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P r e f a ¢ e

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) is pleased to
introduce its first bulletin on the youth in Palestine, aiming to
present the main issues and indicators of youth concerns. Issuing
this bulletin comes in a critical stage as the Palestinian Territory is
passing through serious situation affecting all Palestinians in
general, and youth in particular, due to their major participation in
Al-Agsa Intifada.

This bulletin presents the available statistics on the socioeconomic
conditions of the youth based on the 1997 Population, Housing
and Establishment Census and other surveys conducted by
(PCBS). In addition, the bulletin reflects the reality of youth which
hosts a group of gaps in the area of health, education and
employment. It is expected that this bulletin will provide
researchers and policy makers with necessary information on the
reality of Palestinian youth to be invested in planning and problem
solving.

PCBS hopes that this bulletin finds its way in the process of
planning, policy making concerning youth sector in Palestine. The
continuous flow of information on the circumstances of the youth
is undoubtedly the most important pillar of studying them.

December, 2001

Hasan Abu-Libdeh,Ph.D
President
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Individuals aged (10-24) years are considered youth, this age group
includes: children aged (10-14) years, adolescents aged (15-19) years,
and adults aged (20-24) years. Moreover, the youth form an important

and distinguished social sector because of their strength and vitality,
and they are a power that cannot be ignored since they are the pillar of
the future. Furthermore, they are the most important wealth of the nation,
since they are considered as the talented changing element in the
society. It is well known that planning to meet the society requirements
of future skills and qualifications starts in youth stage.

Youth stage is considered as the transition period from childhood to
adulthood. It is a crucial stage in the lives of human beings, whereas
the physical and mental growth and a acquisition of capacity building
are achieved that enables individuals to carry out their future
responsibilities. So they represent a fertile material for research and
study in all sectors and levels of knowledge.

Studying the youth status in the Palestinian Territory is essential, since
they represent about one third of the population of the Palestinian
Territory (32% at the end of 2000). In addition, youths are the most
affected sector of the society by the current positive or negative
phenomenas in the society. Therefore, we have to fulfil their needs and
provide them with needed care to qualify them to bear the responsibilities
of future.

[13]






CONCEPTS & Definitions

Total Fertility Rate:

Sex of Ratio:

Usual Resident:

Marital Status:

The average number of children that would be
born alive to a woman (or group of women)
during her life time if she were to pass through
her child bearing years conforming to the age -
specific fertility rates of a given year.

The number of males per 100 females in a
population.

It refers to the name of the locality in which the
Person spends most of his time during the year
(lived there six months and above), irrespective of
whether it is the person’s same place of existence
during the Census, or the place in which the works
and performs related activities or the place in which
his original household is based or not.

The status of those 12 years old and over in
terms of marriage traditions and laws in the
country. It be one of the following:

Single: The status of those 12 years old and
over who did not actually marry according to the
existing norms and traditions.

Married: The status of those 12 years old and
over who is actually married according to the
existing norms regardless of whether he/she did
not marry again.

Widowed: The status of those 12 years old and
over who was married, but his/her marriage was

[15]



Participation in Labour Force:

Full Employment:

Under Employment:

Unemployment:

revoked because of the death of his/her part-
ner, and he/she did not marry again.

This group includes all the individuals who
belong to Labour age, and to whom the concept
of employment or unemployment is apply.

This group includes all the individuals to whom
the concept of employment applies; that is all
the individuals who belong to labour age (labor
force) and work. And it includes employers,
wage employees, the self employed, and unpaid
family members.

This group includes all the individuals to whom
the concept of employment applies and they
work in unusual ways by working less than the
usual number of hours for a particular reason.
And they want to increase their working hours
to meet the usual number (35 hours or more
per week) by one of the following two methods:
looking for additional work or establishing own
business. Also included those who want to
change their work due to economic reasons such
as: inadequate salaries or bad working
conditions.

It refers to all persons who did not work at all
during the reference period, who were not
engaged in a certain work (although they are
able to work) and were available for work and
actively seeking work during the reference
period. Those temporarily absent from work are
considered unemployed persons are normally
divided into two categories: Unemployed ever
worked and unemployed never worked.

[16]



Economic Activity:

Occupation:

Place of Work:

It refers to the type of the main activity initiated in
the establishment in which the employed person
carries out or the unemployed person used to
do. The main economic activity for persons
employed outside the context of establishment
is determined by the type of work they perform.

The job or type of work performed by the
employed person or used to be performed by the
unemployed ever worked person. The
occupation refers to the activity in which the
employee works more than half of his/her working
hours or the most frequent job during the last three
months prior to the enumeration night.

It refers to the working place of the employed
person and the last working place of the
unemployed ever worked person. Place of work
is classified as follows:

At Home: It applies if the employee works at
home. However, it does not apply to cases in which
a grocery with its own door (for instance) is close
to the housing unit. In this case, the place of work
is considered in the same governorate /district.

In the Same Governorate:It applies if the
employee works in one of the localities belonging
to the same governorate.

In Other Governorate: It applies if the employee
works in one of the localities belonging to a
different governorate.

In Israel: It applies if the employee works in the
Palestinian Territory occupied by Israel in 1948.

In Settlements: It applies if the employee works

[17]



Israeli Seige:

Educational Attendance:

Educational Attainments:

llliterate:

Can Read and Write:

in one of the Jewish settlements built on parts
of the Palestinian Territory occupied in 1967.

Abroad: It applies if the employee works in
another country outside the Palestinian Territory.

It refers to the measures that were taken by the
Israeli occupation authorities during the
reference period. As a result of that, they caused
the stoppage or total/partial hindering of the
movement of people and goods between the
Palestinian localities and governorates and
between the Palestinian Territory and the
outside world and Israel. Also the hindrances
the resulted from that total stoppage of the
movement on the land, sea and air.

Attendance means registering the person in any
formal educational stage irrespective of whether
it took the form of continuous attendance or
distant learning. Formal education stages
include the elementary stage, preparatory stage,
(both of which are referred to as the basic stage),
secondary stage, and higher education stage
(universities, colleges, vocational institutes, ...etc).

It refers to the highest successfully completed
educational attainment level. The educational
level for persons aged 10 years and over is
classified as follows:

It applies to persons unable to read or write in
any language and who were never awarded a
certificate from any formal education system.

It applies to those who can read and write without
completing any of the educational stages. Such

[18]



Qualification (The highest

Successfully Completed

Educational Attainment):

Drop-Out:

Ever Attending School Rates:

Health Insurance:

Chronic Disease:

persons are generally able to read and write
simple sentences.

It refers to the highest educational attainment
level (elementary and higher) the person
successfully completed; Elementary is the
educational level for person who successfully
completed the sixth elementary grade. Those
who successfully completed the ninth grade shall
be classified under the preparatory level.
Likewise, persons who successfully completed
the general secondary certificate examination
shall be classified under secondary level. As
for the rest of levels, they are as follows:
Associate Diploma, Bachelor Degree (BA,BS)
Higher Diploma, Master Degree (MA,MS),
Doctorate (Ph.D.):

It means leaving school before finishing one of
the educational stages, or leaving school in a
median point or at a point, which is not the end
of the study cycle.

