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COUNTRY PROFILE

54

n Palestine

National Stati

s Office of Palestine

OPEN DATA INVENTORY 2018

http://www.pcbs.gov.ps
RANK COVERAGE OPENNESS
ODIN SCORE _r.lv \_ outof 178 L. subscore m subscore

SCORES BY MAJOR DATA CATEGORY

Social Economic
Palestine 48% 68%
Western Asia 43% 59%
Global 40% 56%

SUMMARY COVERAGE & OPENNESS
Palestine ranks 51 in the Open Data Inventory 2018 with an overall score of

Statistics Categ:
54%. The overall score is a combination of a data coverage subscore of 48%

Environmental

44%

39%

ory

Coverage Openness
and a data openness subscore of 60%. Population &vital statistics
. " N N . Education facilities
Palestine scores higher than the regional median across all three major Educati N
i I lucation outcomes I
data categories. Within the country, the highest levels of coverage and Health
N N fealth facilities
openness are on €coNomic st: s and the lowest levels are on social
o Health outcomes
statistics.
Reproductive health
‘Gender statistics
RECOMMENDATIONS .
Crime &justice
Poverty &income
Coverage Coverage National accounts
Labor
o Collect and publish more recent data in social and environmental Price Indexes.
statistics. Government finance
e Collect and publish more historical data in social and environmental — Money & banking
statisti International trade
— Balance of payments
Openness Land use
Resource use
* Publish more social and data in machine-readabl enery vee
formats such as XLSX, CSV, or JSON.
Pollution
* Publish more metadata to accompany data to increas: Built environment
usefulness.
0% — — 100%

INDEX COMPARISONS MORE INFORMATION

National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS): Latest

Open Data Inventory 2018 54% strategy covers the period 2014-2018.

ial Data Di ination System (GDD SDDS
Statistical Capacity Indicator 2018 67% Subscriber.
Open Data Barometer 2017 a% Open Government Partnership: Not a member.

Right to Law: Not

available

Global Open Data Index 2017/2018 .
Data not available

www.odin. com

COUNTRY PROFILE

43

OPEN DATA INVENTORY 2017

E= Palestine

National Statistics Office of Palestine

http://www.pcbs.gov.ps
RANK COVERAGE OPENNESS
ODIN SCORE N outof 180 h. subscore h. subscore
SCORES BY MAJOR DATA CATEGORY
Social Economic Environmental
Palestine [ 30u) 48% [ a2%]
Western Asia 44% 56% 39%
Global 36% 49% 32%
SUMMARY COVERAGE & OPENNESS

Palestine ranks 70 in the Open Data Inventory 2017 with an overall score of
43%. The overall score is a combination of a data coverage subscore of 46%
and a data openness subscore of 41%.

Palestine scores higher than the regional median for environmental
statistics. Within the country, the highest levels of coverage and openness
are on economic sta and the lowest levels are on social stati

RECOMMENDATIONS

Coverage Coverage

® Collect and publish more recent data in social and environmental

Openness

Create a clear and open terms of use policy, such as CC BY 4.0, for all
websites publi
® Publish more data in machine-readable formats such as XLSX, CSV,
or JSON.

INDEX COMPARISONS

Open Data Inventory 2017 43%

Statistical Capacity Indicator 2017 80%

Open Data Barometer 2016 80%

Global Open Data Index 2016/2017 .
Data not available

www.odin. com

Statistics Category
Coverage Openness
Population & vital statistics
Education fa

fes
Education outcomes
Health facilities
Health outcomes
Reproductive health
(— Gender statistics
Crime & justice
Poverty & income
National accounts
Labor
Price indexes
Government finance
I Money & banking.
International trade
— Balance of payments
Land use
Resource use
Energy use
Pollution
Built environment

0% m— —100%

MORE INFORMATION

National Strategy for the Development of Stat
strategy covers the period 2014-2018.

cs (NSDS): Current

r ial Data

G System (GDDS/SDDS): SDDS
Subscriber.

Open Government Partnership: Nota member.

Right to Information Law: Not available.
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President’s
Introduction

It is my great pleasure to present to you the 2018annual report of the Palestinian Central Bureau
of Statistics; the report sheds light on the year’s milestones and achievements.

During 2018, PCBS finalized the Third Population, Housing and Establishments Census 2017. PCBS
additionally implemented the post-enumeration survey to assess coverage and non-response, in
order to verify the quality of census data. PCBS also announced the preliminary results of the
Census, in an official ceremony held at the President’s Premises in Ramallah, attended by His
Excellency, President Mahmoud Abbas “Abu Mazen” and the Prime Minister, Dr. Rami Hamdallah.
Attendants represented different ministries and government institutions, NGOs and private
institutions, as well as civil society organizations, mass media in addition to foreign delegations
and representatives, institutions, organizations and local and international statistical offices.
Additionally, a number of workshops were organized across the West Bank and Gaza Strip to
announce the census results at the governorates’ level.

During the ceremony, His Excellency President Mahmoud Abbas “Abu Mazen” awarded PCBS
“Order of Merit and Distinction “Gold”, in recognition of the PCBS’ professional and independent
statistical role in Palestine. H.E reiterated that PCBS represents an essential pillar of the state,
and expressed his appreciation for the efforts in building Palestinian institutions towards an
independent state.

Building on previous achievements, PCBS won in 2018 the Award of the Environmental Systems
Research Institute (ESRI), for its remarkable achievement in using the geographical information
systems (GIS) to carry out the Population, Housing and Establishments Census 2017, and for the



establishment of a geospatial platform to monitor the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
2030. PCBS was chosen among 100,000 competing international institutions. In a related context,
the Union of Arab Statisticians (UAS) awarded PCBS “The Medal of Arab Statistical Excellence”
2018, during the Union’s sixth scientific conference in the Jordanian capital “Amman”, in July 2018.

This report highlights other accomplishments, including strengthening local, regional and
international relations, institutional building and development efforts, and social responsibility.
The report presents implemented activities and statistical products based on the statistical
calendar of the year.

PCBS also proceeded with its administrative and organizational approach, fostering professional
principles and values like team work, constant strive for excellence and innovation, determination
to face and surmount challenges and difficulties. PCBS attributes its success to the support it
receives from the Palestinian leadership, represented by His Excellency President Mahmoud
Abbas “Abu Mazen” and Prime Minister, Dr. Rami Hamdallah and the Advisory Council for Official
Statistics, government institutions and ministries, the private sector, international organizations,
partners and donors.

PCBS is proud of this year’s accomplishments, and is committed to continue this dedication
to maintain its vital role of serving the Palestinian people towards building the independent

Palestinian state, with Jerusalem as its eternal capital.

Ola Awad
President of PCBS
February, 2019
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Executive Summary

The Annual Report 2018 is divided into eight chapters which present key
achievements of PCBS this year. Chapter one highlights the key milestones
of the year, exemplified in the finalization of the Population, Housing
and Establishments Census 2017 and execution of the post enumeration
survey.

Chapter Two covers the activities related to the institutional building and
development. The most important achievement is the progress made in
the National Strategy for the Developments of Official Statistics (NSDS)
2018-2022, the activities implemented toward achieving strategic goals,
and progress related to the development of the indicators of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) 2030.

Chapter Three touches upon the promotion of local, regional and
international relations via signing agreements and MoUs to build the
capacities of the national statistical system. PCBS further advanced
its user-producer dialogue and relation with the media. Chapter Five,
addresses the social activities implemented by PCBS under social
responsibility.

