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Table 1: Estimated Palestinian Population in the World by Country of Residence, End

Year 2025
Palestinians O gaidacalal) i
Country adgall

Percent Gl Number 23a)
State of Palestine” 35.9 5,557,096 * Oadanads 4190
1948 Territory 12.0 1,855,360 1948 =)
Arab Countries 44.0 6,818,427 el Joall
Foreign Countries 8.1 1,258,756 JanY) Jsall
Total 100 15,489,639 gsanall

haadimdl o)y 2017 clinaly Slaly G Hlell daatll Aol 3l o Gise dndie i 22025 ¢ Fbadil) slasill (5all Slgall *
*Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2025. Revised Estimated based on the final results of Population, Housing and Establishments Census,

2017. Ramallah — Palestine.

2017 ddhially goalll Alls s (palacald dg0 (_,.43 Csiadaaldl) sl aae 12 Jgaa
Table 2: Population in the State of Palestine by Refugee Status and Region, 2017

Refugee Status

goanall soall) Al
Total e Non-Refugee &Y 1 | Refugee saY
Region Not Stated 9 ¢ il dihaiall
L) 2l L) 2l Lol 2aall L) 222
Percent Number Percent | Number | Percent Number Percent Number

State of 100 4,697,286 0.7 33,166 57.1 2,683,560  42.2 1,980,560 | cuhdi ilss
Palestine
West Bank 100 2,823,633 1.1 32,403 72.6 2,049,782 26.3 741,448 dapall dal)
Gaza Strip 100 1,873,653 0.1 763 33.8 633,778 66.1 1,239,112 5e gl

Ramallah - Palestine.

cOshedimdl ol L2l Al A Gasle 12017 clandly Sladly GSall plell daxill L2018 ¢ Adaldl) slasdl Gl Slgal
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2018. Population, Housing and Establishments Census 2017: Census Final Results - Summary. 2017.
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2025 pladl dilgs cdbaiall cunn Cpabaald dlga (b jakal) GlSud) 23 13 Jgaa
Table 3: Estimated Population in the State of Palestine by Region, End Year 2025

daudl) o) aae
Governorate Adzdlaall
Percent Number of Population
State of Palestine 100 5,557,096 Claald 499
West Bank 61.7 3,430,062 f\,s:aj.‘\ sl
Jenin 6.7 370,515 Osia
Tubas & Northern Valleys 13 72,413 Llleddl ey ulish
Tulkarm 3.9 214,818 sk
Nablus 8.1 451,724 ol
Qalgiliya 2.4 133,857 s
Salfit 1.6 90,808 Cutls
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 7.1 388,633 Sadly i ),
Jericho & Al Aghwar 1.0 57,746 sy
Jerusalem 9.3 518,097 el
Bethlehem 4.6 257,137 aal
Hebron 15.7 874,314 Jual)
Gaza Strip 38.3 2,127,034 56 gUad

SOlaedi=d) o)y 2017 clasally Slually OISl alall Slasill £lgil) il o dise dakie s 12025 kil slasdd (el gl
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2025. Revised Estimated based on the final results of Population, Housing and Establishments Census,
2017. Ramallah — Palestine.
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2025 pladl dilgs ¢ uindly dilaially seal) s Cphaald dlga A jakal) OlSl) aae 14 Jgan

2025 Hal s 3 O sislaldill :PCBS

Table 4: Estimated Population in the State of Palestine by Age, Region and Sex, End Year 2025

86 g lUad Al daal Chaeald A1
Gaza Strip West Bank State of Palestine
Age aall
&) By Cpedall SIS &l sSa Cpedadl SIS &l BY) Cpeiadl IS
Females Males Both Sexes Females Males Both Sexes Females Males Both Sexes

0-4 141,142 148,059 289,201 208,096 215,776 423,872 349,238 363,835 713,073 4-0

5-9 137,743 143,640 281,383 193,479 201,399 394,878 331,222 345,039 676,261 9-5
10-14 127,730 133,174 260,904 177,959 187,420 365,379 305,689 320,594 626,283 14-10
15-19 115,958 118,959 234,917 165,773 172,952 338,725 281,731 291,911 573,642 19-15
20-24 93,700 94,965 188,665 153,398 158,946 312,344 247,098 253,911 501,009 24-20
25-29 84,709 84,530 169,239 142,427 148,921 291,348 227,136 233,451 460,587 29-25
30-34 84,888 83,127 168,015 131,718 140,034 271,752 216,606 223,161 439,767 34-30
35-39 68,187 66,095 134,282 110,312 115,161 225,473 178,499 181,256 359,755 39-35
40-44 50,129 47,770 97,899 86,669 86,944 173,613 136,798 134,714 271,512 44-40
45-49 40,971 39,590 80,561 75,445 76,370 151,815 116,416 115,960 232,376 49-45
50-54 32,086 31,668 63,754 66,549 68,915 135,464 98,635 100,583 199,218 54-50
55-59 25,133 25,490 50,623 55,147 57,327 112,474 80,280 82,817 163,097 59-55
60-64 21,027 21,777 42,804 43,855 45,637 89,492 64,882 67,414 132,296 64-60
65-69 13,954 13,307 27,261 31,420 31,784 63,204 45,374 45,091 90,465 69-65
70-74 9,918 8,653 18,571 19,198 18,306 37,504 29,116 26,959 56,075 74-70
75-79 6,070 5,214 11,284 12,108 10,536 22,644 18,178 15,750 33,928 79-75
80+ 4,560 3,111 7,671 11,845 8,236 20,081 16,405 11,347 27,752 +80
Total 1,057,905 1,069,129 2,127,034 1,685,398 1,744,664 3,430,062 2,743,303 2,813,793 5,557,096 §anall

Cobaadimd) o1y 2017 clitially (Slesally GISall olall 2ol ALl bl le e dakie Gk 2025 ¢ abanaldl) slasdl GSal Slgall

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2025. Revised Estimated based on the final results of Population, Housing and Establishments Census, 2017. Ramallah — Palestine.
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Table 5: Percentage Distribution of Population in the State of Palestine by Age, Region and Sex, End Year 2025

2025 alal dolgs (uially ddlaially yead) cuwa Cpalacdd dlga gﬁ ol g,...;d\ sl :5 Jos

2025 Hal s 3 O sislaldill :PCBS

5 g kb Al daal Chaeald A1
Gaza Strip West Bank State of Palestine
Age _aadl
&l By Cpeaial) SIS &l < Cpediadl DS &l <A Cpeiad) DS
Females Males Both Sexes Females Males Both Sexes Females Males Both Sexes

0-4 13.3 13.8 13.6 12.3 12.4 12.4 12.7 12.9 12.8 4-0

5-9 13.0 134 13.2 115 115 115 12.1 12.3 12.2 9-5
10-14 12.1 12.5 12.3 10.6 10.7 10.7 11.1 11.4 11.3 14-10
15-19 11.0 111 11.0 9.8 9.9 9.9 10.3 10.4 10.3 19-15
20-24 8.9 8.9 8.9 9.1 9.1 9.1 9.0 9.0 9.0 24-20
25-29 8.0 7.9 8.0 8.5 8.5 8.5 8.3 8.3 8.3 29-25
30-34 8.0 7.8 7.9 7.8 8.0 7.9 7.9 7.9 7.9 34-30
35-39 6.4 6.2 6.3 6.5 6.6 6.6 6.5 6.4 6.5 39-35
40-44 4.7 4.5 4.6 5.1 5.0 51 5.0 4.8 4.9 44-40
45-49 3.9 3.7 3.8 4.5 4.4 4.4 4.2 4.1 4.2 49-45
50-54 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.9 4.0 3.9 3.6 3.6 3.6 54-50
55-59 2.4 24 2.4 3.3 34 3.3 2.9 29 2.9 59-55
60-64 21 2.0 2.0 2.7 2.6 25 2.3 24 24 64-60
65-69 1.3 1.2 1.3 1.9 1.8 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.6 69-65
70-74 0.9 0.8 0.9 1.1 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 74-70
75-79 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.6 79-75
80+ 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.5 +80
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 Eganal)

b= o1y 2017 clistally (Slasally GISall alall Slasil Agledl bl e e dakio ik 2025 ¢ abanaddl) slasdl GGl Slgall

