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Preface

It is my pleasure to present the annual report of the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) 2023, where we highlight PCBS’
performance and main achievements realized throughout the year.

2023 was a year full of tragedies, where the Israeli occupation
started its brutal aggression against Gaza Strip on October 7th,
2023, which has profoundly impacted various aspects of life. A
number of PCBS employees and their families were martyred. Also,
PCBS Gaza Office was completely destroyed along with all of its
contents. This situation was further exacerbated by the violations
committed by the Israeli occupation in the West Bank, including the
closure of checkpoints and fragmentation of the West Bank gover-
norates. Such movement restrictions and closures led to disruptions in the work schedule of
PCBS staff and necessitated the formulation of an emergency plan by PCBS. This plan was
critical to ensure the timely delivery of statistical outputs. Within the same context, PCBS has
launched and developed an interactive platform to effectively monitor and assess the impact
of the Israeli occupation aggression against Gaza Strip on different aspects of life, as well as
updating this platform on a regular and daily basis.

In 2023, a significant milestone for the PCBS was receiving the Mid-Term Review Mission
(MTR) for our Work Program 2021-2023. This mission was a crucial element of PCBS' periodic
review process, designed to thoroughly assess PCBS’ work. It aims to identify strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats inherent in its operations, aligning them to achieve the
desired goals within PCBS’ mission and vision and set forth in the Palestine Statistical Data
Strategy. This mission was carried out during a period of seven days, from September 16th to
23rd, 2023. The MTR held around 60 meetings, including institutions from both the public and
private sectors, as well as local community organizations, universities, research centers, and
international institutions. This comprehensive approach ensured a well-rounded evaluation of
PCBS work program and its alignment with our vision and mission.

Another significant achievement in 2023 was the ongoing collaboration between the PCBS
and the Ministry of Local Government for the implementation of the project on the Develop-
ment of Establishments Databases for Major Municipalities, and the Comprehensive Listing
of Establishments in the rest of localities, which will contribute to the regular and continuous
update of this database, throughout the daily work of local authorities, serving as an innovative
alternative to the traditional Establishment Census conducted by PCBS every 10 years.

Furthermore, this year marked the completion of the Agriculture Census, 2021 project. A key
output of this project was the publication of the updated report of the agriculture census results
at the national level, alongside the release of the Agricultural Statistical Atlas for Palestine.
PCBS also issued a detailed final report for each governorate and completed the preparation
of two analytical studies based on the census data, from the reality of the census results
within the project of disseminating and analyzing census results and qualifying census data.

Within PCBS’ continuous effort to integrate data science applications into the statistical work
and improve staff capacities in this field, PCBS successfully implemented a project aimed at
automating the processing stages of international trade statistics data, along with a project
on the automation of the Household Expenditure and Consumption Survey work phases.

This report comprehensively details the significant achievements of the PCBS over the past
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year, particularly in implementing the Palestine Data Strategy and work progress on the
indicators for the Sustainable Development Goals and the achievements made regarding
quality.

The report sheds light on PCBS' endeavors in expanding its network and strengthening
relations through various agreements and memorandums of understanding, as well as
training activities that aim to strengthening the capacities of partners in the National Statisti-
cal System, the user-producer- dialogue program, relations with media and the Core Funding
Group in addition to the technical missions. These missions are integral to our commitment
to keeping abreast of advancements in certain fields. Additionally, the successful implemen-
tation of the School Statistical Competition “My Future in Numbers”, marking its fifth and final
round in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and supported by UNICEF and Save the
Children.

Moreover, the report covers the harvest of 2023 in terms of the statistical calendar, including
field surveys, training and qualification activities, employee of the year 2023 and PCBS visitors.

Despite facing numerous challenges, including the ongoing financial crisis, the Israeli
aggression against Gaza Strip, and the Israeli violations in the West Bank, PCBS was keen
to perform its duties to providing the statistical figure in all fields, especially in regards to
monitoring the impacts of the Israeli aggression on Gaza Strip on all aspects of life (population,
housing, social, economic and environmental aspects), as well as keeping its effective role
and presence in all regional and international forums. Notably, PCBS focused on monitoring
the impact of these adversities on the demographic, social, economic, and environmental
aspects within Gaza Strip, while also maintaining a significant presence in regional and inter-
national forums. Since 2015, PCBS has represented the Arab region in the High-level Group
for Statistical Partnership, Coordination and Capacity-Building in the field of statistics (HLG)
for the Sustainable Development Agenda 2030 as well as fulfilling its position as Co-Chair
of the HLG during 2020-2023, in addition to its membership in the Board of Directors of the
Partnership in Statistics for Development in the Twenty-first Century (PARIS21), the Board of
Directors of the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data (GPSDD), as well as its
membership in the Board of Directors of Harvard Data Science. At the local level, PCBS is a
member of many important educational, social and economic institutions, most important of
which is the membership of the Board of Trustees of Al-Quds Open University and Al-Azhar
University, a member of the Board of Directors of the Yasser Arafat Foundation, member of
the Board of Trustees of the Palestinian Economic Policy Research Institute “MAS” and board
member. Furthermore, PCBS achieved an advanced international classification according to
the World Bank Evaluation of the National Statistical Systems and the evaluation of the Open
Data Organization (ODW).

Finally, such effort would have not been achieved without the trust of the Palestinian Leadership
in PCBS represented by H.E. Mr. President Mahmoud Abbas, and the unknown soldiers (PCBS
staff) who didn’t spare any of their efforts, energies and capabilities for the advancement and

elevation of PCBS.
Do fund

Dr. Ola Awad
President of PCBS

January, 2024
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Executive Summary

The annual report, 2023 explores, in nine chapters, the key milestones and achievements
realized on various levels. Chapter One highlights the Israeli aggression against Gaza
Strip since October 7th. This section elaborates on the efforts of the PCBS to monitor the
impacts of this aggression on demographic, social, economic, and environmental aspects.

Chapter Two highlights the most significant milestones of 2023, including the reception of
the Mid-Term Review mission for PCBS work program 2021-2023, the completion of the
Agriculture Census activities 2021, and the successful implementation of Development of
Establishments Databases for Local Authorities. It also highlights PCBS' projects in the
field of data science in statistical work, drawing on insights from experience of the UK
Office for National Statistics (ONS).

Chapter Three explores the development and institutional building on various levels. It
outlines the accomplishments and progress achieved in implementing the activities of
the Palestine Data Strategy, extending the strategy to cover 2024-2029, and the advance-
ments made concerning the Sustainable Development Goals 2030 (SDGs) indicators on
national, regional and international levels. This chapter also covers quality management,
the completion of the information technology infrastructure development project, and the
results PCBS achieved according to the Open Data Inventory (ODIN) report by the Open
Data Watch for 2022, and the World Bank Evaluation of the National Statistical Systems
for 2022.

Chapter Four covers partnerships and enhancing relations at all levels via agreements
and MoUs, enhancing the capacities of the NSS, implementing Users-Producers Dialogue,
relations with media, technical missions, relations with donors, in addition to the imple-
mentation of the School Statistical Competition “My Future in Numbers” in its fifth and
final round.

Chapter Five addresses activities and events of social nature implemented over the course
of the year such as blood donation campaigns and the participation of PCBS’ employees
in different national activities and events, in addition to implementing outdoor workdays
for employees.

Chapter Six introduces the «Harvest of 2023» in various aspects, most importantly the
statistical calendar, the degree of adherence to issuing statistical outputs on time, field
surveys, training activities targeting the qualification and enhancement of the capacities
of PCBS employees, the employee of the year 2023, in addition to the Arab and foreign
visitors and delegations to PCBS.