Itis the number of individuals of a particular age
group who where given the chance of
educational attendance regardless of the
duration of attendance divided by the number
of all individuals of the same age groups.

Indemnity coverage against financial losses
associated with the occurrence or treatment of
health problem.

It a disease that afflicts a person and lasts for a
long time. Patients diasrosed by specialists with
chronic diseases such as, diabetes, blood
pressure, heart disease....etc, require regular

[19]



Types of Disability:

Seeing (Visual):

Hearing (Auditory):

Speaking:

Hearing and Speaking:

Moving:

and continuous unedication and health care.

A disabled is defined as a person suffering from
a clear and evident weakness in performing
certain activities due to continuous difficulties
emanating from a physical, mental or health
state that lasted for more than six months.
Disabilities resulting from a bone break or a
disease lasting for less than six months are not
considered disabilities that are classified as
follows:

It includes blind and one - eyed persons and
any persons suffering from clear sight weakness
even after using special devices, providing that
they do not suffer from any other disabilities.

It includes deaf persons suffering from clear
auditory problems even after using special
auditory devices, providing that they do not suffer
from any other disabilities.

It refers to any person suffering from clear
problems in speech. However, persons unable
to correctly vocalize some sounds are not
considered disabled, providing that they do not
suffer from any other disabilities.

It refers to a person suffering from hearing and
speaking disabilities and does not suffer from
any other disabilities.

It refers to the person suffering from evident
problems in walking, climbing stairs, bending,
bowing, kneeling, provided he/she does not
suffer from any other disabilities.

[20]



Grasping:

Mental:

Mental and Moving:

Multiple:

Others:

It refers to persons physically unable to use their
fingers in their daily life, providing they do not
suffer from any other disabilities.

It refers to mentally disabled persons who do
not suffer from any other disabilities.

It refers to the mentally and moving disabled
only, providing that they do not suffer from any
other disabilities.

It refers to the disabled suffering from many
disabilities other than (Hearing and Speaking)
and Mental and Moving). It applies also to
persons suffering from complete disabilities.

It refers to the disabled not suffering from any of
the aforementioned types.

[21]
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1. Population

1.1 Age and Sex Structure:

‘ One third of the Palestinian society are youths

The Palestinian Territory population is being distinguished as a young. The
majority of the population are below the age 24 years (66.0%). Gazan population
is more younger than the one in the West Bank. The youth represent one third of
the Palestinian population (32% by the end of year 2000). Youth males (10-24)
by the end of 2000 in the West Bank represent 32% of the total males, and
females represent 31.2%, while males and females in Gaza Strip represent 33.1%
and 32.4% respectively.

Table (1.1): Percentage Distribution of the Palestinian Population
by Age, Sex and Region (End of Year 2000)

West Bank Gaza Strip Palestinian Territory

Age Group

Males Females Males Females Males Females
0-4 17.8 17.5 19.8 19.5 18.5 18.3
5-9 14.9 14.8 16.8 16.7 15.6 15.4
10-14 12.4 12.3 13.8 13.5 12.9 12.7
15-19 10.5 10.1 10.7 10.4 10.6 10.2
20-24 9.1 8.8 8.6 8.5 8.9 8.7
25+ 3583 36.5 30.3 31.4 3315 34.7

Population| 1,040,141 1,017,004 588,734 578,625 1,628,875 & 1,595,629

Source Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory,
1997 - 2025. Ramallah - Palestine

Youth percentage is expected to be constant till the year 2025

Population projections show that the ratio of youth to the total population will be
constant ill the year 2025 despite the fact that fertility rate will decline. The estimated
population aged (10-24) according to the projections was 1,006,426 representing

[25]



32.0% in the year 2000; of which 635,197 in the West Bank and 371,229 in Gaza
Strip representing 31.6%, 32.6% of the total population aged (10-24) of the two
regions respectively. While the estimated population aged (10-24) according to
the projections will be 2,381,687 representing 32.2% in the year 2025; of which
1,364,824 in the West Bank and 1,016,863 in Gaza Strip representing 34.0%,
32.1% of the total population aged (10-24) of the two regions respectively.

Figure (1.1): Projected Youth in the Palestinian Territory by
Region and Selected Years

2400
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory,
1997 - 2025. Ramallah - Palestine.

Figure (1.2): Percentage of Projected Youth By Region and
Selected Years
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Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory, 1997
- 2025. Ramallah - Palestine.
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1.2 Marital Status:

Data shows that married youth males percentage is lower than percentage of

married youth females.

Table (1.2): Percentage Distribution of Persons (12 years and over)
by Age, Marital Status and Sex in the Palestinian Territory - 2000
Marital Status and Sex
Males |Females| Males |Females| Males |Females| Males |Females|Males|Females
Less
than 15| 100 99.8 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 |100 100
15-19| 99.2 81.6 0.7 18.4 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 (100 100
20-24| 78.7 39.9 211 58.6 0.2 1.5 0.0 0.0 (100 100
25-29| 33.8 19.6 65.6 785 0.6 1.7 0.0 0.2 (100 100
30-34| 95 128 90.1 84.4 0.4 1.8 0.0 1.0 |100 100
85 2.0 8.2 959 70.6 0.2 2.3 1.9 18.9 (100 100
Not 0.0 0.0 515 40.0 0.0 0.0 48.5 60.0 (100 100
Stated
Total | 471 37.8 52.0 541 0.2 1.4 0.7 6.7 |100 100

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey - 2000: Main
Findings.Ramallah- Palestine.

Early marriage in the Palestinian Territory is prevailing more among females.
The percentage of married females aged (15-19) was 18.4% compared with
0.7% for males, while for the age group (20-24) was 58.6% for females against
21.1% for males.
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Table (1.3): Marriages Registered in Shariah Courts and Churches
by Age of Groom and Bride in the Palestinian Territory - 2000

Age of Bride

14 | 15-19 | 20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35+
14 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
15-19 | 172 1,955 188 12 4 1 0

20-24 | 378 6,963 2,368 223 20 9 0 9,961 417

25-29 117 3,566 2,728 690 68 21 0 7,190  30.1

30-34 13 554 960 496 155 29 0 2,207 9.2

0

0

0

1 0.0
2,332 9.8

35+ 2 125 395 570 510 596 2,198 9.2

Not Stated| O 0 1 0 0 0 1 0.0

Total 23,890 100
Percent | 2.9  55.1 27.8 8.3 32 27 0 100

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Marriage and Divorce in Palestinian
Territory - 2000. Ramallah - Palestine.

The percentage of legally married females of the age groups (14-17) and (18-
24) in the Palestinian Territory in the year 2000 was 36.0% and 49.8%
respectively out of legally married females. While it was for the legally married
males for the same age groups 2.2% and 49.3% respectively out of legally
married males.

- High percentage of divorces among youth females

The percentage of divorce cases among individuals of the age group (14-
17) in the Palestinian Territory reached 14.0% for females of the total
cases, and 0.8% among males during the year 2000, while it was among
females of the age group (18-24) years 44.0% and 26.8% among males
for the same year.

