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69916999400240024064

Main Indicators of Victimization Survey - 1996, 1999, 2004, 2008, 2012 
 

Indicators 
69916999400240024064

  الأسر ضحايا الأفعال الإجرامية  
Victims of Criminal Offenses at the Household 

Level

6.56.555.15.66.5
Percentage of victimized households of all criminal 
offenses 

5.55.15.11.21.1
Percentage of households exposed to theft 
(excluding vehicle) 

5.15.65.55.53.1
Percentage of households exposed to vehicle theft 
or part of it 

2.62.32.52.5
Percentage of households exposed to robbery or 
theft attempt 

5.12.15.65.52.6
Percentage of households exposed to property 
damage 

5.12.32.52.62.1Percentage of households exposed to threat 

5.12.35.62.62.5Percentage of households exposed to assault 

5.15.51.33.3
Percentage of households exposed to Israeli 
soldiers or settlers harassment or assault 

2.12.32.1 النسبة المئوية للأسر ضحايا التعرض لجرائم أخرى
Percentage of households exposed to other 
crimes 

  *الأفراد ضحايا الأفعال الإجرامية 
Victims at the Individual Level by Last Criminal 
Offense*

63.166.156.611.635.6
Percentage of persons exposed to theft\ theft 
robbery attempt 

51.151.251.551.352.5Percentage of persons exposed to threat\ assault 

55.53.31.151.11.2
Percentage of persons exposed to property 
damage 

 Location of Last Crime *مكان حصول الجريمة

11.655.633.136.636.1
Percentage of persons exposed to criminal offense 
inside house 

11.135.555.615.356.2
Percentage of persons exposed to criminal offense 
nearby house 
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Cont. Main Indicators of Victimization Survey - 1996, 1999, 2004, 2008, 2012 

 *Last Crime Reporting *التبليغ عن الجريمة

32.131.116.661.231.3
Percentage of  victimized persons who reported 
the crime 

 *Reasons for Not Reporting Last Crime *أسباب عدم التبليغ عن الجريمة

65.516.111.635.3
Percentage of  victimized persons not reporting 
because crime not serious enough 

52.512.251.11.1
Percentage of  victimized persons not reporting 
because personal\ tribal solution 

52.512.515.111.1
Percentage of  victimized persons not reporting 
because  preferring no interference of police  

Perpetrator of Last Crime* 

55.515.151.511.131.1
Percentage of persons exposed to criminal offense 
from Israeli soldiers or settlers 

51.21.63.31.63.1
Percentage of persons exposed to criminal offense 
from a relative 
Physical Harm and Tangible Losses of Last 
Crime* 

11.555.652.651.16.6
Percentage of persons exposed to criminal offense 
and caused physical harm 

55.355.252.251.653.6
Percentage of persons exposed to criminal offense 
and caused  tangible losses 

1.11.35.15.6
Percentage of persons exposed to criminal offense 
and caused physical harm and tangible losses 

56.153.515.112.356.6
Percentage of persons exposed to criminal offense 
and caused tangible losses of more than 1000 
Jordanian Dinars 

Party Prone to Tangible Losses of Last Crime* 

16.111.551.572.763.3 
Percentage of persons exposed to criminal offense 
 and the victim was prone to tangible losses 

 (-): Means data not available.

  Percent from the total individuals who have been subjected to at least one criminal offense)*(:  



PCBS :النتائج الأساسية – 2102حية، مسح الض 

 

 
39 

 

111

Table 1: Percentage of Victimized Households by Type of Criminal Offense, and Region During 
Previous 12 Months 

Palestine 

Region 

Type of Criminal Offense 

West Bank Gaza Strip

2.14.22.4Theft (Excluding Vehicle) 

3.22.28.3Vehicle Theft or Part of it

7.09.09.8Robbery or Theft Attempt 

7.09.09.0Property Damage

7.29.09.0Threat

7.09.49.0Assault

3.34.93.0
Israeli Soldiers or Settlers 
Harassment or Assault   

7.19.89.0Other Crimes

6.90.112.3
Households who Exposed to at 
Least one Criminal Offense

111

Table 2:  Percentage of Victimized Households by Type of Criminal Offense and Number of 
Persons per Household During  Previous 12 Months

Number of Persons per Household  

Total

 Type of  
Criminal Offense 

0-4 8-2 0-0 4-3 0+ 

4.2 8.4 4.0 8.2 2.0 2.1 Theft (Excluding Vehicle) 

8.2 0.8 0.0 8.0 9.3 3.2 Vehicle Theft or Part of it 

9.0 9.4 9.4 9.0 9.0 7.0 Robbery or Theft Attempt 

9.0 9.0 9.2 9.0 9.0 7.0 Property Damage 

9.8 9.8 9.0 9.2 9.4 7.2 Threat 

9.2 9.0 9.2 9.4 9.0 7.0 Assault 

0.3 4.0 8.0 0.4 4.8 3.3 
Israeli Soldiers or Settlers 
Harassment or Assault   

9.8 9.0 9.8 9.8 9.0 7.1 Other Crimes 

0.0 5.0 5.0 11.6 12.5 6.9 Overall Criminal Offenses 
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         Table 3:Percentage of Victimized Households by Type of Criminal Offense and Occupation of Head of Household During
 Previous 12 Months 