Chapter Seven pays tribute to PCBS staff who retired in 2023. Chapter Eight outlines
PCBS strategic directions 2024-2029. Finally, Chapter Nine documents in pictures a group
of various activities and events implemented by PCBS throughout the year.
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Advisory Council for Official Statistics 2023

The Advisory Council for Official Statistics is a national advisory entity, presided by H.E.
the Prime Minister. It benefits from membership of representatives of the public, civil and
private sectors, as well as scholars with high expertise. This Council is a key supporting
body to help PCBS fulfill its mission as best as possible. It holds two regular meetings a
year to receive updates on PCBS conduct of business and overcome obstacles. It also
discusses key issues that require its advice and guidance.

The following table shows the formation of the Advisory Council for Official Statistics
2023:

Head of the Council Secretary General
H.E. Dr. Mohammad Shtayyeh H.E. Dr. Ola Awad
Prime Minister President of PCBS
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Dr. Wael Al-Sheikh
Deputy Minister - Ministry of Health

Mr. Loay Hanash
Director General of Customs, Excise and VAT
Department - Ministry of Finance

Mr. Samer Salama
Deputy Minister - Ministry of Labour

Mr. Mohyee AlDeen Al-Ardah
Director General of Local Economic Development -
Ministry of Local Government

Dr. Amal Hamad
Minister of Women»s Affairs - Ministry of Women'’s
Affairs

Mr. Mohammad Daraghmeh
Director General of Planning and Projects
Management  Ministry of Culture

Mr. Emad Shannan
Assistant Deputy Minister - Ministry of Interior

Dr. Ma’moun Jabr
Director General of Educational Planning - Ministry
of Education

Eng. Abdullah Lahlouh
Deputy Minister - Ministry of Agriculture

Mr. Bashar Al- Saifi
Director General of the Ministry of National
Economy - Nablus

Ms. Manal Al- Nabresi
Director General of Administration and Planning -
Ministry of Social Development

Dr. Ihab Al-Qubbaj
Assistant Deputy Minister - Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research

Mr. Raed Shahwan
Director General - Investment Promotion and
Industrial Estates Agency (PIPA)

Dr. Saed Malak
Vice President - Palestine Technical University -
Khadoorie

Mr. Mohammad Atallah
Executive Director of the Monetary Stability Group
Palestine Monetary Authority

Mr. Raja Al-Khalidi
Director General - Palestinian Economic Policy
Research Institute (MAS)

Mr. Anwar Hammam
Deputy of the Department - Refugee Affairs
Department

Mr. Alaa E'moor

Branch Director - Palestinian Federation of Trade
Unions — Khan-Yunis  Palestinian Federation of
Trade Unions / Gaza

Mr. Bassam Walweel
Chairperson of the Board of Directors
of Palestinian Industries

Ms. Muna Al-Khalili
Secretary General
Palestinian Women

Ms. Muntaha Ibrahim Akram
Research and Studies Department
Association of Banks in Palestine

Mr. Sami Khader

Director General of Ma'an Development Center/
Member of the Coordination Committee Palestinian
NGOs Network

Ms. Do'a Qrei’
Executive Director/Member of the Coordination
Committee - Palestinian NGOs Network

Mr. Marwan Wishahi
Assistant Deputy Minister - Higher Council for Youth
and Sports

Dr. Laila Faidi

Member of the Board of Directors - Palestinian
Initiative for the Promotion of Global Dialogue and
Democracy “Miftah”

Dr. Nader Said
Director General - Arab World Center for Research
and Development (AWRAD)

Dr. Ali Hassan Abu Zeid
Dean of Planning and Quality Assurance Al-Azhar
University

Federation

General Union of

Ms. Aisha Hammoudah
Member of the General Secretariat - Palestinian
Federation of Trade Unions/ West Bank

Mr. Sufian Abu Harb
Assistant Under-Secretary for Administrative,
Financial and IT Affairs PCBS

Mr. Loay Shehadeh

Assistant Under-Secretary for Planning,
Development, and International Relations Affairs
PCBS

Eng. Nadi Elayyan
Director General - Engineers Syndicate

Mr. Nazeeh Mirdawi
Director - Information Department Federation
of Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture

Mr. Jawad Al-Saleh
Assistant Under-Secretary for Statistical Affairs
PCBS

Mr, Ayman Dweikat
Council Secretary - PCBS
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PCBS Council 2023

PCBS Council is vested with the formation of policies and general directions as well as au-
thorizing plans. The council was formed to expand the circle of decision making at PCBS
and consolidate the principle of management through participation. The council is formed
at the beginning of each year and includes the membership of PCBS Director Generals
and some other members as “observers”. It holds regular monthly meeting according to
the availability of matters that must be presented to the Council. The following is PCBS
Council formation 2022:

Dr. Ola Awad
President of PCBS/Chair of the Council

Mr. Jawad AlSaleh Mr. Sufian Abu Harb Mr. Loay Shehadeh Mr. Khaled Abu Khaled
Assistant Under-Secretary ~ Assistant Under-Secretary ~ Assistant Under-Secretary Director General of
for Statistical Affairs for Administrative, for Planning, Development, Registers and Statistical
Financial and IT Affairs and International Relations Monitoring
Affairs
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Mr. Hisham Ali Mr. Raed Samara Mr. Amjad Harb Dr. Saleh Al-Kafri

Director General of Director General of Director General of Director General of
Administrative and Statistical Training Information, System and Planning and Development
Financial Affairs Computer

Mr. Muhammad Qalalwa Ms. Omaima Al-Ahmad Mr. Nayef Abed Ms. Amal Jabr

Director General of Director General of Director General of Director General of
Economic Statistics Censuses Standards, Methodologies Fieldwork
and Quality

WA ‘ ]
Mr. Zahran lkhlaif Mr. Mohammed Al Omari Ms. Rana Al-Khouli Mr. Muhammad Al-Ashqar
Director General of Area Director General of Director General of Director General of
Statistics Population and Social International Relations Southern Governorates
Statistics Affairs

Mr. Mohammad Al Duraidi Mr. Haitham Zidan Mr. Hussam Khalifa Ms. Shadia Abu Al-Zein
Assistant of the Assistant Observer member Observer member Observer member
Under-secretary for
Statistical Affairs
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The Israeli occupation
initiated a widespread
and intensive aggression
against gaza Strip and
commlitted massacres
targeting civilians
(children, women, Youth
and elderly), destroying
buildings, infrastructure
like roads, transportation
and telecommunieation
networks, places of worship
(mosques and churches),
hospitals, and schools
that were used as refuge
shelters... gtc.




Chapter One




The Impact of the Israeli Occupation Aggression
against Gaza Strip

On October 7™, 2023, the Israeli occupation initiated a widespread and intensive aggres-
sion against Gaza Strip targeting civilians, buildings, infrastructure like roads places of
worship, hospitals, schools that were used as refuge shelters, and communications net-
works. Israel committed massacres against our people, including children, women, youth,
and the elderly forcing residents to flee towards the south seeking safety. The bombing
was accompanied by a full siege causing sharp shortage of basic human needs like food,
clean water, basic health supplies, in addition to fuel and gas further exacerbating the
hardship faced by the residents of Gaza Strip.

By the end of 2023, Gaza Strip population had reached approximately 2.3 million people,
the majority being refugees. This population resides in an area of merely 365 km?, leading
to an extremely high population density of about 6,102 individuals per square kilometer
- one of the highest globally. The combination of such a dense population, the dire hu-
manitarian conditions, and the extensive destruction of infrastructure presents a critical
situation requiring immediate attention and action.

1.1 Direct Impact of Aggression on the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS)

The recent aggression against Gaza Strip had a severe impact on the operations of the
PCBS. The Israeli occupation led to the complete destruction of PCBS’ three-story head-
quarters, located in Al-Rimal neighborhood at the heart of Gaza City. This significant loss
brought an abrupt halt to the implementation of the statistical program in Gaza Strip.

