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Notice for Users

1. To understand the sections related to the theoretical framework and the
definition of the child, as well as their rights and needs, you can access them
through the following link: http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Downloads/book2116.pdf.

2. The percentages within the report texts are rounded to the nearest decimal
place.

1. Allterms and concepts used in this report are sourced from the Glossary of
Statistical Terms and Concepts 2022 and can be obtained through the website at
the link: https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/site/lang_ar/612/default.aspx?lang=ar.
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Introduction

Children in Palestine constitute nearly half of the population, representing the future of
sustainable Palestine. This underscores the urgent need to intensify efforts to invest in this
vital segment of society and strive diligently to safeguard their rights, dignity, and provide
them with the means to lead decent and secure life in their homeland. Children in Palestine
bear the heaviest burden of the Israeli Occupation’s crimes and discriminatory practices.
Throughout the century, not a single day goes by without Palestinian children experiencing
various hardships, from home demolitions, forced displacement, to intimidation, terror, and
even outright physical harm, including injuries and the tragic loss of their families. This leaves
them to navigate a harsh existence, deprived of the basic security and stability they surely
deserve.

Thisreportis a pivotal tool for tracking the state of children’s rights in Palestine, encompassing
various sectors such as education, health, and safety. It accomplishes this by establishing
a comprehensive database, pivotal in shaping policies, developing plans, programs, and
interventions, and crucial for their subsequent evaluation. The report also aids in building the
Palestinian vision concerning childhood. It is meticulously prepared based on data derived
from field surveys executed by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), enriched by
administrative records from collaborating institutions and integrated with various elements
of the national statistical system.

The inaugural report on children’s rights in Palestine, published in 2013, marks the beginning
of a series to which this current edition is an update. This report offers a comprehensive
analysis and diagnosis of the state of Palestinian children’s rights. It delves into demographic
aspects and crucial population indicators pertaining to children, examining the sectors of
education, health, and child protection. Furthermore, it addresses the impact of Israeli
occupation measures on children and provides current indicators of early childhood
development, presenting a holistic view of the challenges and progress in this area

We aspire for this report to be a pivotal resource in fostering a brighter future for our children.
It is intended as an instrumental addition in developing national reports pertinent to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. This report’s goal is to offer an insightful diagnosis of
the current situation of children in Palestine and to aid in the formulation of strategic plans
and the implementation of focused developmental programs. These efforts are directed
at fulfilling and upholding the rights of Palestinian children, ensuring their well-being and
progress

November, 2023

Dr. Ola Awad
President of PCBS
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1.1 Terms and Indicators

The terms and indicators used in this
report are defined by the glossary and
guide on statistical indicators issued by
PCBS, certified on the latest international
recommendations in statistics, and
consistent with international systems.

A child:

Every human being below the age of
eighteen years unless under the law
applicable to the child, majority is attained
earlier. Without discrimination of any kind,
irrespective of the child’s or his or her
parent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion,
national, ethnic or social origin, property,
disability, birth or other status.

Juvenile child:

An individual who is below the age of 18
years at the time of committing a criminal
act.

Household:

One person or a group of persons with or
without a household relationship, who

live in the same housing unit, share meals
and make joint provision of food and other
essentials of living.

Head of Household:

The person who usually lives with the
household and is recognized as head of
household by its other members. Often
he/she is the main decision maker and
is responsible for financial support and
welfare of the household.

Age-sex Structure:

The composition of a population as
determined by the number or proportion
of males and females in each age category.
The age-structure of a population is the
cumulative result of past trends in fertility,
mortality, and migration rates. Information
on age-sex composition is an essential
prerequisite for the description and analysis
of demographic data

Median Age at First Marriage: (Indicator)

Indicator measures the age at first marriage
that divides ages of marriages (at first
marriage) into two equal groups.

Fertility:

The actual reproductive performance of an
individual, a couple, a group, or a population
(refers to actual number of children that
would be born alive to the women during
her childbearing).

Total Fertility Rate (TFR): (Indicator)

Indicator measures the average number of
children a hypothetical cohort of women
would have at the end of their reproductive
period if they were subject during their
whole lives to the fertility rates of a given
period and if they were not subject to
mortality.

Diarrhea:

The passage of loose or liquid stools more
frequently than is normal for the individual.
Diarrhea may be defined as it is understood
by respondents or mothers.

Age- Specific Fertility:

The number of births during a time period,
(usually a year), occurring to women of a
specified age group divided by the number
of women in the population of the same age
group expressed as person — years.

Crude Birth:

It is the new births, the Crude Birth Rate
refers to the number of these new births
per 1,000 persons in a given year. (Not to be
confused with growth rate).

Crude death:

It is the deaths among populationin a
given period, Crude death rate refers to the
number of these deaths per 1,000 persons
in a given year.

Infant Mortality:

It Refers to infant deaths (infants who are
less than a year old), the infant mortality



rate refers to the number of infant deaths in
a given year per 1,000 live births during the
year.

Under-5 Mortality:

The probability of dying between birth and
the fifth birthday.

School:

Any educational institution excluding
kindergartens, regardless of students’
number and grade structure.

Government School:

Any educational institution run by MOE
or any other ministry or governmental
instrument.

UNRWA School:
Any school run or supervised by UNRWA.

Private School:

Any licensed local or foreign non-
governmental educational institution.

Basic Stage:

The first nine scholastic years of schooling
on which other stages of education depend.

Secondary Stage:

The stage consisting of three scholastic
years following the basic stage, the years 10
and 11 and 12 of schooling.

Class:

A group of students (pupils) at any
educational stage who make up one grade
or more and share one classroom.

Student/Pupil:

Any one attending an educational
institution.

Supervising Authority:

The body legally and administratively
responsible for running the school. It can be
governmental, UNRWA, or private.

School Gender:

The school is classified according to the sex
of the students studying in it, either male or
female or a mixed school for both males and
females.
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Kindergarten:

Any educational institution licensed by MOE
offering education to four or five year olds.
Kindergarten Consists of the first and second
grades.

Repeater:

A student who fails one or more subjects
and therefore is not promoted to the
following grade.

Drop-out Student:

A student who left school during the last
scholastic year and who did not transfer to
another school.

Gross Enrollment Rate (Indicator):

Indicator measures total enrolment in

a specific stage of education, regardless
of age, expressed as a percentage of the
eligible official school-age population
corresponding to the same stage of
education in a given scholastic year

Net Enrollment Rate in Primary Education:
(Indicator)

It is the total number of students who
are of official enrollment age in primary
education (6-15 years), regardless of the
grade they are enrolled in, expressed as a
percentage of the total population in the
corresponding age group (6-15 years).

Net Enrollment Rate in Secondary
Education: (Indicator)

It is the total number of students who
are of official enrollment age in secondary
education (16-17 years), regardless of the
grade they are enrolled in, expressed as a
percentage of the total population in the
corresponding age group (16-17 years).

Health Insurance:

Indemnity coverage against financial losses
associated with occurrence or treatment of
health problems.

Suspected pneumonia:

Children under five years who suffer from
cough with quick breath or have difficulty
breathing due to problem in chest or both
problem in chest and blocked nose.
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Breast feeding:

It Refers to the method of feeding infants
and children, and is defined as a child having
been fed breast milk directly from the breast
or expressed.

Exclusive breastfeeding:

Children aged 0-5 months who are being
breastfed and have not received any other
food or drink, except for vitamins and
medications.

Malnutrition:

Malnutrition means “badly nourished”

but it is more than a measure of what we
eat or fail to eat. Clinically, malnutrition is
characterized by an inadequate intake of
protein, energy and micronutrients and by
frequent infections or disease. Nutritional
status is the result of the complex
interaction between the food we eat, our
overall state of health and the environment
in which we live — in short, food, health and
caring, the three “pillars of well-being”.

Percentage of Children under 5 years of age
who suffer from stunting (Indicator):

Indicator measures the percentage of
children under age 5 who fall below minus
two standard deviations of the median
height for age of the WHO standard.

Immunization:

Immunization is the process whereby a
person is made immune or resistant to
an infectious disease, typically by the
administration of a vaccine.

Percentage of Children under 5 years of age
who suffer from Underweight (Indicator):

Indicator measures the percentage of
children under age 5 who fall below minus
two standard deviations of the median
weight for age of the WHO standard.

Percentage of Children under 5 years of age
who suffer from wasting (Indicator):

Indicator measures the percentage of
children under age 5 who fall below minus
two standard deviations of the median
weight for height of the WHO standard.
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Low Birth Weight:
Weight of a newborn of less than 2.5 kg.

Work:

All activities performed by persons in order
to gain profit or wage either monthly wage,
weekly, daily, on piece for profit or family
gain, in cash or in kind. One hour or more
of such activity constitutes work. Work also
includes unpaid activity on a family farm or
business.

Employed:

Persons aged 15 years and over who were
work at least one hour during the reference
period, or who were not at work during the
reference period, but held a job or owned
business from which they were temporarily
absent (because of illness, vacation,
temporarily stoppage, or any other reason)
he\ she was employer, self-employed, wage
employed, unpaid family member or other.
The employed person is normally classified
in one of two categories according to the
number of weekly work hours, i.e. 1-14
work hours and 15 work hours and above.
Also the absence due to sick leave, vacation,
temporarily stoppage, or any other reason
considered employed from 1-14 hours.

Self-employed:

A person who work in an establishment
that is totally or partially belonging to him/
her (partner) and do not hires any wage
employees. This includes self-employed
who worked to own selves outside
establishments.

Paid-employed (wage employee):

A person who works for a public or private
employer or under its supervision and
receives remuneration in wage, salary,
commission, tips, piece rates or in kind ...
etc. This item includes persons employed
in governmental, non — governmental

and private institutions along with those
employed in a household enterprise in
return for a specific remuneration.



Employer:

A person who work in an establishment
that is totally or partially belonging to
him\ her and hires or supervises the work
of one or more waged employees. This
includes persons operating their projects
or contracting companies provided they

employ a minimum of one waged employee.

Shareholders are not considered employers
even if they are working in it.

Worked Hours:

Time spent by employed person in his/her
occupation.

Cash Wage:
Cash net wage paid to the wage employees.
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Children Under Israeli Occupation

2.1 Child Martyrs
2.1.1 The impact of the Israeli aggression on children after October 07, 2023

Since the beginning of the declaration of the state of aggression against the Gaza Strip on
07/10/2023, the Israeli escalation has rapidly affected all components of Palestinian society,
affecting stones, trees and people, and increasing restrictions on the capabilities of the
Palestinian people. The Gaza Strip has been subjected to about 1,825 massacres, and the
Israeli occupation army’s aggression has targeted civilians, as the number of

martyrs in the Gaza Strip reached more than 21,822 martyrs
until the Eighty-sixth day (last update 31/12/2023 at " ’ ’
15:00) from the beginning of the aggression, including
about 9,100 children, and there are more than 7,000
missing persons reported in the Gaza Strip, 70% of &~
whom are children and women. During the same
period, the number of martyrs in the West Bank
reached 319, including 80 children. ¢

Number of martyrs

@ﬁ in the Gaza Strlp Children

aggression

Missing persons Children and Women
® 7,000 34 70%

2.1.2 Impact of the Israeli aggression on children before October 07, 2023

Eighty-sixth day
occupation army’s

According to data compiled in the annual report published by (the Commission of Detainees
and Ex- Detainees affairs, the Palestinian Prisoners Society, ‘Addameer’ Prisoner Support
and Human Rights Association, and the Wadi Hilweh Information Center in Jerusalem),
there were 56 child martyrdom in the year 2022. As per the latest records from the Human
Rights and Democracy Media Center ‘Shams,” up until July 22, 2023, there have been 40
documented child Martyrs. The age distribution of this martyrdom is as follows: 3 children
in the age group (0-8 years), 3 children in the age group (9-12 Years), 14 children in the age
group (13-15 years), and 20 children in the age group (16-17 years).

