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Preface

The political and economic blockade in 2006 against the Palestinian government constituted a major challenge
for PCBS operations. A number of donors failed to fulfill their commitments. As a result the professional
relations between PCBS, donors, and international stakeholders were disrupted. PCBS was forced to make
substantial adjustments in the management of donor aid; and review some of our strategies for long term
funding. The open strike of government sector employees, due to unpaid salaries, exacerbated the crisis.
Hence, we defined a central objective in managing the crisis: to safeguard the institution, its legacy, and its
achievements under the following slogan «PCBS is first to rise and will be last to fall.»

We had long debates and made joint efforts with PCBS’ Core Funding Group who played a vital role in
convincing their capitals to continue support to PCBS despite the difficult conditions. This debate culminated
in mutual understanding and produced a document on minimum professional relationship and essential aid for
PCBS to be sustained through the crisis. Therefore, contributions continued steadily and there was acceptable
professional, administrative, and leadership progress in the institution. Surveys were conducted, statistical
reports were published and disseminated, and work on implementing PCBS' staff training and capacity building
were continued. We were also able to carry out a number of other activities such as the users-producers
workshops, governorates’ workshops, participation in regional and international activities, and provisions of
consultant services to a number of Arab bureaus of statistics as well as regional contributions.

Since the Population, Housing, and Establishment Census is the culmination of the statistical function in any
country, PCBS adhered to the UN recommendations of conducting such a census every ten years. Thus we
are faced with a national obligation to conduct the second Population, Housing, and Establishment Census
2007. The census has been given high priority in PCBS programs in 2006 and 2007. We managed to carry out
all of the activities of 2006 and the preparatory plan of the 2007 census. The work on the census continued
undeterred by the exceptional circumstances, which allowed us to complete the year according to the census
plan.

During the year, we were able to conduct 41 different surveys, and issued 130 reports and statistical bulletins,
held 30 workshops and attended 113 regional and international training courses and activities.

We hope that we have contributed toward the strengthening of one of our national pioneering institutions
through our commitment to continue with our work during 2006 despite the difficult working conditions. We
hope that 2007 will be a year of giving, and of production, and will be crowned by conducting the Population,
Housing, and Establishment Census of 2007, which will be an important reference for sound planning for all

Palestinian institutions.

Luay Shabaneh
December 2006 President of PCBS
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Executive Summary

During the different phases of preparation of the 2006 work plan, which started in the first quarter of 2005, PCBS
consulted with key users through holding workshops, symposia, bilateral meetings, and multi-party meetings.
The inputs and priorities of the PCBS 2006 plan were based on the 2001-2010 master plan and PCBS mid-term
plan of 2006-2008. Among PCBS priorities last year were to promote work institutionalization, strengthen the
principles of participatory management, develop professional performance, empower the work environment
and professional relations, and empower statistical capacities. The priorities also included adherence to
the annual plan under the conditions in the Palestinian Territory and empowerment of administrative and
technical capacities through job rotation within the institution.

The role of the support councils continued during 2006. The Advisory Council for Official Statistics continued
to play its role in empowering the use of official statistics and defining the priorities of the statistical system.
PCBS Council and directorate councils also played their roles, which had strategic effect on the development
of the institution’s performance at different levels. As reference commission of PCBS, the PCBS Council set
up the policies and general directions and approved plans, thus promoting the trend of widening the decision-
making circle at PCBS and strengthening the principle of participatory management.

Supporting the steadfastness of PCBS staff was a priority in 2006. PCBS sought, through a number of
administrative and financial procedures, to ensure staff commitment and ability to arrive to the workplace at
PCBS. The procedures also included flexible attendance and working at home as well as other measures that
enabled PCBS to complete its 2006 program and adhere to the statistical program and signed agreements
with donors in light of the crisis of the Palestinian Territory.

Moreover, PCBS gave special attention to developing and empowering relations with key stakeholders and
users. The aim was to stimulate the role of statistics as a foundation for planning, policy-making, research,
scientific studies, boosting the efficiency of the statistical system in Palestine, and improving the service and
product delivery of PCBS.

PCBS managed to achieve the necessary legislative framework to conduct a census through the cabinet's
issuing of the required decisions, which were in line with international recommendations and the General
StatisticsLaw oncensuses. PCBS also carried outthe technical preparations including formation of committees
and internal work teams to prepare for the census. The census document was prepared in cooperation with
UNFPA, and PCBS held a number of meetings with potential donors for the purpose of raising funds for the

census.

PCBS cooperated with a number of ministries to set up a system that links the administrative services and
the population register in order to improve vital statistics. A national committee was formed for this purpose
and the cabinet issued a decision to link administrative services and the population register. Work is now
underway, in cooperation with relevant institutions, to prepare the necessary procedures to implement the

decision.
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PCBS was able to conduct 41 field surveys during 2006. It also published 130 publications including statistical
reports, press releases, handouts and board bulletins. PCBS also compiled data of 18 surveys to meet public
requests (Micro-Data) for statistical data for different needs.

Additional efforts were made through the year towards empowering relations with scientific research centers,
local universities, ministries, and international organizations. Consequently, 8 surveys were conducted on
behalf of a number of government entities and international organizations.

PCBS made all possible efforts during 2006 to adhere to the statistical calendar, which was implemented
for the first time in 2006, in order to be in line with national needs, international recommendations, and the
recommendations of the statistical committee of the United Nations.

PCBS publications of 2006 were characterized by comprehensiveness, diversity, and specialization as well
as emphasizing timely dissemination of data using proactive dissemination. Such efforts were among PCBS’
efforts to meet users’ needs and encourage the use of the official statistical figure in planning and development
processes.

Additionally, PCBS held a number of workshops and symposia on the national level, in an effort to empower
statistical capacities and the capacities of the ministries, government institutions, scientific research centers,
and universities.




Introduction

PCBS has since its establishment in 1993 sought to build a strong statistical base in accordance with
internationally effective classifications. The only source of statistical data prior to the Palestinian Authority
was the civil administration (i.e., the occupation authority), which did not reflect the Palestinian reality under
occupation as it was. Therefore, the late President Yasser Arafat gave high priority to establishing a central
statistics department. In March 1993, the Palestine Liberation Organization issued a decision to establish
such department. The department was then made into the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics upon
Presidential Decree on May 4, 1999.

The same work spirit continued to infuse operations initiated by the department. Moreover, the work spirit
reached a scale that encompassed the entire Palestinian people wherever they were in order to meet the
requirements of the decision-makers in setting up progress and development plans.

PCBS aspires to promote and develop the mechanisms of compiling and producing data from their different
sources, and also the dissemination of such data after being processed. Data is provided to policy-makers
and development planners to assist them in taking decisions and taking appropriate steps in different areas

and aspects of Palestinian economic, social, and environmental life.

PCBS also seeks to document, on a continuous basis, its relations and consultations with all data users in
order to prepare various annual, medium, and long term plans regarding official Palestinian statistics. The
three-year plan for 2006-2008 was set up through direct consultation with the users in order to define the

basic activities and their necessary outputs.

These accomplishments would have never been possible without the determination of PCBS staff that proved
and affirmed their belonging to the homeland and diligence to provide the decision-makers and development
planners with their requirements for statistical indicators.

This report contains the most significant achievements of PCBS in 2006 in various areas including the provision
of official statistics, work institutionalization, strengthening the principles of participatory management,
development of professional performance, empowerment of the work environment, and empowerment of

statistical capacities on the national level.

ANr







Chapter One




A= 11NnAdaN 1 1Mniiins E




Chapter One: Strategic Planning and Work Policies

The work of PCBS is based on a long-term master plan, a mid-term plan, annual plans, and detailed plans for
every activity. The planning process takes into consideration the national priorities and users’ needs as well
as the requirements of the continuity of the statistical system.

The planning process follows work strategies that have been developed to fit the Palestinian situation. The
work strategies also take into consideration international recommendations and best practices of managing
official statistics and their utilization; the planning process is also important to assist PCBS in resource
mobilizing to implement its plans and to promote cooperation with the donors.

PCBS Work Plan for 2006-2008

PCBS work plan for 2006 came about from the PCBS mid-term plan, which contained the key activities for
PCBS for 2006-2008 and the ministerial development plan of the same period. The plan encompasses the most
important statistical and non-statistical activities which are expected to be implemented during the period of
the plan. The plan details in brief the titles of the key activities, whether statistical, service, or infrastructure.
The framework of the expected outputs of such activities is also defined. The plan also defines every single
activity, and measurement indicators and internal and external factors that may affect the activity, and the
estimated budget for each.

The 2006-2008 plan was prepared through participatory planning by conducting a number of interactive
planning sessions for each program.