The high percentage of divorce among females in comparison with males may
be due to higher percentage of early marriages among females.
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Table (1.4): Divorces Registered in Shariah Courts by Age of
Divorces and Divorcee in the Palestinian Territory - 2000

14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
15-19 3 112 17 4 0 0 0 136 3.8
20-24 4 522 257 50 8 0 1 842  23.7
25-29 4 320 440 189 34 7 1 995  28.1
30-34 0 72 196 185 93 30 2 578 16.3

35+ 1 17 93 165 220 497 0 993 28.0
Not Stated| 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0.1
Total 6 3,546 100
Percent | 0.3 294 283 167 10.0 15.1 0.2 100

Age of Divorces

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Marriage and Divorce in Palestinian
Territory - 2000. Ramallah - Palestine.

1.3 Fertility:

Fertility rate is still high in the Palestinian Territory

Despite of the declining fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory is considered to
be high as compared with the current rates in other societies. The high fertility
rates may be due to the early marriage of females, the desire of having male
children, in addition to the prevailing habits and traditions in the Palestinian society.
The total fertility rate of 1999 in the Palestinian Territory reached 5.9. Despite
the fact that trends shows a decline since the past decade.
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Table (1.5): Age Specific Fertility and Total Fertility Rate by
Region - 1999
Age G
A West Bank Gaza Strip Palestinian Territory

15-19 79 72 77
20-24 285 365 311
25-29 290 319 300
30-34 244 321 268
35-39 158 192 169
40-44 41 93 75
45-49 7 0 4
5.52 6.81 5.93

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Health Survey - 2000: Main Findings.
Ramallah - Palestine.

Age group (20-24) is the highest contributing in total fertility rate

Table (1.5) shows that the age group (20-24) is the highest contributing age
group in the total fertility rate, since it shares approximately 26.2% out of the
total fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory; 25.8% in the West Bank and 27.0%
in Gaza Strip. While females of the age group (15-19) contribute to about 6.5%
out of the total fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory; 7.2% in West Bank and
5.3% in Gaza Strip.
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2. Labour

This chapter aims at identifying the status of youth with regard to the Palestinian Labour
market, labour data for youth aged (10-24) will be presented by the age groups (10-
14), (15-19) and (20-24), and compared with the population (10 years and over).

2.1 Participation of Youth in Labour Force:

[ Participation of women in production process is low

The results of the Labour Force Survey showed that the percentage of youth
participation in Labour Force in the Palestinian Territory in the year 2000 of the age
group (10-14) reached 3.1% for males (out of total males in this group) and 0.4% for
females (out of total females in this group). The results indicated that the percentage
of males participation of the age group (15-19) reached 34.8% and 2.2% for females,
while it was for males aged (20-24) years 73.7% and 13.6% for females. The
participation in labour force at the level of the Palestinian Territory (10 years and
over) reached 57.0% for males and 10.4% for females as the following figure shows.

Figure (2.1): Percentage of Youth Participation in Labour Force
in the Palestinian Territory by Age and Sex - 2000

100
90 | Ml Males
80 73.7
q’ -
o 70 57.0
S 607 52.1
c
8 50
S 407 34.8
Q- 307
20
101 341
0'__ T T T T T
10-14 15-19 20-24 15-24 10 years and above
Age Groups

Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Labour Force Survey Data Base - Annual
Data - 2000: Main Findings. Ramallah - Palestine.
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Percentage of youth participation in labour force is higher in theWes

Bank than in Gaza Strip particularly among youth aged (20- 24) year

Data shows that percentage of participation in labour force is higher in the West
Bank 48.2% among youth aged (20- 24) compared to 39.2% in Gaza Strip,
percentage of participation was 2.3% for those aged (10 - 14) years in the West
Bank compared to 1.0% in Gaza Strip.

Percentage of participation in labour force for those aged (10 year and over) was
36.0% in the West Bank and 29.7% in Gaza Strip.

Figure (2.2): Percentage of Youth Participation in Labour Force
in the Palestinian Territory by Age and Region - 2000
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Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Labour Force Survey Data Base - Annual
Data - 2000: Main Findings. Ramallah - Palestine.
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- Two out of ten youths in labour force are unemployed

The results of the Labour Force Survey of 2000 showed that two out of ten
youths in labour force in the age groups (15-19) and (20-24) years are
unemployed, and unemployment rate reached 21.2% and 19.3% respectively.
While unemployment rate for youth aged (10-14) years in labour force reached
6.5% and unemployment rate at the level of the Palestinian Territory (10 years
and over) reached 14.0%.

- Three out of four youths aged (15-24) years in labour force are full -employe

On the other hand, three out of four youths in labour force aged (15-19) and (20-
24) years are full employed (35 hours and more per week) and the percentage
reached 73.6% and 75.9% respectively

- 90% of youths aged (10-14) years in labour force are full-employed

There are nine out of ten youths in labour force aged (10-14) years are full employed
90.5% compared to 81.0% at the level of Palestinian Territory (10 years and over).

less than usual working hours

I One out of twenty youths aged (15-24) years in labour force are worki

As for those working less than usual (individuals who work less than 35 hours a week,
or desire to increase their work hours and those desire to change their work), there is
one out of twenty youths in labour force of those aged (15-19) and (20-24) years who
work less than usual where the percentage reached 5.2% and 4.8% respectively,
while the percentage was less for those aged (10-14) years, it reached 3.0%. Whereas
it was 5.0% at the level of the Palestinian Territory (10 years and over).

The results showed a similarity of characteristics of the two age groups (15-19)
and (20-24) years with respect to labour status.
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Figure (2.3): Distribution of Labour Force (Youth Group) by
Relation to Labour Status - 2000
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Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Labour Force Survey Data Base - Annual
Data-2000: Main Findings. Ramallah - Palestine.

2.2 Employed Youth by Economic Activity:

Participation percentage of employed youth was the highest in servict

sector, while the lowest was registered in transport, storage and
communications sectors

Concerning the distribution of the employed youth according to economic activity
in the year 2000, the results showed that one out of four employed youths of the
age group (20-24) years, works in the services sector 26.0%, and 10.0% among
those aged (15-19) years, compared with 29.6% at the national level (Population
aged 10 years and over). There is one out of four employed youths aged (15-
19) and (20-24) years working in the construction sector (24.5% and 24.0%
respectively), while 22.6% and 18.3% working in mining and quarrying in the
same age groups respectively.
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About half of the employed youth aged (10-14) years work i

agriculture, hunting, forestry, and fishing

Data showed that 47.6% of population aged (10-14) years are working in
agriculture, hunting forestry and fishing, 23.5% are working in trade, restaurants
and hotels sectors.