Table 1: Number of Child Martyrs in Palestine for the Years 2014-2022

mmmmm

Source: Defense for Children International website https://www.dci-palestine.org/child_fatalities_statistics.
Human Rights and Democracy Media Center ‘Shams,’ for the years 2021 and 2022.

Year
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The data presented in the table clearly indicates ongoing Israeli occupation continues to
aggress against Palestinian children, along with other segments of Palestinian society. This
aggression has resulted in significant loss of life, constituting a violation of the fundamental
rights of these children, primarily their right to live. From the year 2014 up to the end of
2022, the total number of Palestinian children who have been martyred is reported to be
864.

2.2 Detained Children

Data from the annual report issued by various prisoner institutions* shows that in 2022
approximately 7,000 individuals have been detained by the Israeli occupation including 882
recorded cases of arrested children under 18 years age. At the end of 2022 the number of
prisoners who are still in Israeli prisons reached 4700, including 150 children. Among these
children, 7 are held under administrative detention. These minors are being deprived of their
childhood experiences, including their education. Furthermore, they are subjected to various
violations during their detention, such as nighttime arrests, physical assaults witnessed by
their households, gunfire during arrests, being shackled, blindfolded, and denied access to
legal assistance. These practices contravene international legal standards and the principles
set forth in the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Table 2: Number of Detained Children in Palestine for the Years 2015-2023

mmmmmmmm

2,000 1,332 1,467 1,080 889 543 1,300 882

Source: Commission for Ex-Prisoners’ Affairs, 2023

7000 - 882 — 4700

Year

-

detained by Arrested Children prisoners in
the Isr:;ell Israeli prisons
occupation

- o e e N

£ NN MY

ARAA

|
1 50 _____ 7 Administrative
detention

Children

2.3 Demolitions by the Occupying Authorities

UNOCHA reports that approximately 953 structures were demolished in 2022 by the Israeli
occupying authorities, including 140 structures funded by donors. These demolitions
displaced 1,031 people and affected 28,446 individuals. About 70% of the demolished
structures were agricultural or residential (both inhabited and uninhabited). In total, Israeli

1 The annual report published by the Commission of Detainees and Ex- Detainees affairs, the Palestinian Prisoners
Club, Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association, and the Wadi Hilweh Information Center in
Jerusalem.
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authorities carried out 378 demolition operations in the West Bank, including Jerusalem,
during the year. The Jerusalem Governorate experienced the highest concentration of these
operations, with 118 incidents accounting for 31% of the total. In Jerusalem alone, 178
structures were demolished, including 98 instances where owners self-demolished their
properties. Furthermore, Israeli authorities issued 1,220 demolition notices, with the Hebron
Governorate receiving approximately 33% of these notices, Bethlehem Governorate 18%,
and the Ramallah and Al-Bireh Governorate 9%. These demolition activities, resulting in the
displacement of numerous households, including children, represent a serious violation of
human rights and contravene the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
which calls for the protection of children in armed conflict zones.

The Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip, which commenced on 10/07/2023, resulted in
extensive damage to residential areas and infrastructure. More than 25 thousand buildings
were destroyed, and around 65,000 housing units were completely demolished. Additionally,
290,000 housing units sustained damage. The educational infrastructure was severely
impacted, with 75 schools completely destroyed and 285 more partially damaged. In the
healthcare sector, 23 hospitals were rendered non-operational, along with 53 primary health
care centers.

A study by the Abdullah Al-Hurani Center for Studies and Documentation® highlights the
psychological impact on children resulting from the demolition of their homes. According
to the findings, such demolitions lead to a profound sense of insecurity and vulnerability
in children. They often feel personally targeted and persecuted, with a pervasive sense
of lacking protection and security. The
repercussions of this exposure are significant,
exacerbating feelings of fear and uncertainty.
While some children might feel a degree of
safety when outdoors, the loss of a secure
home environment intensifies their sense of
danger. Nonetheless, the study also notes
that the presence of parents and adult
guardians can provide a sense of
security and mitigate these fears
to some extent

2 A study conducted by researcher Suleiman Al-Waari titled “The Demolition of Palestinian Homes and Structures,”
affiliated with the Abdullah Al-Hurani Center for Studies and Documentation 2017. http://www.asdaapress.
com/?ID=26296
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As of mid-2023, the child population in Palestine
(individuals below 18 years) was estimated at
2,393,288, representing approximately 44% of the
total population. This includes 1,222,510 males and
1,170,778 females. Breaking it down regionally, in the
West Bank male children counted 688,510 compared
to 658,378 females while in the Gaza Strip the male
children counted 534,000 compared to 512,400
females. Children in the Gaza Strip represent 47% of
the total population of the Strip, while in the West
Bank they represent 41% of the total population of
the West Bank.

A child means every human

being below the age of 18 years

unless, under the Law applicable
to the child, ma\joritg s attained

earlter.

(Child’s Rights Convention,
Artiele 1)

Table 3: Number of Children in Palestine by Age Group, Region and Sex, Mid 2023

Palestine West Bank Gaza Strip
Age Group
Males Females Males Females Males Females
0-4 381,924 368,327 210,329 202,865 171,595 165,462
5-9 340,463 324,491 195,187 185,309 145,276 139,182
10-14 322,845 308,052 181,185 172,520 141,660 135,532
15-17 177,278 169,908 101,809 97,684 75,469 72,224
Total 1,222,510 1,170,778 688,510 658,378 534,000 512,400

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Revised Estimates based on the Final Results of Population, Housing and

Establishments Census, 2017. Ramallah — Palestine.

Estimates for the middle of

Demographic Pyramid in Palestine, mid 2023

OFemales OMales

mid-2023 indicate that the

percentage of individuals 7099

aged 60 years and above o [

decreases to 6%, and these o Goes

percentages indicate that 3 50-54

fertility rates have been 2 1044

declining continuously since o
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Revised Estimates based
on the Final Results of Population, Housing and Establishments Census, 2017.
Ramallah — Palestine.



PCBS: The Status of the Rights of Palestinian Children, 2023

The total fertility rate in Palestine has been declining since the beginning of the last decade.
It decreased from an average of 4.6 births per woman (5.8 in the Gaza Strip and 4.1 in the
West Bank) during 1999-2003 to 3.8 births per woman in 2017-2019 (3.8 births in the West
Bank and 3.9 in the Gaza Strip).

Total Fertility Rates in Palestine by Region, Selected Years

10 -
— —Gaza Strip West Bank — —Palestine
8 -
61 56—
w 5-4 \ 5.2
5 4.6 4.6 4 4\ 45 3.9
X 4. 41 4.2 4.0 41 § 3.8
3.7 :
3.8
2 .
0 T T T T 1
1999-2003 2005 2008-2009 2011-2013 2017-2019

Sources: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2005. Demographic Survey, 2004 Main Findings. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2007. Palestinian Family Health Survey 2006 Final Report. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2010. Palestinian Household Survey Database, 2010. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2014. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Survey, 2014. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020. Ramallah-Palestine.

3.2.1 Adolescent Fertility Rate*

During the 2017-2019 period, the fertility rate among adolescent girls (15-19 years) was
recorded at 43 births per thousand women. Notably, this rate was higher in the Gaza Strip
compared to the West Bank

Table 4: Total Fertility Rates Disaggregated by Age and Region for the Period 2017- 2019

Region
Age Group Palestine ;
West Bank Gaza strip
15-19 43 39 48
20-24 202 198 207
25-29 422 122 227
30-34 159 170 145
35-39 111 109 113
40-44 28 24 36
45-49 2 1 4
Total Fertility Rate 3.8 3.8 3.9

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020. Ramallah-Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 2.7.3.
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In Palestine, 6% of women aged (20-24 years) had given birth before reaching the age of 18.
This percentage varies regionally, with 4% in the West Bank and a higher rate of 8% in the

Gaza Strip.
A A

Women aged (20-24 years)
who gave birth before the

age of 18
- - -
8%

o

Palestine West Bank Gaza Strip
Birth registration is recognized as a fundamental The child shall be registered
human right and is crucial for safeguarding tmmediately after birth and
various other rights of the child. In Palestine, the igith WERde e g e from b“ftl"
rate of birth registration reached 99% for the to a name, the right to acquire

a wationality and, as far as
possible, the right to kwnow ana be
caved for by his or her parents.

2019/2020 period. Breaking it down regionally,
the West Bank had a registration rate of 99%,
while the Gaza Strip saw a slightly higher rate of

100%. At the sex level, the registration rate was (Convention on the Rights of the
99% for males and 99% for females, for the year Child, Article )
2019/2020.

*(Sustainable Development Indicator 16.9.1).

Birth rates are influenced by various factors, including levels of fertility and childbearing,
health services, and state policies on maternal and childcare. Based on estimates from the
Population, Housing, and Establishment Census 2017, the crude birth rate in Palestine has
declined to 28.8 births per thousand population in 2023, down from 32.6 births per thousand
population in 2013. This decrease is likely attributable to reduced fertility levels and the
effective implementation of reproductive health and family planning programs.

Regionally, there are significant differences in crude birth rates between the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip. In 2023, the West Bank recorded a crude birth rate of 26.6 births per thousand
population, a decrease from 29.7 in 2013. In contrast, the Gaza Strip saw a decrease to 32.0
births per thousand population in 2023 from 37.1 births per thousand in 2013.
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Crude Birth Rates in Palestine per Thousand Population by Region, 2013-2023

=®==Pglestine = =®=\\lest Bank ==®=Gaza Strip

39
37
35
33
31
29
27
25

Crude Birth Rate

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Year

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Revised Estimates based on the Final Results of Population, Housing and
Establishments Census, 2017. Ramallah — Palestine.

3.5 Child and Infant Mortality

Child mortality rates serve as a key States Parties recognize the right of the child
indicator of a country’s overall social and to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
health conditions. In Palestine, there standard of health and to facilities for the
has been a notable decrease in both treatment of illness and rehabilitation of
infant and under-five mortality rates health. States Parties shall strive to ensure
over the past two decades. Specifically, that wo child is deprived of his or her right
infant mortality* has declined from 25.5 of access to such health care services.

deaths per 1,000 live births in the 1996-
2000 period to 12.1 deaths per 1,000 live
births in the 2015-2019 period.

(Child’s Rights Convention, Article 24)



Infant Mortality Rate in Palestine by Region for Selected Years
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Sources: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey Database, 2000. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2005. Demographic Health Survey Database,2004. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011. Palestinian Household Survey Database, 2010. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database,2014, 2019-2020. Ramallah-Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 3.2.1.2.

Data from the Ministry of Health indicate that in the West Bank in 2020, the primary causes
of infant mortality were related to birth (either prenatally or immediately postnatally),
accounting for 61% of cases. Congenital abnormalities were the second most significant cause,
contributing to 31% of infant deaths. Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) was responsible
for 4%, while nutritional and metabolic disorders accounted for 1%. Other causes comprised
the remaining 3% of cases®.

3.5.1 Neonatal Deaths*

The neonatal mortality rate, which measures the likelihood of a newborn dying within the
first 28 completed days of life, was recorded at 9.4 deaths per 1,000 live births in Palestine
for the 2019-2020 period. Regionally, the rate was slightly higher in the West Bank at 9.8
deaths per 1,000 live births, compared to 8.8 in the Gaza Strip.

Neonatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births in Palestine by Region for Selected Years
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Sources: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Health Survey Database, 2000. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2005. Demographic Health Survey Database,2004. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011. Palestinian Household Survey Database, 2010. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database,2014, 2019-2020. Ramallah-Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 3.2.2.

3 Source: Ministry of Health, 2023. Annual Health Report Palestine - 2022. Nablus- Palestine.
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Regarding sex differences, the neonatal mortality rate during the 2019-2020 period was
higher for males, at 11.5 deaths per 1,000 live births, compared to 7.1 deaths per 1,000 live
births for females.

Neonatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births by Sex in Palestine for Selected Years
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Sources: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Health Survey Database, 2000. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2005. Demographic Health Survey Database,2004. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011. Palestinian Household Survey Database, 2010. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2014, 2019-2020. Ramallah-
Palestine.

3.5.2 Mortality Rate of Children Under Five Years of Age*

The under-five mortality rate in Palestine has seen a significant decline, dropping from 28.7
deaths per 1,000 live births in the 1996-2000 period (27.2 in the West Bank and 31.2 in the
Gaza Strip) to 14.2 deaths per 1,000 live births in the 2015-2019 period. During this latter
period, the rate was (14.7 deaths per 1,000 live births in the West Bank and 13.7 in the Gaza
Strip).

Under-Five Mortality Rate in Palestine by Region for Selected Years
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Sources: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011. Health Survey Database, 2000. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2005. Demographic Health Survey Database,2004. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011. Palestinian Household Survey Database, 2010. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2015. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Survey, 2014. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020. Ramallah-Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 3.2.1.1
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3.5.3 Road Accidents

The issue of child fatalities and injuries in traffic accidents is a significant concern globally,
and the situation in the West Bank highlights this alarming trend. In 2022, the data showed
that 2,247 children were injured in road accidents in this region. The age distribution of
these victims is particularly concerning: 62% were between 7 to 17 years old, while 38%
were under 7 years old. The highest incidences of these accidents were reported in the
governorates of Nablus, Hebron, and Jenin.

This situation underscores the various risk factors that contribute to these tragedies. Children
are particularly vulnerable on the roads due to their limited experience and understanding
of the dangers involved in road travel. Their lack of attention can be a critical factor in these
accidents. Additionally, drivers may not exercise sufficient caution in areas frequented by
children, thereby increasing the risks. The problem is compounded by inadequate road
infrastructure and the distracting influence of mobile phone technology on children,
especially when they are walking.

Table 5: Children Injured in Road Accidents in the West Bank by Governorate and Age Group, 2022

Age Group
Governorate
Less than seven years 7 years - below 18 years

Jenin 105 165 270
Tubas & Northern Valleys 32 28 60
Tulkarm 86 119 205
Nablus 195 327 522
Qalqiliya 31 56 87
Salfit 38 54 92
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 86 159 245
Jericho & Al- Aghwar 17 55 72
Jerusalem* 10 34 44
Bethlehem 71 116 187
Hebron 192 271 463
Total 863 1,384 2,247

Note: Data excluded the Gaza Strip and those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israeli Occupation in 1967.
Source: Directorate General of the Palestinian Police

The number of child fatalities resulting from road accidents in the West Bank reached 55
cases. The data indicated that the mortality rate was higher in the age group below 7,
accounting for 62% of the total deaths, while the mortality rate for children in the age group
of 7-17 years was 38%.

620/0 cases 380A)
2,247 age group of b & “ age group of

child fatalltles

children were 7-17 years ° - ° result'ng from 7-17 years

injured in road —_— road accidents
accidents 380/0 62‘%)
age group age group
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Table 6: Child Fatalities in Road Accidents in the West Bank by Governorate and Age Group, 2022

Age Group

Governorate
Less than seven years |years - below 18 years 7
Jenin 1 2 3

Tubas & Northern Valleys
Tulkarm

Nablus

Qalqiliya

Salfit

Ramallah & Al-Bireh
Jericho & Al- Aghwar
Jerusalem*

Bethlehem

Hebron

Total 34
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Note: Data excluded the Gaza Strip and those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israeli Occupation in 1967.
Source: Directorate General of the Palestinian Police.

4.5.4 Maternal Mortality Rate*

The maternal mortality rate in Palestine decreased to 21.9 women per 100,000 live births in
the year 2022, compared to 28.5 women per 100,000 live births in the year 2020.

Maternal Mortality Rate in Palestine for Selected Years (Per 100,000 Live Births)
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Source: Ministry of Health, Annual Reports 2018-2022. Ramallah- Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 3.1.1
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The median age at first marriage was 21.0 years for females and 26.0 years for males in 2022,
with no difference between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

A notable pattern emerged when correlating marriage age with education. For Palestinians
with university degrees (bachelor’s or higher), the median marriage age was 24.3 years for
women and 27.3 years for men. On the other hand, those with a preparatory education or
less married much younger, with women at 17.0 years and men at 24.4 years.

Additionally, there was a slight decrease in early marriages (before age 18) in Palestine in
2022 compared to 2021. It decreased from 12% to 11% for females among all females who
got married. For males, it was 0.4% among all males who got married during the years 2021
and 2022.

The trend of child marriage, defined as marriage before the age of 18, has been on the
decline in Palestinian society, particularly among women in the (20-24 years) age group. The
percentage of women in this age group who married as children decreased from 18% in 2007
to 13% by 2019. Regionally, this decrease is also evident: in the West Bank, the percentage
decreased from 17% in 2007 to 11% in 2019, and in the Gaza Strip, it decreased from 20% in
2007 to 17% in 2019.

This declining trend coincides with significant legal reforms. At the end of 2019, a presidential
decree was issued in Palestine prohibiting the marriage of individuals under the age of 18.
This decree came into effect at the beginning of 2020, signaling a legislative commitment to
curbing child marriage. As a result, the data reported here reflects the situation up until the
year preceding the enforcement of this decree, offering insights into the marriage practices
before this landmark legal change.

Percentage of Women Aged (20-24 Year) in Palestine Who Married Before the Age of 18 by
Region for Selected Years
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Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2008. The Population, Housing, and Establishments Census Database 2007. Ramallah-Palestine.
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2015. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Survey, 2014. Ramallah-Palestine.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020. Ramallah-Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 3.5.1
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2 2
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3.8 Households by Sex of the Head of the Household

In Palestine, women head 12% of all households. Within these female-headed households, a
significant portion, 29%, have children under the age of 18. Conversely, the majority of these
households, constituting 71%, do not have children under 18.

Table 7: Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine by Sex of the Head of the Household
and the Presence of Children under 18 years, 2022.

Sex of head of household
Having children Total

There is no children 22.1 71.4 29.0
There are children 77.9 28.6 71.0
Total 100 100 100

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Data base of Labour Force Survey, 2022. Ramallah-Palestine.

The 2022 data showed a significant disparity in unemployment rates among women heading
households in different regions of Palestine. Overall, 21% of these women were unemployed
out of the total female workforce participation. Regionally, the unemployment rates varied
markedly: In the West Bank, 8% of such women were unemployed, while it was 49% in the
Gaza Strip.

Table 8: Women Heads of Households Aged 15 Years and Over by Background Characteristics and
Region, 2022

. Region
Background Characteristics . ;
West Bank Gaza Strip Palestine

Percentage of women who head households 12.1 10.9 11.7
Percentage of participation in the labour force 12.7 12.3 12.6
Marital status

Never Married 11.6 8.4 10.6
Currently married 14.8 20.5 16.7
Other* 73.6 711 72.7
Total 100 100 100

*Others: Includes Divorced, Widowed and Separated Persons.
Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Data base of Labour Force Survey, 2022. Ramallah-Palestine.
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Chapter Four

Education
Sector




In 2022, the expenditure per student in the education sector in Palestine increased to 1,057
US Dollars in 2022, compared to 1,041 US Dollars in 2021*. However, the public spending on
education as a percentage of the total government expenditure decreased from 17% in 2020

to 16% in 2021°.

The total enrollment rate in kindergar-
tens, encompassing KG1 (Kindergarten
Year 1) and KG2 (Kindergarten Year 2), is
determined based on the total number
of children enrolled in these kindergar-
ten levels in a specific year. This figure is
expressed as a percentage of the total
population of children in the official ear-
ly kindergarten enrollment age group,
which is (4 - 5 years), for the same year.

States Parties recognize the right of the child
to education, and with a view to achieving this
right progressively and on the basis of equal
opportu.witg, they shall, n particular:

(a) Make 'Primarg education compulsory
and available free to all; (b) Bwncourage the
development of different forms of secondary
education, including general and vocational
education, make them available and accessible to
every child, and take appropriate measures such
as the introduction of free education and offering
financial assistance in case of weed;

(Child’s Rights Convention, Article 28)

Total Enrollment Rate in Kindergartens in Palestine among Children Aged (4-5 Years) By
Sex for Selected Scholastic Years

70 1

60 - -

50.8
50 | \(‘7
50.6

40 -

Rate

30 -
20 -
10 -
0

65.7

Males

——Females

2013/2014 2015/2016 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 2021/2022

2022/2023

Scholastic Year

Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Comprehensive kindergarten survey database for scholastic years 2014/2013 -2022\2023.

Ramallah — Palestine.

In the scholastic year 2022/2023 there is a slight difference between females and males
in the total enroliment rate in kindergartens, while by region there was a difference in the
enrollment rates, reaching 71.7% in the West Bank 58.5 % in the Gaza Strip.

4 Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Annual completion report of the annual plan, 2022. Ramallah — Palestine.
5  Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. National accounts statistics for the years 2020, 2021. Ramallah - Palestine.
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Gross Enrollment Rate in Kindergartens in Palestine by Region for Selected Scholastic Years
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Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Comprehensive kindergarten survey database for scholastic years 2014/2013 -2022\2023.
Ramallah — Palestine.

The number of kindergartens in Palestine in the scholastic year 2022/2023 reached 2,198.
This number was divided between the West Bank, with 1,578 kindergartens, and the Gaza
Strip, which had 620 kindergartens. The total enrollment of children in these kindergartens
across Palestine reached 169,671, with 101,279 children enrolled in the West Bank and
68,392 in the Gaza Strip. Regarding the staff, there were 7,835 caregivers in total, with the
West Bank having 5,070 and the Gaza Strip employing 2,765 caregivers. Additionally, the
number of classrooms in Palestine for the same period totaled 7,586. Of these, 4,821 were
located in the West Bank, while the remaining 2,765 were in the Gaza Strip.

4.2.2 Number of Students in Schools in the Scholastic Year 2022/2023

In the Scholastic year 2022/2023, the total enrollment in Palestinian schools reached
1,382,932 students. This includes 774,568 students in the West Bank and 608,364 in the
Gaza Strip. The sex distribution among these students is 684,153 male students and 698,779
female students.

D M\ -

Gaza Strip tﬁj tvj { West Bank
i .

Female Male
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When categorized by the supervising authority, the students are distributed as follows: 899,478 in
public schools, 339,336 in UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East) schools, and 144,118 in private schools.

In terms of educational stages, there are 1,114,832 students enrolled in basic education, with the
West Bank accounting for 625,208 of these students and the Gaza Strip for 489,624. Secondary
education includes 268,100 students, with 149,360 in the West Bank and 118,740 in the Gaza Strip.

Table 9: Distribution of Students in Palestine by Region, Stage and Sex, 2022/2023

. Total Basic Secondary
Region

Palestine 684,153 698,779 1,382,932 |564,968 549,864 1,114,832 |119,185 148,915 268,100
West Bank |380,160 394,408 774,568 [316,300 308,908 625,208 |63,860 85,500 149,360

Gaza Strip |303,993 304,371 608,364 |[248,668 240,956 489,624 |[55,325 63,415 118,740
Jerusalem
(1)

Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem and includes data for Jerusalem (J1).
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine

14,528 16,762 31,290 12,127 13,161 25,288 2,401 3,601 6,002

4.2.3 Enroliment in Basic Education*

The net enrollment rate in basic education in Palestine in the scholastic year 2021/2022
reached 96.7%, compared to 97.7% in the scholastic year 2022/2023 (99.% in the
West Bank and 96.1% in the Gaza Strip). With a disparity between males and females
in favor of females, reaching 98.8% among females compared to 96.7% among males.
*(Sustainable Development Indicator 4.5.1.1).