The Israeli aggression severely affected the lives of PCBS employees in Gaza, there were
34 employees that were forced to leave their homes, seeking refuge in the southern gov-
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ernorates, due to the destruction of their residences. Tragically, our employee Ms. Fatima
Jarad, who was supervising the Household Expenditure and Consumption Survey, lost her
life due to an Israeli strike , joining thousands of martyrs there.

In response to these challenging circumstances, PCBS proactively opened a direct com-
munication line with its displaced employees to regularly check on them and stay in
touch with them.

1.2 Measuring the impact of aggression

Since the first day of the Israeli aggression against Palestine in general, and against Gaza
Strip in particular. Within the role of PCBS being the official body entitled to provide statis-
tical data, PCBS carried out the following:

1. Forming a technical team to monitor the direct and indirect effects of the aggression.

2. Creating a special platform on PCBS' website reporting losses that includes
indicators related to the numbers of martyrs, injured, prisoners, damaged buildings,
housing units...etc., which is updated daily.

3. Issuing a series of press releases on many demographic, economic and geographical
topics, in which daily violations against citizens and their property were monitored
based on the databases available to PCBS prior to the aggression, which included:

Social and economic indicators on the impact of the Israeli occupation aggression
against Gaza Strip.

A press release entitled “Children and women of Gaza Strip face an unprecedent-
ed humanitarian catastrophe.”

The impact of the Israeli aggression on consumer prices in Gaza Strip.
« The impact of the Israeli siege on Gaza Strip.

+ The impact of the Israeli occupation aggression on the agricultural sector in Gaza
Strip, 2023.

+ Losses of the private sector in Palestine due to the Israeli occupation aggression
against Gaza Strip.

« A press release entitled: An environmental disaster that threatens the means of
life in Gaza Strip.

+ The impact of the aggression on the right to education in Palestine.
+ The impact of the aggression on the environment in Gaza Strip.
A press release about people with disabilities because of the aggression.

+ A press release entitled: 807 thousand individuals still residing in Gaza and North
Gaza governorates.

+ About (150) radio and television interviews were held with PCBS employees in
various local, Arab, and international audio, visual and written media to talk about
the effects of the aggression.
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- Based on PCBS experience during previous aggressions and wars on Gaza Strip, and im-
mediately after the end of the aggression, PCBS will:

« Conduct a comprehensive listing of the population, housing, and establish-
ments in Gaza Strip, in cooperation with all international institutions and relevant
ministries.

« Implement a multi-purpose Rapid Assessment Survey to measure the impact of
the war on various sectors.

« Update and rebuild the statistical frameworks used in implementing various
surveys, due to the drastic changes caused by the aggression.

PCBS is working to implement a rehabilitation project to our damaged offices in both
Gaza city and Khan Younis where damaged will be assessed once the aggression ends
and needs determined based on it.

Toll of Losses Due to Israeli Aggression as of December 31¢t, 2023

This section details the significant human and material losses incurred in Palestine over
the course of 2023 due to the Israeli aggression, particularly highlighting the period post
October 71, 2023.

The number of martyrs in Palestine during 2023
reached (22,404) martyrs, including (22,141)
martyrs since October 7th, 2023; (21,822) in Gaza
Strip, and (319) in the West Bank.

Martyrs

The number of the injured in Palestine during
2023 reached approximately (64,426), including
(61,519) since October 7th, 2023.

Injured

The number of detainees by the end of 2023

Detainees reached (7,800) detainees.

The number of destroyed housing units reached
(355) thousand units, of which (65) thousand
units were completely destroyed, and (290) thou-
sand housing units were partially destroyed.

Residential Units
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Highlights of Key Milestones

2.1 Mid-Term Review Mission (MTR) for PCBS Work Program 2021-2023

The PCBS has consistently undertaken both internal and external reviews on its statistical
program. These reviews aim to identify strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats
in pursuit of the desired goals, in alignment with the vision and mission set forth by the
Palestine Data Strategy. The MTR of PCBS work program 2021-2023 stands as a critical
instrument for evaluation, development, and setting national priorities.

This review, conducted from September 16 to 23, 2023, followed a well-defined method-
ology, focusing on the period from 2021 to 2023. The review process unfolded in several
structured stages, aimed at realizing the objectives of this mid-term evaluation:

+ Internal and external coordination took place to choose international experts
based on specific criteria and standard procedures for expert selection.
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The MTR conducted a thorough review of PCBS main documents, which provided
them with a comprehensive understanding of PCBS status.

International experts conducted around 60 meetings with various stakeholders,
including public and private sector institutions, local community organizations,
universities, research centers, and international institutions.

A conclusive workshop was organized, during which the experts presented their
findings and recommendations to all PCBS employees.

The mission drafted a detailed final report of the Mid-Term Review. The report
encapsulated all phases of the review process and offered recommendations

for enhancing the statistical system to better respond to both national and in-
ternational developments. The recommendations are categorized into four

main aspects: expanding partnerships and enhancing trust in official statistics,
developing capacities and enhancing performance and efficiency, facilitating
transformation by reforming the legal framework and improving the organization-
al structure, integrating in statistics methods using big data technologies and
establishing a data laboratory, and enhancing communicative performance and
statistics dissemination as well as enhancing performance reports.

Meetings of the MTR for PCBS work program 2021-2023.
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At the meeting of the Advisory Council for Official Statistics on Development of establishments databases for local authorities project

2.2 Development of Establishments Databases for Local Authorities

During 2023, PCBS continued the implementation of the Development of Establishments
Databases for Local Authorities, which aims to build a Palestinian statistical register for
establishments. The register will be updated regularly through local authorities, ensuring
the standardization of concepts, variables, and classifications among the various official in-
stitutions that work to register and license establishments, and providing a comprehensive
and updated database without the need to implement a general establishment’s census
every five years. The work plan of the project consists of two phases; the first phase is about
working with major municipalities to develop their databases and train their employees on the
concepts, variables, applications, programs used, and the updating mechanism, especially
that more than half of the establishments in Palestine are located within the borders of
those municipalities. The second phase is that conducting a comprehensive listing of es-
tablishments by PCBS (Establishments Census) in the remaining localities.

The following are the most prominent achievements of the project during 2023:

+ Holding a series of meetings with partners and donors to provide support to
cover the costs of implementing the project, including the Municipal Development
and Lending Fund, GIZ, the group of French and Italian Experts, and the World
Bank. Those meetings included presenting the project to the Advisory Council for
Official Statistics.
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Coordinating with the Ministry of Local Government and providing it with the
needs necessary to implement the project, where a technical team was formed
from the Ministry to follow up with the project management on implementation
and urge local authorities to cooperate with PCBS.

+  Working with several major municipalities that have shown a willingness to
develop their establishments databases, as work was carried out with both the
municipalities of Al-Bireh and Bethlehem, noting that work started during the past
year with the municipality of Nablus, the municipality of Asira Al-Shamaliah, the
municipality of Hizma, and the municipality of Jericho.

+ Studying the data files of economic establishments of municipalities that have a
database for establishments. Data files were studied for each of the municipali-
ties of Ramallah, Hebron, and Beit Jala.

+ Holding (5) meetings to introduce the project with about (47) local authorities, in
coordination with the Ministry of Local Government. Two meetings were held with
local authorities in Qalgilya Governorate in the presence of (19) local authorities,
and a meeting with local authorities in Bethlehem Governorate was attended by
(14) local authorities, in addition to a meeting with local authorities in Jerusalem
Governorate that included (10) local authorities, and a meeting with local author-
ities in Tubas Governorate attended by (4) local authorities. Most of those local
authorities expressed their desire to participate in this project.

+ Starting preparations to implement the establishments listing project in the
localities within the following governorates (excluding the centers of those gover-
norates): Tubas, Tulkarm, Nablus, Qalqiliya, Salfit, Ramallah and Al-Bireh, Jericho,
Bethlehem, and Hebron, in cooperation with the World Bank.