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2025. Revised Estimated based on the final results of Population, Housing and Establishments Census, 2017. Ramallah — Palestine.
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2023-2011 Abiblaall con (palacald d1ga gﬁ ouilisly das pil) aslaal) gﬁ Alaal) z el agee 16 Js
Table 6: Registered Marriages at the Shari’a Courts and Churches in the State of Palestine by Governorate, 2011-2023

2025 Hal s 3 O sislaldill :PCBS

Year

Governorate — Adadlaall
2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
State of Palestine - 43,430 45,018 41,221 44,320 43,515 47,218 49,930 50,438 43,732 42,698 40,292 36,284 Claaatd 41 g
West Bank 21,420 24,263 24,443 20,493 27,280 28,378 29,977 30,827 29,701 27,638 25,388 23,764 20,165 Ay Al daal
Jenin 2,375 1,813 2,384 2,038 2,397 3,121 3,385 3,724 3,590 3,298 3,180 2,997 2,792 O
Tubas & Northern Valleys 641 706 670 571 684 662 755 836 766 739 604 578 517 | Adedl eVl odish
Tulkarm 1,856 2,238 2,172 1,821 1,983 2,110 2,201 2,547 2,296 2,082 1,888 1,750 1,585 e S5k
Nablus 2,447 3,653 3,150 2,953 3,610 3,839 4,130 4,129 3,971 3,857 3,558 3,414 2,803 ol
Qalgiliya 1,151 1,272 1,296 1,047 1,277 1,257 1,256 1,319 1,220 1,113 1,018 982 909 Alals
Salfit 671 738 753 555 814 858 875 912 958 805 807 866 770 Gl
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 2,642 2,795 2,898 2,374 3,139 3,164 3,338 3,248 3,020 3,089 2,836 2,832 1,957 SPPUNE!
Jericho & Al Aghwar 375 393 499 364 371 450 413 418 457 424 300 334 316 BRI PIEN
Jerusalem* 1,603 2,263 2,497 2,330 3,056 3,239 3,363 3,199 3,263 2,931 2,896 2,191 1,397 *oell
Bethlehem 1,776 1,875 1,277 925 1,863 1,670 1,744 1,939 1,943 1,798 1,425 1,529 1,097 PEURLIT
Hebron 5,883 6,517 6,847 5,515 8,086 8,008 8,517 8,556 8,217 7,502 6,876 6,291 6,022 Jdsl
Gaza Strip - 19,167 20,575 20,728 17,040 15,137 17,241 19,103 20,737 16,094 17,310 16,528 16,119 336 pUad
North Gaza - 3,720 3,983 4,135 3,174 2,835 3,387 3,641 4,094 3,089 3,405 3,071 2,982 556 Jwd
Gaza - 6,754 7,282 7,038 6,071 5,477 6,281 6,944 7,315 5,966 6,276 5,980 6,115 (B
Dier al Balah - 2,728 2,971 3,023 2,463 2,051 2,394 2,728 2,820 2,160 2,394 2,190 2,149 il
Khan Yunis - 3,759 3,962 4,000 3,251 3,066 3,197 3,564 4,096 3,010 3,182 3,258 3,077 SIS
Rafah - 2,206 2,377 2,532 2,081 1,708 1,982 2,226 2,412 1,869 2,053 2,029 1,796 B

* There is under reporting in marriage cases in Jerusalem Governorate for the years 2011

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2025. Database of Marriage and Divorce, (2011-2023). Ramallah-Palestine.

Note: Data for Gaza Strip for 2023 is incomplete due to the Israeli aggression against the Strip.
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Table 7: Registered Divorces in the State of Palestine by Governorate, 2011-2022

2023-2011 Akdlaall s Cpplacald 4153 gﬁ dlaal) @l clegdy 17 g

2025 Hal s 3 O sislaldill :PCBS

Year Gl
Governorate Adzblaal)
2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
State of Palestine - 9,564 9,794 8,006 8,551 8,509 8,568 8,510 8,179 7,603 7,114 6,574 6,155 Cadaald Al
West Bank 4,897 5,302 5,605 4,558 5,369 5,362 5,326 5,165 4,914 4,725 4,095 3,749 3,392 dupll ol
Jenin 594 706 760 638 731 720 688 675 594 601 428 461 423 O
Tubas & Northern Valleys 107 155 141 107 150 105 129 128 96 97 86 65 61 kel L)Yy ubish
Tulkarm 478 483 467 420 426 464 462 493 459 469 358 324 283 axlsh
Nablus 772 830 839 688 770 783 857 750 713 694 614 590 558 o
Qalgiliya 244 308 308 227 315 285 249 295 248 220 209 191 141 Al
Salfit 156 161 155 145 155 154 172 188 170 133 139 114 102 Cudl
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 759 695 776 665 806 825 730 659 735 683 720 564 492 Sally 1 Al
Jericho & Al Aghwar 105 132 111 93 125 98 107 82 120 125 100 88 89 sVl ta:‘j
Jerusalem 597 699 759 489 525 595 635 619 614 615 527 492 445 el
Bethlehem 221 238 232 197 238 251 254 261 225 221 149 182 140 PEN LT
Hebron 864 895 1,057 889 1,128 1,082 1043 1015 940 867 765 678 658 Jalall
Gaza Strip - 4,262 4,189 3,448 3,182 3,147 3,242 3,345 3,265 2,878 3,019 2,825 2,763 856 glUdd
North Gaza - 828 839 703 581 616 601 647 608 550 606 526 548 8 Jlad
Gaza - 1,399 1,380 1,199 1,195 1,127 1200 1179 1,192 1,080 1,066 1,022 983 373
Dier al Balah - 652 618 482 493 435 448 493 501 393 460 382 397 e
Khan Yunis - 828 819 648 537 619 580 618 574 494 549 519 506 EETIES
Rafah - 555 533 416 376 350 413 408 390 361 338 376 329 )

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2025. Database of Marriage and Divorce, (2011-2023). Ramallah-Palestine.

