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Labour Force Framework: 1999
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Unemployment Rate in the Palestinian Territory by Sex: 1996-1999
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The above chart shows that unemployment rate among men dropped dramatically between 1996 and 1999. It reached 24.5% in 1996, whereas, in 1999, it dropped to 11.6%. Moreover, the unemployment rate among
women dropped from 19.6% to 13.0% during the same period. When the rate is compared with the rate of those working in Israel and settlements, we observe that the main reason for the drop in unemployment is
that there is a high percentage of labour force employed in Israel and the settlements. The number of unemployed people in 1999 reached 79,000 persons.
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Median Daily Wage in NIS for Employees by Place of Work: 1996-1999
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We can observe from the chart that the Median daily wage in NIS for those working in Israel and Settlements, is higher than the Median daily wage for those working in the Palestinian Territory. The chart

also shows that there is an increase in the wages for those working in the Palestinian Territory for the period of 1996-1999. In 1996, the Median daily wage for those working in Israel and settlements

reached 80 NIS, compared with 45 NIS for those working in the West Bank and 35 NIS for those working in Gaza Strip. The Wages increased in 1999 by 20, 15.3, 11.6 NIS for those working in Israel and

Settlements, the West Bank and Gaza Strip respectively. The wages increase extract a high number of Palestinians to work in the Israeli Market, the number increased from 120,000 laboros in 1998 to
135,000 laboror in 1999, which decreased unemployment rate.

Note: Average Yearly Exchange Rate for US$, 1999=4.15 NIS

JS254.15 =1999 Alad (S 5a¥1 Y sall dailly Co puall jad (5 gl Jass siall 14823




1999-1996 : wiad) uua i1 A 15 38 G e A8 Ll Alalad) (5 il Ay
Labour Force Participation Rate by Sex: 1996-1999
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The male and female participation rate in the labour force of the 15 years of age and over has risen during 1996 to 1999. In 1996, one in every nine women (of 15 years of age and over) joined the labour

force, whereas, in 1999, one in every eight women (of 15 years of age and over) joined the labour force. The participation rate of men of 15 years and over in the labour force has increased, too. The
participation rate raised from 68.7% in 1996 to 70.7% in 1999.
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Median Daily Wage in NIS for Wage Employees by Economic Activity: 1999
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It can be seen from the above chart that the highest wages paid were for those working in the construction sector (100 NIS daily). While the lowest wages were in agricultural sector (50 NIS daily). That
variance caused an increase in the percentage of those working in the construction sector and agricultural sector.
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Employed Persons by Place of Work: 1996-1999
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The percentage of Palestinians working in Israel and Sattlements increased in the period of 1996-1999, it reached 135,000 workers in 1999. The increase in the number of Palestinians working in Israel and Sattlements related to
the high wages paid in that area compared with wages paid in the Palestinian Territory.
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Percentage Distribution of Employed Persons by Sex and Economic Activity: 1999
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The above figure compares the economic activities for men and women, about half of the employed women are working in the service sector (46.2%) such as health, education and public adminstration. On the other
hand, one third of the employed women are working in the agricultural sector (31.8%), the remaining (22.0%) are working in other sectors. With regards to the employed men, half of them are working in both
construction sector (25.8%) and service sector (24.9%), while the remaining half is distributed among the other sectors, this indicates that there are activities which are very difficult for women to work in, such as,
constrution activities, transporation. Tharefore, it is observed that women are centralized in the service sector.
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Wage Employees by Monthly Wage groups in NIS: 1999
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Wage Employees by Weekly Working Hours: 1999
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Labour Force by Labour Force Status and Governorate: 1999
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Tulkarm and Qalqiliya Governorate had the highest unemployment rate in the West Bank in 1999 at 13.7%. In Gaza Strip, Deir Al-Balah Governorate had the highest unemployment rate at 22.6%, whereas, Ramallah and Al-

Beireh Governorate and Gaza Governorate had the lowest unemployment rate at 6% and 13% respectively. This indicates that unemployment was centralized in areas far away from the center, the official institutions, and
trade.