Chapter Six summarizes “ statistical products for the year 2018”and
presents an evaluation to the implemented versus planned statistical
products

Chapter Seven pays tribute to PCBS staff who retired in 2018, while
Chapter Eight gives an overview of PCBS plans for 2019. Finally, Chapter
Nine documents in photos the year’s most important activities and
highlights.
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PCBS Advisory Council for Official Statistics 2018

The Advisory Council for Official Statistics is a national advisory council, presided by His
Excellency the Prime Minister. It benefits from the membership of representatives of the
public, civil, and private sectors as well as scholars with high expertise. The Council is a key
supporting body to help PCBS fulfill its missions in the best manner possible. It holds two
regular meetings a year to receive updates on PCBS conduct of business and overcome
obstacles and problems. It also discusses key issues in need of its advice and guidance.

Meetings of the PCBS Advisory Council for Official Statistics 2018




President of the Council
Dr. Rami Hamdallah,
Prime Minister

Secretary General
Ola Awad
President of PCBS

Dr. Asaad Al-Ramlawi

Deputy Minister

Organization

Ministry of Health

Loay Hanash

Director General of Customs, Excise and VAT

Ministry of Finance

Samer Salameh

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Labor

Abdelkareem Sadr

Deputy Ministry for Governorates’ Affairs

Ministry of Local Government

Bassam Al-Khateeb

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Women'’s Affairs

Mohammed Daraghmeh

Director General of Planning and Projects
Management

Ministry of Culture

Emad Shanan

Assistant Deputy Minister of Administrative and
Financial Affairs

Ministry of Interior

Dr. Ma’mon Jaber

Acting Director General of Educational Planning

Ministry of Education and Higher Education

Eng. Abdallah Lahlouh

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Agriculture

Azmi Al-Haj Ahmad

Director General of Economic Policies and
Studies

Ministry of National Economy

Dawoud Al-Diek

Assistant Deputy Minister of Planning and
Administrative Development

Ministry of Social Development

Haytham Al-Waheidi

Executive Director

Palestinian Investment Promotion Agency

Dr. Ali Barakat

Head of Statistics Department

An-Najah National University

Dr. Riyad Abu Shehadah

Deputy Governor

Palestinian Monetary Authority

Dr. Nabeel Qassis

Director General

Palestinian Economic Policy Research Institute
“MAS”

Eng. Nadi Eliyan

Director General

Palestinian Engineers’ Association

Akram Hijazy

Director of Public Relations

Federation of Palestinian Chambers of
Commerce

Salamah Abu Zeiter

Head of General Trade Union of Workers in
Health Services - Gaza

Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions
—Gaza

Bassam Walweel

Chair of the Board

Palestinian Food Industries Union

Muna Al-Khalili Secretary General General Union of Palestinian Women

Muntaha Akram Ibrahem Department of Studies and Research Palestinian Banking Association

Sami Khader Director General of Maan Center/ Member of Palestinian NGOs Network
Coordinating Committee

Duaa Qurai Member of Coordinating Committee/ Executive  Palestinian NGOs Network

Director

Marwan Wishahi

Assistant Under-secretary

Higher Council of Youth and Sports

Ibtisam Al-Hosary

Executive Director

Palestinian Initiative for Promotion of Global
Dialogue and Democracy “MIFTAH”

Dr. Nader Saeed

Director General

Arab World Research and Development Center
“AWRAD”

Al-Agsa University

Ayesha Hamouda

Director of Administrative and Financial Affairs

Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions
— West Bank

Halima Said

Director General of International Relations

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Jawad Al-Saleh

Director General of Population and Social
Statistics

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Mohammed Al-Omari

Director General of Planning and Development

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Ayman Dwikat

Secretary of Council

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
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PCBS Board 2018

PCBS Board is vested with the
formulation of policies and general
trends and ratification of plans. The
Council was formed to expand the
circles of decision making at PCBS and
promote participatory administration.
The Council is formed at the beginning
of each year with membership of PCBS
Director Generals and other members, Ms. Ola Awad

with the status of “observers.” It holds President of PCBS / Chair of the Board
regular monthly meetings.

Mr. Loay Shehadeh Ms. Enaya Zeidan Mr. Sufian Abu Harb
Assistant Under-secretary for Assistant Under-secretary for Assistant Under-secretary for
Planning, Development and Statistical Affairs Administrative Financial and IT
International Relations Affairs Affairs

Mr. Jawad Al-Saleh Mr. Amjad Harb Dr. Saleh Al-Kafri
Director General of Population Director General of Director General of
and Social Statistics Information, Systems and Economic Statistics
Computer



Mr. Raed Samarah
Director General of Fieldwork

Ms. Haleema Saeed
Director General of
International Relations

Mr. Mustafa Khawaja
Director General of Registers
and Statistical Monitoring

Mr. Hisham Ali
Director General of
Administrative and Financial
Affairs

Mr. Mohammad Al-Omari
Director General of Planning
and Development

|

Mr. Khalid Daraghmeh
Head of Mobilization and
Funding for the Census Project

Director General of
Statistical Training

Mr. Mohammad Duraidi
Director of Demographic
Statistics Department/
Observer

Mr. Mahmoud Abdelraman
Director General of Area
Statistics

Mr. Zaki Al-Botma
Director General of Internal
Control Unit

Mr. Nayef Abed
Director General of Standards,
Methodologies, and Quality

Ms. Amina Khasib
Director of the National
Accounts Department/

Observer

i

Mr. Mohammad Qalalwa
Technical Consultant to
President of PCBS

0 eneral o outhern
Governorates Affairs

Mr. Khaled Abu Khaled
Director General of Censuses

Mr. Waheed Shahrouri
Director of North of Northern
Governorates Department

13
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Highlights

1.1. The Gold Order of Merit and Excellence

His Excellency President Mahmoud Abbas awarded PCBS “The Gold Order of Merit and Excellence”, in
recognition of PCBS independent and professional role in promoting the Palestinian statistical system, and
in appreciation of its personnel efforts and dedication. His Excellency considers PCBS as an essential pillar
in building the institutions of the independent Palestinian State with Jerusalem as its capital. His Excellency
the President handed the Gold Order of Merit and Excellence to Her Excellency Mrs. Ola Awad, President
of PCBS, in the presence of the Prime Minister, Dr. Rami Hamdallah, alongside the conference organized to
announce the preliminary results of the Census 2017, held at the President’s Offices on March 28th 2018.




1.2. The Population, Housing and Establishments
Census 2017

During 2018, PCBS worked on a project to disseminate
the results of the Population, Housing and Establishments
Census 2017, in addition, PCBS has finalized extracting and
disseminating main results on governorates’ level .

1.2.1 The Post enumeration survey

The post enumeration survey process is an advanced method
to assess the census results. It aims to assess the coverage
rate of households and individuals in the census to produce
the overall population estimates, including the under-coverage
rate to depend on when preparing the population projections
in the coming years. This process was carried out in the field,
during the period 03- 11/01/2018, using a random sample
of (288) enumeration areas, that represents all the types of
localities in Palestine. The study was conducted as follows:
one enumeration area for each supervision area, distributed
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Afterwards, data was revised
and matched with households and housing conditions data
collected during the population count. Necessary processing
was conducted to calculate the under-coverage rate. The post-
enumeration survey was completed on January 30th 2018.