Occupation of Head of Household

Type of 
Criminal Offense

Legislators, 
Senior 

Officials and 
Manager

Professionals 
Technicians 
and, Clerks

Service, 
Shop and 

Market 
Workers

Skilled 
Agricultured 
and Fishery 

Workers

craft and 
Related 
Trade 

Workers

Plant & 
Machine 

Operators 
and 

Assemblers

Elementary 
Occupation

Does 
not 

Work 

Total

8.08.08.00.08.04.04.02.42.1Theft (Excluding Vehicle) 

2.20.30.32.48.40.30.09.03.2Vehicle Theft or Part of it

0.99.49.00.00.90.09.09.07.0Robbery or Theft Attempt 

9.09.09.49.49.90.29.49.07.0Property Damage

9.49.09.49.09.80.09.20.97.2Threat

9.00.99.49.39.29.09.09.07.0Assault

8.22.08.30.44.02.42.04.03.3
Israeli Soldiers or Settlers 
Harassment or Assault   

999.49.39.49.09.09.09.87.1Other Crimes

17.117.35.66.10.211.15.612.16.9
Overall Criminal 
Offenses
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Table 4: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Type of Last Criminal Offense and 
Region During Previous 12 Month

Palestine 

Region 
Type of

Criminal Offense 
West BankGaza Strip

8.735.34..33Theft 

17433.330Robbery or Theft Attempt 

87353.930Property Damage 

171139330Threat

276135533Assault

1676.5314033
Israeli Soldiers or Settlers Harassment or 
Assault

678.33330Other Crimes 

433433433Total

4 471 678 
Persons who exposed to at least one 
criminal offense 

 

 

 

521

Table 5: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Type of  Last Criminal Offense and 
Type of Locality During Previous 12 Months

 

 
 

Palestine   

 Type of Locality 
Type of 

Criminal Offense 
Urban Rural Camp 

8.73 .133 .933 .03. Theft 

174 .30 033 330 Robbery or Theft Attempt 

873 .33 433 935 Property Damage 

171 533 .35 .3. Threat

276 430 334 133 Assault

1676 5.33 .031 .03. 
Israeli Soldiers or Settlers 
Harassment or Assault

678 .35 .30 334 Other Crimes 

433 433 433 433 Total 
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Table 6: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Selected Variables and Type of  Last Criminal Offense During 

Previous 12 Months

  Type of Criminal Offense 

 

Total 

 

Selected Variables 

Theft 
 

 محاولة سطو وسرقة
Robbery or 

Theft Attempt
Property 
Damage 

Threat AssaultIsraeli Soldiers or Settlers 
Harassment or Assault 

Other 
Crimes

        Sex 

0.58 585. 0058 0.5. 0.5. .959 0858 1.92 Male 

 Female .2.9 858. 55. 5.55 .585 5.58 .5.5 5.58 أنثى

2.. 2.. 2.. 2.. 2.. 2.. 2.. 2.. Total 

        Age of Victim 

17353 858 858 5.59 355. .5. 858 794 Up to 17 

50 - .9 5855 95. 55. 5.5. 5.5. 5559 .53 2291 18 - 24 

.. - 39 .950 3.5. ..5. 3.58 3353 .55. .950 1.9. 25 - 34 

3. - 99 .95. 3.5. 3.55 555. 053 .95. 3358 1791 35 - 44 

9.+ 3555 ..5. 3.5. 5559 .5. 9858 395. 979. 45+ 

2.. 2.. 2.. 2.. 2.. 2.. 2.. 2.. Total 
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Table 7: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons* by Sex and Age of Perpetrator of Last 
Criminal Offense and Region During Previous 12 Months 

 

Palestine

Region 
Sex and Age of Crime 

Perpetrator 
West Bank Gaza Strip 

   Sex of Crime Perpetrator 

6.98 ..88 3.89 Males 

 896 585 888 Females 

691 .82 080 Both 

896 988 080 Unknown 

 611 611 611 Total 

   Age of Crime Perpetrator 

01 6191 2989 ..82 Less than 18 years 

01 5.91 8282 8083 18 years and Over 

 6691 2.89 788 Different Age Groups 

 611 611 611 Total 

*

 
 

* Victims of Israeli Soldiers or Settlers harassment 
or unknown Perpetrator are not included 

868

           Table 8: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Type of Last Criminal Offense 
and Crime Reporting During Previous 12  Months 

  

 

 Crime Reporting 

Type of
Criminal Offense 

 Reported 

Not Reported 
Reported Crime

Reported Crime Underwent 
Legal Proceedings

2388 .085 8.80 Theft

788 282 889 Robbery or Theft Attempt 

780588 287 Property Damage

2982 .389 .85 Threat 

2888 .785 587 Assault

78. 2987 .80 Other Crimes 

611 611 611 Total

ات قوات الاحتلال واعتداءات حرشتا ياضح لميشلا 
نييلائيرلإساين نوالمستوط

* Victims of Israeli Soldiers or Settlers harassment or are not 
included 
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Table 9: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Type of Last Criminal Offense and 
Location During Previous 12 Months 

 

