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e The researcher prepared this study based on data derived from PCBS databases and other
resources.

¢ In some tables, the total of percentages might not add up to 100% due to rounding.

e The ideas presented in this study do not necessarily express PCBS official position.
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Introduction

The Population, Housing and Establishments Census 2017 is the cornerstone of the efforts
towards developing a reliable, up-to-date and comprehensive database. PCBS has conducted
several important censuses and surveys such as: the Population, Housing and Establishments
Censuses 2007 and 2017; hence, this study is based on the data of those sources.

To that end, PCBS is disseminating and analyzing findings and data of censuses to enhance
awareness of the availability of statistical data in general, and censuses findings in particular,
as well as raising awareness about their potential utilization and inter-linkages with various
socio-economic conditions. The outputs of this study cover areas of dissemination and
analysis of census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at
different levels, including analytical, in-depth analysis and summary reports.

A Global interest in the issues of the elderly and the ways of how to integrate them into
societies is highly increasing, especially in light of the large increase in their numbers, which
urges countries and decision-makers to formulate a methodology and frameworks that focus
on elderly and aging issues. Hence, the majority of the developing countries, including the
Arab region and Palestine, witness high population growth rates and a significant rise in the
numbers and percentages of elderly persons. The population of the Arab region has tripled in
less than about 50 years; from around 123 million in 1970 to become more than 400 million
in 2017.

The study of the Status of the Elderly and their Care Requirements in Palestine is considered
one of the significant reports that are based on the census data, as it analyzes the status of a
substantial group of the Palestinian society, that has previously played an important and vital
role, and still does. Thus, this study analyzes the living status of this group and its
demographic and soci-economic characteristics, in addition to studying the status of care
received by this group of the Palestinian society. Also, this study acquires an additional
significance, as it compares these different characteristics of the elderly over time, especially
over the last two decades of the previous three censuses, taking into account the various

comparisons and analyses made at the levels of region or sex according to the available data.

We are pleased to introduce this study “Status of the Elderly and their Care Requirements in
Palestine” as one of the outcomes of the census data analysis project, and to be a reference for
planners and decision makers in the Palestinian public and private sectors towards

strengthening the planning and policy making processes at various levels.

August, 2020 Dr. Ola Awad
President of PCBS
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Executive Summary

e The United Nations estimates indicate that a large increase in the number of elderly
persons aged 60 years or above in most countries. It is expected that this growth in
numbers will accelerate in the coming years. It was also estimated that between 2015-
2030, the percentage of elderly persons will rise by 56% and their numbers will increase
from 901 million to 1.4 billion. Moreover, it is estimated that by the year 2050, the total
world population of elderly persons will be double their population in the year 2015.

e The main reason for the increase in the numbers of elderly persons can be attributed to
low fertility rates and high life expectancies. In several developed countries, this life
expectancy has exceeded 80 years. Global immigration can also contribute to changes in
the age composition of populations in a number of countries, such as those of the Arab
Gulf, leading to the slow population aging.

e There has been a fast growth in the numbers of elderly persons among population across
time. The number of elderly persons in Palestine increased from around 143 thousand in
1997 to around 167 thousand in 2007 and reached 236 thousand in 2017. Despite this rise
in the number of elderly persons throughout the past twenty years by about 100 thousand
people, their ratio in the Palestinian society remained constant in a noticeable way at a rate
of about (5%). This was caused by the high fertility rates during the past two decades and
their effect on the age composition of the population.

e The percentage of elderly persons in Palestine is low compared to the global rate and lies
at around 8%. Accordingly, Palestine occupies one of the rear positions among world
countries concerning the percentage of elderly persons in its overall population. whereas
Japan and Italy are placed first and second worldwide; with Japan’s elderly persons
constituting around a third of its population and Italy’s elderly constituting more than a
quarter of its population. In the Arab World, Tunisia and Lebanon came in first place with
elderly persons constituting 12% of their populations.

e Also, it is noticed that there is a clear change in the marital status of elderly persons across
time. Thus, the percentage of elderly widows fell generally between 1997 and 2017, while
the percentage of married elderly persons showed an increase reaching 64.7% and 72.5%
in 1997 and 2017, respectively.

e The percentage of elderly persons who have a previous residence place decreased to about
one third of the total number of elderly persons in 2017, where it was 37.3% in 1997.
However, there are clear differences that can be noticed between the West Bank and Gaza

Strip!.

e There has been a large decrease in illiteracy rates among elderly persons during the past
twenty years. Hence, this rate has fallen from around 67.8% in 1997 to around a quarter of
the elderly (25.7%) in 2017 with clear differences based on the elderly persons’ sex. Also,
it is noticed that there is an increase in all educational levels® achieved by elderly persons.