1.2.2 Data Processing

This phase started in the middle of January 2018 and was
concluded in two months. It included validating, auditing,
encoding and cleaning the census data prior to finalization.
PCBS conducted comparisons between the different indicators
and the other surveys and censuses to ensure the quality of
census data. This phase lasted from January-July 2018. PCBS
received four technical missions to technically support these
activities from different international institutions to assess the
quality of data.

A Training Course on the Post Enumeration
Survey

Coding of Census Data
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PCBS held a press conference, at the President’s Office on March 28th 2018, to announce the Census’s
preliminaryresults. The conference was attended by His Excellency President Mahmoud Abbas “Abu Mazen”
and Prime Minister, Dr. Rami Hamdallah. It was also attended by members of the Executive Committee
of the Palestine Liberation Organization, the members of the Central Committee of Fateh Movement,
representatives of the international diplomatic missions in Palestine, international organizations operating
in Palestine, Arab members of the Knesset and representatives of ministries and public institutions, NGOs
and private institutions.

The ceremony schedule includes the following:
e Screening of a short film entitled “Qissat Bagaa-a

Story of Survival”, that sheds light on the efforts of
the PCBS to provide statistical figures on different = e

fields. The film also screened the key challenges
and obstacles imposed by the Israeli occupation
on the ground, encountered by the national
census crew, and which represented a major
challenge to implementation of the project.

e Speech by Her Excellency Ms. Ola Awad,
President of PCBS

e Speech by His Excellency Mr. Nikolay Mladenov,
UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East
Peace Process

e Speech by His Excellency Mr. Ralph Tarraf,
European Union Representative

e Presentation on the findings of the Census

Inthe end, Her Excellency President of PCBS handed
His Excellency the President and His Excellency the
Prime Minster, a copy of the report on the Census
preliminary results.

18



Announcement of the Census
Preliminary Results/West Bank

2017 il

Announcement of the Census
Preliminary Results/Gaza Strip
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1.2.4. Announcement of the Census Results in the Governorates

To disseminate the census results, and to make it available for policy makers, planners and researchers,
and to use it in formulating plans, programs and interventions, PCBS organized a series of workshops in
each governorate. The workshops were attended by the president of PCBS, the governors, representatives
of different publicinstitutions, NGOs and private institutions as well as mass media. During the workshops,
census key findings at governorates’ level were presented and compared to the national data. The following

workshops were organized:

Tulkarim Governorate

Hebron Governorate

Ramallah and Al-Bireh Governorate

The census results are expected to be announced in
Jenin Governorate during the first quarter of 2019.

20



Khan Yunis Governorate

North Gaza Governorate

Tubas and the Northern Aghwar
Governorate

Salfit Governorate Gaza Governorate

Dier Al-Balah Governorate

21



1.2.5 The Census Report

PCBS issued a series of reports based on the
findings of the 2017Census, as follows:

< Census Preliminary Results Booklet, February
2018

Report on Final Findings on Establishments
2017

Report on Final Findings on Buildings 2017
Summary Report on Census Final Findings 2017
Summary Report on Census Final Findings —
Tulkarm Governorate 2017

oo o

The following reports are currently being prepared:

< Summary of Census Final Findings - Jenin
Governorate 2017

<> Summary of Census Final Findings - Tubas and
the Northern Aghwar Governorate 2017

< Summary of Census Final Findings - Nablus
Governorate 2017

< Summary of Census Final Findings - Qalgiliya
Governorate 2017

< Summary of Census Final Findings - Salfit
Governorate 2017

< Summary of Census Final Findings -Ramallah
and Al-Bireh Governorate 2017

<> Summary of Census Final Findings - Jericho and
Al-Aghwar Governorate 2017

<> Summary of Census Final Findings -Jerusalem
Governorate 2017

<> Summary of Census Final Findings - Bethlehem
Governorate 2017

< Summary of Census Final Findings - Hebron
Governorate 2017

<> Summary of Census Final Findings - North Gaza
Governorate 2017

< Summary of Census Final Findings - Gaza
Governorate 2017

< Summary of Census Final Findings - Dier Al-
Balah Governorate 2017

<> Summary of Census Final Findings - Khan Yunis
Governorate 2017

< Summary of Census Final Findings - Rafah

Governorate 2017

22

PCPS will also produce the following Census-
based detailed reports and analytical studies
in 2019:

< (19) reports of the final results of the
Population based on Census 2017 (at the
national level, and the regional (West
Bank and Gaza Strip), in addition to (16)
reports at Governorate level.

< (19) reports of the final results of the
Housing based on Census 2017 (at the
national level, and the regional (West
Bank and Gaza Strip), in addition to (16)
reports at Governorate level.

< (10) in-depth analytical studies based on
census 2017 data, through outsourcing
specialized researchers and scholars in
the area of analysis of statistical data.

<> The Statistical Atlas

It should be noted that PCBS published a
special booklet on Hebron, to shed light on
key indicators on housing, buildings and
establishments with focus on comparisons of
the said indicators at the level of the City of
Hebron, and the so-called Area H2 as well as
Al-Ibrahimi Mosque zone.




In 2018, PCBS was granted the Award of the
Environmental Systems Research Institute
(ESRI), for its remarkable achievement and
optimal use of the geographical information
systems (GIS) to serve the community over
the past years. The latest use of GIS was
in the implementation of the Population,
Housing and Establishments Census 2017, as
well as the creation of a platform to link SDGs
2030 to geospatial data benefiting from the
applications developed by ESRI. The award was
handed to PCBS during ESRI 2018 international
conference, held in San Diego City during 09-
13/07/2018. It is worth mentioning that PCBS
was selected among 100,000 nominated
international institutions.

Receiving the ESRI’s Award

The Union of Arab Statisticians (UAS) awarded
PCBS the “Medal of Arab Statistical Excellence”
2018, in recognition of PCBS continued efforts
and follow up of statistical activities. The
award of the Medal was announced for the
first time during the Union’s sixth international
scientific conference held in the Jordanian
Capital, Amman, during 09-10/07/2018. Her
Excellency, Dr. Mary Qawar, Jordanian Planning
Minister and Professor Mohammad Hamdan,
President of the Union of Arab Statisticians
delivered the Medal to the PCBS delegation
participating in the conference.

In 2020, the State of Palestinian will host the
seventh international scientific conference of
Union of Arab Statisticians (UAS). This conference
is @ major scientific event seeking to gather
researchers and statisticians from different Arab
countries to review the results of their research.
Organization of the conference in Palestine
extends to several dimensions: in addition to the
scientific dimension, there is the political one
related to promoting the steadfastness of the
Palestinian people, providing participants with
first-hand experience of the reality lived by the
Palestinian people and their suffering as a result
of Israeli occupation measures on the ground.

H.E. Prime Minister’s meeting with the Secretary
General of the Arab Statisticians Union

FR
Signing the Memorandum of Understanding
between PCBS and the Arab Statisticians Union
on Hosting the Union’s 7" Conference

W

Receiving the Order of Arab
Statistical Excellence

23
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Chapter Two

Development and
Institutional Building

2.1 The National Strategy for the Development of Official Statistics (NSDS) 2018-2022

In 2018, PCBS carried out the activities set out in the National Strategy for the Development of
Official Statistics. Following are the implemented activities, at the level of the strategic objectives:

Strategic Objective 1: To improve the use of statistics in policy, development, decision making

and monitoring the SDGs.