Note: Data for Gaza Strip for 2023 is incomplete due to the Israeli aggression against the Strip.
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2023-2011 cakiblaall cuus (aboald dlga (B oA 71950 Jana 18 Jg2a

Table 8: Crude Marriage Rate in the State of Palestine by Governorate, 2011-2023

2025 Hal s 3 O sislaldill :PCBS

Year

Governorate e ALdlaal)
2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
State of Palestine - 8.1 8.6 8.1 8.9 9.0 10.0 10.8 11.1 9.9 9.9 9.5 8.8 Crbaath 493
West Bank 6.6 7.6 7.8 6.7 9.1 9.7 10.5 11.0 10.8 10.2 9.6 9.2 7.9 L 40 Aaal)
Jenin 6.7 5.2 7.0 6.1 7.4 9.8 10.8 12.2 12.0 11.2 11.0 10.6 10.1 O
\T/:ﬁgjs& Northern 9.3 10.5 10.2 8.9 10.8 10.7 125 14.1 13.2 12.9 10.8 10.5 9.6 | el JieYls ulish
Tulkarm 9.0 11.1 10.9 9.3 10.3 11.2 11.9 14.0 12.8 11.8 10.8 10.2 9.4 Sk
Nablus 5.7 8.6 7.6 7.2 9.0 9.8 10.7 10.9 10.7 10.6 9.9 9.7 8.1 ol
Qalgiliya 9.1 10.2 10.7 8.8 11.0 11.0 11.3 12.1 11.4 10.6 9.9 9.7 9.2 aLals
Salfit 7.8 8.8 9.2 6.9 10.4 11.2 11.7 12.5 13.4 11.5 11.8 13.0 11.8 Cuila
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 7.1 7.7 8.2 6.8 9.2 9.5 10.2 10.1 9.5 9.9 9.2 9.4 6.6 3omll s ) o)
Jericho & Al Aghwar 6.8 7.2 9.4 7.0 7.2 8.9 8.3 8.6 9.5 9.0 6.4 7.3 7.0 sy gl
Jerusalem* 3.3 4.7 5.3 5.0 6.8 7.3 7.8 75 7.8 7.1 7.2 5.5 3.6 * il
Bethlehem 7.3 7.8 5.4 4.0 8.3 7.6 8.1 9.2 9.4 8.9 7.2 7.9 5.8 G
Hebron 7.2 8.1 8.8 7.2 10.9 11.1 12.1 12.4 12.2 11.4 10.8 10.1 9.9 Jalal)
Gaza Strip - 8.8 9.8 10.1 8.6 7.8 9.2 10.4 11.6 9.3 10.3 10.1 10.2 536 b
North Gaza - 8.6 9.6 10.2 8.1 75 9.3 10.3 11.9 9.2 10.5 9.8 9.8 356 et
Gaza - 9.2 10.2 10.1 8.9 8.3 9.7 11.0 11.9 10.0 10.8 10.5 11.1 5
Dier al Balah - 8.8 9.8 10.3 8.6 7.4 8.9 10.4 11.0 8.6 9.8 9.3 9.4 e
Khan Yunis - 8.8 9.6 10.0 8.3 8.1 8.7 10.0 11.8 9.0 9.8 10.3 10.0 ERTERN
Rafah - 8.2 9.1 10.0 8.5 7.2 8.6 9.9 11.0 8.8 9.9 10.1 9.2 D)

“*There is under reporting in marriage cases in Jerusalem Governorate for the year 2011

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2024. Database of Marriage and Divorce, (2011-2023). Ramallah-Palestine.

Note: Data for Gaza Strip for 2023 is incomplete due to the Israeli aggression against the Strip.
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2023-2011 (dbdlaal) o (yulacald dlga Qg Al Dall Jaa 19 Jgan
Table 9: Crude Divorce Rate in the State of Palestine by Governorate, 2011-2023

Year asud)
Governorate ALdlaal)
2023 | 2022 | 2021 | 2020 | 2019 | 2018 | 2017 | 2016 | 2015 | 2014 | 2013 | 2012 | 2011
State of Palestine - 1.8 1.9 1.6 1.7 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.6 15 Cadaald 4394
West Bank 15| 17 18 15 18 18 1.9 18 18 18 15 1.4 13 Al A
Jenin 20| 20 22 19 2.2 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.0 2.0 15 16 15 O
\T/‘;ﬁgjs& Northern 15| 23 21 17 2.4 1.7 2.1 2.2 16 1.7 15 1.2 11| Adleal Yl sk
Tulkarm 22| 24 23 22 2.2 25 25 2.7 2.6 2.7 21 1.9 17 ik
Nablus 19| 20 20 17 1.9 2.0 2.2 2.0 1.9 1.9 17 17 16 ol
Qalgiliya 22| 25 25 19 2.7 25 2.2 2.7 2.3 2.1 2.0 1.9 1.4 ials
Salfit 21| 19 19 18 2.0 2.0 2.3 2.6 2.4 1.9 2.0 17 16 il
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 18| 19 22 19 2.4 25 2.2 2.1 2.3 2.2 23 1.9 17 Sy 4 o,
Jericho & Al Aghwar 19| 24 21 18 2.4 1.9 2.2 17 25 2.6 2.1 1.9 2.0 58y
Jerusalem 12| 15 16 11 1.2 13 15 15 15 15 13 1.2 11 sl
Bethlehem 09| 10 10 09 11 11 1.2 1.2 11 11 0.7 0.9 0.7 s
Hebron 09| 11 14 12 15 15 15 15 1.4 13 1.2 11 11 il
Gaza Strip | 20 20 17 16 16 17 18 18 17 18 17 17 5 ¢l
North Gaza 19 20 17 15 16 16 18 18 16 1.9 1.7 18 5 Jlad
Gaza 19 19 17 18 1.7 1.9 1.9 1.9 18 18 18 18 o
Dier al Balah |21 20 16 1.7 16 1.7 1.9 2.0 16 1.9 16 17 e
Khan Yunis | 19 20 16 1.4 16 16 17 17 15 17 16 17 sl
Rafah |21 20 16 15 15 18 18 18 17 16 1.9 17 -y

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2025. Database of Marriage and Divorce, (2011-2023). Ramallah-Palestine. il oy .(2023-2011) BBl #1530 iy 5206 2025 (il elaadll gl Slgal

Note: Data for Gaza Strip for 2023 is incomplete due to the Israeli aggression against the Strip. gl e L) lsaad) Cases AlaSa je 2023 alall 532 g i iy 13kaadle
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Table 10: Demographic Indicators in the State of Palestine by Region, Selected Years

§ilida Cigid ddlaiall Cos OM;UJ"L‘;A dd)2 gandl) Cilpiall (adla 110 Jgas

2025 Hal s 3 O sislaldill :PCBS

Year

Al
Indicator igall
2025 | 2024 | 2023 | 2022 | 2021 | 2020 | 2019 | 2018 | 2017 | 2016 [ 2015 2010
State of Palestine Cabadd 453
Sex Ratio 102.6 102.7 103.2 103.3 103.4 103.4 103.5 103.5 103.6 103.3 103.3 103.1 einll A
Dependency Ratio 66.7 68.2 68.6 69.3 69.9 70.6 71.2 71.9 72.5 72.3 73.0 78.7 Aley) dws
Median Age 21.6 214 21.3 21.1 21.0 20.8 20.7 20.5 20.3 20.0 19.8 18.5 Jocsgll eall
Crude Birth Rate 28.0 28.4 28.8 29.1 29.5 29.9 30.2 30.5 30.7 30.9 31.9 32.8 Al adlpdl) Jaea
Crude Death Rate 3.7 3.7 37 3.7 3.7 3.8 3.8 35 3.6 4.1 Al bl Jans
Total Fertility Rate ***3.8 **4.1 *4.4 S dpaddl Jase
Marriages Registered 43,430 45,018 41,221 44,320 43,515 47,218 49,930 50,438 37,228 zlssl) agie Sl
Crude Marriage Rate 8.1 8.6 8.1 8.9 9.0 10.0 10.8 111 9.3 Al Z1g5l Jaea
Divorces Registered 9,564 9,794 8,006 8,551 8,509 8,568 8,510 8,179 6,150 DU cilegiy alach
Crude Divorce Rate 1.8 1.9 1.6 17 1.8 18 1.8 1.8 1.5 Al @Bl Jans
Average Household Size 4.9 5.0 5.0 51 51 51 5.2 55 Y ana Jassgic
West Bank dual ol
Sex Ratio 103.5 103.6 103.7 103.7 103.8 103.9 103.9 104.0 104.1 103.3 103.3 103.1 Cial) A
Dependency Ratio 63.1 63.5 63.9 64.4 64.9 65.5 66.2 67.0 67.9 66.6 67.4 73.7 ey Lo
Median Age 229 227 225 223 221 21.9 21.7 214 21.2 21.2 20.9 194 Ll jeall
Crude Birth Rate 25.9 26.2 26.6 26.9 27.2 27.5 27.7 28.0 28.1 28.5 29.0 30.1 Al adlgall Jasa
Crude Death Rate 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 4.0 4.0 3.7 3.7 4.2 AAl) gl Jae
Total Fertility Rate ***3.8 **3.7 *4.0 SN Agadll Jara
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Bilide cilginad ddlatall Coen Cplacald dlga Ljﬁ dd)2 gandl) Cpéigall (adla (@U) 10 Js
Table 10 (Cont.): Demographic Indicators in the State of Palestine by Region, Selected Years

