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s dahial cree A3l Au) ledd o sie e Sllgiaall el &b osall g il Jaxd) 2.5
1999 1998 1997 PORR
5.54 5.58 7.62 il )Y
6.50 4.95 7.58 A daay L
3.99 5.88 8.79 538 gl
5.71 6.57 7.27 ywdd)

1999 A i e 43,)l5e 1999 J4f o siS el ellgindl Hland & il dus 3.5

4 gial) Apa FIRR
1.81 Adandd) oz )
1.18 Ly A A Bl
1.88 536 plkd
0.54 i)

1998 sl 0siS ey 480 1999 U S el ellginall Jland 8 sl s 4.5

4 gial) Apa) FARR
2.47 Aol ) )
4.30 Ly ad izl L
2.03 )
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BYSCHNRYY iy atdial Ay gis

ale 8 ellgina) Al 4 Sal cleaall  adud) e da gie aladinly 3 gune 5800 038 8 5 )5 Al Q8 Y
5] @Dlgind 5 3 rane il o @l 850 a5 3 Aeaiisd) a0 54l LS 5 85 LSS 1996
.1996/9/30 5 1995/10/1 o dlaudd 55 4,550 e Sleall o2 @A) Al

Calal a0 R 5 sl i) Bhle 8l oe) Gu g3 ) B el |k
s ol Ailan (e ol Gl iy Y sed el Aaall Bl Gala) ol 80 W i (S8 el

1967 Ao Jial dua 5 gie Jil o 4iara

IS Il Y il e Jaee iy 2By Llenall g Al s 8 A ) JAN aladiad

RN, S —
1999 1998 1997 1996
4.12 3.58 3.29 3.13 S s
4.08 3.60 3.33 3.12 Ll
4.04 3.60 3.38 3.10 BN
4.04 3.76 3.42 3.15 s
4.12 3.70 3.45 3.23 S
4.09 3.68 3.47 3.26 e
4.11 3.67 3.57 3.18 ) dd
4.20 3.70 3.55 3.16 o
4.25 3.84 3.53 3.16 BRY
4.30 4.09 3.54 3.20 Ol oy
4.23 425 3.55 3.26 S s
4.20 421 3.55 3.23 Jd o8
4.15 3.81 3.47 3.18 s sid) Janal
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Table (1) Jsa

Monthly Consumer Price Index Numbers lgtaall jlaa 4y i) dpulidl) alB Y)
by Major Groups of Expenditure (Base Year 1996=100) (100=1996 (b)) dins) Ayl (BN aludl Coia
for Months of October 1999 - December 1999 1999 Jgf sils —1999 Jgf 0o e g
Jerusalem w48l Gaza Strip 3% gUB(R. West Bank 4zl 44 3 Palestinian Territory
Major Groups of Expenditure J5 088 | S8 | ol ol d oslS | S8 oo | i o] df oS | QB gusdn | ddf o] Jdf oS | B g Lari ) 3N aludl
Dec .1999|Nov .1999(0Oct .1999Dec .1999Nov .1999‘OC‘£ 1999 Dec .1999 Nov .1999|Oct .1999| Dec .1999 | Nov .1999
Food 127.28 127.91 12401 118.64 11438 116.82 124.68 122.12 120.50 123.27 119.35 A8l o sl
Beverages and tobacco 130.88 130.57 128.97 12876  128.22 126.92 129.47 127.83 125.45 129.91 129.00 &l il il
Textiles, clothing and footwear 115.58 112,57 111.49 138.17 137.03 136.18 128.59  128.45 122.41 125.88 123.67 daVl Ledlall 5 ALYl
Housing 111.06 110.44  109.66 125.70  125.58 122.08 124.20 122.01 119.17 122.33 120.94 4l Hliune 5 (Sanal
Furniture, household goods & services 141.54  139.51 140.76 120.54 119.38 119.86 117.70  116.75 117.61 127.41 125.80 Al dleasl)  alud) 5 SV
Transport and communications 127.23 12593  125.76 11836 117.84 117.40 125.25 125.03 124.60 122.71 122.47 LY 5 Jal)
Education 108.87  108.87 10695 118.06 117.00 111.55 118.07 11796 113.90 114.06 113.89 il iland
Medical care 117.70 11742 117.85 131.14 130.19 131.08 134.73 133.59 133.32 126.42 125.81 daall dle )l
Recreational, cultural goods & services 100.40  100.11 98.92 101.92 103.28 102.89  99.38 98.82 99.26 100.24 100.24 fagad Al Gleadll 5 ol
Miscellaneous goods and services 123.71  119.66 119.64 129.12  127.68 127.58 122.58 12294 124.42 123.25 122.09 e sl cladd g alu
All items of consumer price index 123.97 12331 121.53 12259  120.33 120.78 124.64 123.19 121.55  123.55 121.35 | cllgiwadl jlasl aladl bl o8 )0
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Monthly Consumer Price Index Numbers & Percent Changes
by Major Groups of Expenditure (Base Year 1996=100)
for Months of September 1999, October 1999

Table (2) Jsa

o) G g dllgtiiad \JMYL,M“\@QH@@JY\
(100=1996 (ulu¥) diu) dpasi ) GEN) aledl conia

Jerusalem o«4ill| Gaza Strip 356 gWd| R, West Bank 4 4kl 3L[Palestinian Territdugslamdil) ) )
Major Groups of Expenditure ol s [0 ol | s R ol o] JsU | sl des) O capis| U ol A | I s | Js L ) 3AN) aludd)