. Conducted (11) workshops and awareness
meetings on the importance of using statistics
in policy making. evaluated.

. Prepared a policy paper on the performance of
the Palestinian economy 2017.

. Conducted a number of internal and national
training courses on various statistical topics.

. Continuously develops statistical products
based on the feedback from the National
Statistical  System.

. Responded to (6,099) data requests from
different bodies on various statistical topics.

. PCBS continues to update data on the national
statistical system database, via the internal
team and PCBS departments. A database was
prepared to monitor and disseminate the
indicators of sustainable development through
holding a series of meetings and consulting
with partners regarding the indicators of SDGs.

. PCBS conducted a study on response rates of
the statistical surveys at PCBS.

. PCBS prepared a report on the burden of
receiving a response in economical surveys.

il W e
A Presentation on the National Strategy for the

Development of Official Statistics (NSDS) 2018-2022, in a
Meeting of PCBS Advisory Council for Official Statistics

A Presentation on the National Strategy for the
Development of Official Statistics (NSDS) 2018-2022, in
a Meeting of the Advisory Committee for Donors



Strategic Objective 2: To strengthen partnerships for achieving SDGs

Fed and disseminated the available data of the
indicators of Sustainable Development Goals
on the database of the national statistical
monitoring system.

unified and disseminated the updated and
approved statistical classifications manuals
to expand their use, through updating the
glossary of terms and the manual of indicators.

Continued feeding the matrix of SDGs, by
collecting the available data from the statistical
topics within PCBS, and collecting the relevant
data from administrative records from different
sources.

Prepared a manual on standards and
procedures of documenting and processing the
data of administrative records.

Organize a number of meetings and consult
with the partners regarding the indicators of
the sustainable development objectives.

Prepared an approved list of the join indicators
among all the data providers in the national
statistical system.

7. Developed (60)

computerized models,
tocollect the approved indicators from the
data of administrative records, this activity
is accumulative and is a result of continuous
efforts in this area.

Signed (6) MoUs between PCBS and each
of the Independent Commission for Human
Rights (ICHR), The Palestinian Center for the
Independence of the Judiciary and the Legal
Profession (MUSAWA), the Palestinian Police,
Ministry of Women’s Affairs, the Palestine
Academy for Science and Technology, and The
Ministry of Awgaf and Religious Affairs, in order
to enhance cooperation, exchange experiences
and build technical capacity.

Signed (22) agreements and MoUs with
national, regional and international institutions
and organizations, in addition to holding
various meetings to implement joint activities
and projects with regional and international
organizations.

27



Strategic Objective 3: To enhance quality of statistics

Conducted (13) training courses for the staff of
the national statistical system.

Prepare a comprehensive report on evaluating
infrastructure in cooperation with a local
consultant.

Continue developing the standards of
storage and documentation, through the
implementation of new audit rules on the new
firewall (protection system).

Prepare a draft of the national framework of
quality, and a draft of the general framework of
metadata in cooperation with partners in the
national statistical system.

Implement the internal audit on the quality
management system for the year 2018.

6. Conduct (03) activities including a seminar,

workshop and a course on quality, where PCBS
conducted a course on the European model
of excellence, and the quality of statistical
surveys’ processes and data.

Prepare (7) quality reports on the “processes
and data” of the statistical surveys.

Continue developing the Infographics and the
Data Visualization of statistical data products,
in @ more systematic way on the data of PCBS
and the SDGs. PCBS also produced a video
about people with disabilities, that highlights
their most important indicators translated into
English along with sign language. As well as an
Infographicvideo and two posters related to the
enrollment in education and unemployment
for people with disabilities.

The following table shows progress made on the targets for the year 2018:

Achieved
Goals, o'ut'puts and Measurement Indicators Base Datg Targets Targets
activities year baseline | for 2018 2018
Number of data requests that PCBS
received and responded to 2017 1811 1900 1998
Strategic Objective 1:
To improve the use Number of visitors to PCBS’ website 2017 240,000 | 250,000 248,000
of statistics in policy,
development, decision Number of training courses which PCBS 2017 5 4 13
making and in monitoring | organizes for partners in the NSS
the SDGs:
Response rates for statistical surveys o o o
conducted by PCBS 2017 88% 85% 85%
Number of the available SDGs indicators 2017 107 114 115
Strategic Objective 2: To Number of joint statistical activities with
strengthen partnerships for | partners in the NSS 2017 19 20 20
achieving the SDGs:
Number of MOU and agreements with
partners in the NSS 2017 28 30 34
Number of trained staff from the partners
of the NSS on statistical topics including 2017 70 80 357
SDGs.
Strategic Objective 3: >
To enhance quality of Number of new statistical products in 2017 1 2 2
statistics: which data visualization was used
Number of the quality reports of 2017 5 7 6
statistical surveys




2.2 The Indicators of SDGs

To build on its efforts in establishing official statistical data, PCBS cooperates with national partners and
different data producers to build a comprehensive and updated database of SDGs indicators. For this
purpose, the national team, in charge of leading and coordinating national efforts to implement UN
Sustainable Development Plan 2030, in cooperation of PCBS technical team, is working on merging this
database to develop it within the statistical monitoring system, which PCBS has been operating since 2011.
In parallel to this effort, PCBS keeps a close look at regional and international statistical forums and joined
a number of international partnerships and initiatives focusing on statistics, mainly on matters related
to SDGs indicators. Furthermore, PCBS continues operating through regional platforms and coordinating
with other Arab statistical offices.

QuaLTY
EBUCATION

(DECENT WORK AND 10 REDUCED
ECOROMIC GROWTH INEQUIALITIES

12 Gxsrnn
HEGLOBAL GOALS |
or Sustainable Development m

1? PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

&

A Workshop on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Prominent progress has been achieved on incorporating SDGs within the
statistical program in 2018, including:

1. Conducting (5) dialogue workshops on SDGs Participants also discussed launching new

2030 indicators with the participation of all
members of the national statistical system
including representatives of SDGs national
team. The dialogue aimed to foster network
and joint efforts to provide the maximum
data available in administrative records for
statistical purposes,. On another note, these
kinds of activities are important to facilitate
the flow of information and raise awareness on
statistical indicators, which represent part of
the mandate of PCBS.

Participate proactively in the second UN World
Data Forum, held in Dubai/UAE. The forum
held 80 sessions in which distinguished leaders
and decision makers participated to cooperate
to discuss challenges facing the provision of
data and optimal use of modern technologies.

initiatives and identifying mechanisms to raise
funds and aid to generate the best data possible
for sustainable development goals.

Review the first voluntary report on SDGs
indicators in the senior political forum held
in New York. The report was presented by
Palestine’s Permanent Representative to the
UN after the national SDGs national team
nominated by His Excellency the Prime Minister,
failed to attend.

Invite two technical missions on SDGs 2030 to
assess the current status of SDGs indicators and
discuss means to develop the dissemination
and exchange of data.
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2.3 The Business Register

Fouryears afterthe launch and development of the Business Register, in cooperation with partners, and with
financial and technical support from the French Government channeled via National Institute of Statistics
and Economic Studies (INSEE ), the first version of the administrative business register was launched in
a special ceremony on 19/12/2018. This version of the register covers private sector’s companies and
corporations successfully linked through official corporations’ registries, and the establishment census
2017. This version is the corner stone of a more comprehensive register that will cover all of Palestine. It is
a unique achievement since it will interconnect all administrative records on private sector establishments
from different official agencies.