Year L)
Indicator igal)
2025 | 2024 | 2023 | 2022 | 2021 | 2020 2019 | 2018 | 2017 | 2016 | 2015 | 2010

Marriages Registered 21,420 24,263 24,443 20,493 27,280 28,378 29,977 30,827 29,701 20,185 zlol agee Maci
Crude Marriage Rate 6.6 7.6 7.8 6.7 9.1 9.7 10.5 11.0 10.8 8.1 Al )93l Jaea
Divorces Registered 4,851 5,302 5,605 4,558 5,369 5,362 5,326 5,165 4,914 3,273 Sl cile gy alac
Crude Divorce Rate 1.5 1.7 1.8 1.5 1.8 1.8 1.9 1.8 1.8 1.3 Al DUl Jaas
Average Household Size 4.7 4.7 4.7 4.7 4.7 4.9 4.8 4.9 5.2 ) ana Jasgie
Gaza Strip 8 g ki
Sex Ratio 101.1 101.4 102.7 102.7 102.7 102.7 102.8 102.8 102.8 103.3 103.3 103.1 oaall dua
Dependency Ratio 72.8 76.1 75.9 76.9 77.8 78.6 79.2 79.7 80.1 82.1 82.7 87.4 Aley) du
Median Age 19.8 19.6 19.5 19.3 19.3 19.2 19.2 19.1 19.1 18.4 18.2 17.2 Lgll el
Crude Birth Rate 311 31.5 32.0 324 32.9 334 34.0 34.4 34.7 35.8 36.3 371 Al i) Jaea
Crude Death Rate 3.7 3.4 34 3.4 3.5 3.5 3.4 3.3 34 4.0 Al gl Jans
Total Fertility Rate ***3.9 **4.5 *5.2 S Apadll Jara
Marriages Registered 19,167 20,575 20,728 17,040 15,137 17,241 19,103 20,737 17,043 zlol agee Alach
Crude Marriage Rate 8.8 9.8 10.1 8.6 7.8 9.2 10.4 11.6 111 Al 21950 Jaea
Divorces Registered 4,262 4,189 3,448 3,182 3,147 3,242 3,345 3,265 2,877 D cilegiy alach
Crude Divorce Rate 2.0 2.0 1.7 1.6 1.6 1.7 1.8 1.8 1.9 Al @Bl Jass
Average Household Size 5.3 55 5.6 5.7 55 5.6 5.7 6.4 ) ana Jausgie

(...): Not available. s e 2(..))
(*): Data for (2008-2009). -(2009-2008) 55l s bl :(*)
(*): Data for (2011-2013). .(2013-2011) 85l i il 2 (%)
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Introduction

Demographics is a vital part of development and planning for all nations and societies on
political, social and economic levels. In Palestine, demographics is largely important as the
population plays a fundamental role in comprehensive Palestinian development and economic
progress, especially in light of limited natural resources and political options. It is within this
context that PCBS has prepared this report to serve as a database and a basic starting point for
the establishment of a Palestinian population policy.

This report contains the results of the latest official censuses and the most significant statistical
indicators on the number of Palestinians throughout the world, along with other demographic
facts. PCBS used data available from a variety of sources, including the census and surveys
conducted by PCBS, in addition to the administrative records of relevant Palestinian ministries
and institutions.

The report contains the most up to date estimates of the number of Palestinians in Diaspora and
inside 1948 Territories and their most significant demographic features. The report also
provides updated estimates of the number of Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

The formulation of comprehensive data on the Palestinian population is a thorny and complex
issue due to objective reasons related to the sources of data and the fact that some Palestinians
who live abroad integrate into the host countries, making it difficult to obtain data on
Palestinians residing in those countries.

Despite the fact that PCBS used the database provided by UNRWA on the number of
Palestinians in the areas where it operates outside Palestine, including Jordan, Syria and
Lebanon, those data remain incomplete due to difficulties and errors in the registration of
Palestinian refugees, added to the fact that not all Palestinians living abroad are refugees.

In the wake of more than five decades of Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip
following the catastrophe (Nakba) that scattered Palestinians throughout the world, this report
is a serious attempt by PCBS to put the reader, the planner and the decision maker in the overall
picture of the number of Palestinians and their most significant demographic features.

We hope that those who seek information from this report will find what they need for planning
and development towards an independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital and the
return of Palestinian refugees to their homes.

December, 2025 Dr. Ola Awad
President of PCBS
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Executive Summary

- The population of Palestinians in the world at the end of 2025 is estimated to be about 15.49
million, of whom 5.56 million live in the State of Palestine; they constitute about 36.0% of
the total number of Palestinians in the world.

- The number of the Palestinian population in historic Palestine at the end of 2025 was about
7.4 million, which is thus more than the number of Israelis in historical Palestine.

- Data available on Palestinians living in Lebanon in 2017 indicated that the percentage of
individuals under 15 years was nearly 29% while those (65 years and above) was 6.4% of
the total percentage of Palestinians living in Lebanon. The total fertility rate for Palestinian
women living in Lebanon was 2.7 births per woman and the average Palestinian household
size was 4 individuals in 2017.

- Data available on Palestinians living in the 1948 Territories at the end of 2023 indicated that
the percentage of individuals under 15 years was 30.8% for males and 29.7% for females. It
also showed that the percentage of individuals (65 years and above) was 5.1% for males and
6.3% for females. The total fertility rate for Palestinian women living in the 1948 Territories
was 2.8 births per woman and the average Palestinian household size was 4.2 individuals in
2023.

- In the State of Palestine, there are 3.43 million Palestinians living in the West Bank (61.7%)
and 2.13 million Palestinians living in Gaza Strip (38.3%) at the end of 2025.

- Data for 2017 indicated that 42.2% of Palestinians who live in the State of Palestine are
refugees, of which 26.3% in the West Bank and 66.1% in Gaza Strip.

- Data indicated a decrease in the dependency ratio in the State of Palestine, where it dropped
from 78.7 in 2010 to 66.7 in .2025

- Data indicated that there was an increase in the median age in the State of Palestine during
the period (2010-2025), where it increased from 18.5 years in 2010 to 21.4 years in 2025.

- The average household size in the West Bank decreased to .47 individuals in 2024 compared
to 5.2 individuals in 2010.
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Chapter One
Report Methodology

The formulation of development plans and social development requires the availability of several
indicators related to demographic characteristics and population, where the main indicators are
those on population and distribution of population. In line with the Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics (PCBS) policy on updating population estimates and demographic indicators
periodically, this report was prepared to provide up-to-date and reliable data on those fields for
users, researchers, scholars and planners.

