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Notice For Users

e The researcher prepared this study based on data derived from PCBS databases and other
sources.

¢ In some tables, the total of percentages might not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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Introduction

The Population, Housing and Establishments Census 2017 is the cornerstone of the efforts
towards developing a reliable, up-to-date and comprehensive database. PCBS has conducted
several important censuses and surveys such as: The Population, Housing and Establishments
Censuses 2007 and 2017; hence, this study is based on the data of those sources.

To that end, PCBS is disseminating and analyzing findings and data of Censuses to enhance
awareness of the availability of statistical data in general, and Censuses findings in particular,
as well as raising awareness about their potential utilization and inter-linkages with various
socio-economic conditions. The outputs of this Atlas cover areas of dissemination and
analysis of Census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at
different levels, including analytical, in-depth analysis and summary reports.

Different countries and governments seek to develop the education sector and upgrade
educational aspects, as education indicators are considered important to measure the extent of
elevation and evolution of countries, and for their prominent role in the progress achieved in
various economic and social sectors. Education also has a special goal enlisted within the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - the fourth goal. Therefore, countries and
governments work hard to carefully diagnose the educational reality and identify the issues
and obstacles that face it, in order to be able to monitor the challenges; and hence, draw plans
and adopt policies that would contribute in strengthening the positive points and handling the
negative ones.

The study "Characteristics of Education Among Individuals of the Palestinian Society 2007,
2017" focuses on diagnosing the educational reality in Palestine and identifying the most
prominent issues and obstacles faced by Palestinian population, as well as giving a detailed
and an analytical picture on the educational characteristics of the Palestinian population
through making comparisons between data and indicators of Censuses 2007 and 2017 ; both
at the national level in general or at the region and governorate levels in particular. Also, this
study aims at identifying the gaps and differences of the educational characteristics in terms
of gender, conducting several regional and international comparisons and linking the higher
education sector with labor market needs, in addition to studying and analyzing those needs in
order to guide the educational programs and create full integration among them.

We are pleased to introduce this study “Characteristics of Education Among Individuals of
the Palestinian Society 2007, 2017” as one of the outcomes of the census data analysis
project, and to be a reference for planners and decision makers in the Palestinian public and
private sectors towards strengthening planning and policy making processes at various levels.

May, 2020 Dr. Ola Awad
President of PCBS
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Executive Summary

e The enrollment rates in educational institutions in Palestine are high according to regional
and international standards, despite the decrease in the enrollment rate of the population (6
years and above) in Palestine from 45.2% to 38.7% between 2007 and 2017. The
enrollment rate of the male population (6 years and above) decreased from 45.1 % to
37.5%, and the enrollment rate of the female population decreased from 45.2% to 40.1%
during the last ten years.

e 54.2% of the Palestinian population (3-5 years) are enrolled in kindergartens, and there are
no differences between the sexes and the region, while there is a difference between odd
years of age. Hence, Salfit governorate ranked the first in the enrollment rates for children
from (3-5 years) in the West Bank, where the enrollment rate reached 68.9%. The lowest
enrollment rates in kindergartens were 38.9% in Hebron governorate. In Gaza Strip;
howerver, the highest enrollment rate was in Khan Yunis governorate by 59.3% and the
lowest was in North Gaza governorate 47.4%.

e The enrollment rates for individuals in the age group (6-9) years, the age group (10-15)
years and the age group (16-17 years) are still high compared to the Arab and international
rates, despite their slight decline between the years 2007 and 2017. Accordingly,
enrollment rates in education in Gaza Strip are better than those in the West Bank, and
female enrollment rates are better than the rates of male enroliment.

o llliteracy rate in Palestine is considered one of the lowest illiteracy rates in the world, as
this rate among individuals (15 years and above) reached 3.3% in Palestine (3.6% in the
West Bank and 3.0% in Gaza Strip) in 2017. This rate varies significantly among males
and females, where illiteracy rate among males was 1.7%, and 5.0% among females during
the same year.

e Jericho & Al-Aghwar governorate recorded the highest illiteracy rate in the West Bank
with a percentage of 5.5% in 2017.Jerusalem governorate, on the other hand, recorded the
lowest illiteracy rate, reaching 2.3%. As for Gaza Strip, Rafah governorate recorded the
highest illiteracy rate of 4.0% while Gaza governorate recorded the lowest with a
percentage of 2.3%.