Consultations were held with the key users throughout the various stages of preparing the plan, in line with
PCBS policy. The consultations aimed at assisting the determination of the priorities of the statistical system
during 2006-2008. The consultations had positive impact on determining the priorities and users’ needs of
statistical data during 2006-2008.

Annual Plan for 2006

The annual planning process is carried out in accordance with standard work procedures compiled in a
special manual prepared by PCBS. The manual is the result of accumulated experience, the particularity of
PCBS work, and draws on international recommendations and experiences. The manual defines a group of
requirements and allocation of tasks for preparing the plan for the relevant parties. There is interdependence
among the various statistical programs as well as the need for such programs for support services such as
data compilation, IT services, and other administrative services. Central coordination was implemented in

order to ensure consistency and integrity of the different activities.
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The preparation for the 2006 plan started in the first quarter of 2005. The preparation was in consultation with
the key users through holding workshops, symposia, bilateral meetings, and multi-party meetings. The 2006
plan preparation cycle includes key activities, most importantly:

01. Assessing adherence to the 2005 plan on the level of individual activities and lessons learned from the
experience.

02. Defining general directions of the 2006 plan by senior management taking into consideration the priorities
of the statistical systems.

03. Developing directions by specialized statisticians on the level of each statistical program based on the
general directions approved by senior management for 2005.

04. Preparing the 2006 plan on the level of individual programs including completing a group of models of
basic activities, expected outputs, material human resource needs, and the need for other requirements
such as statistical maps, samples, training, technical assistance, and others.

05. Preparing the required budget to implement each activity.

06. PCBS 2006 plan was approved in November 2005. PCBS issued a special document titled, “The Statistical
Program Plan of 2006.” PCBS stakeholders and key users received copies of the document.

07. A statistical calendar was prepared to include the key outputs of the 2006 plan. The calendar was distributed
regarding statistical work to all relevant parties. The calendar was posted on the PCBS webpage.

08. Carrying out a number of workshops with key users to view the PCBS work plan of 2006 during the last
quarter of 2005.

Second Population, Housing, and Establishment Census - 2007

The census is one of the main pillars of the official statistics system in any country. Basically, the census
aims at providing comprehensive statistical data about population distribution and their demographic, social,
and economic characteristics. They also aim to provide data on buildings and housing conditions as well as
statistical data on economic establishments and their different activities within the state so that they can be
used for planning, economic, and social development.

The population, housing, and establishment census, which is planned to be conducted in 2007, will be the
second census since PCBS establishment. Conducting such a census will allow obtaining data time series
for assisting in preparing housing projections, upgrading the sampling frameworks and calculating reliable
indicators, which will assist in the process of economic and social planning.

Practical preparations for conducting the census started in the second quarter of 2005. The following activities

and tasks were accomplished by the end of 2006:

* Issuing of cabinet decisions on conducting the 2007 census and forming the census implementation
supervisory committees; such decisions constitute the legal basis for carrying out the census.

* Forming the technical work teams, which began working at the beginning of 2006.

* Preparing the census project document in cooperation with UNFPA.

* Preparing the census implementation work plan.

* Preparing the gross census budget and distributing it over the three years covering 2006-2008. The census
cost is estimated at approximately $8.6 million including PA contribution of approximately $1.8 million.

14




« Starting intensive negotiations with the public and private sectors institutions to review the census contents
that meet national needs, international recommendations, and the discussions in international and regional
arenas on census contents.

* Preparing the initial drafts of the questionnaires, models, instructions, and definitions. Also, preparing detailed
plans for the entire phases and activities of the census; preparing the administrative and financial systems
and media campaigns; documentation systems, maps upgrading mechanisms, and defining material and
human resources requirements.

* Finishing the implementation of the first preparatory phase of the census; the phase of examining the
questionnaire.

 Preparing for the census pilot, which was implemented in the fourth quarter of 2006.

PCBS Work Strategies

PCBS work strategies, which were prepared in accordance with the national needs, and drawing from
international experience and recommendations, and the recommendations of the United Nations as well
as the best practices in different areas, were among the key inputs to be relied on through the process of
preparing PCBS work plan of 2006. The strategies define the general objectives and directions of PCBS in all
areas as well as the mechanisms and requirements of implementation, and the relation between the strategy
and the different plans of PCBS. The strategies are the outcome of specific recommendations of the Master
Plan 2001-2010, which includes:

* The strategy of central administrative records, which determines the directions for PCBS pertaining to
developing such records so that they would be the main source of statistical data. This also includes the
legislative requirements of the strategy, quality development, training, and upgrading skills of the producers
of data.

* The strategy of conducting the Population, Housing, and Establishment census 2007, which determines
PCBS directions pertaining to the mechanisms for conducting the census, its different usages, the legislative
requirements, negotiations, and ensuring financial and political support.

* The strategy of data dissemination and PCBS directions with respect to meeting the requirements of the
users and promoting statistics as public goods.

The different directions that are specified in the strategies are detailed in working policies that contain
practical suggestions and work plans to achieve the objectives. The policies include:

* The policy of developing the administrative and financial system and planning.
» The policy of developing human resources.

Talala

» The policy of dissemination and circulation of data.
» The policy of discussion, participation, and coordination with the users and producers of statistical data.
* The policy of data compilation.

» The policy of providing permanent funding and rationalization of expenditure.




Inputs to the PCBS work plan of 2006:

Master Plan 2001-2010
PCBS work plan 2006-2008
2005 work plan (lessons learned)
General directions and national priorities
PCBS work strategies in the different areas
General Statistics Law number 4 of 2000

Users-Producers Dialogue
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Chapter Two: Crisis Management

The Israeli and international community decisions to boycott the Palestinian new government since the
beginning of 2006 created a great challenge to PCBS since the major donors retracted their promises to
continue supporting the Statistical Program for 2005. Moreover, the problem was more complicated since the
year 2006 represented the beginning of a new phase of support covering 2006-2008; this put PCBS in a critical
financial situation since no signed funding agreements were in hand. Furthermore, this financial situation
coincided with the comprehensive strike of the employees of the ministries and government institutions,
representing the main sources of statistical data; nor was PCBS in isolation from the rest of the government
institutions. It faced the same conditions of non-payment of salary, and its staff joined the strike, which put
the Palestinian statistical program of 2006 in jeopardy.

PCBS sought out certain mechanisms and strategies to mitigate the influences of the crisis by carrying out
substantial changes in its methods of dealing with the donor parties with regard to international aid, and in
reviewing long term funding strategies.

PCBS Council analyzed the effects of the crisis in order to manage it. A number of scenarios were formulated
according to the type of effect and how to deal with each one separately. The crisis axes were determined as

follows:

01. Within PCBS including the employees and the statistical program.
02. Relations with national institutions (governmental and non-governmental).

03. Relations with donors.

Propositions were produced to deal with each axis according to the following mechanisms:

At PCBS:

01. Reviewing the Statistical Program of 2006 through specifying the priorities and assuring the necessity
of implementing the main activities, which represent the backbone of the program, as scheduled through
certain agreed upon mechanisms with the staff.

02. Allowing staff who wished to do fieldwork or data entry instead of their actual work at PCBS during office
hours in return for a lump sum.

03. Activating the role of PCBS social committees to assist employees with regard to the work mechanisms of
these committees, which depend basically on personal cooperation among the employees.

04. Urging staff to use their annual vacations in order to reduce transportation costs [resulting from traveling
to work].

05. Taking a number of steps to reduce PCBS expenses including regulating the printing of statistical
reports, reducing the limit of cell phone usage by directors general, and regulating the expenses of PCBS
vehicles.
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During the strike the following procedures have been taken:

01. Allowing staff to take personal decisions freely with respect to the strike.

02. Staff living outside Ramallah and al-Bireh governorate, if they were not taking part in the strike, were asked
to work at home, especially those whose work nature allowed them to carry out tasks at home, in order to
mitigate their financial burden. This step was in accordance with the work program and clear tasks.

03. Proposing different scenarios to the staff who wished to express themselves through the strike to provide
whatever they could while on strike.

At the national level:

01. Affirm the right of employees of ministries to go on strike and also the consequences resulting from
such a strike in impeding collection of data from administrative records at the ministries and government
institutions.

02. Continue communications with the ministries and institutions which had working employees in order to
obtain data. PCBS also mandated staff to work at the Ministry of Finance to obtain foreign trade data.

03. Continue business as usual with NGOs by inviting them to PCBS activities or attending their activities
such as workshops, conferences, and symposia.

04. Continue to provide data to the public according to the tradition of users’ services system.

Donors and the International Community:
The effects of the siege and boycott of the Palestinian government were on four levels, including:

01. Arab states: There were no problems with the statistical relations; the communications and exchange of
experience went on as usual.

02. UN organizations: There were no problems with respect to dealing with the UN organizations since the
UN did not decide to boycott the Palestinian government. Hence, communications continued as well as
bilateral cooperation and provision of funding since some of the organizations such as UNFPA, UNICEF,
UNESCO, and ESCWA had allocated funds for statistical activities. However, there was a problem with the
termination of the World Bank funding.