1 Data exclude those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israeli occupation in 1967.
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Data indicated that the percentage of elderly persons in Palestine who suffered from, at
least, one chronic disease in 2017 was 55.9% of the total number of elderly persons?.

Findings showed a rise in the percentage of elderly persons with difficulty/disability in
Palestine from 26.8% of the total elderly population in 2007 to 39.1% in 2017. It was also
found that mobility and seeing difficulties/disabilities were the most prevalence type of
difficulty/disability among the elderly according to the censuses 2007 and 2017 . The
percentage of those who suffer from seeing difficulty/disability was around 22.0% of the
elderly population, whereas those who suffer from mobility difficulty/disability constitute
23.9% according to the findings of the census 20172,

There is a slight increase in the percentage of elderly persons accessed to health insurance
between 2007 and 2017. The percentage of elderly persons in Palestine who had health
insurance was 86.1%, whereas the census 2007 showed that this ratio was 84.6%?2.

There has been a transformation in the nature of the Palestinian households from the
prevalent style of extended households, that was dominant decades ago, to the nuclear
households of today. The percentage of nuclear households in Palestine increased from
73.3% in 1997 to 84.9% in 2017.

Data of census 2017 indicated that 15.7% of the Palestinian households are headed by an
elderly person (16.8% in the West Bank and 14.4% in Gaza Strip). It also showed that this
percentage is generally larger than the percentage of elderly persons present in the
Palestinian population, which is around 5%. Consequently, this suggests that elderly
persons are still enjoying widespread respect and appreciation among Palestinian
households, in which an elderly person exists. Granting elderly persons the positions of
household leaders in spite of not being the main providers for their households means,
where they have sound opinion and make decisions that are respected by all of their
household members.

Households headed by an elderly person usually live in humble houses compared to other
housing units at the national level. This is especially evident in terms of those households’
low ownership of basic durable goods such as: a private car, or a washing machine, or a
vacuum cleaner... etc. Also, half of those housing units are small in size. However, the
positive aspect is that most of elderly persons heading households own the housing units
they live in despite the fact that they are smaller in size than the other housing units at the
national levels. Moreover, most housing units in Palestine are connected to public
electricity and water networks, including housing units of households headed by elderly
persons.

The ratio of elderly persons who are outside labour force in 2017 rose considerably
compared to 1997, as this ratio was 88.6% in 2017 compared to 76.8% in 1997. This large
gap between 1997 and 2017 can be attributed to the large changes of the structure of the
labour system after the formation of the Palestinian National Authority, and the high

proportions of retirees and workers in the government sector?.

2 Data exclude those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israeli occupation in 1967.

3 Data exclude those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israeli occupation in 1967.
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e The labour force participation of elderly persons in the West Bank was 14.1% compared
to only 6.9% in Gaza Strip. The reason for this noticeable low rate in the participation of
the elderly in the labour force in Gaza Strip compared to the West Bank can be attributed
to the high rates of unemployment in Gaza Strip, especially among the youth sector;
therefore, leading to feelings of hopelessness by elderly persons from finding a job in light
of these high unemployment rates®. The main reason behind the large numbers of elderly
persons remaining outside labour force in 2017 was their inability to work or illness,
which reached 61.8%3.

e A large change in the distribution of employees among the elderly by employment status
can be noticed between 1997 and 2017, as the percentage of employer increased from
11.7% in 1997 to 24.0% in 2017. Whereas, the percentage of those self-employed fell
from 44.0% in 1997 to 31.9% in 2017. The ratio of wage employees also fell from 40.6%
in 1997 to 31.0% in 2017°.

e There has been a sharp decline in the percentage of skilled elderly persons in the category
of skilled agricultural and fishery workers from 32.8% (around a third of labour force
participants) in 1997 to only 4.9% in 2017. Meanwhile, the percentage of those who work
in Services and Sales in commercial stores and markets rose from 19.8% in 1997 to 26.8%
in 20173,

e Data indicated that the level of poverty among elderly persons in 2017 was more than a
quarter (26.5%) of the total number of elderly persons. Thus, this percentage constitutes
4.8% of the total number of poor people in Palestine. It is also noticed that there are huge
differences between the West Bank and Gaza Strip as the ratio of poor elderly persons in
the West Bank was 17.9% while it was 46.5% in Gaza Strip.