% ChangeOct .1999Sep .1999% Change|Oct .1999|Sep .1999(% Change|Oct .1999|Sep .1999| % Change| Oct .1999 |Sep .1999
Food 0.54 124.01 123.35 3.64 116.82 112.72 1.89 120.50  118.27 2.60 119.67 116.64 483 sl
Beverages and tobacco -0.19 128.97 129.22 1.35 126.92  125.23 -0.31 125.45 125.84 0.42 126.61 126.08 &l by g el
Textiles, clothing and footwear 0.65 111.49 110.77 2.64 136.18  132.68 2.22 12241 119.75 1.12 121.56 120.21 0aV) g puedlall 5 408
Housing 0.62 109.66 108.98 1.27 122.08 120.55 1.04 119.17 117.94 0.99 118.48 117.32 il Hlinsa 5 (Sasal)
Furniture, household goods & services 2.53 140.76  137.29 -0.25 119.86  120.16 0.15 117.61 117.43 0.84 126.53 125.48 Al il cileasl) 5 aluall g SIEY)
Transport and communications 2.28 12576 122.96 1.32 117.40 11587 2.46 124.60 121.61 2.06 122.09  119.62 Yl g Jall
Education -0.48 106.95 107.47 -0.13 111.55 111.70 0.15 11390 113.73 -0.02 109.59 109.61 palatl) ilers
Medical care 0.13 117.85 117.70 -0.32 131.08 131.50 0.05 133.32  133.25 0.01 126.12 126.11 daal Ale )
Recreational, cultural goods & services -0.67 98.92  99.59 0.79 102.89  102.08 2.33 99.26 97.00 0.65 99.78 99.14 dagad il Sleadd) 5 aludl
Miscellaneous goods and services 0.60 119.64 118.93 0.75 127.58  126.63 3.35 12442 120.39 2.20 122.50 119.86 Ae giie Gledd g alus
All items of consumer price index 0.85 121.53  120.51 2.11 120.78 118.28 1.59 121.55  119.65 1.71 120.81 118.78 | cllghwsall jlau¥ alall ulidll o8 )

Cont.
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Table (2) Jg2a

Monthly Consumer Price Index Numbers & Percent Changes
by Major Groups of Expenditure (Base Year 1996=100)
for Months of October 1999, November 1999

A ey llgioal) Jlacd A gl Al S8 )
(100=1996 (sluid) Ao Lonsi ) SN alodl osa
1999 U ¢ ydis 1999 g Cupds s g

Jerusalem w8l Gaza Strip 53¢ gUab|R, West Bank 4z 4l 34| Palestinian Terrfkgspld) o2 3
Major Groups of Expenditure ol B | (A | Ol ] sl A B | Ol | L) s | (S 0] O cudt]| L Aes | S8 G | IS caos Lo ) AN alesd)

% ChangeNov .19990ct .1999 % Change[Nov .19990ct .1999|% Change[Nov .19990ct .1999[ % Change [ Nov .1999( Oct .1999
Food 3.14 127.91 | 124.01 -2.09 114.38 | 116.82 1.34 122.12 | 120.50 -0.27 119.35 119.67 483 sl
Beverages and tobacco 1.24 130.57 | 128.97 1.02 128.22 | 126.92 1.90 127.83 | 125.45 1.89 129.00 126.61 &l by g el
Textiles, clothing and footwear 0.97 112.57 | 111.49 0.62 137.03 | 136.18 4.93 128.45 | 122.41 1.74 123.67 121.56 0aV g uedlall 5 08
Housing 0.71 110.44 | 109.66 2.87 125.58 | 122.08 2.38 122.01 | 119.17 2.08 120.94 118.48 4l Hlisa 5 (Sasall
Furniture, household goods & services -0.89 139.51 | 140.76 -0.40 119.38 | 119.86 -0.73 116.75 | 117.61 -0.58 125.80 126.53 A il cileasl) g aluall g Y
Transport and communications 0.14 125.93 | 125.76 0.37 117.84 | 117.40 0.35 125.03 | 124.60 0.31 122.47 122.09 LI Jal)
Education 1.80 108.87 | 106.95 4.89 117.00 | 111.55 3.56 117.96 | 113.90 3.92 113.89 109.59 palatl) ilers
Medical care -0.36 117.42 | 117.85 -0.68 130.19 | 131.08 0.20 133.59 | 133.32 -0.25 125.81 126.12 dnall 4le )l
Recreational, cultural goods & services 1.20 100.11 [ 98.92 0.38 103.28 | 102.89 -0.44 98.82 99.26 0.46 100.24 99.78 dagd il cileaal) y alud
Miscellaneous goods and services 0.02 119.66 | 119.64 0.08 127.68 | 127.58 -1.19 122.94 | 124.42 -0.33 122.09 122.50 4o giie Gledd g alus
All items of consumer price index 1.46 123.31 | 121.53 -0.37 120.33 | 120.78 1.35 123.19 | 121.55 0.45 121.35 120.81 | <llgiuall jlauy alall bl o850

Cont.
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Monthly Consumer Price Index Numbers & Percent Changes
by Major Groups of Expenditure (Base Year 1996=100)
for Months of November 1999, December 1999

Table (2) Jsa

odl e g gl \JMY%M"\&,\MQ&M&@JY\
(100=1996 () 3~.w.n) A ) 3AN el.u'é\ [EIVIEN
1999 Jsf (siss 1999 L oypdi 5 g

Jerusalem =4l Gaza Strip 36 gUd|R, West Bankw Al 4l 34| Palestinian Terfidpdil 2 )
Major Groups of Expenditure Dl A | I oS | A ] Ll Assf I oS [ (S8 o] L) ds] O 0S| B cppn| ) | i oS | B g L ) AN alesd)