03. Donor countries and their organizations: This group constituted a real problem in the beginning of the
crisis since they were key funding sources of PCBS. The donor countries and their organizations ended
relations with PCBS and ended their funding of PCBS, which was being discussed for the period of 2006-
2008. Consequently, the statistical program was in a critical situation especially that the crisis began at the
beginning of the year. Communications with key donors were intensified in order to deal with the situation.
Intensive meetings were held with such donors to explain the seriousness of their standpoints towards the
statistical program and the size of the negative effects on PCBS, which was established by donors’ support
in the first place. Also, the meetings discussed the results of failure to provide accurate official statistics, of
terminating the monitoring of the social, economic, and health impact on the Palestinian society, especially
the vulnerable groups (women and children) and of destroying the time series of data, which took years to
be built, as well as other negative effects. In any case, the intensive communications with the donors took
into consideration the international statistical traditions that stipulate that national statistical institutions
are totally independent of the political regime in power in any state since statistical institutions are state
institutions not government institutions subjected to the political systems of the state.
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04. International programs: Palestine membership in the Euro-Mediterranean Statistical Cooperation Program
(MEDSTAT 2) was suspended due to the political situation; however, the suspension was cancelled after
negotiations and explanations in the last quarter of 2006.

The sensible dialogue with the donors led to signing agreements with a number of them to continue funding
the Palestinian statistical program since such funding was continuation of the previous funding, not new
bilateral agreements. The Ministry of Finance was informed of all agreed funding in order to ensure that our
work was official and institutional and not bypassing the government.

Available funding, which was the minimum required to finance the key activities of the statistical program,
allowed launching the implementation of the basic statistical activities including field surveys and publishing
statistical reports on time. This allowed PCBS to continue its mission in the most difficult of times.

All of the procedures that were taken had major impact on the continuation of PCBS operations and timely
adherence to the annual plan of the statistical activities and outputs as specified by the statistical calendar.
It also provided the government and the President>s Office with monthly statistical summaries. PCBS was
also capable of adding new activities to its statistical program. Most prominent of such activities was the
Household Health survey, which was conducted in cooperation with the Arab League.
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Chapter Tree: Institutional Building and Professional Framework

First: Supporting Framework

The Advisory Council for Official Statistics

The Advisory Council for Official Statistics is a national advisory commission of the public sector, NGOs sector,
private sector, and academics. The Council includes qualified people who are capable of providing advice to
the President of the Palestinian National Authority and the Prime Minister with respect to national priorities,
which require provision of statistics. The Council was formed upon the cabinet decision on November 1, 2004.
The council carries out the following tasks, according to the decision of its establishment:

01. Review the annual plans of PCBS.

02. Assess the function and performance of the official statistics system.

03. Provide suggestions and consultations to the President of the PNA with respect to issues concerning
official statistics development.

04. Assist in finding appropriate circumstances to develop and strengthen coordination between data
producers in order to improve the quality of the official statistics and their timely publication.

05. Periodic revision of the extent of confidentiality and privacy of data and those targeted by research.

06. Periodic revision of the policies of dissemination and circulation of statistics and allowing and providing

micro-data for users.

The Council held an official meeting in 2006 that discussed a number of topics, including most importantly:

* The Council's 2006 budget.

* Preparing and adopting rotation in Council>s membership.

* Holding a national statistics conference. The Council supported the idea and recommended forming a
steering committee to assist PCBS in preparing for such a conference.

* The plan of the national strategy for official statistics.

» Assessing flow of data from ministries in light of the cabinet decision on urging ministries to provide PCBS
with statistical data.

PCBS Council

PCBS council is formulated at the beginning of each year. Ilts membership includes directors general and
other members who are selected in order to empower debates at the council. The council operates as the
reference commission of setting up policies and general directions and approving plans thus empowering the
widening of the circle of decision-making at PCBS and empowering participatory management. The council

ANr

held ten meetings that discussed policy issues related to PCBS operation.

Second: Empowering Internal Structure
One of the key bearings of PCBS in 2006 was to empower and strengthen the internal structure through
empowering work principles and practices that arrive to the level of the role of PCBS. Much was done in
this area especially with respect to empowering the principle of participatory management by formulating
supporting councils of specific responsibilities.




Participatory Management

The directorates’ councils were rearranged in the beginning of 2006. Such councils operated in accordance
with a special system. They carried out many tasks including studying, assessing, and developing statistical
projects and programs of the directorates. They also followed up on directorates’ affairs and set up their
development plans. They discussed and approved plans and budgets and monitored spending on the
directorates’ projects. They determined the training needs of the directorates and approved candidates to
training courses. They decided on vacant posts and the requirements of each vacant post. Finally, they
submitted recommendations to PCBS on canceling, creating, or amending statistical programs.

The end of year reports of the directorates’ councils showed the size of contribution and the positive role of

these councils in empowering the role of each directorate in empowering the internal structure.

PCBS continued to activate the strategic role of its Council in 2006 in developing the performance of the
institution on all levels. The PCBS Council operated as the reference commission on setting up policies,
general directions, and approving different plans; thus empowering the direction towards enlarging the
decision-making circle at PCBS and strengthening the principle of participatory management.

Third: Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics

PCBS prepared a special code that defines the key features of best practices of official Palestinian statistics.
The idea of preparing the code was among PCBS efforts to progress with the statistical system and create
a professional and ethical framework that governed the performance of PCBS and relations between its
components. The experience of the statistically advanced countries constituted core references to the
preparation of the code. The code was approved by the cabinet on August 14, 2006.

The key objectives of the code are the following:

01. Provide a nationally-approved code of best practices in the official Palestinian statistical work. The code
explains the role and tasks of the official Palestinian statistics stakeholders including the Prime Minister,
the Head of the Advisory Council for Official Statistics, the President of PCBS, statistics units at ministries,
researchers, and users of statistical data.

02. The code represents the appropriate frame of the best statistical practices, which must be referred to by
all national statistical units in order to ensure achieving the best and most accurate internal statistics of
high credibility in line with professional standards.

Fourth: Improvement of Work Environment

Improvement of the work environment reflects PCBS belief in the necessity of improving and empowering
the work environment in order to achieve the greatest possible degree of teamwork. Such achievement does
not come by an administrative decision by the institution; it is rather a belief that stems from the heads
and subordinates and a day-to-day work approach. Such an approach deals with functions and allows for
creativity and initiative among all staff at administrative and technical units.
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Conducting Employees’ Satisfaction Survey

PCBS employees’ satisfaction survey' was based on a PCBS belief in continuing the development of the work
environment and the importance of referring to scientific data in planning and relevant decision-taking. The
survey defined the areas that require development in order to improve the work environment. The step was
welcomed by PCBS staff who showed cooperation in order to develop the work environment. The findings of
the survey led to forming an internal committee to set up practical mechanisms to apply recommendations.
The recommendations included training opportunities and improving basic services. PCBS also prepared
for a similar survey for early 2007 to measure the extent of change in the different areas measured in the
employees’ satisfaction survey.

Documents Management and Electronic Archiving System

The documents management and electronic archiving system at PCBS was employed in the end of 2005.
Despite the fact that the system was new, PCBS put the system into actual service to keep and distribute the
documents and for purchase and financial transactions as well as transfer of documents among units. The
step was under the PCBS plan to increase the use of the system by making official tasks entirely automatic
and to eventually arrive to a state of a paperless office. PCBS gave special attention toward integrating the
management information system and the electronic archiving system, thus adding value to both systems and
size of their use at PCBS. MIS is an integrated system that provides mechanisms to deal with administrative
and financial tasks mechanically. It can also produce periodic, special request, and historic reports.

Annual Evaluation Database (Computerizing Annual Evaluation)

A database for annual evaluation was set up. It includes the approved evaluation forms of the General
Personnel Council and the assessor guidelines of evaluation items. It places detailed marks on the main
form. Previous staff evaluations were also added to new appointments and allowances during the evaluation
period as well as penalties and attendance. This allows the assessor to view them upon evaluation.

The database assists those responsible for evaluation by filling the forms through computers thus facilitating
the smooth flow of such forms without dealing with hard copies. The method also saves time and efforts spent
on distribution and return of evaluation forms. The method also reduces or cancels the errors of marking,
which are added automatically.

Temporary Staff Database

The database documents the data of the temporary staff of PCBS as well as the appointment of each one
of them on projects. The database also calculates the salaries of the temporary staff automatically, which
saves time and effort. It has made separate entry of recruitment data and attendance and other issues
concerning branch offices possible, which reduces errors resulting from information transfer or loss of some

information.