The process of collecting statistical data on the Palestinian people throughout the world faces
many professional, financial and political difficulties. For example, surveys and direct field
studies cannot be conducted in many of the countries hosting Palestinians. Also, it lacks the
technical framework necessary for the selection of statistical samples for conducting surveys and
field studies. In addition, the integration of the Palestinian people into the communities in which
they reside makes the enumeration process very difficult as well as the financial cost.

There are also political obstacles to studies and field surveys in other countries since they may
conflict with the principles of the sovereignty of those countries. For all those reasons, PCBS
attempts to conduct several activities in line with the prevailing conditions so that, in terms of
professionalism, they can produce the best estimates within the available resources.

1.1 Data Sources and Methodology

Data in this report are based on a number of field surveys and censuses carried out by PCBS in
Palestine and field surveys conducted in host countries. In addition, other sources were used,
including administrative records available at international organizations as well as studies
conducted by establishments and individuals to estimate the number of Palestinians and their
demographic and social characteristics, including the report of the Commissioner General of
UNRWA, and websites that belong to centers dealing with the Palestinian cause around the
world.

On the other hand, data on the Palestinian population in the 1948 Territories are based on the
Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics (Statistical Abstract) for 2023.

It is very complicated to obtain data on Palestinians residing in 1948 Territories since the data
sources are limited to the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics. Their methodology is based on the
calculation of all Palestinians within Israel, including the Syrian Golan Heights and the J1 of
Jerusalem Governorate?, in addition to the Palestinian Territories Occupied in 1948. Therefore,
when calculating the Palestinian population in 1948 Territories, the J1* population was excluded
from the number of people in Jerusalem Governorate.

With regard to Palestinians in State of Palestine, figures depend on revised estimates based on
the latest data of the Population, Housing and Establishments Census, 2017 and based on a
developed hypothesis of anticipated trends in fertility, death rates and international immigration
of Palestinians in the State of Palestine in future years.

1J1 : Includes those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israeli occupation in 1967.

[15]
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Data on Palestinians in Jordan depends on estimates of the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA), in addition to surveys conducted in collaboration with a number of
international organizations in Jordan. UNRWA records indicated that the registered number of
Palestinian refugees in Jordan was 2,573,667 in end of 20242,

Data on the Palestinian population in Syria depends on surveys conducted in cooperation with
international organizations and reports of the Commissioner General of UNRWA and derived
from the records of the agency. UNRWA records indicated that the number of registered refugees
in Syria was 679,903 in end of 2024.

Data on the Palestinian population in Lebanon depends on surveys and censuses conducted there
in cooperation with international organizations and reports of the Commissioner General of
UNRWA and the records of the agency. UNRWA records showed that the number of Palestinian
refugees registered in Lebanon was 562,519 in end of 2024.

Data on the Palestinian population in other Arab states and foreign countries depends on the
estimates of researchers, associations and Palestinian centers.

1.2 Population Projection Assumptions
The population projections are prepared according to the final results of the Population, Housing
and Establishments Census, 2017 and according to the following assumptions:
1. Palestinians in State of Palestine: Projections of the number of Palestinians in State of
Palestine are based on the following assumptions:
e A decline of the total fertility rate by 33% during 2012-2050 in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip.
e A decline of the infant mortality rates by 50% during 2012-2050 in both the West
Bank and Gaza Strip.
¢ Negative net international migration by 8,000 migrants annually for the next ten years
(2017-2027), and zero net migration for the rest of the years until 2050.

2. Palestinians in 1948 Territories: The current annual growth rate is 1.8% according to data
from the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics.®

3. Palestinians in Arab states: It has been assumed as a steady growth rate of 2.2%.

4. Palestinians in foreign countries: It has been assumed as a steady growth rate of 1.5%.

1.3 Report Structure

The report contains a preface and four chapters. Chapter one covers the methodology. Chapter
two presents data on Palestinians in Diaspora and in historical Palestine (estimating the number
of Palestinians in the world and the demographic characteristics of Palestinians living in Jordan,
Syria, Lebanon and 1948 Territories). Chapter three focuses on the end of year estimates of the
Palestinian population in State of Palestine, the percentage distribution of population by selected
age groups, sex ratio, refugee status and other specific demographic characteristics. Chapter Four
covers the impact of the Israeli war against Gaza Strip. Finally, chapter five presents the concepts
and definitions.

2 ANNUAL OPERATIONAL REPORT, 2024 | UNRWA

3 Bureau of Statistics, the Israeli statistical yearbook 2022 indicated that the estimated annual growth rate for 2022 for those classified as Arabs 1.8
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Chapter Two

Palestinians in Diaspora and in Historical Palestine

This chapter presents a summary of the most important demographic and population indicators
of Palestinians in Diaspora and in historical Palestine.

2.1 Estimated Population of Palestinians in the World

15.5 Million Palestinians in the World at the End of 2025

Palestinians in the world are estimated to be about 15.49 million at the end of 2025: 5.56 million
in the State of Palestine, which is 36.0% of the total population of the Palestinians in the world,
.186 million in the 1948 Territories (12.0%), 6.82 million in Arab countries (44.0%) and.126
million in foreign countries 8.1% (See Table 1).

Percentage Distribution of Palestinian Population by Country of Residence,
At the End of 2025

50 -
45 -
40 - 35.9
35
30
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0 - T .
Foreign Countries The Occupied State of Palestine Arab Countries

Territories in 1948
Country of Residence

44.0

12.0

Percentage

2.2 Estimated Number of Palestinians and Israelis in Historical Palestine

7.4 Million Palestinians in historical Palestine at the End of 2025

PCBS estimates indicate that there were around 7.4 million Palestinians living in historical
Palestine at the end of 2025%. While the number of Israelis reached 7.2 million based on estimates
by the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics at the end of 2023, it is expected that their number will
reach 7.4 million by the end of 2025°.

4 Data on Palestinian population are based on estimates by PCBS  2024.
5 Israeli population are based on figures in the annual Israeli Statistical Abstract 2023.
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Estimated Population of the Palestinians and Israelis in Historical Palestine, Selected
Years
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2.3 Demographic Aspects of Palestinians in Diaspora and 1948 Territories

e Palestinians in Jordan

Available data on Palestinians living in Jordan in 2010 showed that the total fertility rate of the
Palestinian women in Jordan was 3.3 births per woman, while the crude birth rate was 29.2 births
per 1000 of total population. The infant mortality rate in the Palestinian refugee camps in Jordan
was 22.6 deaths per 1,000 live births, while the mortality rate of children under five was 25.7
deaths per 1,000 live births in 2010.°

The study of the socio-economic conditions of the Jordan's Palestinian camp refugees in 2011,
which was prepared by FAFO, showed that 39.9% of the total number of individuals in the
Palestinian camps in Jordan aged under 15 years, while the percentage of elderly (65 years and
above) was 4.3%. In addition, the average household size was 5.1 individuals.’

e Palestinians in Syria

Data available on Palestinians living in Syria showed that 33.1% of the population were under
the age of 15, while it was 4.4% for those aged 65 years and above in 2009.% Data also indicated
that the average size of the Palestinian household is 4.1 individuals in 2010 and the population
growth was 1.6% for the same year. On the other hand, the total fertility rate in 2010 among
Palestinian women living in Syria reached 2.5 births per woman. In addition, the crude birth rate
was 29.2 per 1000 of the total population. Moreover, the infant mortality was 28.2 deaths per
1000 live births and the mortality rate among children under five years was 31.5 deaths per 1000
live births.®

In 2006, the percentage of the Palestinian population in Syria aged 15 years and above, who have
never been married was 48.3% among males and 40.8% among females. In addition, the
percentage of Palestinian widowed females living in Syria is high, as it reached 4.2% compared
to 0.5% of widowed males.*°

SUNRWA, 2011. UNRWA STATISTICS -2010- First issue, selected indicators.