Key activities implemented in 2018

1.

Building the capacity of PCBS technical team
and official institutions personnel through
training on preparing records, unifying
standards, promoting the quality of records’
contents, activating use of official licensing
number. In addition to building capacities in
programming of linkage tools among records,
editing and database building.

Hosting three French technical teams in
2018, including the delegation in the Business
Register Official Launching Ceremony.

Sending PCBS technical team to France for two
events: training on using DUKE data linking
program and on preparing a future perspective
of the linkage program and development and
updating of the register.

Outsourcing an audit team of 10 members to
work over three months on auditing the results
of electronic linkage of all sources of data
available.

30

5.

Field auditing of census identification data of
large establishments employing 10 or more
people in the West Bank to facilitate their
linking to other sources.

Post Implementation Plan

1.

Launching Ceremony of the First
Version of the Administrative
Business Register (ABR)

Develop the next version of the Business
Register Database, using updated partners’
data

Build the administrative business register
system as a source of the statistical work
register, and link it with data sources until the
end of 2018.

Develop training mechanisms for partner
teams, and conduct the necessary workshops.




2.4 Quality

Since its established, PCBS has paid a great

attention to data quality and the quality control

system, which are a top priority of PCBS, to
constantly achieve the best result nationally and
internationally. In this regard, PCBS conducted

a series of activities and procedures to achieve

quality assurance:

1. Prepare a number of reports on the quality of
processes and data of a number of statistical
surveys, in accordance with the Generic
Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM).

2. Prepare the National Quality Assurance
Framework (NQAF), and organize some
meetings with a number of the national
statistical system components, to view and
discuss the document, and to consider their
observations.

3. Participate at the European Conference on
Quality in the official statistics, held in Poland
2018, with two papers on PCBS experience in
preparing the quality reports, and adopting the
model of European excellence.

4. Implement the self-assessment of surveys
managers using DESAP to assess the quality of
statistical surveys implemented by PCBS.

5. Conduct a workshop on the quality of process
and data of statistical surveys, in terms of
how to check, monitor and follow up each
phase of the survey implementation, and the
mechanism of preparing quality reports for
each phase.

6. Prepare and implement a plan of internal
audit of a number of quality control system
procedures for 2018, and prepare its final
results report.

7. Prepare a list of indicators of the quality goals
achievements for the year 2018, and to meet
the targets of the indicators from the relevant
departments.

8. Conduct a workshop on PCBS experience in
adopting the model of European excellence.

2.5 Use of Modern Technologies for
Data Collection

PCBS learned from the experience of the 2017
Census in terms of using advanced technology
and decided to build on it, thus 2018 witnessed
advanced use of modern technology in the
implementation of statistical operations in which
PCBS decided to collect data electronically for all
surveys. The data collection process was linked
geographically by using GIS tools. This required
building and developing advanced applications
to respond to this change. Key developments
included the following:
1. Develop fieldwork management system
to assign tasks to fieldworkers, track their
achievements and control the settings of (GPS).

2. Launch the E-exam system, which is accessible
to all departments for wuse in regular
examinations for survey-related training
courses, and recruitment tests used by the
Human Resources Department.

3. Develop coding programs as well as re-
interview some surveys.

4. Receive the source version, and conduct
trainings on the software used in the census
2017.

5. Build and develop the non-periodic survey
database (surveys), which creates a definition
of variables of questionnaires on a unified
database.

6. Build and develop a map browser for surveys
as needed.
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7. Achieve integration with maps, and create
geographic databases compatible with
tablets.

8. Build a portal that enables all survey
management to follow up the survey on
a daily basis, at all levels of supervision
and management. The portal is used for
building the staff through the plan of survey
implementation.

9. Prepare about 600 tablets to be ready
to work according to (GIS) by processing
programs and maps.

10. Use special mechanisms for the protection
and security of data while they are
transferred from the field, by using modern
data collection techniques, in addition to
updating the devices used to collect data
with the latest versions.

PCBS Directions for 2019:

1. Continue to fully implement PCBS surveys
by using the modern technologies.

2. Move toward institutionalizing the
administrative  records  using  web
applications, in coordination with the
concerned ministries and institutions.

3. Develop the portal to provide
comprehensive reports to all departments
that follow the implementation of the
survey.
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2.6 Data Revolution

PCBS is trying to keep up with the “data
revolution” to best serve statistical operations
taking into consideration, implementing and
monitoring SDGs, in addition to developing
Palestine’s status in terms of “open-data”. A
special team was formed to follow on latest
data developments on data revolution and
big data including partnerships, open data,
awareness and training and related external
files. Following are key achievements in this
regard during 2018:
1. Conduct a study entitled “Assessment of
the Open Data at PCBS during 2016 and
2017).

2. Develop, follow up and implement the
work plan of 2018, to improve the status
of Palestine in the reports of the Open Data
Inventory (ODIN).

3. Prepare and publish the terms of use of
PCBS website in both languages (Arabic &
English), in accordance with the open data
standards.

4. PCBS membership in the National
Committee of Open Data, which was formed
by a decree of the Council of Ministers.

5. Communicate with Open Data Watch to
correct what has been said about Palestine
in terms of joining the public and private
data dissemination criteria.

6. Conduct a series of workshops for PCBS
departments on the data revolution.
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National Statistics Office of Palestine
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps

OPEN DATA INVENTORY 2018

RANK COVERAGE
ODIN SCORE m outof 178 h. subscore

m OPENNESS
subscore

SCORES BY MAJOR DATA CATEGORY

Social Economic Environmental
patestine 4% 5% T
Western Asia 43% 59% 44%
Global 40% 56% 39%
SUMMARY COVERAGE & OPENNESS
Palestine ranks 51 in the Open Data Inventory 2018 with an overall score of Statistics Category
54%. The overall score is a combination of a data coverage subscore of 48% Coverage Openness
and a data openness subscore of 60%. Population &vital statistics
Education facilities
Palestine scores higher than the regional median across all three major
I
data categories. Within the country, the highest levels of coverage and F— mausﬂ_,_”;ﬂe.ﬂeaﬁ !
N it
openness are on economic statistics and the lowest levels are on social fealth faclltes
. Health outcomes
statistics. N
Reproductive health
Gender statistics
RECOMMENDATIONS X
Crime &justice
Poverty &income
Coverage Coverage National accounts
Labor
® Collect and publish more recent data in social and environmental Price indexes.
Government finance
@ Collect and publish more historical data in social and environmental — Money &banking
statistics. International trade
— Balance of payments
Openness Land use
Resource use
® Publish more social and data in machil dabl Energy use
formats such as XLSX, CSV, or JSON. P
ollution
* Publish more metadata to accompany data to increase its environment
usefulness.
03— — 100%

INDEX COMPARISONS

MORE INFORMATION

National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS): Latest

General/Special Data Dissemination System (GDDS/SDDS): SDDS

Open Data Inventory 2018 54% strategy covers the period 2014-2018.
Statistical Capacity Indicator 2018 67% Subscriber.
Open Data Barometer 2017 a% Open Government Partnership: Nota member.

