married at the age less than 15
years have 8 births or more, compared with 0.1% for those married at the age of 35 years
and over.

Duration of Marriage

Mean number of live births for women whose duration of marriage was less than 5 years was
1.01 births in 1997, 99.5% of them have 0-3 births. The mean number of live births for
women whose duration of marriage exceeds 35 years was 9.47 births, 73.5 % of them have 8
births or more.

Years of Schooling

Mean number of live births for non-educated women was 7.03 births in 1997, 48% of them
have 8 births or more, compared with 3.0 births for women completed more than 13 years of
schooling and only 3.5% of them have 8 births or more.

Degree of Consanguinity

Marriage among relatives is prevalent in the Palestinian Territory. Its more prevalent in
Gaza Strip than in the West Bank. The mean number of live births for women who got
married from the same tribe is 4.63 births,21.8% of them have 8 births or more. However,
the mean number of live births for women who got married from not a relative is 3.79
births, and only 12.2% of them have 8 births or more.



Age at First Birth

The median Age at first birth for currently married women aged 15-49 is 20 years, this means
that half of currently married women give the first birth before reaching 20 years. Health
survey data shows that 35.1 % of women gave their first birth before reaching 19 years.

Mean number of live births for women give their first birth at the age less than 15 years is
about 6.7 births, 30.3 % of them have 8 births or more. The mean number of live births for
women give their first birth at the age 25 years and over is 3.5 births and that 6.8 % of them
have 8 births or more.

Contraceptive Use

Contraceptive prevalence rate (CPR) the Palestinian Territory is 51.4% CPR is higher in the
West Bank 54.1% compared with Gaza Strip 46.1%, and also its 53.6% for women completed
secondary education and over compared with 45.3% for non educated.

Mean number of live births for women who use contraceptive methods is 2.27births, 75.7% of
them have 0-3 births and 7.3% of them have 8 births or more. However, women who do not
use contraceptive methods, the mean number of live births is 5.12 births which is twice the
mean number of live births for women contraceptive users.

Birth Intervals

The average of birth interval according to the health survey data 2000 in Palestinian
territories is 33 months (34.1 months in West Bank and 31.2 months in Gaza Strip), 50% of
women gave birth within a short period ( Defined as less than 18 months) according to the
health survey data, compared with 70% according to the data of demographic survey 1995.

Relationship with labor force

Findings of population census 1997 shows that 6.2% of Palestinian women aged 15-49 years
are currently working or ever worked. Mean number of live births for working women is 3.46
births 55.4% of them have 0-3 births, while 8.1% of them have 8 births or more. The mean
number of live births for non working women is 4.44 births, 44.3% of them have 0-3 births
while 18.1% of them have 8 births or more, which means that it is twice the rates of working
women.

Region and Refugee Status

According to region, the mean number of live births in West Bank is 4.09 births, 13.9% of
married women in West Bank have 8 births or more. However, in Gaza Strip, the mean
number of live births is 4.62, 20.5% of married women have 8 births or more. While
according to the refugee status, the mean number of live births for refugee women is 4.44,
18.1% of them have 8 births or more. However, the mean number of live births for not
refugee women is 4.33 and 17.1% of them have 8 births or more.
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