" FAFO, the socio-economic conditions of the Jordan's Palestinian camp refugees study 2011
8 PCBS, 2011. Palestinian Statistical Yearbook No. 11. Ramallah- Palestine.

® lbid 5.

0 1bid 6.
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e Palestinians in Lebanon

The results of the Palestinian Refugee Camps and Localities Census in Lebanon 2017 showed
that the percentage of individuals under 15 years reached about 29%, while the percentage of
those aged (65 years and above) is 6.4%. Results also indicated that Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon are concentrated in Sidon with (35.8%), followed by the North area (25.1%), Tyre
(14.7%), Beirut (13.4%), Al Chouf (Mount Lebanon) (7.1%) and Bekaa (4.0%). Results also
indicated that (4.9%) of the Palestinian refugees have a nationality other than the Palestinian.

The Average Household Size was 4 individuals. Also, the percentage of female-headed
households was 17.5%. The total fertility rate of Palestinian women in Lebanon was 2.7 births.

Results indicated that 7.4% of the Palestinian refugees (11 years and above) are illiterate (cannot
read or write). The percentage of enrollment in education for individuals aged 3 years and above
was 33.7%, and the percentage of those who hold a university degree and higher reached 11.9%.

Furthermore, results showed that the unemployment rate among Palestinian refugees at the age
of 15 years and above in Lebanon was 19.4% of the total number of individuals participating in
the labor force.

e Palestinians in 1948 Territories

The estimated number of Palestinians living in the 1948 Territories at the end of 2025 was 1.9
million. Data available on the Palestinians living in the 1948 Territories at the end of 2023
indicated that the percentage of individuals under 15 years old was 30.8% for males and 29.7%
for females, while the percentage of individuals aged (65 years and above) was 5.1% for males
and 6.3% for females.

Moreover, fertility rates among Palestinian women living in 1948 Territories were 2.8 births per
woman in 2023 compared with 3.0 births for the Jewish woman. Data also showed that the
average Palestinian household size was 4.2 individuals'?.

11| ebanese Palestinian Dialogue Committee, Central Administration of statistics, Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (2019) The
Population and Housing Census in Palestinian Camps and Gatherings-2017, Detailed Analytical Report, Beirut, Lebanon.
12 1sraeli Central Bureau of Statistics (Statistical Abstract) for 2023.
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Chapter Three

Palestinians in the State of Palestine

This chapter summarizes the most important population and demographic indicators in the State
of Palestine at the end of 2025 based on data of surveys and administrative records.

5.6 Million Palestinians in the State of Palestine at the End of 2025

The estimated number of the population of the Palestinians in the State of Palestine at the end of
2024 was 5.56 million: 3.43 million in the West Bank (61.7%) and 2.13 million (38.3%) in Gaza
Strip. The highest population was in Hebron Governorate with 15.7% of the total population,
Jerusalem Governorate with 9.3%. While Jericho and Al - Aghwar Governorate had the lowest
population percentage of 1.0%. (See Table 3).

Percentage Distribution of Population in the State of Palestine by Governorate, at the

End of 2025
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Tubas & Northern Valleys -._l 1.3
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0 5 10 15 20
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42.2% of the Palestinian Population in the State of Palestine are
Refugees

Data of the Population, Housing and Establishments Census, 2017 showed that 42.2% of the total
Palestinian population in the State of Palestine are refugees; as their number is estimated at 1.98
million: 741 thousand in the West Bank (26.3% of the total population of the West Bank) and
1.24 million in Gaza Strip (66.1% of the total population of Gaza Strip). (See Table 2).

[21]



PCBS: Palestinians at the End of 2025

36 % of Population in the State of Palestine are Under 15 Years Old

Palestinian society is a young society, as 36.3% of the population are under 15 years old at the
end of 2025. There are distinct regional differences as this percentage reached 34.6% in the West
Bank compared to 39.1% in Gaza Strip. Whereas, the percentage of those aged (65 years and
above) was 3.7%: 4.2% in the West Bank and 3.1% in Gaza Strip. (See Table 5)

Sex Ratio in the State of Palestine is 102.6 Males per 100 Females

At the end of 2025, there were 2.81 million males in the State of Palestine compared to 2.74
million females, a sex ratio of 102.6. In the West Bank, there were 1.74 million males and 1.69
million females, a sex ratio of 103.5 In Gaza Strip, there were 1.07 million males and 1.06 million
females, a sex ratio of 101.1. (See Table 4)

A Decline in Dependency Ratio in the State of Palestine

Data indicated that the dependency ratio decreased in the State of Palestine from 78.7 in 2010 to
66.7 in 2025. However, there was a distinct difference between the West Bank and Gaza Strip,
as this ratio decreased in the West Bank from 73.7 in 2010 to 63.1 in 2025, while it decreased
from 87.4 in 2010 to 72.8 in Gaza Strip in 2025. (See Table 10).

21.4 Years is the Median Age in the State of Palestine

There has been a slight increase in the median age in the State of Palestine during (2010-2025).
It increased from 18.5 years in 2010 to 21.4 years in 2025. In the West Bank, the median age
increased from 19.4 years in 2010 to 22.9 years in 2025, while it increased from 17.2 in 2010 to
19.8 years in Gaza Strip in 2025. (See Table 10)

A Decline in Average Household Size in the West Bank

Estimates indicate a decline average household size in the West Bank compared to 2010, as the
average household size declined to 4.7 individuals in 2024 compared to 5.2 individuals in 2010..
(See Table 10).

Fertility Rates are Declining on a Constant Basis in the State of Palestine

During the last decade, the fertility rate in the State of Palestine began to decline. The results of
the Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2019-2020, indicated that the total fertility rates
in Palestine have been declining since 1999 up to 2019. They decreased from 4.6 births per
woman to (5.8 in the Gaza Strip and 4.1 in the West Bank) to 3.8 births per woman during the
period 2017-2019 (3.9 in the Gaza Strip and 3.8 in the West Bank). (See Table 10).
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Fertility Rates in the State of Palestine by Region for Selected Years

| Gaza Strip @ West Bank u Palestine
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5 - 4.6
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Fertility rates
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Sources: *Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2005. Demographic and Health Survey- Main findings, 2004. Ramallah-Palestine.
**Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2019-2020 (PMICS).
Ramallah-Palestine.

A Decrease in Marriage Contracts Registered in the West Bank in 2023 by about
11.7% Compared to 2022

Data showed that the number of registered marriages in 2023 in the West Bank reached 21,420
marriage contracts compared to 24,263 marriage contracts in 2022 (That is, a decrease of 2,843
contracts). (See Table 6).