Nablus Municipality awarding President of PCBS and the work
team of the project on updating the databases of economic
establishments in the municipality.

Training of the fieldwork team on the implementation of the
Establishments Listing Survey for the benefit of Al-Bireh
Municipality.
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2.3 Agriculture Census, 2021

During 2023, PCBS continued to implement the activities of the Second Agriculture Census
Project in Palestine 2021, and in this context, the following were achieved:

Preparing and publishing the updated version of the results report of the Agricul-
ture Census for Palestine 2021, including the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Preparing and publishing 16 reports on the results of the agriculture census at the
governorate level, with one report for each governorate.

Preparing and publishing the Agricultural Statistical Atlas, 2021.

Within the project of disseminating and analyzing the Agriculture Census 2021,
the following analytical studies were reviewed and approved:

— The analytical study entitled “Analysis of the reality of agricultural holders and
holdings in the State of Palestine.”

- The analytical study entitled “Analysis of the reality of areas cultivated with
fodder crops and livestock farming in Palestine.”

Documenting and qualifying the Agriculture Census data, 2021 for public use.

President of PCBS and Minister of Agriculture handing the Agricultural Statistical Atlas of Palestine 2021 to the Prime Minister.
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2.4 Data Science Applications

Within the framework of the ongoing efforts undertaken by PCBS to circulate the use of
data science applications within statistical work and to enhance the capacities of em-
ployees in this context, and considering the MoU signed between PCBS and UK Office for
National Statistics (ONS), the following was accomplished during 2023:

+ Organizing a study visit for three of PCBS employees to ONS and the Data Science
Campus, during which they were introduced to the most important projects that
are based on data science tools for preparing official statistics and the most
prominent success stories.

Receiving a technical mission on data stewardship, during which the experience
of ONS on data stewardship was shared, and it is being followed up, with the aim
of preparing a strategy for PCBS on data stewardship.

« Implementing a project on automating the stages of processing international
trade statistics data, within what is known as (Mentoring agreement), where the
requirement was accomplished through using (R) language throughout a series of
weekly lectures that were held online.

+ Implementing a project on automating the stages of work on the Household
Expenditure and Consumption Survey (PECS), where the requirement was accom-
plished through using (R) language, within the (Data Science Accelerator Program)
project, which is organized annually by ONS in cooperation with (OND Data
Science Campus).

A technical mission from ONS on data stewardship.
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Development and Institutional Building

3.1 Palestine Data Strategy 2024-2029

Palestine statistical Data Strategy 2024-2029 is an updated version and extension of the
Palestine Data Strategy 2022-2026 with the same strategic levels and sub-elements, and
reflects the interventions required in accordance with the recommendations of the MTR
for PCBS work program 2021-2023. The strategy has been updated based on the lessons
learned from implementing previous strategies, specifically the National Strategy for the
Development of Official Statistics 2018-2022, and for the Palestine Data Strategy to be
consistent and harmonious with the Palestinian National Development Plan 2024-2029,
as well as with the ministries’ strategies 2024-2029, PCBS decided to update and complete
the strategy to include the years 2024-2029.

The updated strategy of 2024-2029 presents a vision for the development of statistics
in Palestine for the coming years and consolidates what has been accomplished so far.
While, at the same time, explores new paths to modernize and transform the statistical
system through innovation in statistical work, tools, and methods, and aspires to build a
National Statistical System based on administrative records. The strategy also provides
a future vision in using economic forecasts as a reference in planning economic policy
making by decision makers, preparing the government’s general budget, as well as the
ability to collect and analyze data using artificial intelligence tools. As well as developing
sampling techniques for statistical surveys and developing an integrated system of sta-
tistical evidence and classifications within the national statistical system and applying the
national framework for quality assurance and the metadata framework within the national
statistical system.

>

A workshop on preparing Palestine Data Strategy
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The strategy is based on a general and main goal “To Give more value by focusing on
quality, and coverage” comprehensiveness,” in addition to three strategic tiers and (13)
sub-elements, as follows:

Tier 1: Transformation of the data eco-system, which includes the following sub-ele-
ments:

Extensive use of available data+ Effective transformation of the data system.
Development of concrete results from key partnerships within the NSS.

A sound and reliable Business Register. « Development of a comprehensive and
updated agricultural holdings register.

Tier 2: Steering factors and interventions, which includes the following sub-elements:

Strengthening trust in official statistics.

Promoting awareness on the importance of statistics for evidence-based decision
making

Putting quality high in the statistical agenda.
Alignment with international standards.

Tier 3: Supporting factors and interventions, which includes the following sub-elements:

A modern and powerful technology.

Capacitated human resources.

Encompassing the whole data value-chain. (collection, analysis, and publication).
Continuation of the feasible and relevant census and survey program..

The following are the activities that were implemented during 2023 at the strategic
objective:

Achievement made on the first strategic tier: Transformation of the data eco-system:

Harmonizing the data exchange format between partners in the NSS and PCBS,
where a set of administrative records forms were received from their sources
(West Bank + Gaza Strip).

Improvement plans for data collection, processing, storage, and transfer between
partners in the NSS, through being informed on the instructions manuals and work
procedures of administrative records, to benefit from them in developing tools of
data collection, processing, and storage, such as developing forms and databases
and data exchange.

Implementing many activities related to the transfer and exchange of knowledge
between partners in the NSS, where PCBS implemented (8) training courses for
partners, and several training seminars on various statistical topics such as statis-
tical analysis, preparing statistical reports, where (257) trainees from partners in
the NSS were trained on several statistical topics.

Updating openness standards (Open Data) and applying them on statistical
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indicators, as work is ongoing to update the openness standards and applying
them to the statistical indicators for 2022. Palestine ranked 17th out of 193
countries, with an overall score of 74.

Setting up data exchange and analysis platforms by designing interactive maps
and web maps within the SDGs indicators platform.

Using the Ministry of Local Government database/Tree of Accounts to collect
data on government finance in 2022.

An electronic application was prepared to collect hotels data, in coordination with
the Ministry of Tourism and the Tourism and Antiquities Police.

Achievement made on the second strategic tier: Steering factors and interventions:

Participation in several workshops and meetings to enhance frameworks of coop-
eration and coordination with partners.

Preparing a policy paper on the performance of the Palestinian economy in 2022.
Preparing and approving the Agricultural Atlas 2023.

Establishing and strengthening partnerships and cooperation with universities,
research centers and academics nationally and abroad..

Developing applications for data collection through the official website of the
Palestine Monetary Authority.

Participating and contributing to international statistical events and forums
such as the meeting of the Working Group on Business Register and Business
Statistics, and the fifty-fourth meeting of the United Nations Statistical
Commission.

Preparing quality reports for statistical surveys such as Foreign Investment
Survey, Hotel Activity Survey - West Bank, Prices and Indicators Surveys, Agricul-
tural Census 2021, Tulkarem, Nablus, Qalgilya, Salfit, Ramallah and Al-Bireh Gover-
norate.

Preparing a report on the achievement made on quality indicators, 2022.

Evaluating data sources of PCBS partners based on the survey carried out in 2022
on the reality of administrative records.

Work is ongoing to establish and strengthen partnerships and cooperation with
universities, e.g. preparing two analytical studies for the Agricultural Census in
cooperation with researchers from Al-Quds Open University.

Achievement made on the third strategic tier: supporting factors and interventions:

32

Continuing work on providing modern equipment and devices to enhance PCBS IT
infrastructure.

Listing the training needs of PCBS employees according to annual planning
procedures and preparing the annual training plan for 2023.

Analyzing the training needs of employees in the NSS and preparing the annual
training plan 2023.

Working on implementing the training program for the NSS.
Coordination and cooperation to evaluate the NSS.
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« Communicating continuously with partners on specialized statistics.

+  Working on preparing reports on Agriculture Census 2021, at the level of Palestine
and at the level of all governorates.