% Change[Dec .1999Nov .1999% ChangelDec .1999Nov .1999% ChangePec .1999Nov .1999% Change{ Dec .1999|Nov .1999
Food -0.49 127.28 | 127.91 3.72 118.64 | 114.38 2.10 124.68 | 122.12 3.28 123.27 119.35 A3 o all
Beverages and tobacco 0.24 130.88 | 130.57 0.42 128.76 | 128.22 1.28 129.47 | 127.83 0.71 129.91 129.00 &l y by gyl
Textiles, clothing and footwear 2.67 115.58 | 112.57 0.83 138.17 | 137.03 0.11 128.59 | 128.45 1.79 125.88 123.67 LAV 5 el 5 ALY
Housing 0.56 111.06 | 110.44 0.10 125.70 | 125.58 1.79 124.20 | 122.01 1.15 122.33 120.94 4l Hlia 5 Sasal)
Furniture, household goods & services 1.46 141.54 | 139.51 0.97 120.54 | 119.38 0.81 117.70 | 116.75 1.28 127.41 125.80 A el cleasd) g adual) 5 Y
Transport and communications -1.35 12423 | 125.93 0.44 118.36 | 117.84 0.18 125.25 | 125.03 0.20 122.71 122.47 <Y laiyl 5 Jal
Education 0.00 108.87 | 108.87 0.91 118.06 | 117.00 0.09 118.07 | 117.96 0.15 114.06 113.89 sl iland
Medical care 0.24 117.70 | 117.42 0.73 131.14 | 130.19 0.85 134.73 | 133.59 0.48 126.42 125.81 daaal) dle )
Recreational, cultural goods & services 0.29 100.40 | 100.11 -1.32 | 101.92 | 103.28 0.57 99.38 | 98.82 0.00 100.24 | 100.24 dagad Al Cleadd) 5 alud)
Miscellaneous goods and services 3.38 123.71 | 119.66 1.13 129.12 | 127.68 | -0.29 | 122.58 | 122.94 0.95 123.25 122.09 e giie Cledd 5 alus
All items of consumer price index 0.54 123.97 | 123.31 1.88 122.59 | 120.33 1.18 124.64 | 123.19 1.81 123.55 121.35 | llguall jlan aladl ol o8 )
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Monthly Consumer Price Index Numbers & Percent Changes

by Major Groups of Expenditure (Base Year 1996=100)

for Months of October 1998, October 1999

Table (3) Jds>

) Gad g gl e Ay sl Auwlidl ?&JY‘
(100=1996 (ubcd) Ains) Ascasi ) BN ALl s
1999 Jsl s 1998 Jsf s (5 el

Jerusalem o« |Gaza Strip 56 gUBR, West Bank 4w il 4dal 34| Palestinian Tésrkeld) 2 )
Major Groups of Expenditure BYS R WY FUP UVSR-| FUP IUYPS-| (ST [ OWE] PSP RUTRT-| PSP PSS IRSYEL L WE! S P RTRT-) ISP USR] ST WG JUP URSN- RUP IR Al (FAN) aludd)

% Change [Oct .1999Oct .1998 % Change[Oct .1999‘00‘( .1998 % Change|Oct .1999{Oct .1998|% ChanggOct .19990ct .1998
Food -1.12 124.01 125.41 -1.89 116.82 119.07 -1.19 120.50  121.95 -1.27 119.67 121.21 4830 A sl
Beverages and tobacco 7.83 128.97 119.61 5.65 126.92  120.13 7.67 125.45  116.51 7.33 126.61 117.96 &l by g el
Textiles, clothing and footwear -5.28 111.49 117.71 -3.03 136.18  140.43 7.17 122.41 114.22 -0.87 121.56  122.63 LhaV) g padlal 5 408
Housing 1.57 109.66 107.97 1.55 122.08 120.22 4.47 119.17  114.07 2.81 118.48 115.24 ila Hisa 5 (Sasal)
Furniture, household goods & services 9.96 140.76  128.01 4.07 119.86 115.17 3.22 117.61 113.94 6.52 126.53 118.78 Al cleasd)  aluall 5 ZIEY)
Transport and communications 15.58 125.76  108.81 8.35 117.40 108.35 13.06 124.60 110.21 11.32  122.09 109.67 LI Jall
Education -0.34 106.95 107.32 0.60 111.55 110.89 4.73 113.90 108.76 1.00 109.59  108.50 bl lers
Medical care 7.41 117.85 109.72 7.66 131.08 121.75 4.74 133.32  127.29 7.10 126.12 117.76 dnall 4le
Recreational, cultural goods & services | -12.94 9892  113.62  -9.77  102.89 114.03 -11.67  99.26 11237 -11.56  99.78  112.82 L ) Claasd) 5wl
Miscellaneous goods and services 6.89 119.64 111.93 1.01 127.58 126.31 10.03 12442  113.08 6.73 122.50 114.78 e siie et 5 ol
All items of consumer price index 2.99 121.53  118.00 0.78 120.78 119.85 3.65 121.55  117.27 2.48 120.81  117.89 | dllgiuwdll jlan lall ulall o8 )

Cont.
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Monthly Consumer Price Index Numbers & Percent Changes

by Major Groups of Expenditure (Base Year 1996=100)

for Months of November 1998, November 1999

Table (3) Js>

8A) Gl g dllgtial) e A e Apwlal) @ﬁjﬂ
(100=1996 L 3\.\“) Aad )l gl bl Cosa

Jerusalem o« |Gaza Strip 56 gUdR, West Bank 4x i) 4ial) 84| Palestinian Tergitbuld) 2 )
Major Groups of Expenditure B dpd| AG cppdif AU Gy adl A AU g ) AU Gapdi | ahad Ad| AU Gyl AU o] i) dped] AU o ] AG cppda L) (3ANY) alud)