A Decrease by 8.5% in the Registered Divorce Cases in the West Bank in 2023
Compared to 2022

The number of registered divorce cases in Sharia Courts reached 4,851 in the West Bank during
2023 compared to 5,302 cases in 2022 (a decrease of 450 cases compared to 2022).. (See Table
7).
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Chapter Four

Impact of the Israeli aggression on Gaza Strip

The Demographic Reality of the Population of Gaza Strip on the Eve of the Israeli
Occupation Aggression

On October 71, 2023, the Israeli occupation raged a brutal war against Gaza Strip, targeting all
kinds of life there; humans, buildings, and vital infrastructure. Cities became rubble, and bombs
branded houses, walls, memory, and pages of history with destruction, as entire neighborhoods
became history, entire families were erased from the civil register. There are catastrophic human
and material losses, yet this brutal aggression against all of Gaza Strip continues. The West Bank
wasn’t spared from this brutal aggression, where it suffered from the continuous Israeli arrests,
raids, closures, and movement constraints. This brutal aggression is an extension of the Israeli
aggression against Palestine in general, and Gaza Strip in particular. After more than 17 years of
severe collective punishment, events are escalating, throwing Gaza Strip into the crater of a
crushing war that rains bombs of death on it every now and then, killing every soul and every
type of life.

Data indicate that on the eve of the Israeli occupation aggression against Gaza Strip on October
7t 2023, about 2.2 million Palestinians were residing in Gaza Strip on an area of 365 km?,
representing about 41% of the population of the State of Palestine, most of them refugees (66%
of whom are refugees) who were displaced from their villages and cities after the 1948 war.

The Population of Gaza Strip will Decrease by 10.6% at the End of 2025

According to figures released by the Palestinian Ministry of Health, 70,942 Palestinians were
martyred in Gaza Strip, including about 18,592 of them were children and about 12,400 women,
in addition to about 11,000 missing persons. More than 100,000 Palestinians have left Gaza Strip
since the beginning of the Israeli aggression, and about 171,195 other citizens were injured until
End-December 2025 as a result of the ongoing brutal Israeli aggression. In the West Bank, the
Israeli occupation continued its aggression, as 1,102 citizens were martyred and 9,034 others
were injured as a result of attacks by the Israeli occupation forces and settlers.

Based on the above data, the estimated population of the State of Palestine at the end of 2025
reached 5.56 million Palestinians (3.43 million in the West Bank, while the estimated population
of Gaza Strip decreased for 2025 by about 254 thousand Palestinians to reach 2.13 million (a
decrease of 10.6% of the population estimates for Gaza Strip for the 2025), including more than
one million children under the age of eighteen, constituting a percentage 44% of the population
of Gaza Strip.

The age structure of the population in Gaza Strip indicates that it is a very young society. the
percentage of individuals under the age of 30 is about 54%, while the percentage of the elderly
aged 65 years and above is only about 4%. Accordingly, the median age of the population of
Gaza Strip (the age that divides the ages of the population is divided into two equal halves (about
19.8 years), meaning that half of the population is below this age and the other half is above it.
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A fundamental shift is expected in the age and population pyramid of Gaza Strip population due
to the deliberate targeting of younger age groups by the Israeli army, particularly children and
youth. This targeting threatens to distort the shape of the population pyramid, Especially the
youth, which represents the basis of the natural growth of any society.

The impact is not limited to the present, but is expected to extend into the medium and long term.
The loss of a significant portion of men and women of reproductive age is likely to lead to a
future decline in birth rates. This will contribute to a growing demographic gap It will affect the
demographics for years to come.

The Displacement of Approximately 2 Million Palestinians inside Gaza Strip, Far from
their Places of Residence

People of Gaza has repeatedly been forced to leave their homes under duress. They have lost
their houses and become refugees living in tents and in schools, trapped within walls of poverty
and war, Nearly two million Palestinians were displaced out of the approximately 2.2 million
who lived in the Gaza Strip on the eve of the Israeli offensive. yet they have not been spared
from the airstrikes and bombardment. Shelters where citizens sought refuge were bombed and
women and children were martyred.

Furthermore, thousands of Palestinian civilians, including men, women, and children, have been
illegally detained by Israeli occupation forces in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. A number of
men, women, and children have also been forcibly abducted from Gaza, and tens of thousands
have been displaced.

UN Satellite Centre imagery between September 4th and 15th, 2025, showed that thousands of
tents established on empty lots among the ruins of Gaza City, along the coast, and in less
urbanized areas of the north, had either disappeared or dramatically decreased in number.

More than 58,000 orphans in Gaza Strip: The largest orphan crisis in modern history

During the Israeli aggression against Gaza Strip, estimates have showed that 58,554 children in
Gaza Strip have lost one or both parents until October 7th, 2025, including around 17,000
children who were unaccompanied by or separated from their parents. Data indicate that 55,861
children have lost one parent (49,758 lost their father and 6,103 lost their mother), while 2,693
children have lost both parents, to face a harsh reality, and struggle to survive without support or
care. These children are living in dire conditions, as many were forced to seek refuge in torn tents
or destroyed homes, amidst a near-total absence of social care and psychological support. Their
suffering goes beyond the loss of household and shelter, extending into severe psychological and
social crises. They experience deep mental disturbances, such as depression, isolation, and
chronic fear, in the absence of safety and proper guidance. Additionally, their weak education
and poor social development leave them vulnerable to child labor and exploitation in a ruthless
environment.
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The Israeli War Destroyed the Healthcare System in Gaza Strip

The Israeli aggression against Gaza Strip since October 7%, 2023, has led to the near-total
destruction of the healthcare system, with catastrophic effects on the population's access to basic
medical services. According to the World Health Organization, up to 94% of healthcare facilities
and hospitals in Gaza have been damaged or destroyed. Only 19 of the 36 hospitals are partially
operating, and many of these provide very limited medical services due to shortages of supplies,
medical personnel, and fuel to run the generators necessary to maintain vital services. Even these
few functioning hospitals are under immense pressure from the injured and sick, amidst a severe
shortage of medicines and equipment. Hundreds of attacks on healthcare facilities have been
recorded since the start of the Israeli aggression against Gaza Strip. This high level of damage
and destruction has severely impacted the health of the population, who rely heavily on a
healthcare network that was already deteriorating before the Israeli war, making it extremely
difficult to effectively provide maternal and child, emergency, and urgent health care services.

Currently, there are only 2,000 hospital beds available across Gaza Strip for a population
exceeding two million, which is clearly insufficient to meet current needs. Of these beds, at least
40 are at risk of being lost because they are located in hospitals within newly declared evacuation
zones, while an additional 850 beds could be lost if conditions deteriorate in facilities near these
zones.

The ongoing hostilities and military presence are preventing patients from accessing healthcare,
hindering staff from providing care, and preventing the resupply of hospitals.

An Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) report for the period July—September
2025 showed that, as of August 15™, 2025, famine (IPC Phase 5) was confirmed after 22 months
of aggression. More than half a million people in Gaza Strip are facing catastrophic conditions
characterized by hunger, deprivation, and death.

Due to the ongoing aggression against Gaza Strip, over 70% of the population have been forced
to rely on contaminated and unsafe water sources. This crisis worsened sharply, reaching a
critical point in July 2025, when 95% of the households were completely unable to access safe
drinking water. Data show that 96% of the households live under water insecurity, while 90%
reported a severe deterioration in water quality. This humanitarian catastrophe resulted from the
systematic destruction of water and sanitation infrastructure, including the demolition of over
725 central water wells and 134 freshwater projects, as well as the damage of more than 700,000
meters of water networks and 700,000 meters of sewage networks. Moreover, 83% of water tanks
were disrupted, and only 40% of water facilities were partially operational. This acute shortage
in both the quantity and quality of water has led to the spread of gastrointestinal diseases, such
as diarrhea and food poisoning, adversely impacting children's health. Additionally, the
insufficient water supply affects personal hygiene and public health, increasing the risk of disease
transmission. Washing hands with soap and water is considered the most cost-effective method
for combating diarrhea and acute respiratory infections in children under five years old.
Furthermore, the difficult living conditions may lead to psychological issues, such as anxiety and
depression, along with negative effects on children's growth and development.