4.2.4 Enrollment in Secondary Education*

The net enrollment rate in secondary education in Palestine reached (77.5%) in the scholastic
year 2022/2023, 75.9% in the West Bank and 79.6% in the Gaza Strip, with a clear disparity
between males and females in favor of females, 67.7% among males compared to 87.7%
among females. (Sustainable Development Indicator 4.5.1.2).

Net Enrollment Rates in Palestine by Stage* and Sex for the Scholastic Years (2017/2018-2022/2023)

Male Enrollment in Basic Education —fll— Female Enrollment in Basic Educaiton
Male Enroliment in Secondary Education Female Enrollment in Secondary Education
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0 653 67.7

Rate
()]
o

2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023
Scholastic Year

*In the scholastic year 2017/2018, the basic education stage encompassed grades 1 through 9, in accordance with the new education
legislation issued by the Ministry of Education. This restructuring positioned the 10th grade as part of the secondary education stage, which
also included the 11th and 12th grades. This reclassification was a significant change, aligning the education system more closely with the
provisions of the new education law.

Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Comprehensive school survey database for scholastic years 2017/2018-2022\2023. Ramallah-Palestine.
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Net Enroliment Rates in Palestine by Stage and Region for the Scholastic Years (2017/2018-

2022/2023)
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Gross Enrollment Rates in Palestine by Stage* and Sex for the Scholastic Years (2017/2018-

2022/2023)
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* In the scholastic year 2017/2018, the structure of the education stages in Palestine was defined under the new education law issued by
the Ministry of Education. According to this law, the basic education stage comprised grades 1 to 9. Conversely, the secondary education

stage was expanded to include grades 10, 11, and 12, mar
secondary stage.

king a significant shift in the classification of the 10th grade from the basic to the

Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Comprehensive school survey database for scholastic years 2017/2018-2022\2023. Ramallah-Palestine.
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Gross Enrollment Rates in Palestine by Stage and Region for the Scholastic Years (2017/2018-

2022/2023)
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Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Comprehensive school survey database for scholastic years 2017/2018-2022\2023. Ramallah-Palestine.

4.3 Completion Rates for Different Educational Levels* (Basic, Lower Secondary,
Upper Secondary)
In 2022, Palestine achieved a notable accomplishment in its education sector, evidenced by

the completion rate for the basic education stage. This rate stood at 99.3% for both sexes, with
equal attainment for both males and females. *(Sustainable Development Indicator 4.1.2).

Completion Rate for the Basic Stage in Palestine by Sex for Selected Years
| mBoth Sexes Males Females |

99.2 98.8 99.6 99.2 98.9 99.5 99.3 99.3 993
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Note: The indicator was calculated based on the number of years of study that the individual successfully completed.
The last grade of primary school is the sixth grade.
Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Data base of Labour Force Survey for Years, 2018 - 2022. Ramallah-Palestine.

Inthe year 2022, Palestine’s education statistics showed a completion rate 0f 93.2% for the lower
secondary stage, encompassing both sexes. However, a distinct sex disparity was observed in
these figures. Female students exhibited a notably higher completion rate of 97.1%, in contrast
to their male counterparts, who had a lower rate of 89.5% for the same stage.
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Completion Rate of the Lower Secondary Stage in Palestine by Sex for Selected Years
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Note: The indicator was calculated based on the number of years of study that the individual successfully completed.
The last grade of lower secondary school is the tenth grade.
Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Data base of Labour Force Survey for Years, 2018 - 2022. Ramallah-Palestine.

The completion rate for the upper secondary stage reached 65.6% for both sexes in Palestine,
with a clear difference in favor of females at 73.9% compared to 53.2% for males for the upper
secondary stage during the year 2022.

Completion Rate of the Upper Secondary Stage in Palestine by Sex for Selected Years
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Note: The indicator was calculated based on the number of years of study that the individual successfully completed.
The last grade of upper secondary school is the twelfth grade.

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Data base of Labour Force Survey for Years, 2018 -
2022. Ramallah-Palestine.

4.4 Distribution of Schools in Palestine for the Scholastic Year 2022/2023

In Palestine, the educational infrastructure encompasses a total of 3,190 schools. This total
includes 2,338 government-operated schools, 380 schools managed by the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), and 472 private school. The distribution of these schools
varies regionally, with 2,394 schools located in the West Bank and 796 in the Gaza Strip.
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Furthermore, the schools are categorized by educational stage, comprising 1,919 basic
schools and 1,271 secondary schools.

Table 10: Distribution of Schools in Palestine by Region, Supervising Authority and School Type,
2022/2023

:

Palestine 921 863 554 2338 158 12 101 380 46 29 397 472
West Bank* 721 689 486 1,896 35 48 13 9% 32 23 347 402
GazaStrip 200 174 68 442 123 73 88 284 14 6 50 70
iflr)usa'em 15 15 9 39 2 2 2 6 8 10 41 59

Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem and includes data for Jerusalem (J1).
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine. Palestine.

Table 11: Distribution of Schools in Palestine by Region, Supervising Authority and Stage*,
2022/2023

on | Govement |  uwRwa | prvate |
- mmm

Palestine 1,232 1,106 2,338 378
West Bank* 998 898 1,896 94 2 96 266 136 402
Gaza Strip 234 208 442 284 = 284 43 27 70

* In the scholastic year 2017/2018, the basic stage includes grades from the 1st to the 9th, while secondary stage includes 10th, 11th and 12t
grades, based on the new education law issued by the Ministry of Education that consider the tenth grade to be within the secondary stage.
The sign (-) means none.

*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.

Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.

4.4.1 Average Number of Students Per Classroom for the Scholastic Year 2022/2023

In the scholastic year 2022/2023, the average number of students per classroom in public
schools across Palestine was 29.7. However, this average varied significantly between regions,
with the West Bank reporting an average of 26.7 students per classroom, in contrast to the
Gaza Strip, where the average was notably higher at 38.6 students per classroom. This data
also highlights ongoing challenges faced by UNRWA schools, particularly in the Gaza Strip,
where issues of insufficient classroom space and overcrowding remain prevalent.

/ Gaza Strip

Palestine West Bank
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Table 12: Average Number of Students for Each Classroom in Palestine by Region and Supervising
Authority, 2022/2023

| Total | Govenment |  UNRWA |  Private

Region
Student/classroom | Student/classroom | Student/classroom | Student/classroom

Palestine 30.7 29.7 40.0 22.9
West Bank* 26.4 26.7 34.3 23.1
Gaza Strip 38.7 38.6 41.1 21.7
Jerusalem (J1) 21.9 13.6 17.5 24.6

*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem and includes data for Jerusalem (J1).
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.

For the scholastic year 2022/2023 in Palestine, the average number of students per
classroom varied by educational stage. In the basic stage, the average was 31.3 students
per classroom. This average was lower in the West Bank, at 27.2 students, while in the Gaza
Strip, it was significantly higher at 38.8 students. In the secondary stage, the overall average
number of students per classroom was 28.2. Again, this number was lower in the West Bank,
averaging 23.3 students, and much higher in the Gaza Strip, where it reached 38.4 students
per classroom.

Table 13: Average Number of Students for Each Classroom in Palestine by Region and Stage*,
2022/2023

Region
Student/classroom Student/classroom Student/classroom

Palestine 30.7 31.3 28.2
West Bank* 26.4 27.2 233
Gaza Strip 38.7 38.8 38.4

* In the scholastic year 2017/2018, the basic stage includes grades from the 1st to the 9th, while secondary stage includes 10th, 11th and
12th grades, based on the new education law issued by the Ministry of Education that consider the tenth grade to be within the secondary
stage.

*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.

Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.

4.4.2 School Drop-out Rates

In the scholastic year 2021/2022, Palestine reported relatively low overall dropout rates
across all educational stages, with a rate of 0.82%. This rate, however, exhibited a sex
disparity: it was 1.10% among male students and 0.54% among female students. Breaking
down these rates further by educational stage, the basic education stage saw a dropout
rate of 0.45%, with males at 0.67% and females at 0.23%. In contrast, the dropout rate in
secondary education was notably higher at 2.34%, with male students having a rate of 3.13%
compared to 1.70% for female students.

Table 14: School Drop-out Rates in Palestine by Region, Stage and Sex, 2021/2022

Total  Basic  [secondary |

"E" [ Wiales | FemalesTotal | Males | Females ] Total | iales | FemalesTotal

Palestine 1.10 0.54 0.82 0.67 0.23 0.45 3.13 1.70 2.34
West Bank* 1 79 0.61 0.94 0.82 0.26 0.54 3.55 1.84 2.58
Gaza Strip 0.87 0.46 0.67 0.48 0.19 0.34 2.63 1.51 2.04

*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.
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The Drop-out rates can be attributed to a decline in the ability to study and enter the
workforce, especially among males, or due to engagement in early engagement and marriage,
particularly among females. Other reasons include repeated failure, lack of interest in co-
education or attending a school outside the residential area, in addition to the presence of
some disabilities such as visual impairment and psychological or medical conditions.

4.4.3 School Repetition Rates

In the scholastic year 2021/2022, the rate of grade repetition in Palestine was relatively low
across all educational stages, recorded at 0.46%. This rate showed a slight sex variation, with
0.47% for male students and 0.44% for female students. When analyzed by educational stage,
the basic education level had a repetition rate of 0.42%, with a slightly higher rate of 0.45%
for males compared to 0.40% for females. In secondary education, the repetition rate was
somewhat higher, at 0.59%, with male students having a rate of 0.57% and female students
slightly higher at 0.60%.

Table 15: School Repetition Rates in Palestine by Region, Stage* and Sex, 2021/2022

| Tota [ Basic |  Secondary |
"8 | Males [Females| Total | Males [Females] Total | Wales | Females | Total _

Palestine 0.47 0.44 0.46 0.45 0.40 0.42 0.57 0.60 0.59
West Bank**  0.57 0.52 0.55 0.56 0.51 0.53 0.62 0.57 0.59
Gaza Strip 0.34 0.35 0.34 0.30 0.27 0.28 0.52 0.65 0.59

* In the scholastic year 2017/2018, the basic stage includes grades from the 1st to the 9th, while secondary stage includes 10th, 11th and
12th grades, based on the new education law issued by the Ministry of Education that consider the tenth grade to be within the secondary
stage.

*Data for schools does not include the Jerusalem Education Administration within the Municipality.

Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine

4.4.4 Average number of Students per Teacher for the Scholastic Year 2022/2023

In the scholastic year 2022/2023, the average student-to-teacher ratio in Palestinian schools
was 22.2 students per teacher. In public schools, the average was 20.9 students per teacher,
in schools operated by the UNRWA, the ratio was significantly higher at 32.0 students per
teacher. Private schools, on the other hand, reported the lowest student-to-teacher ratio, with
an average of 16.7 students per teacher.

Table 16: Average Number of Students per Teacher in Palestine by Region and Supervising

Authority, 2023/2022
[Region  [Total  |Government  [UNRWA  [Private |
Palestine 22.2 20.9 32.0 16.7
West Bank* 194 19.6 27.1 16.8
Gaza Strip 27.1 24.1 32.9 16.0
Jerusalem (J1) 16.0 11.7 14.3 18.1

*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem and includes data for Jerusalem (J1).
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.

4.4.5 School Counseling for the Scholastic year 2022/2023

School counselingis crucial in shielding students from the adverse social, economic, and political
impacts of their environments in Palestine. It provides essential tools for students’ survival
and development, mitigates risks, and facilitates the early identification and intervention for
students facing social or psychological challenges.

For the scholastic year 2022/2023, counseling services were available in 77% of schools
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across Palestine. Notably, the Gaza Strip exhibited a higher coverage rate of 93%, compared
to 72% in the West Bank. However, the ratio of students to educational counselors was quite
high, with an average of 557 students per counselor. This ratio was more favorable in the West
Bank, with 452 students per counselor, but it escalated to 793 students per counselor in both
UNRWA and the Gaza Strip schools. These figures highlight a significant gap in counseling
services, particularly when considering the primary preventive goal of these services in the

current challenging circumstances.