% Change|Nov .1999Nov .1998% ChangefNov .1999Nov .1998[% Change[Nov .1999Nov .1998% Change[Nov .19994Nov .1998
Food -0.08 12791  128.01 -2.65 11438 117.49 -0.85 122.12  123.17 -2.54 119.35  122.46 4aal) o sl
Beverages and tobacco 4.14 130.57  125.38 3.92 12822  123.38 5.79 127.83  120.83 5.57 129.00 122.19 &5 by s il
Textiles, clothing and footwear -6.96 112.57 12099 -3.25 137.03  141.63 10.76 12845 11597 -0.75 123.67  124.61 LYy Gl 5 L)
Housing 2.21 110.44 108.05 4.44 125.58  120.24 6.47 122.01 114.60 4.75 120.94 11546 e e 5 Sasal)
Furniture, household goods & services 423 139.51  133.85 3.00 119.38  115.90 -0.51 116.75 117.35 3.25 125.80 121.84 A el cleaad) g adudl 5 Y
Transport and communications 14.20 12593  110.27 7.54 117.84  109.58 12.72 125.03 110.92 10.44 122.47  110.89 oLyl 5 Jall
Education -1.17 108.87  110.16 5.47 117.00  110.93 6.88 117.96 110.37 3.39 113.89  110.16 el Clana
Medical care 4.21 117.42  112.68 1.66 130.19  128.07 4.92 133.59  127.32 4.05 125.81 12091 dauall 4le )
Recreational, cultural goods & services -13.30 100.11 11547 -10.28 103.28 115.12  -13.13  98.82 113.76  -1242 100.24 114.45 g A Cleasd) 5wl
Miscellaneous goods and services 5.65 119.66  113.26 -0.09 127.68  127.79 7.19 12294  114.69 5.01 122.09 116.27 e yiie Cledd 5 alus
All items of consumer price index 2.20 123.31  120.65 0.22 120.33  120.07 3.70 123.19 118.79 1.46 121.35  119.60 | <llgioall Jlans¥ alal bl o8 )

Cont.
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Monthly Consumer Price Index Numbers & Percent Changes
by Major Groups of Expenditure (Base Year 1996=100)
for Months of December 1998, December 1999

Table (3) Js>

Y S| NEVWR PRUIVL N YR - FRVILA P WV I AT g4
(100=1996 (wbat¥) &) Lpmui ) GUN) ALl Cuoia
1999 J4 osilss 1998 Jof osils ERYRA

Jerusalem o« |Gaza Strip 56 gUdR. West Bank 4= i) 4da) 3L Palestinian Tefeifowld) 2 )
Major Groups of Expenditure ol Aas| I oS I oS | sl A | O oS | Jl siS | L A | il oS | O 0S| L) s O s | O oS Al (GAN) aludd)

% Change[Dec .1999 Dec .1998 [ % Change [Dec .1999Dec .1998 % Change|Dec .1999Dec .1994% Change|Dec .1999Dec .1998
Food -0.45 127.28 127.85 -0.67 118.64 119.44 1.19 124.68 123.21 0.16 123.27  123.07 4830 A sl
Beverages and tobacco 2.16 130.88  128.11 3.12 128.76  124.87 4.23 129.47 12422  3.63 12991  125.36 5 Sl il
Textiles, clothing and footwear -4.86 115.58 121.48 -3.21 138.17  142.75 10.13 128.59 116.76 0.49 125.88  125.26 eV g padlal 5 A58
Housing 2.92 111.06 107.91 4.59 125.70  120.18 9.43 12420 113.50 6.36 122.33  115.01 ila Hina 5 (Sasal)
Furniture, household goods & services 3.90 141.54 136.23 2.09 120.54 118.07 -1.65 117.70  119.67 2.74 127.41  124.01 Al cleaad)  aluall 5 ZIEY)
Transport and communications 13.80 127.23 111.80 7.73 118.36  109.87 12.88 125.25 110.96 10.15 122.71  111.40 LI Jall
Education -1.16 108.87 110.15 6.43 118.06 110.93 6.96 118.07 110.39 3.52 114.06  110.18 palatl) lexs
Medical care 3.88 117.70 113.30 2.05 131.14 128.51 4.59 13473  128.82 4.16 126.42  121.37 daall 4le
Recreational, cultural goods & services -14.09 100.40 116.86 -11.63 101.92  115.33 -12.63 99.38 113.75 -12.81 100.24  114.97 dagd il cleaal) y alud
Miscellaneous goods and services 4.46 123.71 118.43 1.42 129.12  127.31 4.07 122.58 117.79 2.55 123.25  120.19 e sie et 5 ol
All items of consumer price index 2.03 123.97 121.50 1.06 122.59  121.30 4.30 124.64 119.50 2.47 123.55  120.57 | il jlan el ulall o8 )0
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Monthly Consumer Price Index Numbers

by Food Groups (Base Year 1996=100)
for Months of October 1999 - December 1999

Table (4) Jo>

lgtional e A gl) sl o6 )
(100=1996 ulutd) dic) LAWY 3 gal) il gare ia

1999 Jf (538 —1999 J4f cpidt ca gD

Jerusalem o« [Gaza Strip 3¢ gWd[R. West Bank 44 4l 3G (Palestinian Territory Ahauldl .zl Y
Groups of Expenditure | Jd 05 [ 56 i | I copis | o 088 [ S8 o | I s | Jof oS | B osis | I e | oS | S | s AU cle gara