1 Based on the assessment framework of the public institutions of the European Center for Public Administration.
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Fifth. Empowering Professional Relations
Micro-Data for Public Use?

Cooperation with Scientific Research Centers

The process of documenting the relations between PCBS and the statistical data users is a very important
component of building the statistical system. Researchcenters are amongthe mostimportant users of statistical
data. The magnitude of use of such data is an indicator of the growing process of transforming statistics
into information that serves the policy makers and decision makers and those involved in development. For
instance, a memorandum of understanding was signed between PCBS and the Ministry of Health in order
to empower means of cooperation with respect to joint projects, quality, and accuracy of statistical data on
health indicators.

Sixth: Empowering the Statistical System
Merging National Initiatives

» Studying the phenomenon of using drugs in the Palestinian Territory

PCBS and the Ministry of Interior and National Security agreed to conduct a rapid assessment survey of
the phenomenon of using drugs in the Palestinian Territory. The survey was based on the objectives of the
Ministry of Interior and National Security to fight drug abuse in the Palestinian Territory and PCBS plan of
empowering cooperation and coordination between government institutions and NGOs. The survey assessed
the spread of the phenomenon, its causes, causes of addiction, the social and political circumstances of the
drug addicts, the institutions involved in dealing with drug addiction, and the capacities and challenges.

* Updating the population register project

Upon initiative by PCBS to improve the quality of the data of the population register, a national committee
was formulated for this purpose. It included PCBS, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Interior and National
Security, the Ministry of Local Government, the Ministry of Civil Affairs, the Ministry of Education and Higher
Education, Chief Justice Bureau, and the Central Elections Committee. The committee worked on improving
the quality of the data of the population register through linking administrative services to the population
register.

» National monitoring program (PAL-INFO) and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

A memorandum of understanding was signed on July 16, 2006 between PCBS and the Ministry of Planning
representing the PNA and the UNDP and UNICEF representing the United Nations on using Dev-Info® as a
means of presenting the national monitoring system indicators. The step was among PCBS seeking to provide
means of presenting the statistical data of the monitoring of the situation in the Palestinian Territory and the
cooperation between PNA institutions and the UN organizations operating in the Palestinian Territory. PCBS
took responsibility for the technical part of the project and headed the technical committee. PCBS processes,
prepares, and approves data and prepares the CD based on the aforementioned program.

The following achievements were accomplished during 2005 and 2006:

01. Issuing the first publication of PAL-INFO, which included the MDGs of the Palestinian Territory, which had

available data during 1995-2005; the publication included producing 1,500 CDs.

2 See chapter four for details page (35)
3 Dev-Info is an electronic program based on a CD that was designed and developed by the UN development group to monitor development indicators in the coun-

tries using different means of presentation i.e. tables, charts, and maps.
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02. Holding a meeting of the project’'s technical committee.

03. Holding 30 training courses on using Dev-Info interface; 228 people from PNA ministries and civil society
organizations from the West Bank and Gaza Strip were trained.

04. Holding a training course on building databases for Dev-Info; 10 people were trained. They were from
ministries involved in MDGs. The training was held in the West Bank.

Cooperation with International Institutions

PCBS carried out a number of activities in preparing reports and data compilation for local and international
parties. The steps were accordingto PCBS policy of empowering cooperation and coordination withgovernment
institutions and NGOs and international institutions. PCBS signed the following agreements:

01. A survey on the conditions of the refugees for the UNRWA, PCBS prepared the survey sample and the
necessary maps.

02. Opinion poll on Palestinian living conditions: The survey was conducted for the benefit of IUED Geneva.
PCBS conducted the entire activities of the survey including the sample, data compilation, and data
processing and submitting the data to IUED.

03. Democracy survey: The survey was conducted for the benefit of a Swedish university, Gothenburg
University, in cooperation with its representative at Birzeit University. PCBS compiled and processed the
data and submitted them to the Swedish university.

04. Survey of the impact of the Israeli unilateral measures: The survey was conducted for the benefit of the
Ministry of Finance. A report on the current situation of the Palestinian Territory was prepared and a survey
was conducted. PCBS compiled and processed the data and submitted them to the requesting party.

05. Survey of the investment environment in the Palestinian Territory: The survey was conducted for the
benefit of the World Bank. PCBS compiled and processed the data and submitted the data file to the World
Bank.

06. Displacement survey: The survey was conducted for the benefit of BADIL. PCBS compiled and processed
the data and prepared a statistical report of the findings.

The General Data Dissemination System of the International Monetary Fund (GDDS)
Palestine joined the GDDS on March 15, 2006. The GDDS is a framework of dissemination and promotion of
statistical data through a basic group of general indicators. Joining the GDDS is voluntary. However, joining
becomes a commitment to providing the required indicators within certain specifications on clear and fixed
dates. The efforts are run by a national coordinator of the member state.

The Importance of GDDS

The GDDS has the following positive effects on the statistical systems of the member states:

01. The system contributes to the determination of the points of strength and weakness of the statistical systems
of the member states and assists in empowering and developing their statistics and their dissemination
mechanisms especially through developing transparency and technical cooperation.

02. Empowering regional cooperation through a group of projects and technical assistances, which IMF
manages to develop, and empowering statistical capacities in this area for member states.

03. Integrating statistical indicators and dissemination priorities in order to meet the third millennium
development indicators and regulate the process of monitoring the performance of producing and
disseminating such indicators.
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04. Assisting statistics bureaus in finding statistical databases that meet the special needs of the millennium
development indicators and following up on the increasing interest in them.

05. Developing quality, updating, and transparency of the statistical data through technical aid from IMF and
comparisons with member states and exchange of experience.

06. Widening the circle of knowledge and interest and use of statistical data locally and internationally
through posting data on IMF website.

07. Contributing to improving the reputation and importance of the statistical figure among local and
international users.

GDDS General Objectives

* Encouraging participating states to develop data quality as one of the features of statistical data through
applying sound approach and adopting strictly accurate practices in preparing data and concentration on
building the required capacities for publishing statistics of high quality.

* Providing a framework for assessing the required needs for improving data and defining priorities in this
area where development plans focus on the entire system, which would ensure simplicity in determining
priorities and maximizing the efficiency and allocation of resources.

» Meeting statistical needs resulting from globalization of world economies especially intensifying demand
on the various economic data as cornerstones for managing macroeconomics.

» Creating a guide for participating countries to assist them in economic, financial, population, and social
data dissemination. In general, focusing on improving the comprehensiveness, accuracy, and updating of
statistical systems in data dissemination and procedures.

Rationale for Joining the GDDS

» Keeping up with development in the subject of data quality and official statistics.

* Developing and enriching indicators available at Palestinian institutions and creating non-existing
indicators.

* Learning form international experience and preparation of comparative data.

« Empowering the use of statistics in taking decisions and making policies.

* Contributing to empowering the presence of Palestine in the statistical community and strengthening the
membership of Palestine in IMF.

Expected Results of Joining the GDDS

* Improving the level of data quality of the Palestinian statistical system.

» Achieving comprehensive, accurate, and updated dissemination of official statistical data and indicators.

*Empowering regional economic cooperation between Palestine and the rest of the countries through projects
on building statistical capacities.

 Empowering the role of the Palestinians institutions participating in IMF GDDS through exchanging
experiences with other countries.

« Effective membership for Palestine in IMF.

e Carrying out comparative studies by benefiting from databases provided by IMF to the participating
countries.
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_CBS Achievements in 2006

Field Surveys
PCBS conducted (41) field surveys in 2006; the surveys aimed at providing statistical data for fulfilling a

number of requirements.

* Population and social statistics:

01.
02.
03.

04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.

10.
11.

Labor force survey 2006 (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th quarters).

Higher education and vocational training graduates survey 2006.

Survey of the impact of the annexation and expansion wall on the social and economic situations of the
households in the localities whose lands it passes through August 2006.

Household expenditure and consumption survey 2006.

LAMP pilot survey 2006.

Household health survey 2006.

Nutrition pilot survey 2006.

Accomplishment of the domestic violence survey 2005-2006.

Survey of the impact of the annexation and expansion wall and its consequences on forceful displacement
of Palestinians in Jerusalem June 2006.

Survey of public opinion regarding social and economic conditions 2006.

Household IT and communications survey 2006.

* Economic surveys:

01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

¢ Area statistics:

01.
02.
03.
04.
05.

Economic survey series 2005.
Constructions contractors survey 2005.
Existing buildings survey 2005.

Data of buildings licenses records (the 4th quarter of 2005 and the 1st, 2nd and 3rd quarters of 2006).
Consumer prices monthly survey 2006.

Producer prices quarterly survey 2006.

Wholesale prices quarterly survey 2006.

Transportation and communications survey 2005.

Informal transportation sector survey 2005.

Industrial production index survey 2006 (four cycles).

Trends of the owners/managers of industrial establishments about the economic situations 2006 (Twelve
cycles).