Table (2.1): Percentage Distribution of the Employed Youth in the
Palestinian Territory by Economic Activity and Age - 2000
A qge
ono 10-14 | 1519 | 20-24 | 15-24 |10vears
and over
Agriculture, Hunting, 47.6 19.3 10.1 13.2 14.0
Forestry and Fishing
Mining, Quarrying and 15.4 22.6 18.3 19.8 14.3
Manufacturing
Construction 7.5 24.5 24.0 24.2 19.6
Commerce, Hotels 23.5 21.9 17.4 18.9 17.5
and Restaurants
Transportation, 3.1 1.4 4.2 3.8 4.9
Storage, and
Communication
Services and other 2.9 10.3 26.0 20.6 29.6
Branches
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Labour Force Survey Data Base-Annual

Data 2000. Ramallah - Palestine 2.3 Employed Youth by Occupation:
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2.3 Employed Youth by Economié:

Participation percentage of employed youth was the highest in Crafts

while the lowest was registered for employed as legislators a
managers

The results of labour force survey - 2000 showed that one out of four
employed youths aged (20-24) years worked in crafts at 26.3%. While 37.1%
of youths aged (15-19) years worked in elementary occupations, the results
also showed that 43.5% of the employed youth aged (10-14) years work in
agriculture and hunting as skilled workers, and one out of five works in
elementary occupations at 23.1%.

(1) Occupations are classified as follows:

Legislators, Senior Officials and Managers include: The governments managers traditional chairmen, heads
of villages councils, the managers of humanitarian organizations, general directors and productions directors.
Professionals, Technicians, and Assistants: Including the professionals in science, mathematics, engineering,
biology, health, education and law.

Service, Shop and Market Workers: Including the employed in guarding houses, restaurants services and
sales workers.

Skilled Agricultural and Fishery Workers: including farmers, animals breeders, crops producers, fishing
and forests workers.

Craft and Related Trade Workers: Including the workers in mining, construction, plants, blacksmiths and
painting and workers in micro equipment, handicrafts and printing.

Plant and Machine Operators and Assemblers: Including machine operators, assemblers, drivers, train
operators and shipmen.

Elementary Occupations: Including wandering food sellers, cobblers, workers in houses, cleaners, dye-
houses workers and couriers, porters, guards, garbage collectors, farming and hunting workers, mining,
constructions, industry and transport workers.
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Table (2.2): Percentage Distribution of the Employed Youth in the
Palestinian Territory by Occupation and Age - 2000

Occupation 10 years

10-14| 15-19 and over

Legislators, and Managers - - 0.4 0.3 2.9

Technicians, Associates 1.6 21 14.0 9.9 19.7
Professionals and Clerks

Services, Shop and Services 12.2 15.2 18.9 17.6 14.5
and Sales Workers

Skilled Agricultural and Fishery | 435 14.9 7.6 101 117
Workers

Crafts and Related Workers 18.6 26.3 26.3 26.3 21.9

Plant and Machine Operators 1.0 4.4 7% 6.3 8.1
and Assemblers

Elementary Occupations 231 37.1 25.4 29.5 21.2

Total 100 100 100 100 100

(-): Means there is no sufficient observations in this section
Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Labour Force Survey Data Base - Annual

Data 2000. Ramallah - Palestine
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2.4 Employed Youth by Place of Work:

One out of five youths aged (15-24) years works in Israel and the Israg

Settlements

The results of the Labour Force Survey showed that one out of five workers
aged (15-19) and (20-24) years work in Israel or Israeli Settlements while it was
3.8% for those aged (10-14) years, compared with 19.5% at the national level for
those 10 years and over.

Table (2.3): Percentage Distribution of Employed Youth in the
Palestinian Territory by Place of Work and Age - 2000

Place of Work

15.04 | 10 years

20-24

10-14 15-19

and over
West Bank 75.8 56.6 54.4 55.2 56.2
Gaza Strip 20.4 21.8 23.4 229 243
Israel and Settlements| 3.8 21.6 22.2 22.0 19.5
Total 100 100 100 100 100

Sources:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Labour Force Survey Data Base - Annual
Data 2000. Ramallah - Palestine
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2.5 Impact of the Israeli Closure on Youth in
Labour Market:

The results of labour force survey showed that the youth aged (10-24) years
who are unemployed whether they did not work and seeking for work increased
from 13.4% during the third quarter of 2000, to reached 38.8% in the fourth
quarter of 2000. On the other hand the results showed that the youth aged (10-
24) years who are unemployed whether they did not work even they seeking for
work or do not seeking increased from 38.8% during the third quarter of 2000 to
reached 53.2% in the fourth quarter of 2000

Table (2.4): Unemployment Rate in the Palestinian Territory
(10-24) Years by Region - 2000

ILO Definition®@ Relaxed Definition®

Quarter 2000| Quarter 2000 |Quarter 2000| Quarter 2000

West Bank 47.6
Gaza Strip 211 38.4 459 64.3
13.4 28.4 38.8 53.2

Sources:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Labour Force Survey Data Base - third

and fourth quarter - 2000. Ramallah - Palestine

(2)ILO: International Labour Organization

(3)The Relaxed Definition of UnemploymenThe Number of Unemployed Persons was calculated under
the definition by adding to unemployed persons according to ILO Standards, those persons outside labour
force because they were discouraged
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2.6 Educational Attendance and Labour Market

Youth were classified into two age groups (10-17) years; school age and (18-24)
years for studying educational attendance and labour market. Results of labour
force survey - 2000, shows that percentage of youth participation in labour force
for the age group (10 - 17) years was 5.5% compared to 40.0% for youth aged
(18 - 24) years.

Unemployment among youth aged (10 - 17) year is lower than amo

those aged (18 - 24) years

Data shows that 17.7% of youth aged (10-17) years are unemployed compared
to 19.8% for those aged (18 - 24) years. On the other hand data shows that
percentage of employed youth aged (10-17) years was 82.3% compared to 80.2%
for those aged (18 -24) years.

Participation in labour force was higher in the West Bank than Gaza

Strip for both age groups (10 - 17) years and (18 -24) years.

Participation in labour force for both age group was higher in the West Bank than
Gaza Strip, which was 6.5% for the age group (10 -17) year in the West Bank
compared to 3.8% in Gaza Strip, while it was 43.0% and 34.6% for those aged
(18 - 24) years in the West Bank and Gaza Strip respectively.

Unemployment rate was higher in Gaza Strip than in the West Bank for both age
groups (10-17) years and (18-24) years, unemployment rate was 24.8% and
27.6% in Gaza Strip for both ages respectively compared to 15.1% and 16.5% in
the West Bank respectively.

92.8% of youth aged (10-17) year were outside labour force beca
of study, while it was 47.2% because of house keeping work for tho

aged (18-24) years
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Data shows that percentage of youth aged (10-17) years outside labour force
was 94.5% compared to 60.0% for those aged (18-24) years.

Data shows that reasons of being outside labour force for youth aged (10-17)
year were 0.1% because of iliness, 3.9% because of house keeping work, 92.8%
because of study and 3.2% for other reasons. While reasons for those aged
(18-24) years were 0.2% because of illness, 47.2% because of house keeping
work, 41.6% because of study and 11.0% for other reasons.
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3. Education

3.1 School Enrollment:

The highest rates of school enrollment were of the age group (10-
years, and the lowest rates were of the age group (23-24) years, w

the rates of school enrollment in Gaza Strip were higher than those ¢
the West Bank

The results of the Health Survey-2000 showed that school enroliment rates of youth
aged (10-24) years in the Palestinian Territory of the males reached 64.2% out of total
males of this group, and 63.6% of the females of the same age group. While it reached
among males and females (6 years and over) at the level of the Palestinian Territory
42.3% and 40.6% respectively, comparing school enroliment rates of the different age
groups of the youth, the highest was for the age group (10-11) years 98.8% followed by
96.0% for (12-14) year. The rate decreased to reach 74.0% in the group (15-17) years
and 31.1% for the age group (18-22) years and 9.0% for the age group (23-24) years.
The results also indicate that school enroliment rates in Gaza Strip are higher than those
of the West Bank it reached 62.1% in the West Bank and 67.0% in Gaza Strip.