 Location of Crime 

Total 
Type of

Criminal Offense Inside the 
House

Nearby 
the 

House

Other Place 
Inside 

Locality

Outside 
Locality

..339.3299393131211Theft

46369.32.3.636211Robbery or Theft Attempt 

.93...323.3939 4211Property Damage

33329132.239030211Threat 

3.33..319432439211Assault 

..306301303.30211
Israeli Soldiers and Settlers 
Harassment or Assault 

23.943199326034211Other Crimes 

1021

Table 10: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Type of  Last Criminal Offense and 
Confrontation During Previous 12 Months

Confrontation No Confrontation Total 

Type of 
Criminal Offense 

1.0 2230 211 Theft

13. 233. 211 Robbery or Theft Attempt 

3.3. 143. 211 Property Damage

..32 6933 211 Threat 

.932 9.33 211 Assault 

.31 2939 211 
Israeli Soldiers and Settlers 
Harassment or Assault 

3130 1930 211 Other Crimes 
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Table 22: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Perpetrator of Last Criminal 
Offense and Confrontation During Previous 12 Months 

 

Confrontation  No Confrontation Total 
Perpetrator 

9.3. 6632 21.8 Israeli Soldiers or Settlers 

3430 .3. 2.8 A Relative 

6332 .3. 22.2 From Same  Locality; Not  Relative  

3932 .3. 2.8 Others Known 

33. 6031 2..1 Others not Known 

211 211 211 Total 

2121

Table 21: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Perpetrator of Last Criminal 
Offense and Type of Harm During Previous 12 Months 

 Type of Harm 

Perpetrator 

Physical 
Harm

Tangible 
Losses

 Physical Harm and 
Tangible Losses

None

3.3.663... .6.32Israeli Soldiers or Settlers

9234331343.132A Relative

.43343393319631
From Same  Locality; Not  
Relative 

33 6.329630632Others Known 

.396.3.0303.32Others not Known 

211211211211Total 
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  Table 13: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Tangible Losses of the Last Criminal 
Offense and Region During Previous 12 Months,

 

Palestine 

Region
Tangible Losses 
(Jordanian Dinar) 

West Bank Gaza Strip 

3-62 2..1 3.32 3432 62-3  

.0-22 22.2 3.34 3.34 50-99 

300-962 12.1 363. 923. 100-249 

9.0-222 11.2 9.3. 9430 250-999 

3000+ 21.1 913. 3639 1000+ 

211 211 211 Total 

41

41

Table 14: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Type of Last Criminal Offense and 
Party Prone to Tangible Losses During Previous 12 Months 

Party Prone to Tangible Losses 

Total

 
Type of 

Criminal Offense 
The Victim Not the Victim 

2.3. 63. 211 Theft

300 030 211 Robbery or Theft Attempt 

2.30 .30 211 Property Damage

.134 6336 211 Threat 

300 030 211 Assault 

2.36 434 211 
Israeli Soldiers and Settlers 
Harassment or Assault 

2330 230 211 Other Crimes 

12.1 1.1 211 Party Prone to Tangible Losses 
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Table 15: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Type of Last Criminal Offense and
Timing of Crime During Previous 12 Month 

 

Timing of Crime                                        
 

Total 

Type of 

Criminal Offense 01:00-3.:.2 34:00-9.:.2 96:00-0.:.2 
Not Known 

.03. 9430 9.36 903. 211 Theft 

3.39 .43. 6.39 .3. 211 Robbery or Theft Attempt 

9336 693. 913. .36 211 Property Damage 

..30 6233 3339 63. 211 Threat 

.230 6.3. 3.3. 030 211 Assault 

..3. ..36 9239 933 211 
Israeli Soldiers and Settlers 
Harassment or Assault 

.132 3.3. 030 6.36 211 Other Crimes 

22.1 22.1 11.2 21.1 211 Total 

5151

Table 2.: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Location of Last Crime and Region 
During Previous 12 Months 

 

 

Palestine

Region

Location  

West Bank 

 

Gaza Strip 

21.2 9.3. .339 Inside  the House 

21.1 9.39 393. Nearby House 

22.1 9931 3334 Other Place Inside Locality 

21.8 9339 63. Outside Locality 

2.2 .33 039 At Israeli Checkpoints 

211 211 211 Total 
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Table 22: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Location of Last Crime and Type      
of Locality During Previous 12 Months 

 

Palestine

 Locality Type 

Location of Crime 

Urban Rural Camp 

21.2 .034 .433 403. Inside  the House 

21.1 3234 3.3. 313. Nearby House 

22.1 3.32 3.33 333. Other Place Inside Locality 

21.8 303. 9.31 133 Outside Locality 

2.2 2.2 2.2 2.8 At Israeli Checkpoints 

211 211 211 211 Total 

18

51

Table 18: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Location of Last Crime and  
Tangible Losses During Previous 12 Months 

 

Tangible Losses (Jordanian Dinar) Location of Crime 

62 Up to.0-22 300-962 9.0-222 3000+ 

.632 ..34 4933 ..32 623. Inside  the House 

9034 3.33 343. 3.32 3632 Nearby House 

3.33 233 393. 3.3. 313. Other Place Inside Locality 

.36 3631 .31 3933 3632 Outside Locality 

030 336 333 031 936 At Israeli Checkpoints 

211 211 211 211 211 Total 
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Table 19: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Last Crime Reporting and Region 
During Previous 12 Months

 

Palestine

Region 
Crime Reporting 

 
West Bank 

 