Household balance of payment annex with labor force survey 2005.
Finance and insurance survey 2005.

The impact of the unilateral Israeli measures survey June 2006.
Communication between Palestinian localities survey May 2006.

Household energy survey April 2006.

Household energy survey July 2006.
Environmental medical care centers survey 2006.
Household environmental survey 2006.
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06. Olive presses survey 2005.

07. Domestic tourism survey (domestic and incoming) 2005.

08. Hotel activities survey -1st quarter 2006.

09. Hotel activities survey -2nd quarter 2006.

10. Hotel activities survey -3rd quarter 2006.

11. Hotel activities survey -4th quarter 2005.

12. Upgrading agricultural properties framework survey 2006.

13. Tree horticulture pilot survey 2006.

14. Tree horticulture survey 2006 (compiling data and data entry and preparing a press brochure on the main
findings).

15. Household conditions survey 2006.

Data Dissemination

* Proactive Dissemination

PCBS took a pioneering step in the area of disseminating statistical data by applying the concept of proactive
dissemination: by monitoring and initiating the dissemination of statistical data for beneficiaries. Therefore,
PCBS monitored local and international events of special significance and made appropriate plans so that it
would have a prominent role on such occasions.

Proactive dissemination aims at the following:

 Empower PCBS role as an institution of prominent features that is heard locally and internationally in
different ways and occasions. Such a role deserves serious work and cooperation.

* Pre-planning and preparation for local and international occasions allow delivery of the fruit of efforts and
enable users to plan and develop the statistical data, which PCBS publishes.

* Encourage Palestinians to speak up so that they may hear themselves and that the world may hear them
through comprehensive statistical figures of all humanitarian life aspects.

« Diversity in disseminating and promoting Palestinian statistical figures.

More thantwenty publications were issued; they included press releases and posters on local and international
occasions.

* PCBS Publications

PCBS publishes statistical data compiled through field surveys, administrative records, or censuses. The data
are then published in different forms including statistical reports, brochures, posters, pocketbooks, executive
summaries, press reports, and fax bulletins. The simplicity of the data and the use of drawings and colors are
taken into consideration so that readers can benefit from them. PCBS is heading towards reducing the size
of published data and adding analytical short paragraphs to statistical analyses. PCBS published a number
of yearbooks that are published regularly such as the Palestine Statistical Yearbook, Jerusalem Statistical
Yearbook, and other specialized yearbooks such as regarding education and labor.

According to the policy of dissemination and circulation of data of PCBS, all statistical bulletins are posted on
the PCBS website. During 2006, PCBS prepared and published more than 50 statistical reports in population,
economic, and geographic areas.

Annex 1 shows PCBS publications in 2006 by type of publication.
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* Micro-Data for Public Use

PCBS compiles all data of statistical surveys (Micro-Data) in order to make statistical data available for
serving the academic side of research centers, which constitute the intermediary between the official statistical
producer and its userfor policy and planning purposes. Research centers contribute effectively to transforming
statistics and statistical data into understandable information and allow intervention from decision makers
and policy makers. This policy proved its effectiveness in a study by MUWATIN, the Palestinian Institute for
the Study of Democracy, and AMAN, the Coalition for Accountability and Integrity, on The Extent to which
the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics adheres to the Basic Principles of the Citizens> Right to Access
Public Information --- “The Right to Know.” The study proved that PCBS was the most advanced Palestinian
official institution in this area.

PCBS compiled the data of (18) statistical surveys (Micro-Data) in 2006. The data are available for public use
in accordance with specific provisions, controls, and procedures. It is worth noting that PCBS experience in
the area of preparing Micro-Data files for public use is a pioneering experience in the Arab world; no Arab
statistics bureau has ever before made Micro-Data available for public use.

Annex 2 shows Micro-Data for public use in 2006.

« Statistical Calendar 2007
PCBS developed an annual statistical calendar in 2006 for the second year. The calendar is in line with
fulfilling national needs and international recommendations of the United Nations statistical committee.

In 2006, PCBS developed forms and mechanisms that would ensure PCBS commitment to the timing of data
dissemination as specified in the statistical calendar in order to benefit from the 2006 experiment in preparing
the 2007 calendar. PCBS was largely committed to the timetable of the calendar. The following table lists the
details of commitments to the calendar and the reasons for not implementing some activities:

Explanation Percentage @ Number of Outputs
Were issued; 7 outputs were issued slightly late. 85.4 111
Were not issued because of insufficient data resources and the effects 4.6 6

of the strike; they were: balance of payments, national accounts,
institutional accounts, nutritional budget, the annexation wall, and
comparative study of economic surveys.

Were not issued because the implementation of the survey was 3.1 4
delayed. They were all for the PAPFAM survey

Were not issued due to 3 surveys being canceled including wage 6.9 €
structuring, traders, and incoming tourism

Total 100 130
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PCBS accomplished a number of activities in addition to those in the calendar including:

a. Additional publications of PCBS

(18) outputs were not included in the calendar:

- Annual cost of living index 2005.

- Press release: pilot survey of the quality of life survey.
- Woman empowerment bulletin in ICT.

- Report of the state of cultural institutions 2005.

- Report on the impact of Israeli measures.

- Board bulletin of localities survey 2005.

- Annual prices report 2005.

- Foreign trade report 2004.

- Press release on woman international day.

- Youth report 2005.

- PAPFAM pilot survey report.

- Press release on balance of payments.

- Press release of the Nakba (catastrophe) day.

- Domestic tourism report 2005.

- Palestinian children and IT booklet 2006.

- Agricultural properties board bulletins 2004-2005.
- Census handout.

- Domestic and foreign tourism 2006.

b. Publications done for the benefit of other institutions:

- Raw data on Palestinians’ living conditions for IUED Geneva.

- Raw data on democracy and human rights for the Swedish university.

- Current situation of the Palestinian Territory: Reality and indicators for the World Bank.
- Impact of Israeli unilateral measures report 2006: report for the World Bank.

- Communication between localities 2006: report for the World Bank.

- Raw data on investment environment; report for the World Bank.

- The impact of the wall on displacement of Jerusalem residents: report for BADIL.

* PCBS Website (http://www.pcbs.gov.ps)

PCBS developed its website in 1996 because of the importance of this electronic method of dissemination
and its widespread availability, which allows access to different sectors of beneficiaries. PCBS website is
bilingual (Arabic and English); it is continuously updated to empower the size of usage and benefit. The
website includes data about many topics; most importantly:

. PCBS press releases.

. Statistical calendar.

. Statistics and development: MDGs statistics, science and IT statistics.

. Statistics by topic.

. Electronic services (linkage to cost of living index, user services, PCBS publications).
. E-PCBS and electronic mail.

. Information about PCBS (legal base, master plan, PCBS plans, used systems).

0 N O O b~ ODN =

. Resources (approaches, manuals, booklets, surveys questionnaires, key indicators, classifications...etc.).
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PCBS website is built on databases and separates the responsibilities of the technical administration of
the website from the responsibilities of content administration. The responsibility of data updating is
decentralized; it is the responsibility of each statistical program. The number of visitors to PCBS website
reached approximately 250,500 visitors in 2006.

* Monthly Electronic Bulletin

PCBS posts information and data on its website on various subjects everyday. This requires those interested
to review many sections to see recent publications. In order to assist users to follow up on PCBS published
statistical reports, since March 2006 PCBS has been publishing an interactive electronic bulletin that contains
headlines and brief details on PCBS monthly activities. The bulletin is a guide to PCBS published statistics.
The bulletin is in html format and published electronically via e-mail to all concerned parties. The bulletin is
also posted on the PCBS website.

* User Services
PCBS user services received more than (1100) applications in the year via fax, email, telephone, and personal
visits.

« Statistics National Library

PCBS library is among the specialized libraries in Palestine. It is the first main source of statistical information
in Palestine. PCBS is currently in the process of obtaining -as part of its key possessions - statistical bulletins
concerning historic Palestine, which will make the PCBS library a key reference to researchers and interested
parties.

In 2006 the statistics national library provided services to more than (260) visitors who benefited from its
resources in their research and studies. The library was enriched in 2006 with more than (300) new bulletins.

Manuals, Educational Booklets, and Classifications

In 2006, PCBS developed a number of manuals, standard booklets, and “How To” booklets in different
administrative and technical areas. Moreover, PCBS continued to make best efforts in the area of making
available standard international classifications in order to circulate their use in the service of public
administration in Palestine.

PCBS published the manuals and bulletins on the intranet to let PCBS staff benefit from them in the present
time and let ministries and government institutions benefit from them in the future.