The crisis directly impacted public health, with waterborne diseases spiking by 150% between
April and July 2025, accounting for 44% of total medical consultations. Children were the most
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affected: 43% suffered from diarrhea, 58% from fever, 25% from acute respiratory infections,
and about half experienced skin infections. The situation worsened due to fuel shortages and
electricity cuts, which disrupted desalination plants and pumps, while the discharge of untreated
sewage into the sea and the presence of 15% of emergency waste dumps near water sources
exacerbated contamination risks and the spread of epidemics. Children’s lives in Gaza Strip have
turned into a vicious cycle of daily danger, threatening them with long-term consequences,
including stunting, chronic illnesses, and intergenerational psychological trauma.

Martyrs were Students Enrolled in Schools 18,979

Education is a fundamental human right granted to everyone under Article 26 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. In Gaza Strip, the sounds of bombs are louder than the voice of
humanity, the voice of normal life, and the voice of education. Schools and universities were
destroyed, and schools that were shelter centers were bombed. Education, which constitutes a
milestone for the residents of Gaza Strip, disappeared from the scene, and students became
trapped in a world of war, suffering, and destruction.

According to the Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Education, by the fist third of
December 2025, more than 179 public schools had been completely destroyed since the start of
the Israeli aggression against Gaza Strip, while 218 schools had been bombed and vandalized,
including 118 public schools and 100 UNRWA schools. While some schools in the West Bank
were subjected to continuous raids, a demolition notice was issued for the Khilat Amira Basic
School in the Yatta Directorate on 12/01/2025.

More than 63 university buildings in Gaza Strip were completely destroyed, while 8 universities
in the West Bank were subjected to repeated raids, vandalism, and tampering with their contents.

While the number of martyrs among students enrolled in schools in Palestine reached 18,979
martyrs, including more than 18,863 martyrs in Gaza Strip and 116 martyrs in the West Bank.
While the number of martyrs since the beginning of the Israeli occupation aggression among
students enrolled in higher education institutions in Palestine reached 1,399 male and female
students, 1,362 male and female students in Gaza Strip and 37 male and female students in the
West Bank.

The number of martyrs among teachers and school administrators in Palestine reached 797 male
and female martyrs, of whom 792 were martyred during the airstrikes on Gaza Strip, and 5 were
martyred in the West Bank. While 241 male and female employees working in higher education
institutions in Gaza Strip died due to the ongoing Israeli air strikes.
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Summary of the most Important Indicators of the Impact of the aggression on Education Sector
in Palestine by Region during the Period 07/10/2023 — 09/12/2025

Indicator Gaza Strip West Bank
Number of schools that were completely destroyed 179 -
Number of schools that were bombed or vandalized 218 -
Number of university buildings that were completely destroyed 63 .
_Number of_university buildir_lgs that were subjected to repeated break- ) 8
ins, vandalism, and tampering with their contents
Number of martyred students enrolled in schools 18,863 116
Number of martyred students enrolled in higher education institutions 1,362 37
Number of martyred teachers and administrators in schools 792 5
Number of martyrs working in higher education institutions 241 .

The sign (-) means none

Source: Ministry of Education and Higher Education, 2024. Report on the Israeli occupation’s violations of the right to
education from October 7", 2023 until December 9", 2025.

Based on the available data and spatial analysis, fieldworkers confirmed that there is no place
nor anyone safe in Gaza. These devastating statistics underscore the urgent need for international
support to rebuild educational infrastructure, provide psychosocial support to traumatized
students and staff, and ensure continued access to quality education for survivors.

The widespread destruction of housing, educational facilities and infrastructure has left more
than 40% of educational facilities damaged, leaving 695,000 students without access to
education.

A Collapse of the Economic System in Gaza Strip, a Sharp Contraction in the West
Bank's Productivity Base, and rising unemployment rates

Palestine is suffering from a social, humanitarian, environmental, and economic catastrophe that
has led to a contraction of the productive base and a distortion of the Palestinian economic
structure. The GDP in Gaza Strip declined sharply by 84% in 2025 compared to 2023, while in
the West Bank it decreased by 13% during the same period. Although the West Bank recorded a
slight increase of 4.4% in 2025 compared to 2024, the GDP in Gaza Strip continued to contract,
registering a further decline of 8.7% during the same period.

Approximately half of the Palestinian workforce is unemployed, with the unemployment rate
reaching 46% in 2025, specifically 28% in the West Bank and 78% in Gaza Strip. This reflects
the high levels of unemployment in both the West Bank and Gaza Strip, where the number of
unemployed persons reached approximately 650,000.

330,500 Housing Units were Damaged as a Result of the Israeli Occupation Aggression
against Gaza Strip

The number of buildings damaged as a result of the Israeli aggression on Gaza Strip from October
7, 2023, to July 8, 2025, reached approximately 190,115, of which 102,067 were completely
destroyed—double the number compared to the first year of the aggression—while 41,895
buildings sustained moderate damage. The number of housing units damaged from October 7,
2023, to September 27, 2025, reached approximately 330,500.
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Lack of Access to Safe Drinking Water

As a result of the Israeli occupation aggression more than 85% of water and sanitation facilities
and assets have been completely or partially out of service and require rehabilitation exceeding
one and a half billion dollars, including sewage treatment plants, desalination plants, pumping
stations, wells, water tanks, main transmission lines, water and sanitation networks, and more,
so the per capita share of water in Gaza does not exceed half of the estimated minimum
humanitarian requirement in emergency situations, which is 15 liters per person per day.
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Chapter five
Concepts and Definitions

Average Household Size (Indicator):
An indicator that measures average household size in the target population.

Crude Birth Rate (Indicator):
The number of live births per 1000 population in a given year.

Crude Death Rate (Indicator):
The number of deaths per 1000 population in a given year.

Crude Marriage Rate (CMR) (Indicator):
The number of marriages per 1000 population during a given year.

Crude Divorce Rate (CDR) (Indicator):
The number of divorces per 1000 population during a given year.

Dependency Ratio (Indicator):
Number of dependents per 100 persons of working age (Sum of the population aged 0-14 and
that aged 65 and above, to the population aged 15-64).

Infant Mortality Rate (Indicator):
Indicator that measures the probability of dying between birth and one year exactly.

Life Expectancy at Birth (Indicator):
The average number of years that a born might live if current mortality trends by age continue as
is, and until the death of all members of that born regiment

Median Age (Indicator):
Age that divides the population into two parts of equal size.

Growth Rate (Indicator):
Indicator measures the difference between births and deaths added to net international migration
divided by population in mid-year.

Sex Ratio (Indicator):
An indicator that measures the number of males per one hundred females in a given year.

Total Fertility Rate (Indicator):

Indicator that measures the average number of children a hypothetical cohort of women would
have at the end of their reproductive period if they were subject during their whole lives to the
fertility rates of a given period and if they were not subject to mortality.

Refugee Status:
This status relates to Palestinians who were forced to leave their land in Palestine when it was
occupied by Israel in 1948. It applies to their male sons and grandchildren.
- Registered Refugees: It applies to registered refugees holding refugee registration cards
issued by UNRWA.
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- Non-Registered Refugees: It applies to unregistered refugees who do not hold refugee

registration cards issued by UNRWA.
- Non-Refugee: It applies to any Palestinian who is not categorized under any of the two

aforementioned status types.
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