+  Work is ongoing on the Development of Establishments Databases for Local

Authorities, where work is ongoing to list establishments from the field. The data

collection for the Municipality of Nablus has been completed, and a program
for updating data on establishments in the municipality has been developed.
Databases of establishments for the municipalities of Hebron, Ramallah, and
Beit Jala were studied, and data collection for the municipality of Al-Bireh was
completed. Preparations are ongoing to work with the Abu Deis municipality
to collect data from the field. 5 meetings were held with 50 local authorities

in Qalgiliya, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Tubas, to introduce the project. The

meetings were held in coordination with the Directorates of Local Government in

these governorates.

The table below shows the progress made in achieving a group of targets for 2023:

Tier 1: Transformation of
the data eco-system

Tier 2: Steering factors
and interventions

Tier 3: Supporting
factors and interventions

Number of indicators based on
administrative records data
Number of training courses
implemented for partners in the
NSS

Number of individuals trained
among partners in the NSS
Matching percentage of Revised
Tree of Accounts with the
related standards of the General
Finance Statistics manual (GFS)
Number of mutual statistical
outputs with partners in NSS
Number of policy papers on
evidence-based decision-making
Matching percentage of Revised
Tree of Accounts with the
related standards of the General
Finance Statistics manual (GFS)
Number of quality reports

The number of partners in the
NSS that apply the standards
and classifications adopted by
PCBS

Number of statistical atlases
Number of reports on the
Agriculture Census, 2021
Number of analytical reports on
the Agriculture Census, 2021

2022

2022

2022

2022

2022

2022

2022

2022
2022

2019
2019

2012

47

11

195

80%

23

28

49

80

90%

24

28

16

47

257

90%

24

28

16
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- 3.2 Progress on indicators for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

During 2023, PCBS continued its efforts in providing the data relevant to the SDGs 2030
indicators. Below are the key achievements on various levels:

National Level:

34

Establishing partnerships in order to provide the maximum level of data available from
administrative records for SDGs indicators, where PCBS participated in the national
work team for each goal of the SDGs, as well as keeping pace with the meetings of
the Steering Committee and the National Sustainable Development Team.

Updating the data of the indicator matrix and related variables on PCBS website in
terms of availability, data source and competent authority.

Preparing and publishing the third statistical report on monitoring the progress
made on realizing SDGs indicators in Palestine based on data collected from
periodic and specialized surveys, in addition to what have been derived from ad-
ministrative records data of public and private institutions.

Updating the interactive database of SDGs indicators in Palestine, back-to-back
with the SDGs indicators matrix.

Data exchange through building, developing, and launching the SDGs database, to
ensure a smooth and standardized exchange of data and metadata with different
partners, and nationally and internationally through using SDMX.

Providing data through implementing a number of statistical activities that serve
the provision of data on SDGs indicators, importantly, the Rule of Law and Access
to Justice Survey, 2023. Some indicators were also added as attachments to the
implemented periodic surveys, where the number of available indicators on SDGs
reached 172 indicators.

Working on the (data4now) initiative in cooperation with Ministry of Local
Government and (UN-Habitat), in order to calculate the following indicators from
Goal 11 “Sustainable Cities and Communities” of the SDGs, which is indicator
(11.3.1) “Ratio of land consumption rate to population growth rate,” and the
indicator (11.7.1) “Average share of the built-up area of cities that is open space
for public use for all, by sex, age and persons with disabilities.”

Working in partnership with the Union of Municipalities and (GIZ) to provide data
on a set of indicators of SDGs at the level of local authority.
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Regional Level: -
+  Following up with ESCWA on the implementation of the section related to
Palestine within the framework of the regional work plan on SDGs data.

+ Working with ESCWA to prepare the SDGs data file using (SDMX) format, to
upload it to ESCWA's SDGs portal “Palestine Observatory for SDGs.”

+ PCBS participation in meetings and workshops organized by ESCWA within the
framework of monitoring the SDGs data.

+ PCBS participation in the activities of the Statistical, Economic and Social Research
and Training Center for Islamic Countries (SESRIC) related to the SDGs indicators.

International Level:

+ PCBS participation in the 29th, 30th, 31st and 32nd meetings of the High-Level
Group for Partnership, Cooperation and Capacity Building on Sustainable Devel-
opment 2030 (HLG-PCCB) during 2023, and in three meetings of the World Data
Forum Program Committee as a co-chair of the Committee for 2023, in addition
to a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Global Partnership for Sustainable
Development Data (GPSDD).

+ Completing forms for international organizations on the reality of sustainable de-
velopment and the needs of countries in terms of sustainable development data.

« Participation of a number of PCBS employees in workshops and bilateral and
collective meetings on the progress made regarding the provision of data on
SDGs indicators, as well as discussing important technical issues, organized by
other UN agencies and other international organizations.

Data 4 Now training course
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- 3.3 Quality
The (PCBS gives great significance to quality of data and places it at the top of its priorities,
with the aim of enhancing the quality of different aspects of work, in a way that helps
achieve the best results on both local and international levels. In this context, during 2023,
PCBS conducted a series of activities and procedures to ensure quality as follows:

3.3.1 Data Quality

Preparing quality reports on a number of statistical surveys in line with the
Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM), so that the data quality of
these surveys was controlled through active and direct follow up with the project
management from the start of the project up to the completion of the survey.

« Preparing a proposal for the national quality assurance framework and the
national metadata framework in PCBS for internal promotion and discussion,
as well as implementation, in order to follow upon preparations to circulate the
National Quality Assurance Framework and metadata based on international
standards. Taking into consideration the Palestinian unique situation within the
partners in the NSS.

+ Implementing the self-assessment of the statistical projects managers (DESAP),
in order to assess the quality of statistical projects, provide an overview of
indicators and dimensions of the quality of such projects, and develop actions
that would help improve the quality of statistical project, where the work of the
self-assessment form was circulated and updated by statistical project managers,
and the self-assessment data file was processed and analyzed, as well as

preparing the self -assessment report of statistical projects managers, 2022.

3.3.2 Quality management system in accordance with the requirements of ISO 9001

«  Working on the continuous development and improvement of the quality
management system.

+ Preparing and adopting the final report on indicators for achieving quality goals
for 2022.

« Preparing and adopting indicators for achieving quality goals for 2023.

Closure of non-conformities and implementing corrective and developmental
feedback resulting from previous audits.

Working to develop and introduce a number of procedures and documents in
the quality management system, which helped organize work and raise the level
of performance of PCBS in line with work developments and implement many
changes to the system documents and align them with the reality of the work.
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3.4 Development of IT Infrastructure -
PCBS is constantly keen to keep up-to-date with recent developments in the field of
technology, whereas developing tools of statistical data collection and dissemination
requires a development in the IT infrastructure at PCBS premises and its regional offices.
In this context and during 2021-2022, PCBS implemented the first phase of the IT infra-
structure development project, in which the data center was relocated and rehabilitat-
ed in terms of environmental and thermal insulation and monitoring and alarm systems,
installing modern and advanced cables for the network and the electricity network, adding
protection devices, updating the backup system, installing modern network devices in the
data center and all PCBS stories, and connecting them to the offices of employees, through
a modern and fast optical network. In 2023, the implementation of the second phase of
the project was completed by purchasing, installing, and operating central servers and
central storage units and developing their relevant software.
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3.5 Open Data

During 2023, PCBS continued its efforts to implement the action plan aimed at improving
the evaluation and ranking of the State of Palestine in the annual report of the Open Data
Inventory (ODIN). According to ODIN’s recent report, issued on 08/09/2023, Palestine
achieved the following ranking and scores:

* Global Ranking .
71 Palestine
The State of Palestine ranked (26) out

of (195) countries around the world and
ranked Third at the level of Western Asia
countries in 2022, compared to 2020,
where Palestine ranked (20) international-
ly out of (187) countries.