Table (3.1): School Enroliment for the Palestinian Population
Aged (10-24) Years by Age, Sex and Region - 2000

West Bank Gaza Strip Palestinian Territory

10-11 98.3 993 98.8 99.0 987 98.8 | 985 99.1 98.8
12-14 | 949 97.0 95.9 955 96.7 96.0 | 95.1 96.9 96.0
15-17 | 68.1 77.0 72.4 76.6 76.7 76.6 712 76.9 74.0
18-22 | 29.7 291 294 418 26.9 34.3 340 283 31.1
23-24 106 4.3 7.6 156 7.3 11.9 123 52 9.0

61.2 63.0 62.1 69.3 64.6 67.0 64.2 63.6 63.9
Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey -2000 Data Base.

Ramallah-Palestine.
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Figure (3.1): School Enroliment Rates for the Palestinian
Population Aged (10-24) Years by Sex and Region - 2000
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey-2000. Data Base.
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3.2 Education Attendance:

Females did not have equal opportunities of education and training
in comparison with males of the age group (10-24) years, and t

education attendance in the West Bank was better than in Gaza Stri

Data showed that females aged (10-24) years did not have equal opportunities of
education and training in comparison with males of the same age group. The
percentage of females never attended education till the year 2000 reached 0.9% out
of total females aged (10-24) years compared with 0.7% for males, and the percentage
of the individuals aged (6 years and over) who have never attended education in the
Palestinian Territory reached 7.8%; 4.2% for males and 11.4% for females. No
significant difference of attending education among the different age groups of youth.
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Data showed that education attendance rate of youth in the West Bank was
higher than the rate in Gaza Strip.

Females education attendance opportunities is increasing in the last few years,
as a result of awareness of households of the importance of females education
in addition to the increase of education services of females.

Table (3.2): Education Attendance for the Palestinian Population
Aged (10-24) Years by Age, Sex, and Region - 2000

s e Ba aza D Pale 3 e O
ana Age Attended Aﬁgxgg J Attended A:gxg; g Attended A:gxg; g

Males

10-14 996 0.4 98.7 1.3 99.3 0.7

15-19 994 06 99.7 0.3 99.5 0.5

20-24 994 06 98.7 1.3 99.2 0.8
_ 995 0.5 99.0 1.0 99.3 0.7

Females

10-14 995 05 99.5 0.5 99.5 0.5

15-19 99.0 1.0 98.9 1.1 99.0 1.0

20-24 992 08 98.1 1.9 98.8 1.2
_ 992 038 98.9 1.1 99.1 0.9

Both Sexes

10-14 995 05 99.1 0.9 99.4 0.6

15-19 992 08 99.3 0.7 99.3 0.7

20-24 993 07 98.4 1.6 99.0 1.0
_ 99.4 0.6 99.0 1.0 99.2 0.8

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey -2000 Data Base.

Ramallah Palestine.
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3.3 Drop- out Rates:

Drop- out rates increased for youth aged (20-24) years and total drof

out rate in Gaza Strip is lower than of the West Bank

The results of Health Survey - 2000 showed that the total drop- out rate of males
(10-24) years in the Palestinian Territory was 23.0% out of total males of the
same age and 21.9% for females of the same age. The total drop- out rate in
Gaza Strip is lower than of the West Bank 18.6% and 24.7% respectively. The
percentage of total drop- out of different educational institutions for the Palestinians
reached 27.3%, (28.1% for males and 26.5% for females).

Total drop- out rates showed that there is a significant difference among different
age groups, 2.0% for the age group (10-14) years, 25.9% for (15-19) years and
48.1% for (20-24) years.

Table (3.3): Drop - out Rates for the Palestinian Population Aged
(10-24) Years by Age, Sex and Region - 2000

West Bank Gaza Strip Palestinian Territory

10-14 | 3.0 1.4 2.2 1.6 1.8 1.7 2.5 1.5 2.0
15-19 | 30.1 259 281 [222 219 220 | 272 244 259
20-24 | 521 514 51.8 | 39.3 433 413 | 47.7 485 48.1

258 235 247 | 181 19.2 18.6 | 23.0 219 225
Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey-2000 Data Base.

Ramallah-Palestine.
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Figure (3.2): Drop-out Rates for the Palestinian Population Aged
(10-24) Years by Sex and Region - 2000
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey-2000 Data Base.
Ramallah- Palestine.

3.4 Literacy:

The highest illiteracy rate is among the youth aged (20-24) yea

compared with other youth age groups, and illiteracy rate of male;
and females in Gaza Strip is higher than that in the West Bank

The results of the Health Survey - 2000 showed that illiteracy rate among
individuals aged (10-24) years in the Palestinian Territory was 1.4%, this rate
varies among males and females it reached 1.7% for males and 1.1% for females.
On the other hand, it reached 8.9% for individuals aged (10 years and over) of
the Palestinian Territory (4.7% for males and 13.2% for females).

The results showed a discrepancy in illiteracy rates of individuals aged (10-24)
years between the West Bank and Gaza Strip, where illiteracy rate among males
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and females in Gaza Strip is higher than that of the West Bank. llliteracy rates of
the youth aged (10-14) years is 0.8%, the rates of the age groups (15-19) years
and (20-24) years was 1.6% and 1.9% respectively.

3.5 Educational Attainment:

There are no discrepancies among males and females in educatio

attainment of youth.

The results of the Health Survey-2000 showed that the percentage of individuals
aged (10-24) years who completed the associate diploma and over reached
2.5%, while it was 8.6% for all individuals of the society. The percentage of
individuals in the same age group who did not complete any educational stage
reached 26.1%, while it reached 27.3% for individuals aged (10 years and over)
at the level of the Palestinian Territory.

These results showed that there is no significant difference among males and
females for educational attainment of youth group, since the percentage of males
and females who completed the associate diploma and over reached 2.4% and
2.8% respectively. As for those who did not complete any educational stage,
the percentage for males reached 26.3% and 26.0% for females.