Dec .1999 [Nov .1999 [ Oct .1999 [Dec .1999 [Nov .1999 | Oct .1999 [Dec .1999 [Nov .1999 | Oct .1999 | Dec .1999 [ Nov .1999 [ Oct .1999
Food 127.28 127.91 124.01 118.64 114.38 116.82 124.68 122.12 120.50 123.27 119.35 119.67 A0 3 sal
Cereals and its products 115.15 113.10 113.34 101.10 100.23 100.45 110.15 110.57 109.11 106.28 105.68 105.36 Llatia g Cosall
Meat, poultry & fish 128.38 126.93 125.42 116.25 118.86 127.94 125.98 123.11 118.54 124.63 123.93 124.75 sV 5 cal sl 5 2l
Meat 134.09 132.16 133.13 124.04 125.40 128.78 128.51 127.51 127.43 128.75 127.96 129.30 psall
Fresh meat 134.18 132.56 132.44 124.01 124.88 129.02 130.15 129.02 128.84 129.17 128.37 129.35 ia s asal
Frozen meat 122.26 114.07 124.67 99.08 104.81 105.82 121.08 121.08 120.67 113.78 112.94 116.62 Blana asal
Canned meat 147.73 147.73 147.73 163.33 161.11 161.11 119.04 121.07 120.26 141.40 141.63 141.16 Adea agal
Other meat 122.19 117.80 129.93 132.85 135.53 136.74 120.99 117.70 120.27 125.07 123.41 129.21 s A el
Poultry 115.81 115.80 108.76 96.14 101.30 122.53 121.34 115.58 105.36 115.10 115.03 115.40 ol sl
Fish 130.44 126.26 126.05 136.58 137.58 138.26 135.65 135.97 129.35 144.09 140.63 139.82 Alany!
Milk products and eggs 127.72 122.99 121.68 108.85 110.93 107.47 116.99 115.57 116.40 125.16 123.79 122.37 sl s gLl clatie
Milk 117.54 117.58 115.61 118.64 116.66 116.42 113.12 112.52 112.07 116.99 116.19 114.72 culall
Milk products 135.18 125.95 125.95 127.69 126.89 126.89 134.53 130.15 132.84 131.70 127.26 127.95 culal) clatia
Eggs 107.72 107.72 103.23 72.57 82.71 71.18 86.94 89.89 88.78 94.95 99.29 93.54 oanl
Cont. ]
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Monthly Consumer Price Index Numbers

by Food Groups (Base Year 1996=100)
for Months of October 1999 - December 1999

Table (4) Jg>

Algtional e A gl sl o6 )
(100=1996 (ulud) 4iu) LAY ) gall e gara s
1999 Jgf 058 ~1999 Jsf cpy cra g

Jerusalem w«48l) IGaza Strip 3¢ gWdR. West Bank 4 4l 4kl 3G Palestinian Territory Ablawldl 2 Y
Groups of Expendit| Jsf o548 | 6 s | I oo | O oS | S8 oo | O et | I olS [ B ot | O o | i oS | Goi | J et SN cle gana
Dec .1999 [Nov .1999 [ Oct .1999 |Dec .1999 [Nov .1999 | Oct .1999 [Dec .1999 |Nov .1999 [Oct .1999 | Dec .1999 [ Nov .1999 | Oct .1999
Oils and fats 170.54 163.19 150.89 133.19 126.14 123.32 153.61 153.40 142.21 151.74 147.65 139.02 Gl s
Vegetable oils 174.38 166.44 153.15 133.66 125.96 122.89 159.02 158.45 145.03 155.60 150.80 140.84 Anlall &y )
Fats 122.63 122.63 122.63 128.08 128.08 128.08 126.40 128.02 128.02 126.66 127.16 127.16 Osadl
Cont. &
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Monthly Consumer Price Index Numbers

by Food Groups (Base Year 1996=100)
for Months of October 1999 - December 1999

Table (4) Jo>

llgiaall el 4y gl duuldl) a8 )
(100=1996 (b Lics) 4135 3 gall e para Garn
1999 S osils —1999 J4f cpdid o guidM

Jerusalem o« [Gaza Strip 536 gUsb[R, West Bank 4wl 4daall 3L [Palestinian Territhagacld 2l )
Groups of Expenditure Jof oS b i Jof s Jf oS S8 s Jd s Jd oS B oem O el O osl8 S s Jf el GUN) cle gara
Dec .1999 Nov .1999 Oct .1999 Dec .1999 Nov .1999 Oct .1999 Dec .1999 Nov .1999 Oct .1999 Dec .1999 Nov .1999 Oct.1999
Fruits and vegetables 133.83 145.64 13345 138.00 119.67 124.09 136.85 131.70 136.01 133.97 121.44 125.72 <l 5 a5 as) 5dl)
Fruits 129.77  143.76  120.56  109.26 106.06 111.21 118.48 120.27 129.99 118.09 111.03 118.95 481 all
Fresh fruit 128.91 146.65 11697 102.29 99.32 106.51 113.20 115.23 127.89 113.38 104.22 114.59 Aajle as)
Dried fruits 171.25 176.53  176.53  163.87 145.83 142.69 178.38 178.40 177.62 171.70 168.53 167.47 dding a8 48
[Nuts 123.64 12455 11998 127.14 125.97 124.32 125.50 126.66 126.65 125.33 126.06 125.20 Gl e
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Figure 1 : Consumer Price Index for October 1999 - December 1999
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Figure 3 : Percent Changes of CPI for December 1999 Compared with December 1998
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Figure 4 : Groups of Expenditure in the Consumption Basket for the Palestinian Territory in 1996
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Figure 5 : Average Exchange Rate for US $ in Palestinian Territory for , January 1999 - December 1999
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Preface

Consumer Price Index CPI is usually used as a tool for measuring changes in prices of goods
and services and monitoring price trends, market conditions and cost of living. However,
the CPI does not reflect other factors affecting costs of living, e.g. quality and quantity of
purchased goods. Thus, it is considered as one of many indicators which can be used for
examining the costs of living. On the other hand, the CPI is widely used for measuring
inflation rates and economic recession.

So a standard consumer basket for the West Bank and Gaza Strip has been established by

the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) through an extensive survey of prices
and household expenditure and consumption during 1995 and 1996. The Palestinian
Consumer Basket which is currently in use for deriving the monthly Palestinian Consumer
Price Index (PCPI) contains goods and services amounting to 568 items.

Due to the lack of basic data on prices and relative weights for a recent and updated
consumer basket, which are needed to compile the PCPI, the development of PCPI has gone
through two phases. In the first phase, the month of November, 1995 was used as a base for
calculating average prices of the goods and services included in the consumer basket.
Then, relative weights of these goods and services were derived from the Palestinian
Expenditure and Consumption Survey results for the period of October-December, 1995.
This approach was necessary due to the lack of basic data. The second phase has started
when price data and records of expenditure and consumption for a whole year became
available.