Empowering the Capacities of the Statistical System

« External Participations
PCBS took part in (48) regional and international activities, which had direct relation to PCBS operations. Such
activities included experts’ meetings, regional and international conferences, workshops, and discussions.
PCBS provided a number of working papers on the Palestinian experience and propositions to develop
approaches and mechanisms of preparing official statistics.
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Annex 3 shows PCBS external participations in 2006.

» Workshops, Symposia, Conferences, and Meetings (technical and local)

PCBS relies on implementing dialogue programs with data users including ministries, government institutions,
NGOs, private sector institutions, universities, research centers, and other parties to disseminate and circulate
its statistical data. The aim is to strengthen PCBS relations with these sectors and make use of their opinion
about PCBS productions of statistical data. PCBS managed throughout the past period to strengthen this
approach through PCBS workshops held for this purpose in most Palestinian governorates, which proved to
be very successful. The dialogue programs are held every year, they include a number of topics including
geographic, economic, population, social, and other statistics.

PCBS held (30) activities including workshops, symposia, conferences, and meetings during 2006. This step
strengthened the real partnership relation that PCBS sought to achieve with the users and producers of
statistical data.

Annex 4 shows a list of PCBS workshops, symposia, conferences, and meetings of 2006.

Human Resource Development
The following lists the most important achievements of PCBS in the area of training PCBS staff and data
users, including ministries’ employees and the private sector during the period covered by the report:

01. Internal training courses and short symposia: PCBS held (34) training activities in statistical areas and
administration and IT. The activities included a number of short symposia on different topics. The number
of trainees totaled (654).

02. National training courses: (16) training activities were carried out. They included topics in statistical
areas, administration, and IT. The number of trainees reached (26). The training courses were held at
national training institutes as well as private sector companies and universities.

03. External training courses: (48) training activities were carried out in this area including topics in statistical
areas, administration, and IT. The activities included attending workshops, symposia, conferences, and
meetings. The number of participants totaled (75) employees.

04. Training data users: (11) training courses were held in this area. The data users included ministries’
employees as well as private sector employees. The courses were on enabling ministries’ employees
to prepare official statistics and to use them. The courses raised awareness in usage of statistics. (177)
ministries’ employees and university students participated in the training courses.

05. Scholarships: PCBS financed (4) scholarships in statistics including (3) local scholarships and (1) abroad.

Social and National Participations
PCBS organized a number of social activities and participated in many national occasions throughout 2006
including:

* Inside PCBS

PCBS carried out a number of social activities including paying visits to PCBS staff on social occasions in
order to strengthen confidence and solidarity among PCBS employees. PCBS also organized a party for its
employees’ children who passed the high school exams in 2006. PCBS also organized cleaning campaigns
inside its offices and in the surrounding area in cooperation with Ramallah and al-Bireh governorate.
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» Nationally

PCBS joined the anniversary of the passing of the former Palestinian President Yasser Arafat. PCBS also joined
the celebrations of the Eid Alfitr holidays [end of Ramadan holidays], the 18th anniversary of the declaration of
independence, Christmas and New Year holidays, and Eid Aladha holidays. PCBS also organized a campaign
of blood donation in coordination with the Palestinian Red Crescent Society.

Services Delivered on both Regional and International Levels

PCBS provided for many data applications and provided international and research institutions with statistical
productions. PCBS also provided Arab and international statistical centers with its publications and the
monthly electronic bulletin.

Externally Delivered Experiences

Since it was established PCBS has sought to attract the best qualified persons in order to build a solid national
statistical base. It empowered qualified staff through technical missions and training courses. Consequently,

PCBS has a group of highly qualified experts capable of delivering technical consults to Arab countries.

Annex 3 contains a list of PCBS technical consults in 2006.
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Chapter Five: Donors and Ongoing Agreements

The Core Funding Group (CFG)

PCBS first relied mainly on individual grants and financial aid from donor countries and groups. Such donors
always supported one or more individual projects or activities (each donor supported a number of PCBS
Master Plan activities). For instance, the Swiss government supported the statistical labor force program,
the Norwegian government supported the social and population statistics program; the German government

supported economic statistics and a number of administrative issues, among others.

The idea of establishing CFG was suggested by PCBS in 2000 during preparations for the draft document of
PCBS support 2001-2005, which was assisted by a group of international consultants. The idea focused on
the concept of program instead of the concept of project. The idea was welcomed and supported by donors.
After communications, negotiations, and direct coordination with donors, and assistance and support from
the Norwegian Representative Office to the PNA, an agreement was reached to form an unofficial funding
committee for PCBS, which was later known as “CFG.” The committee includes the Norwegian Representative
Office to the PNA, the Dutch Representative Office to the PNA, the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation, Department for International Development DFID, World Bank, and the Office of the European

Commission.

The main objective of forming CFG is to transform PCBS from supporting statistical projects to supporting
integral national statistical programs, which empowers programs, improves comprehensiveness and serves

data users.

Since the CFG experiment was a success, the memorandum of understanding of supporting PCBS
during 2003 to 2005 between PCBS and CFG was extended in 2006 to cover the PCBS 2006-2008

program, in view of the success of the program during the past period. However, only Switzerland,
Norway, and Holland agreed to extend financing during the 2006-2008 period.

Donors’ Meetings

PCBS donors held three main meetings during 2006 including: g

1. CFG emergency meeting on March 28, 2006, at PCBS. The meeting included representatives from Holland, S
Norway, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, and DFID.

2. CFG emergency meeting on May 31, 2006, at PCBS. The meeting included representatives from Holland,
Norway, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, and DFID.

3. The 7th meeting of CFG on July 20, 2006. The meeting was held at PCBS and included representatives from
Holland, Norway, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, and DFID.




Ongoing Agreements

* Memoranda of Understanding

01.
02.
03.

04.

05.

The PCBS 2003-2005 support memorandum of understanding was extended to cover 2006-2008. The
memorandum of understanding was signed by PCBS and CFG.

Memoranda of understanding on cooperation in scientific research area with Palestinian universities.
Memoranda of understanding on exchanging publications with MADAR and Al Carmel institutions.
Memorandum of understanding with the Palestinian Monetary Authority on the preparation of the balance
of payments.

Memorandum of understanding with the Ministry of Health on empowering cooperation on joint projects
and accuracy of statistical data on health indicators.

* Agreements

01.

02.

03.

04.

Bilateral agreement between PCBS and the Norwegian Representative Office (within CFG) to fund PCBS
program of 2006-2008, and to provide necessary technical assistance.

Bilateral agreement between PCBS and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (within CFG)
to fund PCBS program of 2006-2008, and to provide necessary technical assistance.

Bilateral agreement between PCBS and the Dutch Representative Office (within CFG) to fund PCBS
program of 2006-2008, and to provide necessary technical assistance.

Bilateral agreement between PCBS and UNFPA to fund a number of statistical projects during 2006-
2009.

05. Bilateral agreement between PCBS and OECD to implementthe METAGORA projectto measure democracy

06.
07.
08.
09.

44

and human rights and governance 2004-2006.

Bilateral agreement between PCBS and UNICEF to implement PAL-INFO project.
Bilateral agreement between PCBS and UNDP to implement PAL-INFO project.

Bilateral agreement between PCBS and UNICEF to implement PAPFAM project annex (1).
Bilateral agreement between PCBS and UNICEF to implement PAPFAM project.
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Chapter Six: PCBS in Photos

A meeting withthe Core
Funding Group (CFG)
to PCBS to discuss
the impact of the
siege on government

institutions

Signing of implementing Democracy survey agreement with Gothenburg university-Sweden '

/

The semi-annual meeting
of the Core Funding Group
to PCBS

A training course for the
field workers on Youth
survey




A training course for PCBS
staff on public safety

procedures

A training course for
the field workers on
health survey

A

A workshop on build-
ing health national
accounts 2007

Press Conference on the

findings of Poverty survey
2005
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The First Meeting of the
Supreme National Com-
mittee for Census 2007

A training course for
the field workers on

the eleventh round of
the economic survey
series 2005
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The monthly meeting
of the directorate
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general of president
office of PCBS

A training course for
the field workers on
Agricultural survey




PCBS partici-

pation in com-

memorating
the late Presi-

dent Yasser
Arafat

A workshop on the
impact of the unilat-
eral Israeli measures

PCBS President meeting
with the Turkish Consul
General
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Internal training
course for PCBS
staff
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The visit of PCBS
delegation to Al-
Fajr basic school




PCBS organ-
ized cleaning

campaigns

PCBS participa-
tion in ESCWA
meetings
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Graduation cer-
the

Palestinian police

emony for

officers who at-
tended a training
course on pro-
ducing statistical

reports

A

photo of the visiting delegation of Bethlehem University to PCBS

PCBS

houners

President
one of
the employees’
who

the high

children
passed

school exams




Practical training
for the field work-
ers on using sta-

tistical maps

A workshopon user-
producer dialogue
on the current
economic situation

in Gaza strip
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O Annexes

Annex 1: Statistical Publications
The following is a list of statistical publications issued by PCBS in 2006:

« Statistical Reports
01. Household energy survey report April 2006.
02. Household energy survey report July 2006.
03. Israeli settlements in the Palestinian Territory report 2005.
04. Household environmental survey report 2006.
05. Economic environmental survey report 2006.
06. Healthcare centers environment survey report 2006.
07. Meteorological situations in the Palestinian Territory report 2005.
08. Annual report of agricultural statistics 2004-2005.
09. Olive presses survey report 2005.
10. Hotel activities survey report-Annual bulletin of 2005.
11. Hotel activities survey report-1st quarter 2006.
12. Hotel activities survey report-2nd quarter 2006.
13. Hotel activities survey report-3rd quarter 2006.
14. Hotel activities survey report-4th quarter 2006.
15. Incoming tourism survey report 2005.
16. Domestic tourism survey report 2005.
17. Household conditions survey report 2006.
18. Main findings of higher education and vocational training graduates report 2005.
19. Main findings of the domestic violence survey report 2005-2006.
20. Main findings of health services providers survey report 2005.
21. Annual report of Palestine’s children; issues and statistics, number 9.
22. Palestinians at the end of 2006 report.
23. The Palestinians living conditions in the Palestinian Territory 2006.
24. Youth national report 2006.
25. Labor force survey report; main findings 2005.
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26. Demographic health survey 2004-northern West Bank report.

27. Demographic health survey 2004-central West Bank report.

28. Demographic health survey 2004-southern West Bank report.

29. Demographic health survey 2004-Gaza Strip report.

30. Demographic health survey main findings report 2004.

31. Living standards of the Palestinian Territory report 2005.

32. Poverty situation of the Palestinian Territory report 2005.

33. Men and women in Palestine in figures report 2006.

34. Report of the main findings of the survey of the impact of the annexation and expansion wall and its
consequences of forceful displacement of Palestinians in Jerusalem.




35. Current situation of the drugs phenomenon in the Palestinian Territory report.

36. The report of the main findings of the economic survey series 2005.

37. Existing buildings survey findings report 2005.

38. Report of the findings of construction licenses of the 4th quarter of 2005.

39. Statistical report of the results of construction licenses of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarters of 2006.

40. Industrial activities comparative study report 1999-2004.

41. Statistical report on the average prices, consumer price index, and the standard figures for wholesale
and producer prices of 2005.

42. Finance and insurance report of 2005.

43. Informal transportation sector survey findings report 2005.

44. Transportation and communications survey findings report 2005.

45. Foreign trade statistics report -goods and services- main findings 2004.

46. Report of the main findings of the survey of the impact of the Israeli unilateral measures June 2006.

47. Report of the main findings of the survey of communication between localities of the Palestinian
Territory May 2006.

48. Report of the main findings of the household information technology survey 2006.

* Annual Books
01. PCBS Annual Report 2005.
02. Jerusalem Statistical Yearbook No. (8).
03. Palestine Statistical Yearbook No. (7).

» Press Conference Reports

01. Press conference report on labor force survey of 1st quarter of 2006.

02. Press conference report on labor force survey of 2nd quarter of 2006.

03. Press conference report on labor force survey of 3rd quarter of 2006.

04. Press conference report on labor force survey of 4th quarter of 2006.

05. Press conference report on domestic violence survey of 2005.

06. Press conference report on the survey of the conditions of the higher education and vocational training
graduates 2005.

07. Press conference report on the living standards of the Palestinian Territory 2005.

08. Press conference report on the survey of the impact of the annexation and expansion wall on the
social and economic situations of the Palestinian localities whose lands it passes through 2006.

09. Press conference report on the survey of the health service providers and their beneficiaries 2005.

10. Press conference report on the survey of the tree horticulture survey 2005-2006.

11. Press conference report on initial findings of the household information technology survey 2006.

* Press Releases
01. Press release on the findings of the series of economic surveys 2005.
02. Press release on the findings of the existing buildings survey 2005.
03. Press release on the findings of the constructions licenses of the 4th quarter of 2005.
04. Press releases on the findings of the construction licenses of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarters of 2006.
05. Press releases on the cost of living index of December 2005 and January to November 2006.
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06. Press release on the findings of the survey of the informal transportation sector of 2005.

07. Press release of the quarterly national accounts of the 1st quarter of 2006.

08. Press release of the quarterly national accounts of the 2nd quarter of 2006.

09. Press release of the quarterly national accounts of the 3rd quarter of 2006.

10. Press release on the findings of the survey of transportation and communications of 2005.

11. Twelve press releases on the trends of the owners/managers of industrial establishments about the
economic situation, December 2005-November 2006.

12. Press release on the initial findings of foreign trade 2005.

13. Press release on the findings of the healthcare centers environmental survey 2006.

14. Press release on the findings of the household environmental survey 2006.

15. Press release on the findings of the economic environmental survey 2006.

16. Press release on the findings of the meteorological conditions in the Palestinian Territory report
2005.

17. Press release on the findings of the olive presses survey 2005.

18. Press release on the findings of the household energy survey April 2006.

19. Press release on the findings of the household energy survey July 2006.

20. Press release on the findings of the report on Israeli settlements in the Palestinian Territory 2006.

21. Press release on the findings of the report on the agricultural statistics of the Palestinian Territory
2004-2005.

22. Press release on the findings of the hotels survey of the Palestinian Territory -4th quarter 2005.

23. Press release on the findings of the hotels survey of the Palestinian Territory - 1st quarter 2006.

24. Press release on the findings of the hotels survey of the Palestinian Territory -2nd quarter 2006.

25. Press release on the findings of the annual report of the hotels activities of the Palestinian Territory
2005.

26. Press release on the household conditions survey findings 2006.

27. Press release on International Labor Day, May 1, 2006.

28. Press release on the balance of payments findings 1998-2004.

29. Press release on the findings of the financial and insurance survey findings 2005.

30. Press release on the domestic violence survey 2005-2006.

31. Press release on International Women's Day.

32. Press release on the demographic characteristics of the refugees of the Palestinian Territory on
Refugees Day 2006.

33. Press release on the International llliteracy Day.

34. Press release on the International Day for the Elderly.

35. Press release on the findings of the household information technology survey 2006.
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36. Press release on the Jerusalem Statistical Yearbook no. (8).
37. Press release on the Palestine Statistical Yearbook no. (7).

» Statistical Booklets
01. Population conditions booklet 2006.
02. Population localities in the Palestinian Territory in figures 2005 (poster).
03. Statistical view of the health situation of the Palestinian Territory (poster).
04. Health and social situations of the Palestinian mother 2006 (poster).
05. International Health Day (poster).




06. International Day Against Smoking (poster).

07. Palestine in figures 2005.

08. The youth of the Palestinian Territory -statistical picture.
09. On the path of giving 1993-2006 (Arabic only).

10. Structural agricultural survey 2004-2005 (poster).

11. Tourism statistics of the Palestinian Territory 2005.

12. Use of IT and telecommunications 2006 (poster).

13. Palestine in figures bulletin.

14. Population register data manual.

15. Constructing and upgrading the buildings and housing units register manual.
16. Preparing the users manual for the establishments register.

* Reports/Analytical Studies
01. Analytical report on the health demographic survey 2004.
02. Analytical study of the data of the domestic survey 2005-2006.
03. Deep analytical study of the characteristics of the economic establishments operating in the Palestinian
Territory (based on the data of the establishments census 2004) 2006.
04. Analytical study of the situation of the woman in the Palestinian economy based on the data of the
establishments census 2004.

» Special Statistical Tables Posted on PCBS Website

01. Tables of land usage in the Palestinian Territory 2005 (posted on the PCBS website).

02. Statistical tables of water data of the Palestinian Territory (posted on the website and published in
the yearbooks).

03. Statistical tables on the energy consumption in the Palestinian Territory 2004 (posted on the website
and published in the yearbooks).

04. Various data on agricultural statistics 2005 (posted on the website and published in the yearbooks).

05. Households statistics 2005 (posted on the website and published in the yearbooks).

06. Statistical tables on marriage and divorce in the Palestinian Territory 2005.

* Miscellaneous
01. Preparation of the first draft of the national official statistics strategic plan.
02. Preparation of the electronic statistical atlas and preparing for its posting on the website.
03. International industrial classifications of all economic activities (4th revision) first draft.
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Annex 2: Micro-Data for Public Use

01. Household energy survey July 2006.

02. Household energy survey April 2006.

03. Household environmental survey 2006.

04. Healthcare centers environmental survey 2006.

05. Olive presses survey 2005.

06. Domestic tourism survey (domestic and incoming) 2004.

07. Labor force survey 2005.

08. Demographic health survey 2004.

09. Family health expenditure survey 2004.

10. Health services providers and their beneficiaries survey 2005.

11. Labor force survey 4th quarter 2005.

12. Labor force survey 1st quarter 2006.

13. Labor force survey 2nd quarter 2006.

14. Labor force survey 3rd quarter 2006.

15. Family expenditure and consumption survey 2005.

16. Domestic violence survey 2005-2006.

17. Higher education and vocational training graduates survey 2005.

18. Survey of the impact of the annexation and expansion wall and its consequences of forceful
displacement of Palestinians in Jerusalem 2006.
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Annex 3: External Participations

Follows a list of PCBS participations in external activities during 2006:

» Training Courses and Study Missions

01. A member of PCBS staff was sent on a study mission to obtain a higher diploma in demography from
Cairo (January 15 - December 31, 2006).