Summary of Results

rings are and whether their data meet international
ith an overall score of 71. The overall

Rankings

 Coverage and Openness

The State of Palestine scored 71% as an
overall average (68% in coverage and 75%
in data openness), compared to 2020,
where Palestine scored 72% as an overall
average (68% in coverage and 75% in data
openness).

CHE IO D @Ml

Country Review

3.6 World Bank Evaluation of the National Statistical Systems.

The State of Palestine, represented by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, achieved
the first place in the Middle East and North Africa region and the 48th place globally in the
Statistical Performance Indicator (SPI), with a score of 83.7%. This ranking is part of the
World Bank Evaluation of the National Statistical Systems for 2022.
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Networking and Enhancing Local, Regional, and
International Relations

Signing the MoU with the EU

4.1 Memorandums of Understanding and Agreements

During 2023, PCBS signed several agreements and memorandums of understanding with
many international institutions and local bodies to support the implementation of several
PCBS projects and activities, in addition to signing several memorandums of understand-
ing with several local institutions in the field of cooperation and data exchange, presented
in details here below:
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Agreements:

(2) agreements with the World Bank to support the implementation of both the
Business Survey 2023, and the Household Expenditure and Consumption Survey -
Enhanced Measures for Social Protection System 2023.

An action plan with UNICEF to support the implementation of several activities for
the years 2023-2025.

A memorandum of understanding with UNICEF to cooperate in implementing the
MICS 2023 survey.

A detailed action plan with UNICEF to support:

— Participation of two employees of PCBS in a training activity on “Promoting
integration through data - a course on analyzing data related to children with
disabilities”, Italy.

- Participation of two employees of PCBS in a training activity on the dissemina-
tion plan of MICS survey, Jordan.

— PCBS participation in the Fourth United Nations Data Forum, and the 30th
meeting of the High-Level Group on Partnership, Coordination and Capaci-
ty-Building in the Field of Statistics for the Sustainable Development Agenda for
2030 (HLG), People’s Republic of China.

An agreement with the United Nations International Development Program
(UNDP) to implement the Rule of Law Survey, 2023.

Amending a support agreement with Save the Children 2021-2023 and an
amended work plan for 2023.

Agreement with UNFPA for the years 2023-2025.

Signing an MoU with PCBS and the Palestinian Foundation for the Care of the Families of
Martyrs and Wounded
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+ Anannual work plan with UNFPA to implement the Youth Issues Survey in
Palestine for 2023 and support PCBS international participations.

+ Anupdated work plan for the second year of the agreement signed with the
ltalian Cooperation (AICS) and the Palestinian government for the benefit of
PCBS (SI-GEWI) for a full year from June 2023-2024 within the framework of the
three-year agreement.

+ An agreement with the Palestinian Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS) to
implement the insurance sector survey in Palestine, 2023.

+ An agreement with the United Nations, represented by the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UNESCWA), on implement-
ing a joint project to support Palestinian institutions in enhancing their capabil-
ities to plan, implement and monitor theoretical and global development plans
and strategies, and to enhance the capabilities of data providers in the statistical
system to produce statistical indicator data based on administrative records for
2023.

+ A support agreement with the European Union (EU) to finance the Household Ex-
penditure and Consumption Survey for the years 2023-2024 (18 months).

+ A memorandum of understanding with the Palestinian Foundation for the Care of
the Families of Martyrs and Wounded.

+ A memorandum of understanding with Hebron University.

Signing an MoU with PCBS and Hebron University.

The following table shows the number of agreements and MoUs that PCBS signed with
various parties during the period 2018-2023.

31 31 19 18 25 17
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4.2 Strengthening the capabilities of the National Statistical System

With the aim of strengthening and developing the capabilities of the employees in statisti-
cal units in ministries, government institutions and universities, and despite the reduction
in the number of training activities due to financial conditions, government procedures,
and the lack of necessary funding, PCBS implemented the following training courses and
activities:

« Atraining course on designing forms and questionnaires for the benefit of partner
institutions, in which (19) trainees participated.

« Atraining course on drafting and measuring statistical indicators in cooperation
with the National Institute for Educational Training for the benefit of employees of
the Ministry of Education, in which (15) trainees participated.

+ (3) Training seminars for national bodies, (2) of which were on the website and
public use file of raw data, and (1) seminar about the prospects for exporting Pal-
estinian products to foreign markets.

+ (3) Lectures for university students, (2) of which are on foreign trade, and (1)
lecture on samples.

+  On-the-job training for (4) trainees, where (3) university students and fresh
graduates were trained on various administrative and technical topics, in addition
to training (1) employee from the Ministry of Finance in the Registers and Statisti-
cal Monitoring Directorate

Organizing an introductory visit to PCBS headquarters for students of Computer
Science and Data Science Bachelor program at the Arab American University.

Assisting in circulating and completing questionnaires for scientific research
purposes for several university students.

A lecture by H.E. Dr. Ola Awad, President of PCBS, to MA students at Hebron University on the most important
statistical indicators.
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The following table shows the number of training activities targeting employees in the
National Statistical System during the period 2018-2023.

10 10 6 3 11 8

A training course on
“Designing Questionnaires
and Forms” for the benefit
of Statistical Units in the
ministries and government
institutions.

A training workshop on "External Market Analysis" entitled "Prospects for Exporting Palestinian Products to New Markets",
in cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Ramallah and Al-Bireh Governorate.
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4.3 Users-Producers Dialogue

PCBS, as a producer of statistical numbers, seeks to create permanent channels of com-
munication and coordination with users of statistical data of all categories, through the “Us-
ers-Producers Dialogue” program, which PCBS implements annually. This program takes
on many forms, including workshops and specialized meetings that aim at discussing
indicators of some surveys, with the overarching aim of receiving feedback from users
and beneficiaries regarding its indicators to ensure that their needs are met. In addition to
that, results and findings of some qualitative and significant surveys are announced via
conferences.

In this context, PCBS implemented (9) workshops during 2023 on various statistical topics
(economic, social, and geographical), in addition to holding more than (100) meetings at
the local, regional, and international levels, varied between face-to-face and virtual.

A Workshop on releasing the main findings of the Psychological Conditions Survey in Palestine, 2022 in cooperation with the WB.
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4.4 Statistics and the Media

Media means of all kinds play an important role in promoting statistics, enhancing
awareness of theirimportance and use in various aspects of life, and it is the link between
statistics and the surrounding environment. Media means are also considered among the
most prominent users of the statistical data issued by PCBS. Thus, PCBS is keen to con-
tinuously communicate with media means through the direct coverage of news, activities
and events of PCBS in local press and newspapers, websites and social media, in addition
to hosting PCBS employees in radio and TV interviews. In this context, during 2023, the
media addressed approximately (145) press releases issued by PCBS, and approximate-
ly (430) radio and television interviews were organized with PCBS employees covering
various statistical aspects.

v

uu]muln.ll chasll sjsyall jlgally dssbiaiall cilebasll ple a0 - 59lila 30
5jé gl le hdlpuntl Juisdll glgse 5l sy sgibt 5ill 2023 plal dselodally dpsbiaiil cilyibjall pal

Televised interview on the Israeli occupation violations.

dh_;i@i

A radio interview with Ajyal Radio Network on the Impact of the Israeli Occupation
Aggression on the Agricultural Sector.
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4.5 Technical Missions

With the aim of developing work and keeping pace with the latest global developments in
the field of statistics, PCBS implemented (4) technical missions during 2023 as follows:

A technical mission on data stewardship.

A technical mission on tourism supply-side accounts.

A technical mission on (Chain-linking GDP).

An external Mid-Term Review mission for PCBS work program for 2021-2023.

The following table shows the number of technical missions carried out by PCBS
during the years 2018-2023 in various fields.