Gaza Strip

22.2 6239 .931 Reported 

38.9 42.5 28.9 
 Reported Crime Underwent 
Legal Proceedings  

1... .031 4.39 Not Reported 

*

 
  

* Victims of Israeli Soldiers or Settlers 
harassment are not included 

1251

Table 11: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Reasons for not reporting 
 and Region During Previous 12 Months 

Palestine

Region

Reasons For Not Reporting 

West BankGaza Strip 

22.846.839.6Not Serious Enough

2.23331930Personally\ Tribal Solute

1.203.030Insurance not Available 

11.13439.033Dislike of Police interfering

8.2232436Do not Trust in Authorities 

2..436939Social Position 

22.1136323.Other Reasons*

211211211Total

*: includes lack of knowledge of the offender, and do not want to 
accuse anyone, and the lack of evidence and proof 

 

 

1551

Table 12: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Perpetrator of  Last Criminal  
Offense and Region During Previous 12 Months 

 

Palestine

Region

Perpetrator  

West Bank

 

Gaza Strip

21.8 9430 .23. Israeli Soldiers or Settlers 

2.8 139 33. A Relative 

22.2 3.33 .3. From Same  Locality; Not Relative  

2.8 43. .3. Others Known 

2..1 6936 .030 Others not Known 

211 100 211 Total 
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11

51

Table 11: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Perpetrator of Last Criminal Offense 
and Type of Locality During Previous 12 Months 

 

Palestine

Locality Type  

Perpetrator 

Urban Rural Camp 

 21.8 6.3. 6333 .23.  Israeli Soldiers or Settlers   

 2.8 63. .36 431  A Relative    

 22.2 3031 3432 133 From Same  Locality; Not Relative 

 2.8 63. .30 131  Others Known 

 2..1 .432 .334 ..30 Others not Known 

 211 211 211 211 Total 

1251

Table 23: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Perpetrator and Type of Last Criminal 
Offense During Previous 12 Months

 Type of Criminal Offense 

 
Total 

 
Perpetrator    

Theft\ 
Robbery or 

Theft 
Attempt

Property 
Damage

Threat\ 
Assault

Israeli Soldiers 
or Settlers 

Harassment or 
Assault

Other 
Crimes

333 .30 030 300 030 21.8 
Israeli Soldiers or 
Settlers 

.39 331 .031 030 .3. 2.8 A Relative 

3036 9034 .630 030 .330 22.2 
From Same  Locality; 
Not  Relative  

.36 9039 393. 030 433. 2.8 Others Known 

1332 .636 93. 030 030 2..1 Others not Known 

211 211 211 211 211 211 Total 
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Table 24: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Perpetrator of Last Criminal Offense 
and Type of Harm During Previous 12 Months 

Type of Harm 

Total 
Perpetrator 

Physical Harm No Physical Harm 

9930 6636 21.8 Israeli Soldiers or Settlers 

9431 .33 2.8 A Relative 

..30 231 22.2 From Same  Locality; Not Relative  

3633 633 2.8 Others Known 

633 .134 2..1 Others not Known 

211 211 211 Total 

11

51

Table 25: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Perpetrator of Last Criminal  
Offense and Tangible Losses During Previous 12 Months 

Tangible Losses (Jordanian Dinar) Perpetrator 

62Up to .0-22 300-962 9.0-222 3000+ 

.633 .131 ..33 6.32 693. Israeli Soldiers or Settlers 

334 93. 333 03. .33 A Relative 

43. 336 13. .3. 3332 
From Same  Locality; Not 
Relative  

.34 .33 034 639 3033 Others Known 

.639 .636 .432 6.32 .034 Others not Known 

211 211 211 211 211 Total 
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26 

51

Table 26: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Perpetrator of Last Criminal Offense 
and Party Prone to Tangible Losses During Previous 12 Months

Party Prone to Tangible Losses 

Total 
Perpetrator 

The Victim Not the Victim 

663. .634 22.1 Israeli Soldiers or Settlers 

939 030 1.2 A Relative 

.39 9133 ..1 From Same  Locality; Not Relative  

630 23. 2.2 Others Known  

663. .31 21.1 Others not Known 

211 211 211 Total 

2751

Table 27: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Type of Harm of Last Criminal 
Offense and Region During Previous 12 Months 

Palestine

Region 

Type of Harm  

West Bank 

 

Gaza Strip 

1.1.34.3.Bodily Harm  

22.1..322930Tangible Losses  

2.1930330Bodily Harm and Tangible Losses 

28.2.93..3.No Losses 

100100100Total 
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Table 28: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Tangible Losses of Last Criminal 
Offense and Type of Locality During Previous 12 Months 

 Palestine

Locality Type  
Tangible Losses 

(Jordanian Dinar) 
Urban Rural Camp 

622..1 3.39 393. 3430 Up to 49 

.0-22 22.2 3.32 .3. 3039 50-99 

300-962 12.1 9.39 9034 923. 100-249 

9.0-222 11.2 9.36 9.32 9.31 250-999 

3000+ 21.1 313. .33. 313. 1000+ 

211 211 211 211 Total 

29

51

Table 29: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Party Prone to Tangible Losses of 
Last Criminal Offense and Region During Previous 12 Months 

  