Right to Law: Not avail available

Global Open Data Index 2017/2018 .
Data not available
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National Statistics Office of Palestine

http://www.pcbs.gov.ps
RANK COVERAGE OPENNESS
ODIN SCORE N out of 180 L. subscore L. subscore
SCORES BY MAJOR DATA CATEGORY
Social Economic Environmental
Palestine 39% 48% 42%
Western Asia 44% 56% 39%
Global 36% 49% 32%
SUMMARY COVERAGE & OPENNESS

Palestine ranks 70 in the Open Data Inventory 2017 with an overall score of
43%. The overall score is a combination of a data coverage subscore of 46%
and a data openness subscore of 41%.

Palestine scores higher than the regional median for environmental
istics. Within the country, the highest levels of coverage and openness
are on economic statistics and the lowest levels are on social statistics.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Coverage Coverage

@ Collect and publish more recent data in social and environmental

h more historical data in social and environmental

Openness

 Create aclear and open terms of use policy, such as CC BY 4.0, for all
websites publishing official statisti
® Publish more data in machine-readable formats such as XLSX, CSV,

orJSON.
INDEX COMPARISONS
Open Data Inventory 2017 43%
Statistical Capacity Indicator 2017 80%
Open Data Barometer 2016 80%

Global Open Data Index 2016/2017 .
Data not available

Statistics Category
Coverage Openness
Population &vital statistics
Education facilities
Education outcomes
Health facilities

Health outcomes
Reproductive health

Gender statistics
Crime & justice
Poverty & income
National accounts
Labor
Price indexes
‘Government finance
(I Money & banking

International trade
— Balance of payments
Land use
Resource use
Energy use
Pollution
Built environment

0%  m— — 100%
MORE INFORMATION

National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS): Current
strategy covers the period 2014-2018.

Gener: Data Di System DS): SDDS
Subscriber.

Open Government Partnership: Not a member.

Right to Information Law: Not available.
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Chapter Three

Networking and Strengthening

Local, Regional and
International Relations

3.1 Agreements and MoUs
PCBS signed a number of MoUs at the national and international levels, in 2018. The
following MoUs were signed at the national level:

e MoU with the Ministry of Women'’s Affairs

e MoU with the Palestine Academy for Science and Technology
e MoU with the Independent Commission for Human Rights

e MoU with the Palestinian International Cooperation Agency
e  MoU with the Union of Agricultural Work Committees

e MoU with the Ministry of Women’s Affairs- the Italian
Scholarship  WELOD 3 2018- 2019

e MoU with the Palestinian Center for the Independence of the
Judiciary and the Legal Profession )MUSAWA(

e  MoU with the Ministry of Awgaf and Religious Affairs _ Z
e MoU with the Palestinian Police A Signing Ceremony of an Agreement with the

. . . . Palestinian International Cooperation Agency
e MoU with Palestine Telecommunications Company(Paltel)

Those signed agreements and MoUs aim for joint cooperation
in many areas and implementation of field surveys as well as
provision of consultancy services.

A Signing Ceremony of an
Agreement with the Palestinian
Telecommunications Group

A Signing Ceremony of an
Agreement with the Ministry of
Women'’s Affairs

A Signing Ceremony of an Agreement with
the Union of Agricultural Work Committees
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Ontheinternational level, the following agreements and MoUs were

signed for the purpose of supporting andfunding some projects

during the year 2018:

e MoU with the United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF)- MIC6S 2018-2019

e MoU with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 2018-
2020

e  MoU with the Hungarian Central Statistical Office 2018-2019 A Signing Ceremony of an Agreement with
e MoU with the World Bank 2018-2019 the Norwegian Government
e MoU with the Representative Office of Norway 2018-2020

e MoU with the United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) 2018

e MoU with the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)- 2018

e MoU with the United Nation Development Program (UNDP)-
2018 (two agreements)

e MoU with the Representative Office of China 2018-2019 e &
¢ MOU With the GIZ 2018-2019 Signing Ce fan Agreent with
e  MoU with the GIZ 2019 the Palestinian Police

e MoU with the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (UNESCWA)-2018

e MoU with the World Food Program (WFP) 2018-2019

e  MoU with the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC) 2018-2019 (the agricultural census)

e MoU with the Italian Cooperation (AICS) 2019- With the Ministry
of Finance and Planning.

PCBS expects to sigh a number of agreements in the first quarter of

X R A Signing Ceremony of an Agreement
2019 with the foIIowmg pPa rtners: with the United Nations Development

e World Food Program (WFP) and Food and Agriculture Program
Organization (FAO)- 2019

e United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and Empowerment of
Women (UN Women) 2019.

The following table shows the number of agreements PCBS signed with different agencies
during 2010-2018.

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
34 25 27 21 18 26 24 24 31
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3.2 Building the Capacities of the National
Statistical System

PCBS organized (13) training courses in 2018, which
targeted staff in the National Statistical System, including
ministries and other government institutions. A total of
(357) trainees benefited from these trainings. PCBS is
committed to these trainings as part of its responsibility
in strengthening the capacities of statistical units within
the National Statistical System. The courses were as
follows:
1. Two trainings on preparing and reading the statistical
reports and tables, and on SDGs indicators, for (13)
trainees.

2. (5) trainings on analysis of statistical data using
(SPSS), for (124) trainees.

3. Training on the administrative records, for (5)
trainees.

4. Training on the economic indicators, for (24) trainees.

5. Training on the sustainable development indicators
2030, for (90) trainees.

6. Training on the methods of macroeconomic analysis
and forecasting, for (35) trainees.

7. Training on the indices and their applications for (36)
trainees.

8. Training on preparing and calibrating administrative
records in government institutions, for (30) trainees.

9. Organizing on-job training on different administrative
and technical topics, for (19) students from national
universities.

10. Receiving delegations from universities and schools,
and conducting lectures in some universities on
various statistical topics, for (12) different institutions.

11. Volunteering with INJAZ, as part of the annual
volunteer program with two volunteers of PCBS staff.

The following table shows the number of trainings targeting national statistical system staff during

the period 2010-2018:

A Training Course on Preparation and Reading of

Statistical Reports

A Training Course on the Forms of Administrative
Records and the Mechanism of Completing them

Administrative Records in Public Institutions

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

14

13

18

11

11

7

8

5

13
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3.3 Users - Producers Dialogue

Since its establishment, PCBS was keen to
keep the user-producer dialog as a main
pillar for its overall mission. coordination
and consultation with data users ,and
stakeholders is key and has taken many
formsincluding conferences, workshops and '

focused groups meetings to discuss results . 1 — .

of key surveys and receive feedback for Internsa?.'iicr:aallgl:ynZ?:hzhse?);?:Slvz:holgitsgiiIities
better tailoring of activities to serve users’
needs.. . in this context, PCBS organized 39
workshops, 5 conferences.

The following table shows the number of
activities implemented by PCBS under the
Users - Producers Dialogue Program during

2010 - 2018. A Workshop on CEDAW Treaty
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
28 30 24 25 20 41 51 22 39

3.4 PCBS in the Media

Out of its faith in the vital role of media, PCBS
has maintained its strong relations with
different media outlets and representatives.
The media plays a key role in disseminating
and utilizing official. Media is also key for
raising public awareness on the importance
of statistics and its relevancy to people’s
daily lives . In this context, PCBS published
202 press releases in 2018 covering its
activities. The Bureau was also interviewed
740 times on radio and TV, to speak of
different statistical issues, including the
2017 Census.
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3.5 The Statistical Competition

As a part of PCBS efforts to raise public awareness of statistical work, PCBS launched a statistical competition
entitled “My Future in Numbers”, in 2017, in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Higher
Education, with funding from EU. The competition targeted the students in various public and private
schools all over the country, to increase their awareness of the importance of the statistical figure and its
uses in their academic and professional life. The winners were honored at a special ceremony organized
for the occasion.