A technical assistance mission on “Chain-Linked National Accounts Data”.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics - Annual Report 2023 47



4.6 Core Funding Group (CFG)

The Norwegian Representative Office to Palestine is the sole donor of PCBS statistical
program. The support agreement with the Norwegian Representative Office was signed
during the month of June 2021, to support the statistical program during the period
2021-2023. It is expected that an agreement to support PCBS program for 2024-2026 will
be signed at the beginning of 2024, as the request is still under study.

At the level of periodic meetings, two meetings are held annually; the first is semi-annu-
al, and the second is annual with an agreed-upon periodicity of every six months. The
twentieth annual meeting was held during July 2023, while the next semi-annual meeting
will be during January 2024, in addition to exchanging discussions and correspondences
on the annual plans and technical and financial reports. It should be noted that there are
other donors who support and finance specific projects and activities, through bilateral
agreements and understandings.

The 20th Annual Meeting of the Core
Funding Group (CFG) in PCBS.
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4.7 School Statistical Competition “My Future in Numbers”, 2022/2023

PCBS implemented the fifth and final round of the School Statistics Competition “My
Future in Numbers”, 2022/2023, in cooperation and partnership with the Ministry of
Education, and with the support of UNICEF and Save the Children, which aims to encourage
students and increase their knowledge of statistical data and indicators, highlighting the
importance and role of statistics in scientific and practical life in an interesting and simple
way, in addition to strengthening the relationship between school students and PCBS as
well as enhancing the spirit of positive competition among participating students. The
competition was implemented in two phases as follows:

First Phase:

It was launched on 20/11/2022 in the Turkish School/Umm Al-Sharayet neighborhood in
Ramallah, in the presence of H.E. Dr. Ola Awad, President of PCBS, and H.E. Prof. Marwan
Awartani, Minister of Education. This phase was implemented online in two rounds:

First Round: It was implemented during the period 20-24/11/2022, and the number
of participating students (males and females) reached (32,883) from the ninth grade
from 1,219 schools. 247 students from Gaza Strip and 225 students from the West
Bank qualified for the second round, where the qualified students received a token gift
(a school bag + a scientific calculator).

Second Round: It was implemented on 14/02/2023 with the participation of (742)
students (males and females), who qualified from the first round; where 20 students
qualified for the second and final round (10 students from the West Bank and 10
students from Gaza Strip).
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- Second Phase:

This phase was implemented through an official ceremony held at PCBS main headquar-
ters in Ramallah and Gaza via videoconference on 04/06/2023, in the presence of H.E.
Dr. Ola Awad, President of PCBS, Mr. Hamed Abu Makho, Director General of Student
Activities in the Ministry of Education, Ms. Lucia EImi, Special Representative of UNICEF to
the State of Palestine, and Ms. Gloria Dofiata, Program Director at Save the Children. The
winners of the first three places in both the West Bank and Gaza Strip were selected, and
awarded, in addition to honoring all students who participated in this phase.

Events of the statistical school competition in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip
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Social Responsibility

PCBS is always keen to enhance communication and engagement with local community
issues as being integral part PCBS core tasks. To that end, PCBS implemented a number
of social community activities in 2023.

5.1 Blood Donation Campaign

During 2023, PCBS carried out several blood donation campaigns for the benefit of
many patients, whether from relatives of employees, or from citizens in general, in many
hospitals and health centers.

5.2 Engagement in National Issues

During 2023, PCBS participated in several national activities and events that were organized
in the context of interacting and engaging with issues that concern the Palestinian people
in various fields, especially the Israeli occupation’s aggression against Gaza Strip, as well
as solidarity with our courageous detainees in Israeli prisons, through the participation of
PCBS employees from all governorates of Palestine.
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5.3 Outdoors Workdays

In line with PCBS directions towards strengthening social ties and relations between PCBS
employees, and out of the routine work environment, the general directorates of PCBS
organized a workday in the open air for its employees, during the period from 13/06/2023
to 13/07/2023. This day included several recreational and cultural events and activities.

The table below shows the number of activities and events implemented by PCBS in the
context of social responsibility during the period 2018-2023.

2018 | 2019 | 2020 2021 | 2022 2023 |
6 8 9 4 8 10
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Harvest of 2023

6.1 Statistical Calendar

The statistical calendar 2023 included (135) outputs, as follows:

Press Statistical Public use
releases reports files

Statistical
tables

The following is the distribution of outputs according to the main topics:

Economic Social and . Area
statistics population statistics

statistics

Registers and A special press
statistical release on World
monitoring Statistics Day

Within the context of PCBS commitment to deliver the outputs on time as planned, (134)
outputs were achieved on time, while a statistical report was canceled due to postpone-
ment of the survey implementation due to lack of funding.

According to these inputs, the percentage of

commitment to delivering statistical outputs as
planned in the Statistical Calendar 2023 was
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6.2 Field Surveys

During 2023, PCBS implemented (11) surveys, including (6) surveys listed on the approved
statistical program for 2023, and (5) ad-hoc surveys that were implemented for the benefit
of local and international institutions. These surveys were carried out"face-to-face using
PC tablet devices, except for two surveys that were carried out face-to-face using paper
questionnaires, namely the survey of all types of administrative records, and the hotel
survey. Due to the circumstances related to the Israeli aggression on Gaza Strip, fieldwork
for data collection has been completely halted in Gaza Strip since 07/10/2023, while data
collection continued in the West Bank for some surveys by phone and partly in the field.

& T

Training on implementing surveys

6.3 Training and Capacity Building

Considering the continuing financial crisis and the accompanying austerity measures
taken by the government, and developments related to the Israeli aggression on Gaza
Strip, the training program in PCBS was reduced, and not all planned activities were im-
plemented. Despite this, PCBS was able to implement the following activities with the aim
of enhancing and developing the capacities of employees and providing them with the
experience and skills necessary to develop work in various fields.
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6.3.1 In-house Training

+ Atraining course with the participation of (12) employees.

% Lt 4 o

A training course on civil defense conducted by the Palestinian Civil Defense for a group of PCBS employees.

6.3.2 National Training

(78) employees participated in (46) activities at the national level; (18) training courses
with the participation of (34) employees, (2) Conferences with the participation of (2)
employees, (16) Workshops with the participation of (28) employees, (10) activities,
including a forum, celebration, meeting, and lecture...etc., with the participation of (14)
employees.

6.3.3 External Training
(85) PCBS employees participated in (52) external activities; workshops (10), conferences
and forums (5), training courses (15), meetings (18), study visits (3), and seminars (1).

PCBS participation in the semi-annual meeting of the task team H.E. Dr. Ola Awad, President of PCBS, chairing the 30th meet-

on international trade statistics organized by UNSD in Jakarta, ing of the United Nations High-Level Group for Partnership,

Indonesia. Coordination and Statistical Capacity-Building for the Sustain-
able Development Agenda for 2030, held on the side events of
the Fourth United Nations Global Data Forum — China.

6.3.4 Online Training

(193) PCBS employees participated in (109) online activities; including (4) activities that
were implemented under an invitation from local/national bodies with the participation
of (10) employees. These activities varied between training courses (2), meetings (1),
and workshops (1). As for the number of activities that were implemented under an
invitation from external parties, it reached (105) activities, with the participation of (183)
employees. They varied between training courses (28), training seminars (3), meetings
(39), workshops (10), conferences, forums, and lectures (25).
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6.3.5 Academic Study Missions

PCBS offered (2) Master's degree scholarships for its employees, including financial
coverage and administrative facilities. In addition to granting (6) employees administra-
tive facilities (official days off and leaves);(3) MA degrees, (2) BA degrees, and (1) PhD.

6.3.6 Technical Consultations

+ PCBS providing (5) technical consultations/trainings for the benefit of international
organizations, where two consultations were provided for SESRIC, one consultation
was provided for ESCWA, and two consultations were provided for the Arab Institute
for Training and Research in Statistics (AITRS).