Palestine

Region 
Party Prone to

 Tangible Losses 
West BankGaza Strip

12.292.42.3.The Victim

1..7.663.Not the Victim

100100100Total

3051

Table 30: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Type of Stolen Goods and Last  
Theft  Reported During  Previous 12 Months 

 

Crime Reporting

Total
Type of Stolen Goods 

ReportedNot Reported

6.33.432211Money, Jewelry 

.9324.33211Vehicle or Part of it 

..3.443.211Both 

33391131211Mobile 

..3.493.211Other** 

 ** Other include(theft of livestock, poultry, Furniture and work tools) 
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Table 31: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Type of Stolen Goods and       
Tangible Losses During Previous 12 Months 

Tangible Losses (Jordanian Dinar)
Total

Type of Stolen Goods 

62Up to.0-22 300-962 9.0-222 3000+ 

333..313.349.3..231211Money, Jewelry

3131363123.69303632211Vehicle or Part of it

030 030 443. ..3. 030 211Both 

9.33 943. 91 1 3.36 030 211Mobile 

 9. 3 903. 9.31 313. 3.32 211 Other** 

 ** Other include(theft of livestock, poultry, Furniture and work tools) 

32

51

Table 32: Percentage Distribution of Victimized Persons by Location of Last Criminal Theft 
Offense and Type of Stolen Goods During Previous 12 Months 

Stolen Goods

Total
Location of Crime

Money, 
Jewelry

Vehicle or Part of 
it

Both Mobile Other

41300300303632.434..36Inside  the House

.33.03149303.34.03.9.3.Nearby House

32303232.130.030903199 9
Other Place Inside 
Locality

.32923.030633.3933313.Outside Locality

211211211211211211Total

** Other include( theft of livestock, poultry, Furniture and work tools) 
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Table 33: Victimized Persons by Perpetrator of Last Theft and Type of Stolen Goods During 
Previous 12 Months 

 

 Type of Stolen Goods 

 
Total 

Perpetrator 
 

Money, 
Jewelry

 

 Vehicle or 
Part of it 

Both Mobile Other*

030 030 030 030 933 031 
Israeli Soldiers or 
Settlers 

.3. 030 913. 030 .3. .3. A Relative 

333. 3036 030 030 393. 23. 
From Same  Locality; 
Not Relative  

339 436 030 030 439 .31 Others Known 

1334 1.39 .33. 300 ..3. 1931 Others not Known 

211 211 211 211 211 211 Total 

 
 * Other include( theft of livestock, poultry, Furniture and work tools) 
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Note for Users 
 

 Data collection was conducted during October- December 2012. 

 During previous 12 months means a period 12 months that preceded data collection period 
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Introduction 
 

PCBS has endeavored, since the first days of its establishment, to fill the existing statistical 

gap in Palestine by compiling data in the social, economic, geographical and environmental 

areas in accordance with a specified priority schedule. The compilation of such data has been 

done, utilizing the most direct ways when possible, depending on the assumption that moral 

and official support is provided by the Palestinian legislative and executive bodies, and 

recommending the programs of the PCBS to the various bodies and donor countries as 

priorities in terms of the financial support.  
 

Available official statistics on the Palestinian society lack adequate data pertaining to 

victimization. This situation has prompted the PCBS to conduct a fifth household survey on 

this subject, making it possible to describe and assess certain aspects of victimization focusing 

on households victimized by criminal offenses in Palestine. 
 

Statistics on public order, victimization by accidents, Judicial system and crimes are normally 

based on administrative reports from the police and the courts. Such statistics also include 

data on the incarcerated persons, that is, "persons in prisons.” Only few countries compile 

such administrative data with household victimization surveys enumerating victims of 

violence or property crimes. In the Palestinian context, our assessment of the available 

statistics on victimization indicates the lack of reliable survey data in this area. 
 

This study is based on a household sample survey conducted during the period from 

01/10/2012 until 31/12/2012. It provides basic indicators on various aspects of victimization, 

including households victimized by criminal offenses, type of criminal offense, tangible 

losses of crimes, etc. A special questionnaire was designed in accordance with UN standards 

and recommendations in the field of victimization statistics while taking the Palestinian 

particularities into account. The questionnaire covers the following items: 

1.  Type of criminal offense 

2.  Crime location  

3.  Crime reporting   

4.  Perpetrator 
 

The main objective of this survey is to provide data on victimization situation in Palestine. By 

presenting the findings from the Palestinian Victimization Survey 2013, we hope to be useful 

in terms of providing reliable and useful statistics for Palestinian planners and decision-

makers.   
 

This report contains three chapters where the first chapter includes, the main findings of the  

survey, the second one discusses the methodology and data quality. The third chapter reviews 

the concepts and definitions which was used in the measurement of indicators included in the 

questionnaire. 
 

We would  hope, at the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics that this survey would provide 

a background information to assist decision makers in formulating, monitoring and evaluation 

policies related to Victim in Palestinian society, and to enable policy makers to analyze and 

evaluate information so that they could follow up  and evaluating programmes and policies 

designed to combat violence. 

 

   March, 2013                                                                                              Ola Awad 

                                                                                                           President of PCBS 
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Chapter One 

 

Main Findings 
 

1.1 Victims of Criminal Offenses at the Households Level 

Data reveal that 9.6% of Palestinian households in Palestine had been subjected to a criminal 

offenses: (7.1%) of West Bank households were victimized and (13.4%) in Gaza Strip. 