Table 17: Numbers of Educational Counselors, Average Number of Students per Counselor and
the Percentage of Schools Covered by Counseling, by Supervisory Authority, 2023/2022.

Supervisory Authority/ Selected Indicators

West Bank* |_Gaza Strip |

Number of Counselors 2,482 1,715 767
Total Average Number of Students per Counselor 557 452 793
Percentage of Schools Covered by Counseling 77.1 72.0 92.5
Number of Counselors 1,724 1,263 461
Government Average Number of Students per Counselor 521 479 637
Percentage of Schools Covered by Counseling 74.0 68.0 99.5
Number of Counselors 341 83 258
UNRWA Average Number of Students per Counselor 995 553 1,137
Percentage of Schools Covered by Counseling 87.1 80.2 89.4
Number of Counselors 417 369 48
Private Average Number of Students per Counselor 346 333 443
Percentage of Schools Covered by Counseling 84.7 89.1 60.0

*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.

4.4.6 Distribution of Schools by Main Source of Water, Electricity

The educational statistics from the scholastic year 2022/2023 demonstrate that the majority
of schools in Palestine have access to basic infrastructure, specifically in terms of electricity
and water supply. In the West Bank, a high percentage of schools, 99%, are connected to the
electricity network. This figure is slightly higher in the Gaza Strip, where 100% of schools have
electricity connections.

When it comes to water supply, 92% of schools in the West Bank are connected to the public
water network. In the Gaza Strip, the percentage is somewhat lower at 87%. However,
it’s important to note that the Gaza Strip faces significant challenges, including frequent
interruptions in electricity service and a scarcity of safe drinking water sources, which impact
the stability and quality of these basic services in educational institutions.

Table 18: Percentage Distribution of Schools in Palestine by Region and the Main Source of Water
and Electricity, 2022/2023.

Main Source of Electricity

Main Source of Water

Public water network mm Public electricity network | Private generator

Region
Palestine 90.9 99.2
West Bank* 92.3 3.7 3.8 0.2 99.0 1.0
Gaza Strip 86.6 133 0.1 - 99.9 0.1

The sign (-) means none.
*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.
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The educational statistics from Palestine indicate that the predominant method of
wastewater disposal in schools is through the public sewage network, utilized by 52% of
schools. Additionally, a significant portion of schools, accounting for 22%, rely on porous
cesspit for wastewater disposal.

Table 19: Percentage Distribution of Schools in Palestine by Region and the Primary Method of
Wastewater Disposal, 2022/2023.

Public sewage

Palestine 51.7 21.8 25.9
West Bank* 39.9 25.3 33.9 0.9
Gaza Strip 87.2 11.2 1.6 -

The sign (-) means none.
*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.

4. 4.7 Students, the Internet and Computers

The data from Palestine shows a significant advancement in the integration of internet
connectivity in schools for educational purposes over the period from the 2012/2013 to
2022/2023 scholastic years. The percentage of schools connected to the internet has seen a
remarkable increase, rising from 48% in the 2012/2013 scholastic year to 99% in 2022/2023.
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Percentage of Schools Connected to the Internet* for Educational Purposes in Palestine,
2012/2013-2022/2023
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Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey 2012/2013 -2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 4.a.1.2
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The data pertaining to the acquisition of computer devices for educational purposes in
Palestinian schools indicates a significant improvement over the period from the 2012/2013
to 2022/2023 scholastic years. There has been a noticeable increase in the percentage of
schools equipped with computer devices, rising from 85% in the 2012/2013 scholastic year
to 91% in 2022/2023.

Percentage of Schools That Obtain Computer Devices* for Educational Purposes in Palestine,
2012/2013 - 2022/2023
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Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey 2012/2013 -2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.

*Sustainable Development Indicator 4.a.1.3

The average number of students per computer in UNRWA schools reached 35.6 students,
while it was 17.0 students in Public schools, while it was the lowest in private schools,
reaching 11.8 students per computer.

Average number of Students per Computer in Palestine Schools by Region and Supervising

Authority, 2022/2023
60 - Total Government UNRWA Private
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0
Gaza Strip West Bank* Palestine
Region

*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.
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4.4.8 Average Number of Students per Drinking Water Fountain, Toilet, and Hand Sink

The data from the scholastic year 2022/2023 indicates that all schools in Palestine, representing
a full 100%, had access to basic drinking water facilities.

Percentage of Schools with Basic Drinking Water* in Palestine, 2012/2013 — 2022/2023
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Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey 2012/2013 -2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.

*Sustainable development indicator 4.a.1.5

Average Number of Students Per Drinking Fountain in Palestine Schools by Region and
Supervising Authority, 2022/2023
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*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.
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About 41 students share a single drinking fountain, while 40 students share the same toilet and
46 students share a single hand sink in Palestine. We notice a clear gap in these rates when
comparing the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. About 52 students share the same toilet in the
Gaza Strip schools compared to 34 student share the same toilet in the West Bank schools.

Percentage of Schools with Single-Sex Basic Health Facilities* in Palestine, 2012/2013-
2022/2023
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Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey 2012/2013 -2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 4.a.1.6

In the scholastic year 2022/2023, all schools in Palestine, amounting to 100%, were equipped
with basic, single-sex health facilities.

Average Number of Students per Toilet in Palestine Schools by Region and Supervising Authority,
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*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.
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Percentage of Schools with Basic Hand Washing Facilities* in Palestine, 2012/2013- 2022/2023
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*Basic handwashing facilities are defined as handwashing facilities with soap and water available for both females and males.
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey 2012/2013 -2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 4.a.1.7

The data shows that there is a clear improvement in the percentage of schools that have
basic hand washing facilities, as it increased from 96% in the scholastic year 2012/2013 to
100% in the scholastic year 2022/2023.

Average Number of Students per Laundry in Palestine Schools by Region and Supervising

Authority, 2022/2023
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*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.
Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.
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4.5 Students with Disabilities in Schools

Data shows that there is a noticeable improvement in the percentage of schools that have
infrastructure and materials adapted to the needs of students with disabilities, as it increased
from 62% in the scholastic year 2012/2013 to 71% in the scholastic year 2022/2023.

Percentage of Schools with Infrastructure and Materials Adapted to the Needs of
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Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 4.a.1.4
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The data from the scholastic year 2022/2023 shows that among students with disabilities
attending government schools in Palestine, communication disorders are the most common
type of disability, accounting for 42% of cases. Following this, movement disabilities and
cerebral palsy constitute a significant portion, representing 32% of disabilities among these

students.

Table 20: Distribution of Students with Disabilities Enrolled in Public Schools in Palestine
by Type of Disability, Sex and Region, 2022/2023

Disability Type and Sex Reglon
Palestine West Bank* Gaza Strip
Communication Disorders Males 1,698 1,012 686
Females 1,359 860 499
Both sexes 3,057 1,872 1,185
Movement + cerebral palsy Males 1,172 686 486
Females 1,151 665 486
Both sexes 2,323 1,351 972
learning difficulties Males 240 240
Females 404 404
Both sexes 644 644 0
Autism and pervasive developmen- | Males 218 208 10
EllClEe e B Females 112 105 7
Both sexes 330 313 17
Mild and moderate mental illness, Males 405 397 8
B:I\:‘I;\ syndrome, and developmental Females 53 564 18
Both sexes 987 961 26
Total Males 3,733 2,543 1,190
Females 3,608 2,598 1,010
Both sexes 7,341 5,141 2,200

*Data for schools does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.

Source: Ministry of Education, 2023. Data base of education survey for scholastic year 2022\2023. Ramallah — Palestine.
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Chapter Five




Health Sector

Investing in children’s health is a crucial step towards
creating a society that is both healthy and productive.
Achieving this goal requires a multifaceted approach,
encompassing legal, legislative, policy, and planning
dimensions. It involves the implementation of
comprehensive programs, the allocation of appropriate

State  parties  recognize
the child’s rights to enjoy
the highest possible health
level and to have access to
medical treatment and health

renabilitation. State Parties
shall exert utwmost efforts
to enswure that no child gist
denied its right to these health
care services.

budgets, and the provision of both curative and
preventive healthcare services. Building partnerships
and enhancing awareness among children, households,
society, and the state about the importance of
children’s health is also vital. Equipping children with
the knowledge to make healthy lifestyle choices and to
understand prevention strategies is key. A special focus
should be placed on marginalized children and those
at risk of marginalization, as this will help to bridge the
health and social disparities among children in different regions of Palestine. By targeting
these groups, there can be a significant reduction in the financial and health burdens on the
society. This approach not only protects children in the present but also safeguards their
future, particularly against chronic diseases.

(child’s Rights Convention,
Article 24-1)

5.1 Care During Pregnancy and Delivery

The Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 2019-2020, provides insightful data
regarding care during pregnancy and delivery for women aged (15-49 years) in Palestine.
During the period 2017- 2019, a significant majority of these women, 95%, received
antenatal care at least four times. The survey also shows some regional and socioeconomic
disparities. In the West Bank, 94% of women received antenatal care four or more times,
slightly less than the 95% in the Gaza Strip. Additionally, there’s a notable difference based
on the economic status of the households. Women from wealthier households had a higher
percentage of antenatal care at 97%, compared to 94% for women from poorer households.
Furthermore, Survey data indicates that the proportion of births that occurred at home was
0.3%, while the remaining births took place in healthcare facilities.

Percentage of Women Aged (15-49 Years) In Palestine Who Received Health Care During
Pregnancy by the Number of Times They Received Care, 2019

95.4 94.3 94.8
1-3 times
Four times or
more
3.8 29 3.3
Gaza strip West bank Palestine
Region

Source: ralestinian Lentral Bureau or STAtSTICS, ZUZL. Falestinian IvVIuItpIe INAICator LIUster Survey vatapase, ZUuly-zuzu. kamallah —
Palestine.
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On the other hand, the percentage of women aged (20-24 years) who gave birth when they
were less than 18 years old was 6%, and it was highest in the Gaza Strip, 8%, compared to
the West Bank, 4%.

5.2 Vaccinations

Vaccination is recognized as a highly effective method for safeguarding children against
infectious diseases. By immunizing children, vaccines not only prevent them from contracting
certain infectious diseases but also avert the potential severe complications associated with
these illnesses, thereby contributing to a healthier society devoid of infectious diseases.

The data showed that 95% of children in the age group (12—23 months) received the third
dose of the triple vaccination against diphtheria, pertussis, and tetanus (DTP3), 93% in the
West Bank and 97% in the Gaza Strip, with a slight difference that was almost insignificant. It
is mentioned among male and female children during the year 2019-2020.

Percentage of Children (12-23 Months) in Palestine Who Received the Third Dose of the Triple
Vaccination against Diphtheria, Pertussis, and Tetanus (DTP3) In a Given Year by Region and Sex,
2019-2020
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020. Ramallah - Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 3. B.1.1

92% of children in the age group (12-23 months) received the third dose of the pneumococcal
polysaccharide vaccine (PCV3), 89% in the West Bank and 95% in the Gaza Strip. Regarding
sex distribution, the vaccination percentages are 92% for male children and 91% for female
children during the year 2019-2020

Percentage of Children (12-23 Months) In Palestine Who Received the Third Dose of
Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Vaccine (PCV3) in a Given Year by Sex and Region, 2019-2020
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020. Ramallah — Palestine
*Sustainable development indicator 3. B.1.2
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In the year 2019-2020, the data for Palestine indicates that a high percentage of children in
the age group of (24-35 months) received their second dose of the measles vaccine, with a
national coverage of 94%. In the West Bank, the coverage was 92%, whereas in the Gaza
Strip, it was 97%.

Sex-wise, the distribution of the measles vaccination was equitable, with both male and
female children receiving the vaccine at an identical rate of 94%.

