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Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Child Statistics Program — 1999

"Today’s children are the masters of the future world,
their survival and well being, protection, and growth
is the backbone of the National Development Plan”

Convention on the Rights of Children.

The Program:

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics established the
Child Statistics Program, CSP in mid 1997, in fulfillment of
the recommendations of the national plan of action for
Palestinian children. CSP is designed to provide statistics
about the conditions of Palestinian children, and to measure
the progress achieved to meet their needs as laid out in the
Convention on the Rights of Children, (CRC). The
availability of statistics in this area shall increase the public
awareness, enable policy makers and planners to define
existing gaps, draw up plans and to assess the results of their
policies. The idea of creating the program emerged through
the participation of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
in the national steering committee of the National Plan of
Action for Palestinian children.

Program Mission:

According to the 1997 census of Palestinian Territory, more
than half of the Palestinian society is children. The mission of
CSP is to make it possible for policy makers and strategic
planners to plan ahead for the future taking into consideration
existing gaps and needs of our children based on the
provisions of the CRC, which has been endorsed by PLO. To
fulfill its mission, CSP relies on the collective and
complementary efforts of ministries, institutions and agencies
involved in childhood issues. This philosophy is consistent
with the recommendations of international community, giving
priority for Children needs and in motivating the governments
to promote a special national program for children in each
country, and to set goals and strategies to implement it.

The Program Aims to:

o Establish a statistical database which can be used asa
scientific medium for monitor the rights of Palestinian
child in survival, protection, participation and
development.

e Measure the progress achieved to meet children’s needs
according to the provisions of CRC and the Palestinian
national plan for Palestinian children.

e Cooperate and coordinate with governmental bodies,
NGO’s, and other agencies involved in childhood issues.

The Program Achievements:

e Establishment of a statistical database on Palestinian

children.

e Publication of two annual reports (April: 1998, 1999) on
situation of Palestinian children, (Palestinian children:
issues and Statistics).

Planning and implementation of the child labor survey in
cooperation with the Labor Statistics Department at
PCBS.

e Dissemination of statistics on status of Palestinian
children through posters, leaflets, press releases, and
seminars.

Development of nationally endorsed list of indicators on

Palestinian children. The endorsement process was
carried out through holding a series of user- producer
dialogue.  Users consisted of governmental bodies,
NGO’s, and other researchers and agencies.

Planned Activities in 1999/2000 Include:

e Producing the third annual reports (Palestinian children:
issues and Statistics).

e Producing special topical reports on existing gaps in
children life, such as child labor, child girl, health and
education, children of special needs, and others.

e Conduct a special survey to collect data relating to some
areas of interest to users of child statistics that are not
covered in the routine production of statistics at PCBS.

e Carry out a series of seminars and workshops on the use
of statistics in decision making process, with special
emphasis on users of child statistics.



)

-
D
The Child Statistics Program is funded
by a grant from the Government of
Sweden, through Swedish Sida
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For more information:

Child Statistics Program,

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
P.O.Box 1674, Ramallah, Palestine

Tel: (972-2) 2986340

Fax: (972-2) 2986343

E-Mail: csp@pcbs.pna.org

Web: www.pcbs.org/english/child/child.htm