02. Participating in a training course on foreign debt statistics in Abu Dhabi (January 15 - 26, 2006).

03. Participating in a training course on the strategies of archiving, safekeeping, and safeguarding of
documents and electronic retrieval in Cairo (February 4-8, 2006).

04. Participating in a training course on national accounts in Jordan (April 15 - May 15, 2006).

05. Participating in a study visit on fighting drugs in Cairo (April 16 - 19, 2006).

06. Participating in a training course on product price index in Beirut (May 1 - 6, 2006).

07. Participating in a training course on the analysis of national series and accounts in ltaly (July 10 - 22,
2006).

08. Participating in a training course on statistical promotion and marketing in Jordan (July 15 -20,
2006).

09. Participating in a training course on CSPRO programs package in Cairo (July 15 - 20, 2006).

10. Participating in a training course on electronic dissemination of official statistics in Damascus (August
6 - 10, 2006).

11. Participating in a training course on macroeconomic policies and programming in the USA (August 7
- September 21, 2006).

12. Participating in a training course on strategic planning in Cairo (September 11 - 16, 2006).

13. Participating in a training course on preparing micro-data files in Libya (September 16 - 21, 2006).

14. Participating in a training course on LAMP project in Jordan (September 15 - 19, 2006).

15. Participating in a training course on managing statistical function in Jordan November 4-9, 2006.

16. Participating in a training course on CSPRO programs package in Cairo (November 11 - 16, 2006).

17. Participating in a training course on preparing data entry programs of the Arab household health
survey PAPFAM - Arab project unit for household health in Cairo (November 11 - 20, 2006).

18. Participating in a training course on education statistics in Arab countries in Marrakesh (November
19 - 24, 2006).

19. Participating in a training course on food security in Italy (November 26 - December 22, 2006).

20. Participating in a training course on MDGs in Jordan (November 27 - December 2, 2006).

21. Participating in a training course on GIS/RS in Turkey (December 4 - 15, 2006).

22. Participating in a training course on strategic training in Turkey (December 4 - 8, 2006).
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* Official Meetings, Symposia and Conferences
01. Taking part in a symposium on technical education and vocational training in the Mediterranean
countries in Portugal (January 25-February 5, 2006).
02. Meeting of the work team on Intergovernmental F. Relations in America (April 1st - 2, 2006).
03. Taking part in a conference on data quality in London (April 24 - 26, 2006).
04. Taking part in the ESCWA census experts in Abu Dhabi (May 19 - 25, 2006).




05.

06.
07.
08.
09.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

Taking part in the symposium of Arab statistics bureaus’ presidents on the international summit of
information society in Jordan (June 2 - 3, 2006).

Meeting of the board of trustees of the Arab Institute in Jordan (June 4, 2006).

Taking part in the final conference of MED-Env project in Jordan (June 12 - 14, 2006).

Taking part in IAOS conference in Canada (September 5 - 9, 2006).

Taking part in a work visit on census management CST in Jordan (September 11 - 13, 2006).

The meeting of the Metagora project in Paris (September 11 - 17, 2006).

The meeting of the sub-committee of economic statistics of the permanent technical committee of
statistics of the Arab League in Cairo (September 19 - 21, 2006).

Meeting of the work team on uniformed approaches and definitions of the census and household
surveys in Cairo (October 29 - 31, 2006).

The meeting of the sub-committee of demographic and social statistics of the permanent technical
committee of statistics of the Arab League in Cairo (November 5 - 7, 2006).

Meeting of the seventh cycle of the ESCWA statistical committee in Beirut (November 6-9, 2006).
Taking part in a symposium on modern methods of managing censuses in Jordan (November 10 - 11,
2006).

Meeting of the presidents of the Arab statistics bureaus on the margin of the economic unity council
in Cairo (November 12 - 13, 2006).

Meeting of the permanent statistical committee of the Arab League in Cairo (November 14 - 16,
2006).

Meeting of the board of trustees of the Arab Institute of statistical training in Jordan (December 2 - 3,
2006).

Meeting of senior officials of national statistics of Arab states in Cairo (December 11 - 14, 2006).
Meeting of gender experts in New York (December 12 - 14, 2006).

» Workshops

01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.

Participating in a workshop on child labor in Cairo (May 7 - 11, 2006).

Participating in a workshop on LAMP in Cairo (June 11 - 17, 2006).

Participating in a workshop on MICS survey in Tunis (August 26 - September 3, 2006).

Participating in a workshop on Dev-Info in Cairo (September 18 - 22, 2006).

Participating in a workshop on demographic analysis in Jordan (November 5 - 16, 2006).
Participating in a workshop on national accounts organized by ESCWA in Cairo (December 19 - 21,
2006).

» Technical Consultations

01.

02.

Delegating an expert from PCBS to a consultative mission to the Department of Statistics in Jordan
for critical remarks on centralization and decentralization of fieldwork and data compilation in the
Department.

Delegating an expert from PCBS to a training course on statistical function management in Amman,
Jordan; the course was organized by the Arab training and statistical research institute.

03. Delegating two trainers from PCBS to train in the statistical promotion and marketing course in Amman,
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Jordan; the course was sponsored by the Arab training and statistical research institute.




04.

05.

06.

07.
08.

09.
10.

Delegating two trainers from PCBS to train in the electronic dissemination of official statistics course
in Damascus, Syria; the course was sponsored by the Arab statistical training institute.

Delegating two trainers from PCBS to the course on preparing micro-data files in Tripoli, Libya; the
course was sponsored by the Arab statistical training institute.

Delegating an expert from PCBS to assist the Ministry of Education in Jordan to prepare the preparatory
file of the LAMP survey under the sponsorship of the Jordanian Ministry of Education.

Delegating an expert from PCBS to the gender experts meeting in New York under UN sponsorship.
Delegating a PCBS expert to train on CSPRO program in a course held in Cairo under Arab League
sponsorship.

Delegating two PCBS experts on consultative missions to the Department of Statistics in Jordan.
Delegating an expert from PCBS to participate in a workshop on capacity building in measuring
information society in Amman, Jordan. The workshop was under the sponsorship of the Arab statistical
training and research institute and the international union of communications in cooperation with
ESCWA and the Ministry of Information Technology in Jordan
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Annex 4: Workshops, Symposia, Conferences, and Meetings

a. Workshops

01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Workshop on discussing the indicators of tree gardening survey 2006.

Workshop on constructing the health national accounts system 2007.

Workshop on the situation of drugs [addiction].

Workshops on the labor market in the governorates.

Workshops on the living standards in the governorates.

Workshops on the economic situation in the governorates.

Workshop on the impact of the siege on the Palestinian society during the 2nd quarter of 2006.
Workshops on the agricultural situation.

Workshop on the project of the impact of the Israeli unilateral measures.
Workshop on the contents of the census 2007.

Workshop on statistical terms and definitions.

Workshop on the current economic situation in Gaza Strip - reality and indicators.
Workshop on the survey of disabilities.

Workshop on the data quality of the health services survey.

Workshop on assessing the vital registration.

Workshop on discussing the IT and communications indicators.

b. Symposia

01.
02.

Holding several internal symposia.
Holding a symposium on macroeconomics for MA students at the Faculty of Economics at Birzeit
University in cooperation with PCBS.

c. Conferences
01. Conference onannouncingthe findings of the forceful displacementin Jerusalemdue to the construction

02.
03.
04.

d. Meetings
01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
10.

of the annexation and expansion wall.

Conference on announcing the poverty findings 2005.

Press conference on announcing the results of domestic survey findings 2005.

Press conference on the demographic, economic, and social situations of the Palestinian people at
the end of 2006 (2006 harvest).

First meeting of the national committee for the census 2007.
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Meeting of the national statistics strategic plan.

Meeting of the national committee for developing the localities guide.
Meetings with donors (CFG).

Meeting on the significant statistical indicators.

Meeting of the advisory committee on domestic violence.

Meeting of the Advisory Council for Official Statistics.

Meetings of the technical committee of the population register.
Meeting on Dev-Info program.

Meeting on the findings of the health services providers survey.