Percentage of Children (24-35 months) in Palestine who Received the Second dose of Measles
Vaccination in a given year by Sex and Region, 2019-2020
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020. Ramallah — Palestine.
*Sustainable development indicator 3. B.1.3

5.3 Immunizations against infectious diseases

Palestine ranks highly in the field of coverage of basic vaccinations®, with 86% of children
aged 24-35 months fully vaccinated at any time against preventable childhood diseases. 83%
in the West Bank and 91% in the Gaza Strip during 2019-2020.

Significant health milestones have been achieved in Palestine over the years. Notably, the
last case of polio was recorded in 1988. In 2022, 33 cases of acute flaccid paralysis were
monitored (28 cases in the West Bank and 5 in the Gaza Strip), and all were found to be
free of the polio virus. Additionally, there were no recorded cases of measles in 2022. The
Ministry of Health ensures that children receive two doses of the measles vaccine at the ages
of one and a year and a half. Furthermore, pregnant women attending government clinics
are provided with the tetanus vaccine, which has contributed to the absence of reported
cases of tetanus among newborns in recent years.

However, other diseases remain a concern. In 2022, there were 193 reported cases of
mumps in Palestine (42 in the West Bank and 151 in the Gaza Strip). Additionally, 15 cases
of pulmonary tuberculosis were recorded (7 in the West Bank and 8 in the Gaza Strip), along
with 6 cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis (5 in the Gaza Strip and 1 in the West Bank).
Despite these cases, the vaccination rate against tuberculosis (BCG) for newborns is very high,
almost achieving complete coverage. Since 1996, the Ministry of Health has implemented
the Directly Observed Treatment, Short-course (DOTS) system for treating tuberculosis
patients, which involves direct monitoring and treatment, further indicating robust efforts in
managing tuberculosis in Palestine.

6 °Basic vaccinations: include (BCG tuberculosis, the third dose of the OPV3 polio vaccine, the third dose of the
DPT3 vaccine (diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus)).
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5.4 Children’s diseases

Dehydration resulting from severe diarrhea is a significant health concern for children under
the age of five, often leading to illness and even death. An effective response to combat
dehydration is the administration of oral rehydration solutions, which provide essential
rehydration salts and encourage the child to eat during meals. For infants under six months,
this typically involves continuing breastfeeding, while older children are given solid foods to
prevent malnutrition, which can exacerbate their nutritional status”

Data from the Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2019-2020 showed that 15% of
children under the age of five experienced episodes of diarrhea. Males were more affected
than females, with a prevalence of 16% among males and 13% among females. There were
regional variations, with a rate of 13% in the West Bank and a higher rate of 17% in the
Gaza Strip. Notably, the highest percentage of diarrhea cases occurred among children aged
(12-23 months). This age group is particularly vulnerable to microbial infections leading to
diarrhea due to their exploratory behavior, including putting objects in their mouths. Beyond
this age (24 months and older), children typically have stronger immunity and better health,
resulting in a decrease in the incidence of diarrhea.

Regarding caregiving practices during episodes of diarrhea, the survey indicated that 28% of
mothers and caregivers increased the fluid intake of children, while 44% maintained the usual
fluid intake. In terms of food consumption, 31% slightly reduced the child’s food intake, while
33% continued to provide the same amount of food as usual. These findings underscore the
diverse caregiving approaches employed during episodes of childhood diarrhea in Palestine.

Respiratory infections, particularly pneumonia, are a significant contributor to infant and child
mortality. It’s important to emphasize that early detection and timely treatment can prevent
a substantial number of these fatalities. In the Palestinian Multiple Indicator Survey 2019-
2020, mothers and caregivers of children were asked specific questions about their child’s
recent health status. They were inquired whether the child had experienced symptoms such
as cough or high temperature in the two weeks preceding the survey, and whether the child
had exhibited rapid or abnormal breathing. The survey results showed that 7% of children
under the age of five had suffered from pneumonia. Notably, this percentage was slightly
higher in the Gaza Strip (8%) compared to the West Bank (6%).

In terms of seeking advice and medical treatment, approximately 77% of mothers and
caregivers of children with respiratory infections in Palestine sought consultation from a clinic
or hospital. It’s worth noting that this percentage was slightly higher for female children (79%)
compared to male children (76%). Additionally, there were regional differences in healthcare
utilization. Households living in refugee camps and in the Gaza Strip tended to rely more
on UNRWA'’s healthcare services, with 56% of mothers and caregivers in camps and 43% in
the Gaza Strip visiting UNRWA clinics for their children’s healthcare needs. In contrast, in
the West Bank, 63% of households sought care from private doctors’ clinics. This variation
may be attributed to the distribution of healthcare facilities, with a higher concentration of
doctors’ clinics in rural areas, primarily in the West Bank.

7  World Health Organization, 1992. Training course in diarrhea management, participant guide.
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Percentage of Children Under Five Years Old in Palestine Who Suffered from A Respiratory
Infection During the Two Weeks Preceding the Survey and Whose Mothers/Caregivers Sought
Advice by Type of Community and Source of Consultation, 2019-2020.
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020. Ramallah -
Palestine.

5.5 Access to safe drinking water*

About 40% of households in Palestine use a safely managed drinking water source
(households that have improved sources of drinking water, free of bacteria (E.coli) and
available when needed); However, less than one in 20 households (4%) in the Gaza Strip has
safe drinking water, compared to about two-thirds (66%) of households in the West Bank in
2019. *(Sustainable Development Indicator 6.1.1).

Percentage of Population Benefiting from Safe Managed Drinking Water Services in Palestine by
Region, 2019
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database 2019-2020. Ramallah - Palestine.
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5.6 Handwashing*

Washing hands with soap and water is considered the most cost-effective way to combat
diarrhea and acute respiratory infections in children under five years of age. 95% of
households in Palestine in 2019 have facilities for washing hands with soap and water, 96%
in the West Bank, and 95% in the Gaza Strip. However, this number decreases to 90% in the
poorest households. *Sustainable Development Indicator (6.2.1.2).

Percentage of Households Using Hand Washing Facilities with Soap and Water in Palestine by

Region, 2019
95.5
95.2
94.7
Palestine West Bank Gaza strip
Region

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020 Ramallah — Palestine.

5.7 Nutrition indicators

The right to access sufficient quantities and quality of food is considered one of the basic
rights for the survival, growth and development of the child. Studies indicate the importance
of feeding the child and the mother during pregnancy, and obtaining the necessary vitamins
and fortifiers to protect the child, and the importance of absolute breastfeeding during the
first six months of the child’s life to give the child the necessary immunity from diseases
during that period.

On the other hand, there is a direct relationship between vitamin A deficiency and short
stature, delayed growth, night blindness, and increased mortality as the body becomes
vulnerable to infections. As for anemia due to iron deficiency, it leads to increased maternal
and infant mortality rates, the chances of stillbirth, and cases of low birth weight. Premature
birth, and possible brain damage to the fetus. To prevent vitamin A deficiency, the mother
must be educated on the many benefits of breastfeeding as breast milk is a natural product
of vitamin A, thus providing infants with adequate amounts of vitamin A at breastfeeding
age®.

8  http://www.who.int/nutrition/topics/vad/en/
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The percentage of children (under 6 months) who were exclusively breastfed reached 43%
in the year 2019-2020, as for sex, it was 42% for males compared to 45% for females. While
the percentage of children aged (12-15 months) who were continuously breastfed for a year
reached 50%, it was distributed 57% for males compared to 43% for females. While the
percentage of children (20 -23 months) who were breastfed continuously for two years: 11%,
it was 11% for males compared to 12% for females.

It is noted that exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months’ decreases as the mother’s level
of education increases (38% higher education compared to 55% among women with basic
education or less), and this may be partly due to the need for educated, working mothers to
return to work after maternity leave ends after 70 days. According to the Palestinian Labour
Law, although the law gives the mother the right to an hour of breastfeeding for a full year
after giving birth, most people prefer to take advantage of that hour at the end of work, when
most children are in daycare centers or in places relatively far away for the mother to reach
to breastfeed her child. Then return to the workplace. It is also observed that breastfeeding
continues longer than one year of age in urban areas (52%).

Percentage of Continuing Breastfeeding for one year for Children in Palestine in the age group
(12-15 months) by Type of Locality, 2019
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey database, 2019-2020. Ramallah —
Palestine.

In 2022, the Ministry of Health reported a concerning health issue in the West Bank
governorates, where 35% of the 59,515 children who were evaluated at the age of 12 months
were diagnosed with anemia.

The nutritional and health status of children in Palestine, as indicated by the underweight
index, shows critical insights into their overall well-being. Being underweight is often a sign
of acute malnutrition, whereas stunting typically indicates chronic malnutrition, which can
be a marker of poverty.

The data highlights that 11% of newborns in Palestine weigh less than 2,500 grams at birth
according Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, 2019-2020. This incidence is higher
in the West Bank (12%) compared to the Gaza Strip (9%). A notable difference is also seen
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between rural and urban/camp children, with rural areas reporting higher percentages (12%)
compared to urban (11%) and camp settings (8%).

In terms of broader malnutrition indicators, 2% of children under five in both the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip are moderately underweight, with a slight sex difference (3% in males and
2% in females). Furthermore, 9% of children under five are affected by moderate stunting, a
percentage consistent across both the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and among both sexes.
(Sustainable Development Indictor 2.2.1).

Prevalence of Malnutrition among Children Under Five Years of Age in Palestine by
Region 2014, 2019
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2015. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, 2014. Ramallah - Palestine.
Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey database, 2019-2020. Ramallah — Palestine.

Moderate wasting®, which is a sign of acute undernutrition, affects 1% of the children in this
age group across Palestine. This issue is more prevalent in the West Bank, with a percentage
of 2%, compared to 1% in the Gaza Strip. Interestingly, the prevalence of moderate wasting
is uniform across sexes, affecting 1% of both male and female children.

In contrast, the issue of overweight is more widespread, affecting 9% of the children under
five in Palestine. Regionally, there’s a significant disparity: 11% of children in the West Bank
are overweight*, as opposed to 6% in the Gaza Strip. Sex-wise, overweight affects 10%
of male children, which is higher than the 7% observed in female children. *(Sustainable
Development Index 2.2.2.1) and *(Sustainable Development Index 2.2.2.2)

5.8 Health insurance for children

Data from the Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, 2019-2020, indicated that 82%
of children (5-17 years) have health insurance, 72% in the West Bank and 95% in the Gaza
Strip, and there is no significant disparity between males and females, as it reached 82 % and
83%, respectively. Note that children under five years old receive free treatment from the
Palestinian Ministry of Health, regardless of their availability of health insurance.
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Percentage of Children Aged (5-17 Years) in Palestine Covered by Health Insurance by
Region and Sex, 2019
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey database, 2019-2020. Ramallah - Palestine
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6.1 Child in Labour

The percentage of working children in the age group of (10-14 years) in Palestine reached
1%, (2% in the West Bank and 1% in the Gaza Strip). At the national level for the age group of
(15-17 years), this percentage was 7%, comprising 10% in the West Bank and 3% in the Gaza
Strip, for the year 2022.

Percentage of Working Children (10-17 Years) From Palestine by Region and Age Group, 2022
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Data base of Labour Force Survey, 2022. Ramallah-Palestine.

As for working children in Labour who are not enrolled in education, between the previous
two age groups, it reached 22% and 36% of the total children not enrolled in education,
respectively, in 2022. While the percentage of children in labor and are enrolled in education
reached 1% for the age group (10-14 years) for the same year, and reached 2% for the age
group (15-17 years).

Percentage of Working Children (10-17 Year) who are Not Currently Enrolled in Education Out of
the Total Children Who are Not Enrolled in Education in Palestine by Region and Age Group, 2022
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Data base of Labour Force Survey, 2022. Ramallah-Palestine.
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2022
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Percentage Distribution of Children Aged (10-17 Year) Working in Palestine by
Employment Status, 2022

60

53.4

50 -
o 40 4 37.0
(o]
8
S 30 -
4
& 20

9.6
10 -

Employer/Self Employed Wage Employee Unpaid Family Member

Employment Status

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Data base of Labour Force Survey, 2022. Ramallah-Palestine.