 

The percentage of households in Palestine exposed to theft (excluding vehicles theft) was 

3.2%, theft of a vehicle or part of it was 1.1%, property damage was 5.1%, threat was 5.1%; 

and assault was 5.0%. 

 

In general data revealed that the percentage of households victimized by criminal offenses in 

Gaza Strip is higher than that in the West Bank, while for households victimized by theft of    

a vehicle or part of it): (4.4%) in the West Bank and (3.8%) in Gaza Strip, while  robbery and 

attempted theft: (0.9%) in the West Bank and (0.3%) in Gaza Strip. 

 

The results showed that 4.4% of households in Palestine had been exposed to Harassment and 

Assault by Israeli soldiers or settlers, compared to 2.4% in 2008. 
  

1.2 Victims of Criminal Offenses at the Individual Level  

 

1.2.1 Type of Criminal Offense 

Criminal offense against individuals in Palestine distributed by type of crime were as follows:  

10.3% theft; (43.5%) in the West Bank and (32.0%) in Gaza  Strip; threat\ assault occurred to 

10.6%; (16.5%) in the West Bank and (4.6%) in Gaza Strip, exposed to property damage 

3.0%; (4.2%) in the West Bank and (1.9%) in Gaza Strip, and 42.2% Harassment or Assault 

by Israeli soldiers or settlers; (24.8%) in the West Bank and 59.7%) in Gaza Strip. 

 
Percentage Distribution of Victims in Palestine  by Last Criminal Offense during 

Previous12 Months 
 

 
 

 

  

Theft 
Attempt 

4.1% 

Theft 
37.8% 

Property Damage 
3.0% 

Threat 
4.4% 

Assault 
6.2% 

Israeli Soldiers or 
Settlers Harassment 

or Assaults 
42.2% 

Other Crimes 
2.3% 
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1.2.2 Crime Location 

In Palestine 49.3% of criminal offenses took place inside the house, 19.0% nearby the house, 

17.2% took place in another area inside locality, and 14.5% outside the locality.  Criminal 

offenses occurring inside the house were higher in Gaza Strip (71.2%) than in the West Bank 

(27.7%), and criminal offenses that took place outside the locality were lower in Gaza Strip 

(4.5%) compared with the West Bank (24.3%). 
 

Percentage Distribution of Victims Location of Crime and Type of Locality during 
Previous 12 Months 

 

 

 
1.2.3 Crime Reporting 

Criminal offenses in Palestine were reported by 43.4% of victims; (49.2%) in the West Bank 

and (32.8%) in Gaza Strip. The data showed that 38.9% of crimes reported resulted in legal 

proceedings. 
 

Percentage of Victims of Crime by Reporting and Region during Previous 12 Months  

 
 

 

 

  

50.6 

19.6 17.9 

11.9 

36.1 

15.7 
17.1 

31.1 

60.3 

18.5 

11.3 9.9 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

Inside the house Nearby House  Elsewhere Inside Locality Outside Locality 

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

g
e

 

Location of Crime 

Urban Rural Camp 

  
  

49.2 

32.8 

43.4 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

West Bank Gaza Strip Palestine 

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

g
e

 

Region 



PCBS: Victimization Survey- 2012 Main Findings 

]30[ 

 

1.2.4 Perpetrator of Offenses 

The results showed that 42.8% of criminal offenses against individuals in Palestine were 

committed by Israeli Soldiers or Settlers, (26.0%) in the West Bank and (59.7%) in Gaza 

Strip. Around 4.8% of these criminal offenses were committed by family  relatives, (8.2%) in 

the West Bank and (1.3%) in Gaza Strip. 

 

Percentage Distribution of Victims by Perpetrator of Criminal Offense and Region 
during Previous 12 Months  

 

 
 

1.2.5 Criminal Offenses Causing Physical Harm and Tangible Losses 

The percentage of criminal offenses causing physical harm in Palestine was 5.5%, in West 

Bank (7.6%) compared to Gaza Strip (3.3%). 

 
Percentage of Victimized Individuals by Region and result of Criminal Offense during 

Previous12 Months 
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The results show that 19.9% of criminal offenses against Individuals in Palestine caused 

tangible losses of more than 1000 Jordanian Dinars, distributed as 28.7% in the West Bank 

and 14.2% in Gaza Strip. In about 94.4% of criminal offenses against Individuals in Palestine, 

the victim was subjected to tangible losses. 

 
Percentage Distribution of Victims Persons by Party Subjected to Tangible Losses as 

Result of Criminal Offense During Previous12 Months 
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Chapter Two 

 

Methodology and Data Quality 

 
 

The methodology of the survey was designed taking into account Palestinian conditions, 

international standards, data processing requirements and the comparability of outputs with 

other related surveys conducted in Palestine during 2012. 

 

2.1 Objectives of the Survey 

The main objective of this survey is to provide data on victimization situation in Palestine. By 

presenting the findings from the Palestinian Victimization Survey 2012, we hope to be useful 

in terms of providing reliable and useful statistics for Palestinian planners and decision-

makers.   
 

2.2 Methodology  

2.2.1 Training Fieldworkers  

Fieldworkers were trained on basic skills before the start of data collection. The interviewers 

were trained on the Victimization Survey by implementing the training course in Ramallah for 

the West Bank trainees, and for Gaza Strip trainees by video conference. Instructions for 

filling the questionnaire were made available for the interviewers.  The training provided the 

participant with aims and definitions of the different indicators and expressions of the survey 

and how to fill in the questionnaire.   

