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Preface

The Population, Housing and Establishments Census-1997 is the cornerstone of the efforts of
developing reliable up-to-date and comprehensive socioeconomic database. The health
survey- 2000 , and the youth survey -2003 are also important data sources.

PCBS is conducting Dissemination, Analysis, and Training for Effective Utilization of Census
Findings to enhance awareness among PNA, NGOs, and the private sector of available
statistical data in general, and Census findings in particular, as well as their potential
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover the areas of dissemination, training and analysis of the
Census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels
of concern, including analytical, in-depth analysis, and summary reports, of which this report
comes as one of the products in this regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to improving the living standards of the Palestinian
society through strengthening the development planning process at various levels.

May, 2005 Luay Shabaneh
President of PCBS



Executive Summary

The importance of studying the status of youth in the Palestinian Territory is a necessity due
its size in the community; about one third 32% the population and in addition to the critical
political deteriorated situation prevailing in the Palestinian Territory since September 2000,
and mostly youth are suffering from Israeli military occupation particularly practiced against
them, the study covers the socio-economic life of youth mainly, education, health and
reproductive health, labor, culture and public life.

Since September 2000 labor market as well as all other services sectors started deterioration,
where it can be noticed that participation rate in labor force in 2004 decreased among youth
10-24 years compared with 2000, the rate decreased in the West Bank among youth aged 15-
24 from 32.9% in 2000 to 28.3% in 2004 and in Gaza Strip decreased from 25.1% to 20.9%
respectively.

Unemployment rate increased from 14% in 2000 to 26.7% in 2004 for those aged 10 years and
over, also the rate increased among youth aged 20-24 years from 19.3% in 2000 to 39.2% in
2004 and from 21.2% to 41.3% among those aged 15-19 years respectively.

Palestinian are interested in their sons and daughters education, where youth enrollment rate
increased in 2004 by 13.7% as it was in 2000, and the average of increase was higher for West
Bank than that of Gaza Strip, where it increased by 14.3% and 11.95 respectively. Drop out
rates among youth dropped from 22.3%in 2000 to 14.7% in 2004, the rate dropped among
youth females from 21.9% to 12.7% and dropped from 23% to 16.6% among youth males for
the same reference period.

Although data showed that the interest of youth toward cultural issues increased, but still
considered low, youth affiliation to sport clubs increased from 7.5% in 2000 to 9.3% in 2004,
only 4% are affiliated to cultural clubs in 2004 compared with 3% in 2000, 6.9% are affiliated
to public libraries in 2004 compared with 5.8% in 2000. About half of Youth are using
computers 52.3% ; 58.65 in the West Bank compared with 44.85 in Gaza strip.

Data showed that the percentage of health insured youth 10-24 years increased by 26% in
2004 compared with 2000, where the percentage increased from 42.1% to 52.1% which is still
low percentage. Data also revealed that youth aged 12-24 practicing smoking decreased from
12.7% in 2000 to 10.1% 2004, this drop may be referred to the decline of economic status of
households and the increase of unemployment rates and not due to health education
campaigns. Smoking among West Bank youth 12-24 years is higher that of that in Gaza
Strip, 12.25 and 6.6% respectively and it is higher among males compared with females 19%
and 0.8% respectively.

Disability among youth aged 10-24 years is 1.6% in 2004, distributed as 25 among males and
1.1% among females and 1.75 in the West Bank compared with 1.45 in Gaza Strip, the
highest prevalent disability found among youth was mental disability registered 22.2% and
followed by movement disability at 18.8%

The impact of Israeli measures imposed on the Palestinian Territory affected all aspects of
youth life, where it affect their access to health and education services, leisure time, cultural
activities, where data showed that 26.6% of youth refer not practicing their activities to Israeli
measures, also 76.6% of youth stated that they spend their leisure time at their home.