More than a third of children aged (10-17 years) are working as unpaid household members
in Palestine, and the percentage of paid employees reached (53%) in 2022.

Table 21: Average Daily Wage in Shekels, Median Wage and Average Weekly Working Hours for
Wage-Employed Children (10-17 Year) In Palestine by Region, 2022

Average daily wage in shekels Median daily wage Average weekly working hours

Palestine 76.6 70.0 44.3
West Bank 84.5 76.9 447
Gaza strip 16.0* 16.7* 41.5*

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Data base of Labour Force Survey, 2022. Ramallah-Palestine.
(*): High variance

The disparity appears clearly in the average daily wage for wage-employed children aged
(10-17 years) by region, as the average wage in the West Bank reached (84.5 NIS) compared
to (16.0 NIS) for wage-employed children in the Gaza Strip. Table 21 shows that the average
number of weekly working hours worked by children in Palestine is (44.3 hours) higher than
the average working hours for individuals 15 years and above, reaching (41.3 hours).

The phenomenon of child labor is considered a serious social problem, indicating the use
of children for work during their early years instead of focusing on their fundamental rights
and comprehensive development. This phenomenon results from various factors, including
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poverty, which forces households to rely on the income of children to meet their basic needs.
Children also turn to work in the face of limited educational opportunities and dropout
rates, where work becomes a tangible alternative to education. Households are affected by
challenging economic conditions and job loss, leading children to contribute to supporting
the household.

6.2 Unemployment

The unemployment rate among participants in the labor force for individuals aged 15 years
and above in the year 2022 in Palestine reached 24.4%, compared to 26.4% in the year 2021,
and the gap remains large in unemployment rates between men and women, as this rate
reached 40.4% among women compared to 20.3 % among men in 2022.

As for the unemployment rate among women who head households, it reached 21.0% in
2022, compared to 13.4% among men who head households. This may be reflected on
children who live in households headed by women or men who are among the ranks of
unemployment, whether on the standard of living or psychologically for these children.

Unemployment Rate among Heads of Household in Palestine by Sex of Head of
Household, 2015-2022
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Data base of Labour Force Survey, 2022. Ramallah-Palestine.

6.3 Children in conflict with the law

The 2022 data from the Ministry of Social Development highlights the issue of children in
conflict with the law in the West Bank. A total of 2,043 juveniles were referred to the Juvenile
Protection Counselor during the year. Out of these, a notable number, 260 juveniles, were
admitted to Dar Al Amal, an institution dedicated to observation and social care.
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The Number of Juveniles who were Referred to the Juvenile Protection Counselor and the Number of Juveniles
who were Admitted to Dar Al Amal for Observation and Social Care in the West Bank, 2012-2022

—— Number of juveniles referred to the Juvenile Protection Advisor in the West Bank

Number of juvenile inmates admitted to Dar Al Amal for observation and social care
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Source: Ministry of Social Development, 2023. Annual Statistical Report for 2022. Ramallah — Palestine.

Number of Juveniles Referred to the Juvenile Protection Counselor in the West Bank, by Sex, 2022
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Source: Ministry of Social Development, 2023. Annual Statistical Report for 2022. Ramallah — Palestine.

98% of the juveniles referred to the Juvenile Protection Counselor in the West Bank are
male, compared to 2% female.
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Percentage Distribution of Juvenile Children in the West Bank by Age Group in 2022

= 16-18 Year

*13-15 Year

Juveniles who committed
violations while they were
under the age of juveniles

Source: Ministry of Social Development, 2023. Annual Statistical Report for 2022. Ramallah — Palestine.

53% of the juveniles who were referred to the Juvenile Protection counselor in the West
Bank were in the age group (16-18 years), compared to 43% in the age group (13-15 years),
while 4% committed the violation while they were of the age of juveniles in the year 2022 in
the West Bank.

Distribution of Juveniles Referred to the Juvenile Counselor Guide in the West Bank According to
the Act Assigned for the Year 2022
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Actions attributed to juveniles

Looking at the actions attributed to when referring them to the Juvenile
juveniles when referring them to the Protection advisor in the West Bank
Juvenile Protection advisor in the West

Bank, we find that 29% of the juveniles act of traffic

were assigned the act of “harm,” then
comes the juveniles who were assigned the
act of traffic violations and other violations

violations and
other violations

at a rate of 20%, and a percentage of 16% of 11%
the juveniles were assigned the act of theft, act of
and 11% were assigned the act of quarrels quarrels and
and threats. threats

6.4 Social Welfare, Cash assistance

Data from the Ministry of Social Development for the year 2022° show that the number of
children from poor households receiving cash assistance reached 238,359 children, 36,589
in the West Bank and 201,770 in the Gaza Strip.

Percentage Distribution of Children from Palestinian Households Benefiting from the Cash
Assistance Program by Region, 2022
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Source: Ministry of Social Development, 2023. Annual Statistical Report for 2022. Ramallah — Palestine.

The dataclearlyindicates adisparity in the distribution of aid to children from poor households
between the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. Children in poor households residing in the Gaza
Strip received a greater amount of aid compared to those in the West Bank.

6.5 Children Without Household Care

The Palestinian Cluster Multi-Indicator Survey for 2019-2020 showed that 2% of children
aged (0-17 years) are orphans (having lost one or both parents), and 2% of children aged
(0-17 years) live with only their mother while their fathers are alive, with a rate of 3% in the
Gaza Strip compared to 2% in the West Bank. While the percentage of children living with
both parents was 1% in Palestine, comprising 2% in the Gaza Strip and 1% in the West Bank.

. Ramallah — Palestine.

9 Source inist'r f iI vpéés,fz
73



Who live with father Who live with mother

. One or both of the Who live with one
mother mother father father

Palestine 23 0.5

West Bank 2.0 0.4 0.2 0.6 1.7 1.8
Gaza strip 2.7 0.6 0.6 1.5 1.9 2.7
Sex

Males 2.3 0.3 0.4 0.9 1.7 1.9
Females 2.3 0.7 0.3 1.0 1.8 2.5

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020. Ramallah — Palestine.

6.6 Children of Unknown Parentage and lllegitimate

Data from the Ministry of Social Development for the year 2022 indicate that the number of
children of unknown parentage and born out of wedlock for the year 2022 who were reported
in all social development offices in the West Bank reached 12 children, and the issuance of
birth certificates for them was followed up, and 9 children were nominated for households
qualified for fostering and foster households and they were handed over according to the
system: 5 male children and 4 female children. Special amendments were also made to the
first and last names of a number of children fostered through the Ministry of Interior.

6.7 Violence against children
6.7.1 Violence against Children (1-11 Years) by One of the Parents

According to data from the Violence in Palestinian Society Survey, 2019, 78% of children
(1-11 years) in Palestine were exposed to one type of violence by a parent, regardless of its
type; 74% in the West Bank and 83% in the Gaza Strip, as reported by their caregivers.

The data showed that psychological violence is the most common type of violence practiced
by a parent against children aged (1-11 years) in Palestine, where they were exposed to
it with a percentage of 75%, and physical violence is the second type that children were
exposed to by a parent with a percentage of 65%, according to what was reported by their
caregivers.
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Table 23: Percentage of Children (1 - 11 Years) in Palestine who were Exposed to One Type of
Violence by one of the Parents during the Past 12 Months by Background Characteristics and
Type of Violence, 2019

Background Type of Violence Exposed to Violence by
Characteristics Physical Violence Psychological Violence One of the Parents

Palestine 64.9 75.3 77.7
West Bank 59.8 72.1 74.3
Gaza Strip 71.8 79.6 82.5
Locality Type

Urban 64.2 75.1 77.4
Rural 68.9 75.8 80.1
Camps 63.4 76.0 77.1

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2022. Violence Survey in the Palestinian Society, 2019 - Main Findings. Ramallah - Palestine.

The data indicated that 79% of male children (1-11 years) in Palestine were exposed to any
type of violence by one of their parents compared to 76% of females, where 77% of male
children were exposed to psychological violence compared to 73% of females, and 68% of
male children were exposed to physical violence compared to 62 % of females, according to
the statement of their caregivers.

Percentage of Children (1- 11 Years) in Palestine Who were Exposed to Violence by One of their
Parents during the Past 12 Months by Sex and Type of Violence, 2019
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Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2022. Violence Survey in the Palestinian Society, 2019 - Main Findings. Ramallah - Palestine.

6.7.2 Online Sexual Abuse Against Children (1-11 years)

9% of children (1-11 years) in Palestine were exposed to sexual abuse via the Internet (the
child is exposed to watching pictures of a sexual nature or watching violent movies/images
on the Internet); 10% in the West Bank and 8% in the Gaza Strip, according to the statement
of their caregivers.

6.7.3 Sexual Harassment by Others Against Children (1-11 Years)

1% of children (1-11 years) in Palestine were exposed to sexual harassment by others
(knowledge or hearing of a child being exposed to a situation of sexual harassment by others);
1% in the West Bank and 1% in the Gaza Strip, according to the statement of their caregivers.
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Table 24: Percentage of Children (1 - 11 Years) in Palestine who were Exposed to One Type of
Violence during the Past 12 Months by Background Characteristics and Type of Violence, 2019

Type of Violence

Background hvsical hological Viol | |
Characteristics Physical or Psycho oglca. Violence Sexual Abuse by Sexual Harassment by
from any Care Providers* Internet Others

Palestine 8.9 9.1 1.1
West Bank 7.8 9.6 1.0
Gaza Strip 10.4 8.3 1.3
Locality Type

Urban 8.3 8.4 1.1
Rural 11.0 13.3 1.5
Camps 10.5 7.8 0.6
Sex

Male 10.3 10.8 1.2
Female 7.5 7.3 1.1

*Care Providers Include: (kindergarten, preschool, teachers at schools, nurse, social worker)
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2022. Violence Survey in the Palestinian Society, 2019 - Main Findings. Ramallah - Palestine.

6.7.4 Violence within the Household for Children (12-17 years)

7 out of every 10 children (71%) aged (12-17 years) were exposed (at least once) to one
type of violence within the household; 63% in the West Bank compared to 82% in the Gaza
Strip. 61% of them were exposed to psychological violence by their fathers, while 25% of
them were exposed to physical violence. In contrast, 62% of these children were exposed to
psychological violence by their mothers and 25% were exposed to physical violence, based
on the results of the Violence in Palestinian Society Survey, 2019.

Table 25: Percentage of Children (12-17 Years) in Palestine who were Exposed (At
Least Once) to One Type of Violence by One of the Parents during the Past 12 Months
by Region and Aggressor, 2019

76

e T e
. Exposed to
Region Vel Psychological physical violence Psychological physical violence
Violence Violence

Palestine 70.9 60.9 25.2 61.8 24.5
West Bank 63.3 52.9 14.9 56.1 17.4
Gaza Strip 81.8 72.3 40.1 69.9 34.6

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2022. Violence Survey in the Palestinian Society, 2019 - Main Findings. Ramallah - Palestine.

6.7.5 Cyber violence against Children (12-17 years)

10% of children aged (12-17 years) in Palestine were exposed to one type of cyber violence by
others through their use of social media sites during the 12 months preceding the interview
in 2019. 11% in the West Bank and 9% in the Gaza Strip. This percentage reached 10% among
male children aged (12-17 years) and 11% among female children in Palestine, based on the
results of the Violence in Palestinian Society Survey, 2019.
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6.8 Coping Strategies for Palestinian Households

Palestinian households respond to food shortages by using coping strategies that households
use in order to provide food in light of food shortages or lack of the availability of money
to buy food. The results of the survey of the psychological conditions of Palestinians in the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip in light of the May 2021 aggression indicated that 38% Of
households in Palestine resort to refrain the consumption of expensive foods and resort to
alternatives (buying cheap foods instead of expensive foods) when there is not enough food
or money to buy food, as there are 24% of households resort to using this strategy in The
West Bank compared to 63% in the Gaza Strip.