Declining of the gap among males and females is due to many factors like: the
parents perception of confining education of both males and females, decline of
discontinuity of females education that resulted of early marriages, or the increase
of the parents concern sending daughters to high co-education institutions.
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Table (3.4): Percentage Distribution of Palestinian Population
Aged (10-24) Years by Age, Educational Attainment and Sex in
the Palestinian Territory - 2000

Males

llliterate 0.9 21 2.3 1.7

Can Read and Write 54.4 4.6 5.2 24.6
Elementary 443 26.5 18.0 31.2
Preparatory 0.4 57.9 36.6 29.1
Secondary . 8.9 29.4 11.0
Associate Diploma . 0 3.8 11

Bachelor and over . . 4.7 1.3

Females

llliterate 0.8 1.1 1.4 1.1

Can Read and Write 554 3.0 6.3 24.9
Elementary 43.4 247 19.5 30.6
Preparatory 0.4 58.4 33.9 28.4
Secondary . 12.8 291 12.2
Associate Diploma . 0 4.9 1.4
Bachelor and over . : 4.9 1.4
Both Sexes

Illiterate 0.8 1.6 1.9 1.4
Can Read and Write 55.0 3.8 5.8 24.7
Elementary 43.8 25.6 18.7 31.0
Preparatory 0.4 58.2 35.2 28.8
Secondary . 10.8 29.2 11.6
Associate Diploma . 0 4.4 1.2

Bachelor and over . . 4.8 1.3

(.): Not Applicable
(0): Percentage of observations are less than (0.05%).
Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey-2000 Data Base. Ramallah-

Palestine.
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Table (3.5): Percentage Distribution of Palestinian Population
Aged (10-24) Years by Age, Educational Attainment and Sex in
the West Bank - 2000

Educational Attainment
and Sex

Males

llliterate 0.6 1.6 1.5 1.2

Can Read and Write 53.9 3.7 5.2 23.6
Elementary 45.0 28.6 19.6 32.5
Preparatory 0.5 58.1 38.8 30.2
Secondary . 8.0 26.7 10.2
Associate Diploma . 0 3.9 1.1

Bachelor and over . . 4.3 1.2

Females

llliterate 0.7 0.9 1.1 0.9

Can Read and Write 56.0 2.8 6.6 24.6
Elementary 42.9 26.2 20.8 31.3
Preparatory 0.4 59.2 36.7 29.8
Secondary . 10.9 23.9 10.3
Associate Diploma . 0 5.9 1.7

Bachelor and over . . 5.0 1.4
Both Sexes

llliterate 0.6 1.3 1.3 1.0

Can Read and Write 54.9 3.2 5.9 241
Elementary 44.0 27.5 20.2 31.9
Preparatory 0.5 58.6 37.6 30.0
Secondary . 9.4 254 10.3
Associate Diploma . 0 4.9 14
Bachelor and over . . 7.4 1.3

(.): Not Applicable

(0): Percentage of observations are less than (0.05%).
Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey-2000 Data Base. Ramallah-
Palestine.
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Table (3.6): Percentage Distribution of Palestinian Population
Aged (10-24) Years by Age, Educational Attainment and Sex in
Gaza Strip - 2000

Ade

dllQ e
Males
llliterate 1.4 2.9 3.8 25
Can Read and Write 55.2 6.2 58 26.3
Elementary 43.1 22.9 14.8 29.2
Preparatory 0.3 57.4 32.6 27.2
Secondary . 10.6 34.3 12.4
Associate Diploma . 0.1 3.7 1.0
Bachelor and over . . 5.5 1.4
Females
llliterate 0.9 1.4 2.0 1.4
Can Read and Write 54.7 3.3 5.7 25.3
Elementary 44 1 221 17.1 29.9
Preparatory 0.3 57.0 28.7 25.9
Secondary . 16.1 38.7 15.3
Associate Diploma . 0.1 3.2 0.9
Bachelor and over . . 4.6 1.3
Both Sexes
llliterate 1.1 2.2 2.9 1.9
Can Read and Write 55.0 4.7 5.5 25.8
Elementary 43.6 22.5 15.9 29.7
Preparatory 0.3 57.2 30.7 26.6
Secondary . 13.3 36.5 13.8
Associate Diploma . 0.1 815 0.9
Bachelor and over . . 0.5 1.3

() : Not Applicable
Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey-2000 Data Base. Ramallah-
Palestine.

[55]



Figure (3.3): Percentage Distribution of Palestinian Population
Aged (10-24) Years by Educational Attainment and Sex in the
Palestinian Territory - 2000

10 -
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g 20 -
[ 15 A 11.0 12.2
o
e
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o

llliterate  Can Read Elementary Preparatory Secondary Associate Bachelor
and Write Diploma and above

Educational Attainment

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey -2000 Data Base.
Ramallah- Palestine.
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4. Culture

4.1 Individuals Practice of Cultural Activities:

L One third of the youth participate in Sports

The results based on the Time Use Survey conducted by the Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics during May, 1999 - May, 2000 showed that 13.8% of individuals
aged (10-24) years practiced writing, 5.4% playing musical instrument, 14.8%
participated in societies or clubs’ activities, 33.5% played sports, 6.7% dancing with
musical bands, 19.6% attended public symposiums and public lectures, 4.3% sang in
bands, and 24.7% practiced drawing as amateur. While the percentages of individuals
(aged 10 years and over) in the Palestinian Territory reached as follows: 9.0% practiced
writing, 3.3% playing musical instrument, 11.8% participated in activities of societies
or clubs’, 19.3% played sports, 3.5% dancing with musical bands, 20.0% attended
public symposiums and lectures, 2.3% sang in bands, and 13.5% participated drawing.

4.2 Membership in Cultural Institutions:

- One out of thirteen youths is a member of sport clubs

The results showed that 7.5% of the individuals aged (10-24) years are members
of sport clubs, 3.0% are members of cultural clubs, and 5.8% are members of
public libraries. Forindividuals (aged 10 years and over) the results showed that
6.0% of them were members of sport clubs, 3.0% were members of cultural
clubs, and 3.6% were members of public libraries.

The results showed that there is a wide gap in percentages of membership in cultural
institutions among males and females, females membership in cultural institutions is
much lower than males. Itis noticed that there is a slight difference in the membership
of males in cultural institutions in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. In general, the drop
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in the percentages of the youth participation in cultural institutions is due to unavailability,
or effectiveness of these institutions, particularly in rural areas, institutions are useless.

Table (4.1): Percentage of Participation in Recreational and
Leisure Activities for Persons Aged (10-24) Years by Type of
Activity, Region and Sex, 1999 - 2000

Recreational and Leisure Time Activities and Sex B EIEEE 1 B EEN R D ES

West Bank

Writing 111 16.2 13.6
Playing a Musical Instrument 6.0 3.4 4.7

Societies or Clubs Activities 15.8 7.4 11.6
Playing Sport 37.6 13.3 25.5
Dancing and Music at Band 6.8 9.4 8.1

Attending Symposiums and Public Lectures 13.2 14.3 13.8
Singing in Bands 3.8 7.0 5.2

Drawing 18.2 20.5 19.3
Gaza Strip

Writing 10.5 17.9 14.3
Playing a Musical Instrument 7.7 5.4 6.6
Societies or Clubs Activities 32.0 9.2 204
Playing Sport 64.3 31.4 47.5
Dancing and Music at Band 4.6 3.9 4.3

Attending Symposiums and Public Lectures 36.4 23.5 29.9
Singing in Bands 2.6 3.2 29

Drawing 34.4 33.6 34.0
Palestinian Territory

Writing 10.9 16.8 13.8
Playing a Musical Instrument 6.6 4.1 5.4

Societies or Clubs Activities 21.6 8.0 14.8
Playing Sport 47.2 20.0 33.5
Dancing and Music at Band 6.0 7.4 6.7