Starting from February 1997, PCPI is compiled on the bases of the average prices of the
Palestinian consumer basket for the whole 1996. Moreover, the relative weights applied
represent a full year of household expenditure and consumption.

In the meantime, we encourage users of PCPI to provide comments and suggestions on this
modest experience in order that PCBS improves on this exercise.

January, 2000 Hassan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D.
President
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Chapter One

Introduction

Since the beginning of 1995, PCBS has started its activities of collecting data on the
consumer prices for establishing updated consumer price indices. This effort has been
initiated in conjunction with the launching of the first Palestinian Expenditure and
Consumption Survey, which will allow for calculating the appropriate weights needed for
calculating the Palestinian Consumer Price Index (PCPI). Price collection for thousands of
goods and services from different areas of West Bank and Gaza Strip will lead to the
establishment of the Palestinian consumer basket (CB). This basket, once identified and
proved to be stable, shall be studied on a regular basis.

This bulletin includes Consumer Price Index numbers for October — December 1999.
1.1 Consumer basket (CB):

Typically, the consumer purchases different types of goods and services. To facilitate the
process of collecting prices for constructing CPI, goods and services are classified on the
basis of purpose of purchase, and in accordance with UN-recommendations for SNA and
CPI. The goods and services, which are used for calculating the CPI, represent the contents
of the Consumer Basket. The total number of goods and services examined for constructing
the CPI amounts to 568 out of 1500 different outlet in all over the Palestinian Territory.
These goods and services forming the consumer basket are usually classified into different
categories of groups and subgroups. Following is the classification used in this respect:

1.2 Classification of consumer basket:
1. Main groups (first level):

Food products

Beverages and tobacco

Clothes, dresses and footwear

Housing

Furniture and household utensils and operations
Transport and communication

Education

Health care

. Recreation and cultural goods and services
10.0ther goods and services

R R

2. Groups (second level):

For the second level of the classification, each main group has been divided into a number
of subgroups. For instance, the main group “Food products” has been divided into 9
subgroups, namely: Cereals and related products; meat, poultry and fish; dairy and it
products; dairy and eggs, Oils and fats; fruits and vegetables; sugar and confectionery; tea,
coffee, and cocoa; spices, salt and related products; and take-away meals.
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3. Sub groups (third level):

Some groups have been divided into sub groups, e.g. “the group of meat, poultry and fish”
has been divided into 3 sub-groups: meat group, poultry group, and fish group. “Dairy
products and eggs” has been divided into 3 sub groups, namely milk group, milk products
group and eggs group. With respect to fruits and vegetables group, it has been divided
into: fresh fruits, dried fruits, nuts, tinned fruits, fresh vegetables, dried and frozen
vegetables, legumes and so. Such divisions were applied to groups consisting of wide
range of goods.

4. Materials (fourth level):

At the Fourth level, the sub-groups have been divided into materials. For example, “Bread
and cereals” has been divided into: rice, flour, bread, biscuit, spaghetti...etc. “Meat”, on
the other hand, has been divided into fresh meat, frozen meat, tinned meat...etc.

5. Goods/ services (fifth and last level):

Types of detailed materials are considered goods with more meticulous details, prices of
such goods shall be collected, and changes in these prices shall be detected.

1.3 Uses of consumer price index:

The CPI is widely used for measuring inflation rates and economic recession. It is also used
by the public as a guide concerning the household budget and the different items comprising
it. In the area of national accounts, the CPI is used as a significant factor in deducting
estimates for fixed private expenditure. It is usually used as a tool for depicting changes in
prices of goods and services and monitoring price trends, market conditions and cost of
living. Other purposes involve identifying the purchasing power of money, which is
inversely proportional with the CPI, and constructing the national accounts via summing
income and national aggregates in view of price changes.

[16]



Chapter Two

Definition of principal terms used

Palestinian territory:
Means West Bank and Gaza Strip including those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed
after 1967 occupation by Israel.

Remaining west bank:
Means Remaining West Bank which includes all of the west bank except for those parts of
Jerusalem which were annexed after 1967 occupation by Israel.

Data collection source:

It is the establishment which supplies prices data of goods and services related to the survey,
it includes supermarkets, groceries, cloth stores, restaurants, hospitals, Public services
institutions, Private schools and physicians.

Inflation:

It is the continuous and concrete going up of the general level of prices in a country. It is
calculated by

Inflation average = general level of prices (in a year) — general level of prices (last year) X

100

General level of prices of last year

Deflation:

It is the going down of economic activity level in which a decrease happens in national
income, investment and importation level from outside, in addition to a decrease of subsidy
averages of prices and salaries.

Price index:
It is the average of proportional changes of a particular group prices of goods and services
between tow periods.

The purchasing power of money:
It is the quantity of goods and services in which it can be bought by coin unit.

Laspeyres equation price index:
It is the index which measures comparative period prices in relation to base period prices
multiplied by proportional weight of commodity or goods group throughout the base year.

Consumer price index:
Consumer price index is statistical tool used for measuring changes in prices of purchased
goods and services during different temporal intervals.

Consumer price:



A price paid by a consumer to gain a necessary commodity or service.

Retail price index:
Measures changes in items included in Retail trade.

The base year:
It is the period in which current period is compared with.

Consumer basket:
The categories of classified goods and services used by the consumer.

Weighting system:
The goods and services importance range used by the consumer.

Base prices:
It is the prices of goods and services in a period in which current prices are compared whith.



Chapter Three

Methodology
3.1 Data collection:

Data on prices are collected through visits conducted by well-trained staff to selected retail
markets including groceries, supermarkets, cloth and dresses markets, restaurants, general
services offices, hospitals, private schools,...etc.