As for the second coping strategy that Palestinian households resort to, it is purchasing low-
quality foods from the market (market’s leftover). It represented 35% (21% of households in
the West Bank resorted to using it, and 61% of households resorted to it in the Gaza Strip).

The results showed that 26% of Palestinian households resort to using the strategy of reducing
the number of meals consumed for all household members, with 18% of households in the
West Bank resorting to this method, and 40% in the Gaza Strip. 23% of Palestinian households
resort to using the strategy of reducing the quantity of food eaten by adults in favor of
children, (17% of households in the West Bank, and 35% in the Gaza Strip).

Percentage of Households in Palestine by Coping Strategy (7 Days Preceding the Interview) by
Region, 2022
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Database of the psychological conditions survey of Palestinians in the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip in light of the May 2021 aggression. Ramallah - Palestine.

Child nutrition is vital throughout a child’s development because it plays a pivotal role in
their growth, cognitive development, academic performance, and future productivity. When
households are compelled to opt for inexpensive or lower-quality foods, or when they
cut down on meal frequency or portion sizes, it has repercussions on children, resulting
in malnutrition. Malnutrition can manifest as delayed growth or undesirable weight gain,
adversely affecting their overall well-being and potential.
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6.9 The Financial Situation of Households with Children (Under 18 Years) According
to the Households’ Point of View

2 out of every 10 households (23%) with children under 18 years in Palestine classified their
financial situation as poor, as this percentage reached 10% in the West Bank, and 45% in
the Gaza Strip. While 76% of households with children under 18 years of age in Palestine
reported that their financial situation is middle, this percentage was 89% in the West Bank
compared to 53% in the Gaza Strip.

Percentage Distribution of Households in Palestine with children under 18 years of age by Region
and their Perception of Households Financial Status, 2022
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Database of the psychological conditions survey of Palestinians in the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip in light of the May 2021 aggression. Ramallah - Palestine.
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EarlyChildhood Developmentisapredictableorganized processthroughstagesofdevelopment
during which mobility, cognitive, speech, emotional and social milestones are achieved.
Physical development, literacy and numeracy and social and emotional development, along
with an eagerness to learn, are vital to the healthy development of a child and form the basis
of all human development. An early childhood development index* (ECDI). This index refers
to measurements of the status of development of children with the objective of enriching
public policy information on the status of development of children in Palestine with regard to
literacy/numeracy, physical development, social/emotional development and learning. The
indicators in this manual show the percentages of children who are on track developmentally
in at least three of these four areas. *(Sustainable Development Indicator 4.1.2)

84% of children aged 3-4 years are developmentally in track; analysis of the four areas of
child development in 2019, this percentage was 72% in 2014.

EDCI in Palestine According to the Four Areas of Child Development, 2014, 2019
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2014, 2019-2020 Ramallah -
Palestine.

The high progressrateinallareasindividually is mainly due to childrenin thericher households
who regularly attend preschool education and children who do not have difficulties. (Multiple
Indicator ClusterSurvey,2014,2019-2020).

The following figures indicate the percentages of children aged (3-4 years) who were on
track with their development in terms of literacy and numeracy, emotional, physical and
educational development. The indicators for early childhood development are shown for
2019 by region, sex, type of locality, Governorate, age, maternal education, wealth index,
early enrollment in pre-school education and child’s functional difficulties.
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EDCI in Palestine according to Wealth index, 2014, 2019
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2014, 2019-2020 Ramallah
— Palestine.

EDCI in Palestine According to Background Characteristics, 2014, 2019
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2014, 2019-2020 Ramallah
— Palestine

Data indicate that children in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip are progressing in a similar
manner, at 84% and 83%, respectively, and the same is true for children residing in the
countryside, urban areas, and camps, with some slight differences, at 84%, 83%, and 82%,
respectively. By sex, the percentage of female children (3-4 years) who were on the correct
developmental track was 86%, compared to 82% for male children.
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Percentage of Children Aged (36-59 Months) in Palestine Enrolled in Early Education by Region
and Governorate, 2019-2020
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020 Ramallah -
Palestine.

Indicator of Early Childhood Development in Palestine by Pre-School Enrollment and

Age, 2014, 2019
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2014, 2019-2020 Ramallah
- Palestine.

As expected, early childhood development indicators were much higher for children in the 4
years (91%) than for children in the 3 years (78%) as children acquire more skills over time.
Figures were also higher for children who attended preschool (92%) than for those who did
not (80%).
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Early Childhood Development Index in Palestine According to Mother’s Education/Child
Functional Difficulties Index, 2019
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2023. Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey Database, 2019-2020 Ramallah -
Palestine.

Children who have functional difficulties score lower on the Early Childhood Development
Index by 43%, compared to children who do not have functional difficulties by 85%. There was
a strong correlation between competency in literacy and numeracy and levels of maternal
education.

It has been well-established that rapid brain development takes place within the first 2-4
years of a child’s life and that quality of home care is a crucial factor in a child’s development.
As a result, the availability of books in homes, the engagement of adults in activities with
children, and the conditions of care are important indicators of the quality of the home
environment. Physical and mental health and emotional security are important prerequisites
to a child being ready for social interaction and intellectual stimulation.

Information was collected on a number of activities that support early learning as part of the
PMICS in 2019. This included information on adults interacting with children in the following
activities: reading books or comics together, storytelling, singing songs, accompanying
children outside of the home, playing with children and doing other activities together such
as crafts or counting.

In 2019 Eight out of every ten children in the age group (2-4 years) (around 76%) had
participated with one adult in more than four activities that develop learning and readiness
for school during the three days preceding the survey this percentage was 78% in 2014. Data
showed variations on the basis of geographical regions West Bank 80% compared with 70%
in the Gaza Strip in 2019, these percentages were respectively 83% and 72% in 2014. Findings
were higher for children in rural areas (77%) compared to children in urban areas (76%) and
camps (75%) in 2019, Compared to 2014, the percentages were 81% in rural areas, 78% in
urban areas, and 71% in camps. Findings are also impacted by households’ socioeconomic
situation and figures were higher for richer children compared to poorer children.
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Table 26: Percentage of Children Aged (2-4 years) who participated with one Adult Member of

their Household in Activities that Stimulate Learning and Readiness for School, 2019

Background

characteristics

Percentage of children
who participated with an
adult family member in
four or more activities

Percentage of children
who participated with
their biological fathers in
four or more activities

Percentage of children
who participated with
their biological mothers in
four or more activities

Palestine
West Bank
Gaza Strip
Sex

Male
Female
Type of Locality
Urban

Rural

Camp

Age in years
2 years

3 years

4 years

Mother’s education

Basic and below
Secondary

Higher

75.8
80.4
69.6

74.9
76.9

75.6
77.4
74.9

75.2
76.1
76.3

62.9
75.8
81.7

Functional difficulties in the child

functional
difficulties

no functional
difficulties
Wealth index
Poorest
Second
Middle
Fourth

Richest

57.0

76.3

65.7
70.4
76.5
82.1
87.2

18.6
23.4
12.1

17.9
19.4

18.4
19.7
18.8

194
19.8
16.4

10.9
15.7
24.4

15.7

18.7

10.6
13.4
16.4
24.0
31.3

66.1
71.3
58.9

65.0
67.2

66.0
67.7
63.7

67.6
64.6
66.0

48.9
65.5
74.3

49.7

66.5

56.4
58.0
64.0
73.4
81.5

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2020. Base of the Palestinian Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey, 2019-2020. Ramallah—Palestine.
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Adults engaged with children in an average of 4.5 activities. Table (26) shows that
the percentage of children who participated with an adult household member in four
or more activities was 76%. The average engagement of biological fathers with their
children was 2 activities, as the percentage of children engaged with their biological
fathers in such activities was 19%. Average engagement of biological mothers with
their children was 4 with a percentage of 66% of children engaged with their mothers
in such activities.

Children’s exposure to printed material in their early years does not involve a high
level of understanding, but it may give the child opportunities to watch others reading,
such as watching older siblings doing their homework. Books are important for school
performance in later life and exposure to books may positively impact 1Q levels.
Mothers caring for children under the age of five (who participated in this survey)
were asked about the number of children’s books or comics available to their child,
the number of household or items, that homemade or manufactured toys available in
the home.

Only 12% of children under five years lived in households that possessed at least
three children’s books in 2019 Compared to 20% in 2014. The percentage of children
with ten or more children books dropped to 3%. In 2019, compared to 4% in 2014.
When comparing the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in the year 2019, we notice clear
differential differences, as the percentage of children under the age of five whose
households have three or more children’s books and who reside in the West Bank is
16% compared to 6% in the Gaza Strip, while in 2014 the percentages were equal. In
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, it reached 20%.

While children in richest households had greater access to children’s books than their
peers in poor households. In 2019, the percentage of children under the age of five
who owned three or more children’s books was 4% among children from the poorest
households compared to 24% among children from the richest households. Compared
to 2014, it was 13% among children from the poorest households and 31% among
children from the richest households.
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Table 27: Percentage of Children in Palestine under the Age of 5 years with Children’s Books, and

Toys at Home and Background Characteristics, 2019

Children’s Books Child plays with

Three Household
Backgrm.mf:l children’s 10 children’s O Bought objects/ | Two toys
characteristics books or toys from objects or more
books or toys
more shops found
more .
outside
Palestine 11.8 2.6 19.5 86.0 74.6 73.4
West Bank 15.8 3.2 25.9 89.8 75.9 78.0
Gaza Strip 6.4 1.7 10.7 80.8 72.8 67.0
Sex
Male 10.9 2.4 19.6 85.7 75.8 73.9
Female 12.9 2.7 19.5 86.4 73.3 72.9

Type of Locality

Urban 12.0 2.6 18.8 85.7 75.1 73.3
Rural 11.9 3.0 245 88.4 75.5 76.7
Camp 10.2 1.2 16.5 85.0 67.9 67.3
Age in years
0-1 3.0 0.8 134 74.3 57.1 57.1
2-4 18.0 3.8 23.9 94.3 86.9 84.8

Mother’s education

Basic and below 4.5 0.5 19.9 80.0 77.2 70.8
Secondary 8.1 0.7 18.6 86.2 74.8 72.9
Higher 17.7 4.8 20.1 88.4 73.4 74.9
Wealth index

Poorest 4.4 1.0 11.8 74.4 75.5 64.3
Second 6.8 1.7 17.3 87.9 72.2 72.7
Middle 11.8 1.5 20.6 88.2 75.6 76.1
Fourth 14.6 34 25.1 89.8 75.3 78.4
Richest 23.8 5.7 24.5 92.6 74.0 77.1

Functional difficulties in children (2-4 years)

functional
itk 9.1 3.0 22.4 77.7 71.4 66.9
pofincriohal 18.2 3.8 23.9 94.7 87.3 85.3

difficulties

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2020. Base of the Palestinian Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey, 2019-2020. Ramallah—Palestine
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73% of children under the age of five had two or more toys to play with at home. The
games included in the Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2019-2020 made a
distinction between homemade toys (such as dolls, cars or other toys made at home),
manufactured toys that had been purchased and household objects which could be
used for play (such as pots and bowls or objects and materials found touside the
home like sticks, stones, shells, animals or leaves), In 2014, this percentage was 70%.

It is interesting to note that 86% of children played with toys that have been bought
Stores in 2019, which is the same percentage as in 2014. While homemade toys
represented It reached 20% in 2019, compared to 17% in 2014. It was noted that
children in the West Bank were the most fortunate to have two or more toys, at 78%
in 2019, compared to 72% in 2014, and the least fortunate were children in the Gaza
Strip, at 67% in 2019, compared to 66% in 2014.
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