In light of the success of the first ever held competition, and in collaboration with the Ministry of Education
and Higher Education and the fund of EU, PCBS decided to conduct the second statistical competition
in December 25th,2018 . This time the competition targeted students in public and private schools, in
addition to the schools of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), in
different Palestinian governorates in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, including Jerusalem.

The last round of the competition was organized in a special ceremony held at the Carmel Hotel in which
the winners were honored and awarded prizes. A similar
ceremony was held in Gaza Strip, where the winners from Gaza

were also honored.

Activities of the Statistical Competition/
West Bank

Activities of the Statistical
Competition/ Gaza
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3.6 The Technical Assistance Missions

In line with PCBS full commitment to keep up with the latest
international developments in various statistical fields, (18)
technical assistance missions were received during the year
2018, as follows:

1.

10.
11.

12.

Two technical assistance missions on poverty statistics
and the poverty Atlas.

Technical assistance mission on the preparation for
the announcement of the preliminary results of the
Population, Housing and Establishments Census 2017.

Technical assistance mission on the assessment of the
Geographic Information System (GIS) in census 2017.

Two technical assistance missions on national accounts.

Technical assistance mission on building the national
accounts program (ERETES).

Technical assistance mission on the domestic violence
survey.

(5) technical assistance missions on SDGs.

Technical assistance mission on the statistics of the
external sector (balance of payments).

Technical assistance mission on the evaluation of the
areas of cooperation between the Statistics Denmark
and PCBS.

Technical assistance mission on labor statistics.

Technical assistance mission on building a special model
for Palestine in the field of estimating final energy
consumption data.

Technical
(Consumer

assistance mission on price statistics
Price Index (CPIl)).

—
Meeting with UNCTAD mission about
«National Accounts and the Economic Model»

s

Activities of the Danish Technical Assistance
Mission to PCBS

Activities of the Technical Assistance Mission on
the Sustainable Development Goals Related to
Environment

Activities of the Italian Technical Assistance Mission

The following table presents the number of technical assistance missions PCBS received in the years 2010-
2018 in different areas.

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

10

15

11

13

18
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3.7 Core Funding Group

PCBS signed agreement was signed with the Representative Office
of Norway in May 2018 to support its core program 2018-2022.
In addition, PCBS held its first annual meeting on June 6th 2018

and the second semi-annual meeting on December 5th 2018, in
addition to a number of technical meetings to discuss technical

and financial reports.

3.8 Donor Advisory Committee

During the donors meeting on April 25th 2018, PCBS put forward
an initiative to form an advisory committee of partners and

A Meeting with Donors

international donors. This initiative aimed to support and help
PCBS in certain issues, including supporting the PCBS program,
where (16) international entities confirmed their interest to join

the committee.

The first meeting of the committee
was held on September 25th
2018, and was attended by the
representative of the Ministry of
Finance and Planning and (19)
international organizations: (UNICEF,
UNSCO, UNDP, OCHA, JICA, AICS,
Netherland, GlzZ, British, USAID,
LACS, ILO, EU, UN-Women, Norway,
WHO, UNRWA, and Word Bank).
PCBS is working now on following
upon and the implementation of the
recommendations and outcomes of
the meeting.

42

A Meeting of the Advisory
Committee for Donors



3.9 The Play of “A Move in the Right Direction”

In 2018, PCBS launched a first-in-a-kind tool to present and
elaborate on statistical figures and indicators: In partnership
with Ashtar Theater and with funding from the Representative
Office of Norway, PCBS produced a sarcastic theatrical work
entitled “ A Move in the Right Direction” . The work sheds light
on women’s work in Palestine and what women experience
when applying for jobs, to highlight the issue of violence and
discrimination against women in Palestine, in a theatrical way.
The play was performed at the Ramallah Municipal Theater,
and other places around different governorates.

Scenes from the Play Titled
“A Move the Right Direction”
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Chapter Four

Social Responsibility

Keen to undertake its social responsibility, PCBS implemented a number of social
activities in 2018, aimed to show compassion with local community issues.

4.1 “Donate with Whatever Extra You Have” Campaign

PCBS pursuedin 2018 its annual “Donate with Whatever Extra You Have” Campaign to help needy
families. The campaign collects the extra clothes and shoes and other items that staff members
have and delivers them to the Ministry of Social Development, which, in turn, distributes the
items to needy families. The Campaign was organized in the holy month of Ramadan during
which (90) parcels of clothes and shoes for different age groups were collected and distributed.

4.2 Blood Donation Campaign

In 2018, PCBS carried out two blood donation campaigns for many patients, including the
employees’ relatives and citizens in general. The campaigns targeted many hospitals and health
centers, especially at An-Najah Hospital and the National Blood Bank.

4.3 Engagement with National Issues
PCBS participated in 2018 in a number of national activities and events aiming at promoting
public participation in its activities.

The following table shows the activities organized by PCBS as part of its social responsibility
efforts during the period 2010-2018.

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

6

3

4

7
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A Donation Campaign

Solidarity Activities with Al-Khan Al-Ahmar
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Chapter Five

2018 Year
Outputs

5.1 Statistical Calendar (103)

The 2018 Statistical Calendar Press Releases
included (162) outputs as follows:

(47) (12)

Statistical Preparation of
Reports Data for Public
Use

Following is the distribution of outputs per statistical topics:

(100) (25) (12) (5) ©)

Economic Population and Area Registers and | Pplanning and

statistics Social statistics statistics Statistical development
Monitoring

In terms of the commitment to deliver outputs on time, PCBS has:

Canceled a report
Postponed (15) and data preparation
outputs to 2019 for the survey of
due to technical environment and
reasons household energy,
due to an alternative
data source.

Completed (6)
Completed (139) outputs after the

outputs by the specified date in the
specified date. statistical calendar
due to technical

reasons.

Data showed (85%) commitment to statistical outputs, as per the deadlines specified in the 2018
statistical calendar.
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5.2 Field Surveys

In 2018, PCBS conducted (21) statistical surveys in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, including (17)
surveys on the statistical program plan 2018, and (4) ad-hoc surveys, carried out in cooperation
with some local and international institutions. The surveys cover all statistical fields (Economics,
Population,Social and Geographical) with monthly, quarterly, or yearly periodicity, and other non-
periodic ones. Following is a list of surveys implemented throughout the year:

1. Survey of the Inspection of Business Registers
Facilities

2. Survey of Hotel Activity
5. Survey of Consumer Price Index
7. Survey of Wholesale Price Index

2. Survey of Hotel Activity

4. Economic surveys series
6. Survey of Olive Presses

8. Transport Survey- Outside Establishments

9. Survey of Construction, Roads, Water and
Sewerage Costs Index

10. Survey of Foreign Investment 2017

11. Survey of Industrial Production Quantity Index
13. Administrative and statistical registers
15. Survey of Labor Force

17. Survey of Socio-Economic Conditions 2018 /
Ad-hoc

19. Survey of the rule of law (household) / Ad-hoc

12. Survey of Finance and Insurance
14. Survey of Balance of Payments

16. Survey of the Educational Environment

18. Survey of Investment Environment / Ad-hoc

20. Survey of the rule of law (experts) Ad-hoc

Training on PCBS Surveys
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5.3 Training and Capacity-Building

Always keen to invest in its human resources,
PCBS continued its capacity-building programs in
a variety of fields. Following is a summary of the
2018 trainings that PCBS staff participated in:

In-House Training
e (8) trainings, for (213) employees.
e (9) seminars, for (223) employees.