The interviewers were provided with questionnaire included all required items and data
sources along with detailed descriptions of goods and outlets addresses.

Methodology has been set to collect prices that cover all goods and services price according
to its market cycling and turnover, along its important degree regarding coverage in the index
number calculation, or not. Three different prices are collected for food products within the
same city and one or two prices for remaining goods. This methodology is described here in:

- Data collection on weekly bases:
1 Fruit and vegetable.

- Data collection on monthly basis:
1 Food items included in the calculation of the CPI.
Beverages and tobacco included in the calculation of the CPI.
Textiles, clothing and footwear included in the calculation of the CPI.
Furniture, household appliances and utensils included in the calculation of the CPI.
Fuel and power included in the calculation of the CPI.
Transportation and communications included in the calculation of the CPI.
Medical & pharmaceutical products included in the calculation of the CPI.
Goods for personal care included in the calculation of the CPI.

N O O A O

- Data collection on quarterly basis:
All food items and other items excluded in the calculation of the CPI.
Services Charges, i.e.: public transport, communication, hospital care...etc.

- Data collection on yearly basis:
School fees.

3.2 Data collection sources:

Before initiating the activities of collecting data on the prices of various types of goods and
services, it was important to determine the sources of data. These sources were classified in a
special record called “data collection sources record”. These sources are distributed on the
different districts by district size and availability of goods on which prices are going to be
collected. The address of each source shall be indicated in detail to facilitate accessibility. It
is worth noting that data collection sources for certain items of goods and services are not
available in all districts, e.g. fees and charges (prices) of services as mail, telegraph,
hospitals, cinemas, theaters...etc.



3.3 Data collection period:

Data shall be collected on a monthly basis from retail markets specified in advance to cover
all items and services in all districts. However, data on the prices of vegetables and fruits
shall be collected on a weekly basis; the average prices in four weeks makes up the monthly
average. Regarding services including restaurants, coffee shops, and hotels services as well
as schools and universities tuition’s, data are collected on them 4 times a year (every three
months).

3.4 Editing and cleaning of data:

By the end of data collection in all districts, data are edited in one of the following ways:

] Logical revision by comparing prices of goods and services with others in different
sources and other districts. Whenever a mistake is detected, it should be returned to the
field for correction

1 Arithmetic revision of average items prices in each district and the general average in all
districts

" field revision by selecting a sample from collected prices

3.5 Calculation of CPI:

The CPI is calculated using Laspeyres equation. This equation applies weighting through
base-period quantities that usually represent the value of expenditure from household budget
on goods and services during one complete year. According to this equation, the index for
each good is calculated first, then for each group...until it becomes possible to calculate the

general consumer price index.
3.6 Base year prices:

The calculation of the Consumer Price Index (CPI) is usually based on average base year
prices involving no mutations or crises that may affect the consumption patterns within the
society, which (if existed) affect the average prices and its temporary significance and, in

turn, affect the price index. In view of the availability of prices for 1996 and the PECS main

findings, the average prices for 1996 were adopted as a base year with which the current
prices undergo comparison.

3.7 Relative significance of goods and services (weighting system):

The CPI is calculated using Laspeyres equation. This equation applies weighting through
base-period quantities, which reflect the relative significance of goods and services in the
consumer basket. Data on household expenditure and consumption of goods and services
represented in the consumer basket, was collected through the Palestinian Expenditure and
Consumption Survey (PECS), which was carried out during the period of October, 1995-
September, 1996. A random sample 4,800 households representing the Palestinian society
of West bank and Gaza Strip was drawn for this survey. A total of 4,550 households have
participated in this survey and provided complete data. For each household, detailed
accounting of expenditure and consumption was done over a calendar month.
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The value of consumption of each item of goods and services in the consumer basket reflects
the relative significance of that item in the totality of Palestinian consumption patterns in that
period. The overall value of the consumer basket is assumed to be one hundred thousand
points (100,000). The relative significance of each Item in the consumer basket is
determined on the basis of assigning that item a relative weight (out of the total weight of
100,000 points), which is directly proportional to the relative size of that item in terms of the
overall value of the basket.

Weights of various items in the consumer basket have been calculated for each of Remaining
West Bank (West Bank excluding annexed Jerusalem), Jerusalem, Gaza Strip, and the overall
Palestinian Territory separately. This approach to construction of PCPI has allowed us to
produce a CPI for each of the regions separately. Therefore, the all item index representing
the Palestinian Territory is not calculated on the basis of weighted average for the three
regions as it may look for some readers.

3.8 The weights of various goods and services (first level) included in the consumer
basket as it is in household consumption and expenditure survey-1996:

Major Groups of Expenditure Palestinian R. West Bank Gaza Strip Jerusalem*
Territory

Food 40,547 40,163 42,883 37,895
Beverages and Tobacco 6,714 6,957 6,348 6,105
Textiles, clothing and footwear 9,511 9,662 9,395 8,866
Housing 6,942 6,415 7,838 8,115
Furniture, household goods & service 7,418 7,388 7,811 6,782
Transport and communication 12,680 12,786 11,239 15,066
Education 3,959 3,907 3,397 5,417
Medical care 4,793 4915 4,497 4,712
Recreational, cultural goods & services 1,577 1,526 1,585 1,866
Miscellaneous goods and services 5,859 6,281 5,007 5,176
Total 100,000 100,000 100,000 100,000

*Jerusalem: includes those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed after 1967 occupation by
Israel.






Chapter Four

Data quality
This chapter presents some of the data quality components included in this report, namely:
4.1Coverage

Non probability sample representing the various data sources was selected in a way that
ensures complete coverage of all goods included in the consumer basket in the Palestinian
Territory. The field worker selected these sources based on the availability of goods
comprising the consumer basket. It,s worth mentioning that sources was selected from the
main cities in the Palestinian Territory: Jenin, Tulkarm, Nablus, Qalqilya, Ramallah,
Jericho, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron, Gaza, Deir Al - Balah, Al-Nusairat, Khan Younis
and Rafah. In selecting the various sources, it was taken into account that these sources
should represent any variance in the prices compiled from different sources.