e The percentage of the population (15 years and above) of both sexes, whose educational
qualification is "secondary" in Palestine, was 22.3% according to the Census 2007.
Conesquently, this percentage increased in a limited way in 2017 to 23.4%.lt is noted that
the percentage of male individuals (15 years and above) decreased from 22.1% to 22.0%
between 2007 and 2017, while the percentage of female individuals (15 years and above)
increased from 22.5% to 24.8% between 2007 and 2017.

e The percentage of the population of both sexes, whose educational qualification is
"Intermediate diploma" in Palestine, was 4.9% according to the Census 2007 . It increased
in 2017 to 5.8%. Thus, the percentage of male individuals who have an intermediate
diploma qualification increased from 4.8% to 5.7% between 2007 and 2017.0n the other
hand, the percentage of female individuals who have an intermediate diploma qualification
increased from 5.0% to 5.9% between 2007 and 2017.
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e The percentage of the population of both sexes, whose educational qualification is
"Bachelor and above" in Palestine, increased from 10.0% in 2007 to 17.3% in 2017, where
the male population increased from 11.6% to 16.2%. As for the female population, the
percentage has doubled from 8.2 % to 18.3% between 2007 and 2017.

e The percentage of the population (17 years and above) who specialized in secondary
schools in the literary branch increased from 69.7% to 77.2% between 2007 and 2017, and
the percentage of the population (17 years and above) who specialized in the commercial
branch increased from 1.6% to 2.7% between the years 2007 and 2017. But the percentage
of the population (17 years and above) in the scientific branch decreased from 22.4% in
2007 to 16.9% in 2017. Also,the percentage of the rest of specializations decreased during
the past ten years.

e 26.0% of the Palestinian male population in Palestine who completed an intermediate
diploma or above specialized in business and management specialties; hence, this
specialization came in the first rank. Education specializations came in the second rank
with a percentage of 14.2%. The health specialization came in the third rank (10.2%) while
engineering specialties and engineering crafts came fourth by 9.1%. As for females,
specializations in education came in the first rank with a percentage of 30.8%, business and
management the second with a percentage of 19.9% languages came the third with 9.4% in
2017.

e The specialization of business and administration for males in both the West Bank and
Gaza Strip is considered the first major by 26.5% and 25.4%, respectively. The education
specializations for males in both the West Bank and Gaza Strip came the second with a
percentage of 13.2% and 15.3%, respectively. As for females in both the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, education specializations came first with a percentage of 28.8% and 33.5%,
respectively.

e Unemployment rates in the fields of business administration and education are the most
popular specialties in both the West Bank and Gaza Strip and for both sexes with large
rates, where the unemployment rate in education specializations in Palestine reached
25.4% (15.1% males and 32.0% females). Thus, the unemployment rate in business and
administration specialization reached 27.9% (21.4% males and 43.0% females). For
examples,the unemployment rate in mathematics and statistics is 50.2% (28.6% males and
70.1% females).

e The percentage of students, who received their education, whether general (primary -
secondary) or higher education outside Palestine decreased from 5.7% in 2007 to 3.4% in
2017. Accordingly, reasons behind this decrease might be due to the high costs of
studying abroad, in addition to the increasing confidence/trust of the Palestinian students in
their education system.Hence, Jordan is the first destination for students in the West Bank
and Egypt is the first destination for students in Gaza Strip due to geographical, political
and cultural conditions.

e The Palestinian educational system has achieved very advanced steps in parity and equality
in the opportunities available for both males and females in its various levels and stages.
Rather, the ratio and number of females exceeded those of males in the age group (16-17
yeares) and above.
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e The ratio of females to males who enrolled in secondary education (16-17 years) in
Palestine was 1.20 (1.28 in the West Bank and 1.10 in Gaza Strip). The female to male
ratio in higher education (18 years and above) in Palestine was 1.23 in 2017 (1.35 in the
West Bank and 1.08 in Gaza Strip). It is noted that the ratio of females to males in the
West Bank is greater and higher than the ratio in Gaza Strip from the upper basic stage and
the disparity in the sex ratio between the two regions increases in the stage of higher
education.

e The ratio of females to males at the secondary level in the industrial branch in Gaza Strip
was 0.6 (60 females per 100 males) and it was 0.12 in the West Bank (12 females per 100
males). But, at the same time, there are no branches of agricultural, hotel or technological
education in Gaza Strip according to data of the Ministry of Education for the year
2017/2018.