National Training

e (59) of PCBS employees joined (29) national
activities, as follows:

e (19) trainings, for (40) employees.

e (4) workshops, for (7) employees.

e (6) conferences, for (12) employees. (4) papers
have been presented in two conferences, and
as for the rest it was just attendance with no
papers.

External Training

(173) of PCBS staff and (25) employees from
ministries and institutions enrolled in (119) external
training activities. The activities include (24)
training courses, (36) meetings, (37) workshops,
(13) workshops, (8) study visits and (1) mission.

Study Visits

PCBS provided the chance for two of its staff to
gain their BA degree through scholarships, and
another two staff to gain a Masters degree through
scholarships.

On-line Training
(11) of PCBS staff participated in (5) on-line
trainings.

Technical Consultancies

PCBS delegated (4) of its staff as experts in (6)
external technical consultancy missions to a
number of Arab statistical offices.
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A Training Course on Communication for
Statistics with the Support of MEDSTAT

Training course about « the visualization software
used by Gap minder and DDF: a data model for
harmonization of multi-dimensional stations»



The following table shows the number of trainings organized by PCBS in the period 2010-2018.

Activity 2010 | 2011 | 2012 2013 | 2014 2015 | 2016 2017 2018
Internal training 14 13 9 4 6 7 11 2 8
National training 35 18 24 10 16 33 29 33 29
External training 54 77 63 72 70 92 58 139 119
On-line training 0 1 0 1 2 6 3 17 5
Technical consultancies 3 10 5 0 0 2 4 3 6
Study visits 19 22 27 21 10 6 7 4 4
Papers in local and external

conferences 4 3 > ® 6 2 > 1 10

5.4 PCBS Visitors

In 2018, PCBS hosted local and international high professional and public figures and delegations
to strengthen relations and explore potential cooperation. Visitors included the Annual ILO Fact-
Finding Mission on the conditions of Palestinian labor force conditions, visits by a number of
representatives including Switzerland, Belgium, , Finland, the Ambassador of South Africa. In
addition to a number of representatives of UN agencies including WFP, UNICEF, UNESCO and UN-
Women. , . PCBS has also hosted a number of visits by high ranking officials including Dr. Nabil
Shaath, Head of the Department of Diaspora Affairs in the PLO, Marwan Awartani, President of
the Palestine Academy of Science and Technology and the representative of delegation of the
Business Women Forum.

Visits of Universities Students
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Chapter Six

Names in the Records of
Dedication

The year 2018 wmarked the retirement of the following colleagues after a long
journey filled with giving, dedication and accomplishment.

To them we say thank you.

Year of Appointment Year of Retirement

Najwa al-Jakhlab 2018

Ibrahim Al-Tarsha 2018
Ahlam Salameh 2018
Munther Abu Ayyash 2018
Obeida Agel 2018
Abdul Razek Hussein 2018
Nidal Zahran 2018

Samira Abu Asba 2018

Samah Abou Al-Hoda 2018

Nasser Dar Ali 2018

Zakaria Dabour 2018
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Ibrahim Al-Tarsha

Obeida Agel Ahlam Salameh

Munther Abu Ayyash Zakaria Dabour

On this occasion,
PCBS wishes to express
its deep gratitude for
their dedicated efforts,
hard work, productive
role and contribution
to building the
Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics.

Nasser Dar Ali Samah Abou Al-Hoda

Najwa al-Jakhlab Samira Abu Asba

Nidal Zahran Abdul Razek Hussein
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Chapter Seven

PCBS General Strategic
Directions 2018-2022

Building on PCBS experience in applying and executing the National Strategy for the Development of
Official Statistics (NSDS) 2014-2018, and based upon the National Policy Agenda (2017-2022),“Citizen
First”, and acting upon the Matrix of Policy Priorities and Interventions for the years (2017-2022) approved
by the Council of Ministers, together with PCBS directions for 2015-2017, the strategic directions guiding

the strategy preparation for 2018-2022 are as follows:

Institutionalize
and promote
the national statistical
system via organizing and
strengthening the joint work
between PCBS and its partners
in the national statistical system,
in order to respond to users’ A ) )
needs and establish partnerships national plan including
with government institutions, the indicators of SDGs
universities and research 2030.
centers.

Develop and
enhance the national
statistical monitoring
system to establish a
database that would

cover the indicators of

Computerize
administrative
procedures through
modern and safe
technologies.

Continue the
assessment
of users’
satisfaction.

Keep up with
international
and regional efforts
in producing and
monitoring statistical
data on SDGs 2030.

Produce more
censuses in different fields
in accordance with international
standards and the timetable
of their implementation,
in cooperation with the
components of the national

Develop and
institutionalize
administrative and central
registers/records through

—— e = = -

the development and updating
of existing ones, as well as building
new registers in cooperation with
relevant institutions. The purpose is
to create more reliable registers, as
a source to feed statistical data to
enhance the capacities of national
institutions in the area of statistics
to guarantee complementarily
of administrative records
and PCBS programs.

statistical system, and by using
census data in publishing
and promoting data.




Diversify the
methods of data
dissemination and
accessibility, and promote its
use in all areas, and promote
and develop mechanisms and
policies for dissemination of
statistical data for different

P S

Upgrade and

develop the technical segments of society.

[ ——

_— = -

e e o = -

and administrative

capacities toward greater
efficiency and effectiveness. Efforts
include capacity building of of
IT teams and ensuring a sound
technological infrastructures

to ensure keeping up with the

modernization of PCBS starting
N from design up to dissemination

and meeting users’

requirements.
Enhance and

develop the technical
and administrative capacities
towards greater efficiency and
effectiveness, with a focus on the
capacity building of IT workforce,
strengthening the working staff in terms
of number and knowledge and providing
the necessary technological structures,
aiming to cope with the steady shift
towards increasing the dependence on
this field starting from design up
to dissemination, as well as
handling feedback from
users.

P

Guarantee
the integration
of international
human rights
standards contained in
international covenants

and treaties into

produced statistics. Meet the
requirements of
justice and gender in
the production and
dissemination of
statistics.
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Build a
statistical business
register in
cooperation with
all partners.

Continue to

use and develop
modern data collection

techniques and to

provide statistical
databases for planning

and policy-making

purposes.

Develop and
implement the
national Statistical
framework to control
data quality and upgrade
the quality of statistics
in particular.

o e e = = m

Boost
compliance
with the
requirements
of international
standards of
statistical
indicators.
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A Meeting of the Steering Committee Governor of Qalgiliya Governorate visiting
for the Multiple Indicator Cluster PCBS Office and receiving a copy of the
Survey (MICS6) Statistical Yearbook of Palestine
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The Work Team of the Special Event on Honoring Professor Abdul Aziz
the Occasion of the International Day PCBS Participation in the Maalmi on the occasion of the end

. T of His Duties as Director General of
aifidie Feepl sl Dl e Second United Nations World the Arab Institute for Training and

Data Forum - Dubai Research in Statistical (AITRS)

A Consultative Meeting for the A Training Day for the Engineers of
Monitoring and Socio-Economic the Ministry of Agriculture
Conditions Survey
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