Attending Symposiums and Public Lectures 21.5 17.8 19.6
Singing in Bands 3.1 5.6 4.3

Drawing 24 1 25.3 24.7

Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Time Use Survey 1999-2000 Data Base.
Ramallah-Palestine. (Unpublished Data)
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Table (4.2): Percentage of Persons Aged (10-24) Years Who are
Members in Cultural Institutions by Sex, Type of Cultural
Institutions and Region, 1999 - 2000

3 ons and Regio Males | Females |Both Sexes

West Bank

Sport Clubs 14.8 0.8 7.9
Cultural Clubs 3.2 1.6 24
Public Libraries 6.9 5.9 6.4
Gaza Strip

Sport Clubs 12.6 1.1 6.7
Cultural Clubs 6.5 1.6 4.0
Public Libraries 6.0 3.7 4.8
Palestinian Territory

Sport Clubs 14.0 0.9 7.5
Cultural Clubs 4.4 1.6 3.0
Public Libraries 6.6 5.1 5.8

Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Time Use Survey 1999-2000 Data Base.
Ramallah-Palestine. (Unpublished Data)
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5.Health

5.1 Health Insurance:

Coverage of health insurance is still low, two youths out of five are ng

covered by health insurance

Table (5.1) shows the distribution of individuals aged (10- 24) years by type of
health insurance. The coverage of individuals by health insurance is still low,
where two out of five individuals in general, 39.6% in the Palestinian Territory are
not insured. Whereas the percentage of those not covered by health insurance
increases among the youth, 41.4%. It is noticed that the percentage of those
who are not covered by health insurance increases noticeably among youths to
reach its maximum for the age group (20-24) years, 49.4%. It is also noticed that
there is no significance discrepancy among males and females.

Regarding type of health insurance, the most common type is the governmental

one, followed by insurance of UNRWA. It is noticed that there is low participation
of social security system in the health insurance system.
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Table (5.1): Percentage Distribution of Persons Aged (10-24) Years
by Type of Health Insurance and Background Characteristics - 2000
) e of Hea ance
Dd dro C
Age Group
10-14 33.2 1.9 14.7 4.5 10.4 BH8S
15-19 27.5 2.2 14.4 3.7 11.0 41.2
20-24 16.6 4.6 16.4 24 10.6 49.4
Sex
Males 26.3 24 15.1 3.6 10.7 41.9
Females 27.3 3.1 15.0 3.7 10.6 40.3
Total 26.8 2.7 15.1 3.6 10.7 41.1
Total (all Persons) 27.9 34 14.8 3.3 11.0 39.6

Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey -2000 Data Base. Ramallah
- Palestine.

5.2 Smoking:

The highest percentage of smokers is in the age group (20-24) yes
where there is one individual out of four who smoke in this group

and the percentage in the West Bank is higher than that in Gaza Stri
for the same age group

Smoking is considered as one of the most serious habits that affects health,
therefore it acquires attention of the whole society with respect of the
warning of its serious and harmful effects on smokers and others
particularly in public places.
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Table (5.2) shows the distribution of individuals aged (12-24) years by practice of
smoking. Data indicates that one out of five of total individuals in the Palestinian
Territory smokes, in comparison with approximately 13 youths out of 100 practice
smoking. The highest percentage of smokers are in the age group (20-24) years,
where there is one out of four, 25.5% practices smoking; 27.9% in the West Bank
and 21.2% in Gaza Strip, and it is not more than one out of ten individuals in the
age group (15-19) years who practices smoking in the Palestinian Territory. Smoking
is more widespread among males than females at 23.6% and 1.4% respectively.

Table (5.2): Percentage of Persons Aged (12-24) Years Who
Smoke by Region and Background Characteristics - 2000
Background aracte

Age Group
12-14 1.9 0.8 1.5
15-19 12.3 54 9.8
20-24 27.9 21.2 25.5
Sex
Males 27.3 17.1 23.6
Females 1.7 0.9 1.4
Total 14.8 9.1 12.7
Total (12 years and over) 23.9 18.6 221

Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey -2000 Data Base. Ramallah
- Palestine.

5.3 Chronic Diseases:

It is noticed that the affliction of chronic diseases such as (high bloo
pressure, diabetes, and heart diseases) and receiving medicatio

about to be non existent among youth in comparison with the tots
population
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Table (5.3) shows the percentage of individuals aged (10-24) years who
stated that they had chronic diseases and receives medication. The
percentage of those afflicted by chronic diseases and received medication
is 7.5% out of total population in general in the Palestinian Territory in
comparison with 0.8% of youth.

It is noticed that the affliction of chronic diseases (High blood pressure, diabetes
and heart diseases) and receiving medication for them is to some extent non
existent among youth in comparison with the total population, where the three
mentioned diseases are considered to be the most common among individuals
of the society in general. Data indicated that the percentage of those who stated
that they have chronic diseases and received medication among youth males
reached 1.2% and 0.5% among females. It is also noticed that the percentage of
those stated affliction of Asthma and received medication is of the highest
percentages among youth especially in the age group (10-14) years in the
Palestinian Territory, since it reached 0.4% in comparison with other age groups.

Table (5.3): Percentage of Persons Aged (10-24) Who Indicated
Having Chronic Disease and Receiving Medication by Disease
and Background Characteristics - 2000

Background Diabetes
Characteristics
Age Group
10-14 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.2 99.2
15-19 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 04 99.0
20-24 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 99.3
Sex
Males 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 04 0.3 98.9
Females 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2 99.5
Total 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.2 99.2
Total (all Persons)| 2.0 2.0 1.2 0.1 0.8 0.7 0.3 94.0

Source:Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey -2000 Data Base. Ramallah
- Palestine.
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5.4 Disability:

I The most common disability among youth is moving followed b

mental disability.

Figure (5.1) shows the prevalence of disability by type among youth in the
Palestinian Territory. The results showed that moving disability is the most common
one among the Palestinian disabled youth 24.1% compared with 30.2% among
total disabled in general of the Palestinian Territory, followed by mental disability
among youth 20.1%. The percentage of the youth who have hearing and
speaking, mental and moving disabilities increase to reach 8.8% and 6.6%
respectively among the disabled youth in comparison with the total population in
the Palestinian Territory at 6.4% and 4.6% respectively.

Figure (5.1): Percentage of Disabled Palestinian Population Aged
(10-24) Years by Type of Disability - 1997

30 -
241
20.1
20 -
(]
()]
=
c 10.0
D 110 - 7.8 8.1 8.8
‘3’ 6.6 7.0
o 3.4 4.1
Grasping Hearing Mental Others Speaking Multiple Speaking Seeing Mental Moving
and and
Moving Hearing

Type of Disability

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Data Base of Population, Housing and
Establishment Census - 1997. Ramallah - Palestine
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6. AL-Agsa Intifada

6.1 Martyrs of Intifada:

The highest percentage of martyrs is centered in the age group (2

24) years.

