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Important Notes

The ideas presented in this document do not necessarily express PCBS’ official
position.

Calculation of rates and percentages from different sources is the responsibility of the
researcher.



Preface

The Population, Housing and Establishment Census-1997 is the cornerstone of the efforts of
developing reliable up-to-date and comprehensive socioeconomic database.

PCBS is conducting Dissemination, Analysis, and Training for Effective Utilization of
Census Findings to enhance awareness among PNA, NGOs, and the private sector of
available statistical data in general, and Census findings in particular, as well as their potential
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover the areas of dissemination, training and analysis of the
Census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels
of concern, including analytical, in-depth analysis, and summary reports, of which this report
comes as one of the products in this regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to improving the living standards of the Palestinian
society through strengthening the development planning process at various levels.

February, 2005 Hasan Abu Libdeh, Ph.D
National Director of the Census
President of PCBS



Executive Summary

The Palestinian Educational System consists of two major categories, the public and the
higher education. The public education system consists of twelve academic years, from the
first grader to the twelve one. It is divided into two periods.

The mandatory one, which includes: the first ten grades serving the age category (6-15) years,
and the secondary one includes the eleventh and the twelve grades, which splits into two main
programs.

The academic programs includes (Science or Art) and the polytechnic programs includes
(industrial, agriculture, economic, health support, tourist services, ...).

Linked to the public education through professional and legislative support is the pre-
schooling programs serving in the year 2003/2004 over seventy thousand pupils attending 847
pre-garden with an average of 29 pupils per a section, usually runs by the private sector.

The number of students in the public education had reached over a million in the year
2003/2004 (exact # is: 1,017,443, where 53.1% are females) attending 2,109 schools of which
714 for Male, 705 for Female, and the remaining is mixed, with an annual average increase of
5.7% . The public education served by state (69.4%), by the united nation (24.7%), or by the
private sector (5.9%). Geographically, 59% in the West Bank distributed over 1603 schools,
while the 41% in Gaza attending 506 schools. The annual average increase in the schools is
4.1%. The total number of sections reached 28670 with an annual average increase of 6%
over the past ten years, while the number of teachers had doubled during the same period to
reach 43,658 teachers with an annual average increase of 9.2%.

The higher educational institutions received the high school graduates or its equivalent and it
offers programs leads to different level certificates from associate diploma and higher. These
institutions could be classified in to four types: the community colleges issue associate
diploma degree, the University colleges issues issue a Bachelor degree or lower, the
traditional Universities, which requires students to attend regularly and consists each of more
than one college issue a Bachelor degrees or higher, and finally the open University which
used remote teaching. These institutions could be public, private, or government, for more
information refers to Annex Table 1.

There are 41 higher institution in the West Bank and Gaza, 11 of the are traditional university
serves over 68 thousand students, while Al-Quds open University serves alone more than 40
thousand students. There are 9 university colleges serve 4,712 students and 20 community
colleges serve 8,511 students.

This study established quantitative analysis for the students expected to attend pre-schooling
and the public education schools with different scenarios by using an international simulation
model adopted by 158 countries through the UNISCO program of education for all. This
study expects by the year 2019/2020 all pupils will go to a pre-schools, with a 100%
attendants, for the mandatory levels 97.1% and for the high schools to be 85.2%. these results
calls for immediate planning of enough resources to meet the demands.

This study also considered different scenarios for increasing the polytechnic education to
reach 15% and to cut on the evening schools by building new schools.



The educational indicators which have been calculated indicate that there are positive changes
in the public education system quantitatively over the past ten years such as the rate of
students per teacher, per class, the age rate per level, the rate of failures, dismissals, in
addition to an improvement of Internal Efficiency Coefficient in the Mandatory levels. This
coefficient reached 98.8% for the high school levels in the year 2003/2004.

In parallel, the qualitative indicator conducted by the center of standards and evaluation in the
Ministry of higher education indicates poor performance by the Palestinian students in the
subjects of Mathematics, Science and Arabic languages. Further tests and standardized test is
needed.

The Palestinian higher Education has developed rapidly over the past thirty years which
caused to face serious expansions problem. This study would investigate some aspects mainly
quantitative analysis.

For higher education, the number of annual students attended, accepted, graduated, and the
number of academic, management, and services employees are collected over the past ten
years for the four types of higher institutions, and data was analyzed using advanced statistical
procedures and the SPSS computer program to calculate the future expected data about the
previous variables. The following results and characteristics have been established:

» The average rate of students per full time academic member in the traditional universities
was 23.5, this average double and triples the averages in developed countries, in addition
to the percentage of full professors does not exceed 15%, while the rate in normal
conditions should be 50%. The number for the open education is unbelievable high, it
reaches 200.

* The wide quantitative expansion of the higher education institutions within and among
during the past ten years (three times for the traditional universities) and twelve times for
the open education may have negative consequences. Further investigation is needed.

» There interest in the community colleges has significantly decreased.

* The percentage of those attending higher education from the total population is 3.2% and
from those older than 18 years is 7%.

* The number of students attending higher education is expected to rise to quarter of a
million in fifteen years, while for traditional university to be 132,000 and the freshman to
reach 60,000, for the open university the number exceeds 100,000.

* The number of graduates from traditional and college universities to double from 13000
to 26000 in fifteen years.

* The minimum number of resident full time academics need to be recruited in fifteen
years 2500 member.

* Technical and applied programs makes 10%, while traditional programs such as
literatures, education makes 55%

Special attention considered for the levels of education and the factors impacting it whenever
the data permits such as: social, geographic, professional interests, gender, age, cluster,
technical availabilities, business ownership, ...

The following results was concluded;

=  Seeking education outside was a major factor for immigrating to other countries.
= Three out of four of business owners have educational level of a high school or lower.
*  Education occupied 58% of Palestinian youths interests.



93% of Palestinian youth believe improving human resources capacity depends on
educational elements.

Educational levels for rulers areas is lower than both cities and refugee camps. This
could be explained by the one way movement from the villages to cities.

Housing conditions goes directly with level of education.

Palestinian youth believe that the major factor for dismissing education is the early
marriage. Also they believe that the major role for future schools is to offer a high
unique level of knowledge.

55% of Palestinian youth uses the Internet for communication, and 36% for learning
and scientific research.

This study came out of few recommendations such as:

it calls for serious plans to accommodate the gifted students in all levels inside the
country

It is upon the higher educational institutions to take big steps to recruit highly qualified
academic members and to work together to revise the programs they offer.

Special studies should be conducted to study the impact of the rapid expansions of
higher education and to take serious plans to resolve the negative consequences.
Community and university colleges role and programs offered needs a new evaluation.
Public awareness agenda and incentives improves the compacting of literacy and lower
levels of education.

Collective strategy plans based on analytic studies is needed to empower higher
educational institutions in the technical age of the small world.

The study calls for all institutions within the higher educational system and the users of
the graduates to collaborate and participate in the development of the cultural and
educational quality.



