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Executive summary

The main problem of this study lies in the insufficient production of fodder crops, as the areas
cultivated with fodder crops decline over the years in favor of other types of crops. Fodder crops
are strategic crops, and important for feeding livestock (cows, sheep, and goats in Palestine), which
constitute an essential source for many food products for humans. The researcher in this study
adopted the descriptive analytical approach to data, where tables and graphs were used and growth
rates and correlation coefficients were calculated.

The study reached many results, perhaps the most important of which is the decline and decrease
in the contribution of the agricultural sector to the gross domestic product over the years. This
decline is due to the fluctuation of the Palestinian economic performance because of the political
and security fluctuations resulting from the occupation policies and its control over most aspects
of economic life, in addition to a group of factors such as the weak feasibility and returns from
agriculture and the reluctance of investors. It was also noted that there is great importance in
stimulating investment in the agricultural sector in general and the fodder crop sector in particular
because of its strategic importance in feeding cows, sheep and goats, and as an alternative feed for
imported fodder. The study showed that the main reliance currently is on feeding cows, sheep and
goats depend on imported fodder to a large extent, in contrast to the decline in production of fodder
crops resulting from the reluctance of farmers and investors to invest in this sector as a result of
multiple reasons, including what is economic, such as farmers’ orientation to crops with high
returns, which are directed in large part to export, and such as farmers’ orientation to crops with
high returns.

Summer crops, which depend on irrigation from a non-rainfall source (irrigation water), due to
their economic feasibility, are greater than rain-fed crops, which depend on rainwater, such as
fodder crops. Some of them are technical, some are political, and other matters are due to reasons
that cannot be controlled and changed, such as the presence of the occupation. The study indicated
that the most important fodder crops grown in Palestine are barley, turmeric, vetch, and alfalfa, in
addition to wheat, the by-product of which (hay) is used to feed herbivorous animals, especially
sheep and goats. The study showed that the highest percentage of areas cultivated with fodder
crops was planted with wheat, followed by barley, then vetch, then alfalfa, and finally clover.
Perhaps the most important of these crops in terms of feeding herbaceous animals is the fodder
barley crop. The study showed that there are many obstacles faces the Palestinian investor to
develop the agricultural sector. The Palestinian situation is naturally complex because of the
occupation, which creates many problems, some of which can be overcome, and some of which
are difficult to solve due to the occupation’s control over most aspects of Palestinian life. Socially,
economically, politically and security-wise, the study also showed a significant increase in the
number of agricultural animal holdings, at a rate of 58.3%, which is a large percentage and the
reason for this is mainly due to the growing demand for animal products for multiple reasons
mentioned in the study.
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The study also showed an increase in the number of livestock animals of all kinds (cows, sheep,
goats) in Palestine, and this may be due to the increasing need for the products of these animals as
a result of the high demand for them resulting from the high level of per capita income, and the
high population numbers, in addition to the trend towards the commercial method in raising these
animals due to its economic feasibility, and reducing the breeding pattern. Captive. The study
revealed that there are many strengths and opportunities that can be exploited for the benefit of
developing the sector of growing fodder crops and raising cows, sheep, and goats, despite the
presence of weaknesses and threats, some of which are subject to change and some of which are
difficult to change and control due to the presence of the occupation. The analysis of the investment
environment indicated for the aforementioned sector, it is possible to benefit from the strengths
and exploit the available opportunities to improve the agricultural sector in general. Finally, the
study showed the existence of a high, direct, and statistically significant relationship between the
areas cultivated with fodder crops and the total number of livestock (cows, sheep, goats), as
indicated by the results of the correlation analysis (Pearson coefficient), meaning that the increase
in fodder areas is linked to the increase in the number of livestock and vice versa. At the level of
each type of livestock, we notice the same thing.

The study concluded with several recommendations and proposals for decision-makers and
investors in the sector of fodder crops, productive fodder, and raising cows, sheep, and goats. It
recommended the necessity of developing an effective strategy aimed at raising the production of
fodder crops locally, by increasing the cultivated areas of them, and a serious move to invest in
other types of fodder. In addition, the necessity of benefiting from the provision of cheap
alternative feeds, by exploiting agricultural and industrial wastes, and introducing them into feed
mixtures for cows, sheep, and goats, in addition to introducing improved types of feed, not using
banned pesticides, introducing integrated pest management, introducing biotechnology, and
preserving and maximizing the benefit. From the use of natural resources (soil, water, and
nutrients), and the use of alternative sources to produce green fodder (such as hydroponics), it also
recommended the necessity of adopting a government strategy aimed at providing the water
necessary to irrigate fodder crops in appropriate quantities and prices, and working to enact laws
exempting fodder crop products of taxes and other fees, to reach farm owners at prices competitive
with those imported from outside the country, and to replace imported ones with local production
after raising productivity. In addition to this, there is a need to strengthen the role of the private
sector and the role of civil society institutions in investing in the cultivation and production of
fodder crops. Finally, work to make the most of the research and studies issued by educational
and research institutions that are concerned with the subject of feed, and work to document them
in a way that is easily accessible in order to maximize the benefit from their results and implement
their recommendations, in terms of economic pest control methods, as well as research related to
genetic agriculture to produce pest-resistant and highly productive varieties. High and high quality.

Keywords: agricultural sector, field crops, fodder crops, cultivated areas, raising cows,
sheep, and goats.