Since the break out of Intifada at the end of September 2000, and as a result of
the Israeli aggression against the public participation in the Intifada, particularly
youths participation, many martyrdom cases occurred in the age group (10-24)
years during the period 29/9/2000 - 28/9/2001, where the percentage of the
martyrs of the age group (10-24) years in the Palestinian Territory reached 53.8%
out of the total martyrs.

The number of martyrs of Al-Agsa Intifada of the same period reached 710 martyrs;
of which 688 were in the Palestinian Territory, 15 martyrs in Israel, and seven
martyrs were outside the Palestinian Territory (three of them were on the
Jordanian - Israeli borders, two martyrs were on the Lebanese - Israeli borders,
another martyr was on the Egyptian - Israeli borders, and another martyr whose
place of martyrdom was unknown).

Table (6.1) shows that the percentage of martyrs of the age group (20-24) years
registered the highest percentage of martyrs, where it reached 47.9% out of
total martyrs of youth (10-24) years, and that may be due to the size of effective
participation of youth in this group in daily Intifada activities. This shows the
barbarism of the Israeli occupation armed forces and the use of killing as a method
to suppress the popular Intifada.

Data showed that 50.8% of martyrs aged (10-24) years were martyred in the
West Bank and 45.8% in Gaza Strip, taking into consideration the population
size in each region apart.
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Concerning the martyrs by sex of the age groups (10-24) years, it must be taken
into consideration that there are seven female martyrs out of 382 martyrs in the
age group (10-24) years.

Table (6.1): Al-Agsa Intifada Martyrs* by Region and Age (Sept.
29th, 2000 - Sept. 28th, 2001)

West Bank 17 49 27 101 194 408
Gaza Strip 34 42 27 72 175 280
Israel 0 1 1 6 8 15
Outside the 0 0 1 4 5 7
Palestinian

Territory

Total 51 92 56 183 382 710

*: [nformation were updated on the basis of several references. The most important was the partial results
of martyrs survey which was carried out by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, and because of that
results may differs from what the Bureau had published before.

6.2 Injuries of Intifada:

The highest percentage of Intifada injuries is centered in the age gro

(10-29) years, and the majority of injuries are concentrated on th
upper parts of the body especially the head

Martyrdom cases were not the only human losses, since there were a lot of
Palestinian youth who sustained different injuries and the majority of injuries
concentrated in the upper parts of the body especially the head.
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As a result of this large number of injuries, there is a chance of the exposure of
some injuries to the danger of physical disability, which will increase the number
of physically disabled youth, and that leads to putting out of powers and to increase
the burden to the family and society.

Table (6.2) shows Al-Agsa Intifada injuries of the age group (10-29). The available
information showed that the percentage of Intifada injuries among individuals
aged (10-29) years registed the highest percentage at 73.6% out of total Intifada
injuries at 14,523, which is a clear evidence of the effective participation of youth
in Intifada activities.

Data showed that 57.4% of the injured aged (19-29) years of the total injuries of
the age group of (10-29) years.

Table (6.2): Al-Aqgsa Intifada Injuries by Age (Sept. 29th, 2000 -
Sept. 28th, 2001)*

Age Group Number

Less than 5 years 217
5-9 503
10-17 3,571
18 981
19-29 6,136
30-49 2,499
50+ 616
Total 14,523

*: Sample of the total injuries during Al-Agsa Intifada
Source: Web Site of the Palestinian Ministry of Health: http:\\ www.pna.org/moh/
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Annex 1:

Selected Indicators at the level of the Palestinian Territory based on the Population, Housing and
Establishment Census - 1997 by Single Years

Single Years Number of Percentage of | Percentage of | Percentage of | Percentage of | Percentage of
Age Individuals Participation in Employed Unemployed llliteracy the Disabled
Labour Force

10 68,879 0.3 25.6 74.4 2.1 1.4

11 66,217 0.6 32.3 67.7 2.1 1.4

12 63,679 1.3 40.1 59.9 1.8 1.4

13 63,462 3.0 46.5 53.5 2.0 1.5

14 59,336 5.9 48.3 17 23 1.5

15 58,871 10.6 54.7 45.3 2.7 1.5

16 54,002 16.3 60.3 39.7 26 1.4

17 53,834 21.2 65.7 34.3 2.8 1.6

18 54,882 29.0 67.4 32.6 2.7 1.4

19 51,762 35.1 72.0 28.0 2.6 1.4

20 49,916 39.9 75.6 24.4 2.7 1.5

21 49,303 43.3 78.4 21.6 3.1 1.6

22 46,664 47.0 79.6 20.4 3.4 1.6

23 46,357 50.3 81.6 18.4 3.4 1.5

24 44,416 51.8 83.5 16.5 3.7 1.8
Total 831,580 213 73.8 26.2 2.6 1.5
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Selected Indicators based on the Population, Housing and Establishment Census - 1997 by Single
Years in the West Bank (Continued)

Single Years Number of Percentage of | Percentage of | Percentage of | Percentage of | Percentage of

Age Individuals Participation in Employed Unemployed llliteracy the Disabled
Labour Force

40,565 0.3 42.3 57.7 2.1 1.3
39,227 0.6 46.6 53.4 2.0 1.4
38,264 1.3 49.0 51.0 1.6 1.4
38,191 3.0 54.4 45.6 1.6 1.4
36,433 6.4 53.7 46.3 2.0 1.4
35,960 12.0 60.9 39.1 2.2 1.5
33,348 18.4 66.2 33.8 23 1.4
33,239 24.0 72.5 27.5 2.5 1.5
33,922 32.8 73.8 26.2 24 1.4
32,239 39.1 77.8 22.2 24 1.4
31,526 43.2 81.1 18.9 24 1.4
31,039 45.9 83.5 16.5 2.9 1.6
29,360 49.0 85.1 14.9 3.0 1.6
29,176 52.9 86.2 13.8 3.1 1.5
28,412 53.8 87.6 12.4 3.4 1.8
Total 510,091 23.4 79.2 20.8 2.3 1.4
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Selected Indicators based on the Population, Housing and Establishment Census- 1997 by Single
Years in Gaza Strip (Continued)

Single Years Number of Percentage of | Percentage of | Percentage of | Percentage of | Percentage of
Age Individuals Participation in Employed Unemployed llliteracy the Disabled
Labour Force

10 28,314 0.4 5.8 94.2 22 1.5

11 26,990 0.6 11.8 88.2 2.1 1.5

12 25,415 1.4 27.0 73.0 20 1.5

13 25,271 3.0 43.9 65.1 24 1.6

14 22,903 5.1 37.5 62.5 27 1.6

15 22,911 8.6 41.3 58.7 3.4 1.7

16 20,654 12.8 46.6 53.4 3.1 1.4

17 20,595 16.6 49.8 50.2 S 1.7

18 20,960 23.0 OPRS 47.5 £} 1.6

19 19,523 28.6 58.8 41.2 29 1.4

20 18,390 34.2 63.8 36.2 £} 1.5

21 18,264 38.8 68.2 31.8 3.4 1.6

22 17,304 43.7 69.3 30.7 4.0 1.7

23 17,181 46.0 72.6 27.4 4.1 1.6

24 16,004 48.3 75.3 24.7 4.4 1.7
Total 320,679 17.9 62.6 37.4 3.0 1.5
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