 

2.2.2 Data Collection  

Field work started on 01/10/2012 and lasted until 31/12/2012. Field work teams were 

distributed to all districts proportional to the sample size of each governorate. The field work 

team consisted of 24 members including one field work coordinator, 4 supervisors, 4 editors 

and 15 interviewers.    

 

2.3 The Sample  

2.3.1 Target Population  

It consists of all Palestinian households who are staying normally in the state of Palestine 

during 2032, focuses specifically on household and individuals who were victims of criminal 

acts during the 12 months preceding the survey. 

 

2.3.2 Sampling Frame  

The sampling frame consists of master sample which updated in 2011, each enumeration area 

consists of buildings and housing units with average of about 124 households in it. These 

master sample consists of 596 enumeration areas, we  used 498 enumeration areas as a 

framework for the labor force survey sample in 2012, and these units have been used as 

primary sampling units (PSUs). 

 

Sample size 

The estimated sample size for is 7,704 households. 

 

2.3.3 Sampling Design  

The sample of this survey is the same sample of Labour Force Survey (LFS) which 

implemented periodically every quarter by PCBS since 1995, so this survey implement every 
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quarter in the year (distributed over 13 weeks) , the survey attached with the LFS  in the 

fourth quarter of 2012. 

 

The sample is two stage stratified cluster sample with two stages, first stage we select a 

systematic random sample of  498 enumeration areas for the whole round , then in the second 

stage we select a random area sample of average 16 households from each enumeration area 

selected in the first stage. 

 

Sample strata: 

The population was divided by: 

1- Governorate (17 governorate) 

2- Type of Locality (urban, rural, refugee camps) 

 

Publication Levels: 

Region: (West Bank and Gaza Strip). 

Locality Type: (urban, rural, refugee camps). 

 

2.4 Weights Calculation of households 

The weight of statistical units (sampling unit) in the sample is defined as the mathematical 

inverse of the selection probability where the sample of the survey is two stage stratified 

cluster sample, so In the first stage,  we calculate the weight of enumeration areas which  

depending on  the probability of each enumeration area(a systematic random sample), then In 

the second stage we calculate weight of households in each enumeration area, Initial 

households weights resulted from product of weight of first stage and weight of second stage, 

final households weights obtained after adjustment of initial weights with the households 

estimates mid 2012 on the level of design strata (governorate, locality type ).    

 

Weights for (ROSTER) file computed by following : 

1- adding the household weights (wh) for each person household which know as the 

primary weight of person. 

2- adjust the primary persons weights to be combatable with the population persons size 

at the middle of December month of 2012 by these adjusted levels ( region (West 

Bank ,Gaza Strip) gender: ( male, female), five-year age group . 
. 

3- finally we obtain the final person weight in each adjusted level which the person 

belong to. 

4- weights for (victims) file computed by merging the final person weight from roster file  

 

2.5 Data Processing  

The data processing stage consisted of the following operations:  

1. Editing and coding before data entry: All questionnaires were edited and coded in the     

office using the same instructions adopted for editing in the field.    

2. Data entry: At this stage, data was entered into the computer using a data entry template 

designed in Access. The data entry program was prepared to satisfy a number of 

requirements such as:   

 Duplication of the questionnaires on the computer screen.  

 Logical and consistency check of data entered.  

 Possibility for internal editing of question answers.  

 Maintaining a minimum of digital data entry and fieldwork errors.  

 User friendly handling.  
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 Possibility of transferring data into another format to be used and analyzed using other 

statistical analytic systems such as SPSS.   

 

 

There are different methods to evaluate data according to subjects, and they include: 

  Frequency of missing values and responses like “other” or “do not know” and 

examining data consistency between the different sections. 

  Comparing survey results with other sources; and also, with results of 

Victimization Survey 1996, 1999, 2004, 2008 all utilized quality checks revealed 

that data of this survey is of a high quality. 

 

2.6 Data Quality 

Concept of data quality covers many aspects, starting from the initial planning of the survey 

to the dissemination of the results and how well users understand and use the data. There are 

seven dimensions of the statistical quality: relevance, accuracy, timeliness, accessibility, 

comparability, coherence, and completeness. 

 

2.7 Data Accuracy 

2.7.1 Sampling Errors 

Data of this survey affected by sampling errors due to use of the sample and not a complete 

enumeration. Therefore, certain differences are expected in comparison with the real values 

obtained through censuses. Variance were calculated for the most important indicators, the 

variance table is attached with the final report. There is no problem to disseminate results at 

the national level and regional level (West Bank, Gaza Strip).   