* Providing (5) technical consultations/trainings for the Palestinian National School of Administration.

+ Nominating an expert from PCBS to cooperate with the Palestinian Dar Al-Ifta’a in
coordination with the Palestinian National School of Administration.

6.3.7 Training of Fieldwork Teams
Supervising the training of fieldwork teams for (11) field surveys.

The following table shows the number of training activities implemented by PCBS during
the period 2018-2023:

In-house Training 7 5 0 4 4 1
National Training 22 34 10 33 94 46
External Training 93 84 18 4 38 52
Online Training under an Invitation from an External 5 10 121 325 298 105
Party

Online Training under an Invitation from a Local Party 9 4
Technical Consultations 6 2 0 5 5 11
Academic Scholarships 4 5 4 5 9 8
Work Papers in Local and External Conferences 6 7 0 1 3 0
Training Fieldwork Teams 8 14 11

6.4 Distinguished Employee of 2023

Asala Khalid Baraa Nasser Sally Hmidan Haneen Wazwaz

As a form of motivation and based on the results of the Annual Evaluation of the Perfor-
mance of PCBS Employees 2023, the following PCBS employees received the title of “Dis-
tinguished Employee of 2023" for having the highest evaluation score, as an appreciation
for their efforts and excellence:
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6.5 PCBS Visitors

Throughout 2023, PCBS received a group of delegations and visitors with the aim of
exploring mutual cooperation in various fields. Hence, PCBS received Mr. lhab Suleiman,
Egyptian Ambassador, Dutch Ambassador, Mr. Fadi Al-Husseini, Palestinian Ambassador
to Hungary, Mr. Mahdi Hamdan, Director General of Istiglal Bank, Director General of the
Palestine Islamic Bank, Dr. Safaa Nasser Al-Din, Mayor of Al-Sawahra Municipality, the
annual mission of the International Labor Organization, the new Representative of the
International Labor Organization to Palestine, Mr. Abdo Idris, President of the Federation
of Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Mr. Mu'tasem Al-Agra’, UNCTAD, Mr. Imad Al-
Zuhairi, PICA, a delegation from the European Police, His Eminence Dr. Mahmoud Al-
Habbash, Chief Sharia Judge of Palestine, the World Bank, UNFPA, the Italian Cooperation
Officer, and Dr. Samir Hulileh, and the Chief Executive Officer of Nabali and Fares Real
Estate Company.

A visit by H.E. the Representative of the Netherlands to PCBS A visit by H.E. Ambassador of Jordan to PCBS

A visit by Mrs. Christine Gerling, New Head of IMF Mission along with Mr. Thomas Laursen, and Mr. Alexander Tieman, Former
Head of IMF Mission, to PCBS to discuss and strengthen mutual cooperation.
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Names in the Records of Dedication

The year 2023 marked the retirement of the following colleagues after a long journey of
work full of giving, dedication and achievement. To them all, we say thank you. y

Mr. Maher Tannous Mr. Ibrahim Walweel
1998-2023 1994-2023

Ms. Kefaya Ghazawna Mr. Hussain Abu Thaher
1996-2023 2001-2023
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Mr. Mohammed Kahman Mr. Amer Salah Mr. Gehad Al-Takrouri
1997-2023 2000-2023 1985-2023

Mr. Raed Al-Haj

1994-2023

Mr. Maher Salah

Mr. Mohammed Bassam

N OCN

On this occasion, PCBS wishes to express its deep
gratitude and appreciation for their dedicated efforts, hard
work, productive role and contributions to building and
developing the PCBS.

OO\
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Strategic Directions 2024-2029

Based on the recommendations of the MTR mission for PCBS work program 2021-2023,
which was implemented in September 2023, that stipulate the need for the strategy to be
consistent and compatible with the Palestinian National Development Plan 2024-2029,
and the ministerial plans 2024-2029, PCBS decided to update and complete the Palestine
Data Strategy 2022-2026 to include the years 2024-2029 with the same strategic tiers and
sub-elements. Based on the strategic directions of the Palestine Data Strategy 2022-2026,
which formed the baseline for the extension of the updated strategy, which includes:

1.

66

Developing the National Statistical System and enhancing the use of statistical
data in planning and decision-taking:

Institutionalizing and developing the National Statistical System through
organizing and strengthening collaboration between PCBS and partners in the
NSS to meet the needs of users as well as establishing partnership relations

with government institutions, universities, research centers, and private and civil
sectors to increase the use of statistical data in planning, policy-making and deci-
sion-taking.

Continuing to secure statistical databases for planning, policy-making, deci-
sion-taking, and the optimal data use (Data in action) in alignment with the United
Nations declaration that the decade from 2020 to 2030 is a «Decade of Action,»
where available data lead to decision-taking and implementation of policies and
projects targeting community development.

Keeping pace with global and national developments in statistical work, specifi-
cally in areas concerning data collection, processing, and dissemination, including
data sources, data collection methods, data development, and data dissemina-
tion to meet national needs.

Promoting the use of administrative records and central registers for statistical
purposes:

Developing and institutionalizing administrative records and central registers by
developing and updating those available, and creating new ones, in cooperation

with the relevant institutions, in order to increase reliance on them in obtaining
data and strengthening the capacities of national institutions in developing them
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for statistical purposes to ensure integration between administrative records and
PCBS program.

Developing the statistical business register in cooperation with all partners.

Providing the requirements of the Sustainable Development Goals 2030 indica-
tors and the clusters-based development plan:

Developing and strengthening the national statistical monitoring system to
provide and update the Sustainable Development Goals 2030 indicators database.

Keeping pace with international and regional efforts in producing and monitoring
statistical data on Sustainable Development Goals 2030 indicators.

Keeping pace with national efforts in providing the requirements of the clus-
ters-based development plan according to available resources.

Providing the requirements of international standards and recommendations in
producing and disseminating statistics:

Continuing to commit to providing the requirements of international standards of
statistical indicators.

Continuing to meet the requirements of justice, integrity, good governance, and
gender equality in the process of producing and disseminating statistics.

Continuing to integrate international human rights standards stipulated in interna-
tional charters and treaties within produced statistics.

Continuing to implement censuses in various fields in accordance with interna-
tional standards and the timeline for their implementation, in cooperation with
partners in the NSS, and using census data in disseminating and promoting the
data and the optimal use of data in decision-taking.
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68

Enhancing the quality of statistics:

Continuing work to meet the requirements of quality system in general, and the
quality of statistics in particular, so that investment in big data is a major factor in
achieving higher levels of quality and efficiency.

Continuing to commit to measuring users satisfaction.

Developing the communications, information technology and disseminatio
n infrastructure:

Developing communications and IT infrastructure.
Computerizing administrative procedures using modern and secure technologies.

Continuing to use and develop modern technologies in data collection, including
GIS.

Diversifying the methods of data dissemination and making it easy to access,
working to increase its use in all fields, and enhancing and developing
communication, policies, and strategies mechanisms to ensure the
dissemination, promotion, and accessibility of statistical data to various segments
of society, including social media and big data and open data.

Continuing to develop and invest in Data Science Initiative to enhance Palestine’s
place in employing the information revolution and big data to overcome
challenges and achieve sustainable community development in many aspects, in
a way that serves the public interest.

Enhancing and developing human capacities:

Strengthening and developing the technical and administrative capacities
towards greater efficiency and effectiveness, with a focus on developing the
human resources capacities working in the fields of communications, IT and
scientific research in PCBS, as well as enhancing employees in terms of number
and knowledge, and providing the necessary IT structures, to face the steady
shift towards increasing reliance in the field of designing and dissemination and
dealing with users feedback.

Training and capacity building within the Data Science Initiative for various
segments of society, especially the youth to enable them to acquire skills that
are compatible with achieving their ambitions and aspirations, and to innovate
entrepreneurial projects, through partnership between the NSS, civil society, and
the private sector.
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