4.2 Errors sources

In sample surveys, there are ,usually, two types of errors namely : Sampling errors, which
refer to the errors resulting from studying part of the target population and applying the
findings to the whole population. Non - Sampling errors, on the other hand, refer to the
errors that have nothing to do with sample . This type of errors occur in the censuses as
well. They may occur in any of the survey stages including questionnaire design,
methodology adoption, data collection, data processing, and derivation of the findings.
Sampling errors have not been calculated due to using a non — random sample in this
survey.

As for non — sampling errors, it is worth mentioning that some errors were detected during
the data entry stage. These errors were due to the non — clarity of recorded prices, which
causes the data entry operator not read the recorded price correctly, on the one hand. Other
types of errors resulted from the way prices were recorded by the field worker. It was
possible to identify this type of errors through the lists monthly produced for revision
purposes as well as for comparing the data of a certain month with the month preceding it.
A comparison is normally made between the prices of the sources adopted in this month
with the prices of the sources adopted in previous month; in addition to comparing the
prices of certain sources with the prices of other sources within the same city. Errors are
corrected by subjecting the questionnaire adopted for data collection to detailed revision in
order to ensure the clear and correct prices. Examples on prices — related errors include
recording the price by the field worker with out noticing the change in goods descriptions,
e.g. purchase unit, trade mark, origin, etc. Such errors are normally corrected through
referring and following up the description of the goods comprising the consumer market in
certain periods.

4.3 Quality control procedures in data collection

Preparations for the field implementation is among the stages that received comprehensive
care and follow up for all details. In order to ensure the utmost level of data precision and
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quality, effective programs for the quantitative control and monitoring of data in the field
through:

1. Training for the cadre engaged in carrying out the project in the field as well as at the
administrative level.

2. Provide a series of the administrative and field procedures essential for ensuring a higher
level of accuracy through:

A. Carefully study the reports coming from the field and prepare immediate responses
on any inquiries or questions.

B. Regular meetings with the field workers in order to arrive at their opinions of the
goods prices in the different governorates.
C. Continuous field follow ups of the performance of the field workers.

D. Comparisons of randomly selected goods prices in order to examine the performance
of the field workers.

3. Field check ups and examinations of the framework.
4. Supervisory field visits:

A. Attending the interview.
B. Examination through the alternative formula.
C. Examine the internal connection of the data.

5. Field visits in the final field editing and revision of the questionnaire.
6. Provide records for monitoring the movement of the questionnaire in the field and office.

It is worthy to note that serious efforts are underway to establish a database that helps in
examining data quality level in the field, which saves the time and efforts of the team
supervising the project.

4.4 Quality control procedures in data entry and processing

An initial revising lists are taken out after the data entry processing of
governorates. This action occurs throughout comparisons between the prices of the
current and previous month on governorates level. Any error will be corrected.

Price averages are taken out on governorates levels after the initial revising lists of
data and their processing. They a logical revising of price averages occurs between all
governorates to correct errors.

Price averages on regions level are taken out. A logical comparison is carried out
between different regions, current averages and previous months averages. Then price
index is calculated to study any error to be corrected.



Chapter Five

Main findings

This chapter presents the main findings of price survey in the Palestinian Territory,
Remaining West Bank, Gaza Strip and Jerusalem.

5.1 Annual consumer price index number by region, base year (1996 = 100):

Region 1996 1997 1998 1999
Palestinian Territory 100.00 107.62 113.63 119.93
R. West Bank 100.00 107.58 112.90 120.23
Gaza Strip 100.00 108.79 115.19 119.78
Jerusalem 100.00 107.27 114.32 120.85

5.2 Average percent change for consumer price index from previous year by region:

Region 1997 1998 1999
Palestinian Territory 7.62 5.58 5.54
R. West Bank 7.58 4.95 6.50
Gaza Strip 8.79 5.88 3.99
Jerusalem 7.27 6.57 5.71

5.3 Percent change in consumer price index for December 1999 compared with November
1999:

Region % Change
Palestinian Territory 1.81
R. West Bank 1.18
Gaza Strip 1.88
Jerusalem 0.54

5.4 Percent change rate in consumer price index for December 1999 compared with
December 1998:

Region % Change
Palestinian Territory 2.47
R. West Bank 4.30
Gaza Strip 1.06
Jerusalem 2.03







Note to users

1. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) in this bulletin is calculated by using the average
prices of commodities and services, which compose the consumer basket for 1996. The
weights used in calculating the CPI were derived from the Palestinian Expenditure and
Consumption Survey results, which covered 4,550 households. The survey has been
implemented between 1/10/1995 and 30/9/1996.

2. Due to variations in prices and weights in the annexed Jerusalem, the CPI has been
calculated for each of Jerusalem and the Remaining West Bank separately. Therefore,
the term CPI for R. West Bank is equivalent to the term CPI for (West Bank excluding
those parts of Jerusalem, which were annexed after 1967 occupation by Israel).

3. Prices of goods included in the consumer basket are collected in NIS. The average
exchange rate of the US$ for the period is as follows;

Month 1996 1997 1998 1999
January 3.13 3.29 3.58 4.12
February 3.12 333 3.60 4.08
March 3.10 3.38 3.60 4.04
April 3.15 3.42 3.76 4.04
May 3.23 3.45 3.70 4.12
June 3.26 3.47 3.68 4.09
July 3.18 3.57 3.67 4.11
August 3.16 3.55 3.70 4.20
September 3.16 3.53 3.84 4.25
October 3.20 3.54 4.09 430
November 3.26 3.55 4.25 4.23
December 3.23 3.55 4.21 4.20
Annual Average 3.18 3.47 3.81 4.15