 

Summary for variance calculation for main indictors 
 

 
Indicator 

 
 

 
Estimate 

 
 

 
Standard 

Error 
 
 

 
C.V%*  

 
 

 
95% confidence 

Interval 
 

 
Lower 

 
Upper 

Percentage of Individuals victims who 

exposed to theft / attempt robbery and theft 

in the West Bank in 2012 
 

15.3 1.3 0.1 11.1% 58.2%

Percentage of Individuals victims who 

exposed to theft / attempt robbery and theft 

in Gaza Strip in 2012 
 

11 1.3 30.1 01.1 13.1

Percentage of Individuals victims who 

exposed to criminal offenses inside the house 

in the West Bank in 2012 
 

00.1 0.1 35.1 00.1 11.1

Percentage of Individuals victims who 

exposed to criminal offenses inside the house 

in Gaza Strip in 2012 

 
 

03.3 1.1 1.1 11.1 00.1

*C.V: coefficient of variation 

 

 

2.7.2 Non-Sampling  Errors 

Non-sampling errors are probable in all stages of the project, during data collection or 

processing. This is referred to as non-response errors, response errors, interviewing        

errors, and data entry errors.  To avoid errors and reduce their effects, great efforts were made 

to train the fieldworkers intensively.  They were trained in how to carry out the interview, 
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what to discuss and what to avoid, and practical and theoretical training during the        

training course. 

 

Also data entry staff was trained on the entry program that was examined before starting the 

data entry process.  Continuous contacts with the fieldwork team were maintained through 

regular visits to the field and regular meetings during the different field visits.  Problems 

faced by fieldworkers were discussed to clarify issues and provide relevant instructions. 

 

The implementation of the survey encountered non-response where the case (household was 

not present at home) during the fieldwork visit become the high percentage of the non 

response cases. The total non-response rate reached 8.6% which is very low once compared to 

the household surveys conducted by PCBS , the refusal rate reached 2.2% which is relatively 

low percentage  compared to the household surveys conducted by PCBS, and the reason is the 

short questionnaire and the experience of field workers . 

 

2.8 Response Rates 

The survey sample consists of about 7,704 households of which 6,665 households completed 

the interview; whereas 4,360 households from the West Bank and 2,305 households in Gaza 

Strip.  Weights were modified to account for non-response rate. The response rate in the West 

Bank reached 89.9 % while in the Gaza Strip it reached 94.5%. 

 

 

Interview result 

No. of cases result 

6,665 Household completed 

92 Traveling households 

46 Unit does not exist 

273 No one at home 

168 Refused to cooperate 

364 Vacant Housing unit 

32 No available information 

32 Other 

7,707 Total sample size 

 

 

Response and non-response formulas: 

 

Percentage of over coverage errors = Total cases of over coverage            x 100% 

                                                             Number of cases in original sample  

= 5.3% 

Non response rate =    Total cases of non response x 100% 

                                         Net Sample size 

                                   = 8.6% 

 

Net sample = Original sample – cases of over coverage 

Response rate = 100%  -  non-response rate 

                              = 91.4% 
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Treatment of non-response cases using weight adjustment  



 


rg

ng co

wi

wiwi
fg

.

 

Where 

wi : the primary weight before adjustment for the household i 

g: adjustment group by ( governorate, locality type ). 

fg: weight adjustment factor for the group g. 

          ng
wi  :   Total weights in group g         

   cases      cgo
wi

.
 :  Total weights of over coverage 

    :    Total weights of response cases  rg
wi       

 

We calculate fg  for each group ,and final we obtain the final household weight ( iw' ) by using 

the following formula: 
fgiwiiw *'   

 

 

2.9 Technical Notes 

The sources of these errors can be summarized in:  

 Not able to complete the data in some questionnaires due to the non-response cases such as: 

the households were not in their houses and there are some households the interviewers 

couldn’t meet them because they refused.  

 Some of the households did not show attention toward the questionnaire.   

 Some errors occurred due to the way the questions were asked by interviewers.  

 Misunderstanding of the questions by the respondents.  

 Answering the questions related to consumption by estimations.  
 

 

 

 

.   
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Chapter Three 

 

Concepts and Definitions 
 

Assault:  

Refers to physical attack against persons, but excludes indecent assault. Some criminal or 

penal codes distinguish between aggravated and simple assault depending on the degree of 

resulting injuries. 
  

Crime:  
Any act involving violation of laws or public rights duties towards the state or society in 

general. 
  

Crime Location:  

The place where the crime took place. 
  

Household:  

One or a group of persons living together who make common provisions for food or other 

essentials for living.  Households members may be related, unrelated or a combination of 

both. 
  

Perpetrator of crime:  
The person violating effective laws by undertaking criminal events against other persons or 

their properties. 
  

Physical Harm:  

All losses a person may suffer during the crime that took place in the last 12 months, which 

resulted in wounds, murder, malformation or disability. 
  

Properties:  
All movable and fixed assets belonging to the individuals (household members) regardless of 

whether they are inside or outside the house. 

  

Robbery:  

Illegally breaking into the property of somebody with the intention to    commit a crime.  

  

Theft:   
Refers to the removal of property without the property owner’s consent. Theft excludes 

burglary and house breaking; it includes the theft of a motor vehicle, shoplifting and other 

minor offenses, e.g. pilfering and petty theft may or may not be included as thefts.  

  

Victim:  
The person affected by an offense or loss or prey to catastrophic, criminal or brutal events. 

Any person who was offended and whose properties were partially or totally affected by a 

criminal act or incident is classified as a victim. 

 

Harassment: 

Is a provocation to a person, or is all that inflame the feelings of another person and raise his 

temper and pushed him to violence, and there are two types of provocation, a provocation 

mastermind who gives the recipe for this premeditated act, and provocation is a mastermind 

who lose prescription manslaughter 




