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���� � ��!� �� ��
�� 20     ��� ��2; �$��� ��
�� 
     ��� O%���� G��.
10- 100 � 3        �� �
	 6����0�� �� �� �� �$��
�%24  � ��
��� �����
���� � ��!�  ����2; �$���

	� �$��
� �
 �1001� 3 �$�
 17% ����0�� �� �� �� ��
�� 7123 4��" �� ���
�� . 
 

���4
� ��
�
� ����
 �*
;�
� �;�,�
� 

 ���.7�   �����      ���� ����	
�� ���
���� �

2003 ��  57   �� ����	
 ��
��     �����
���� � ��!�   ���P 8�� �
���  @��
�� 
  �A
	 �.�2�%��5��    8�9 ��2%
 �
���� @��
�� �	�7� '��� 42% �.���0�� �.� �� �� ��
�� 15123 4��" �� ��
�� . 

  �� ��� �� 361       �����
���� � ��!� �� ����	
 ��
��   ���P 8�� �
���       �	�7�� '��� ��A
	 ���
!� @��
  8�9 ��2%

355 ��         % ��.��0�� ��. �� �.� �.�
6     6123 4��" �� ��.�
��   �� 8�9 ��� *�� 339 � ��!� �� ����	
 ��
�� 

   �����.
����   8�� �
���   ����$A ?��7)��	�� (  @��
��    �	�7�� '��� ��A
	   8�9 ��2%
333       ����0�� �� �� �� ��
�� 
%6123 4��" �� ���
�� . 
 

 J��# �� ����
� �'(� �(�4
 ��
� 9����
���
�
� 

  �������  ���
�� �
 J�7�� @��
 4��" �� '	�7
 �� 8�9 ������� ���7� )��205 �� ���
�� �����
���� � ��!� 5 
       % 6�
�� @��
 �	�7 �.$��� �.�%�258        �	�7 �%�% �
 ����� �����
���� � ��!� �� +��
��  @��
  �
��" 6 % 239  +��
�� 

@��
�� 4��(�� ��	7
 �
 �����6% 150+��
��  ��3 L���
 �%�% �
 ����� @��
�� �
�;� ��%
7
  . 
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 9�;�5  : �
(��)
� <�4���
� �
(
�)*�
� �K��L� �� 0)� 0��
� ��
� J��# �� ����
� �'(� �(�4
 ��
� 9����
�
 !�	�(�
��2003 

����� ��	
 ���
 �� �
���� ���
 ����	 ���� ����
�� 

��	, ���� � �
�� -��� .��� 
)� 
�� /��

������	 ����,� 
����� ��	, -����� ����)� 

����
�� 

205 70 83 150 258 239 �	�	������ ������ 

204 68 72 142 250 218 ��	
��� �
��� 

1 2 11 8 8 21  ��� ���� 

 

 �� �
�
���
� �
����
� J��#��
�
� 

       ��������	 
�	�
	 
�� �����	 ���� 
� ��������	 �������� ������� ��� ��� �310  ������  !"� ���� �	#"� ���$ %!��
 � &�����	159   ������   � ���$ %!��     �� ��' &�'���	 �����183   ������    '�� ������ ���$ %!��� ����  � 179 �����   %!��

� ���$ �����	 �!(� ���)������	 ���� 
� ������ *����� ������� ��" �+�!� !��� , �+�����. 
 

5  .+���'�
� 

 

�$�9�, ����� +���'�
� 

 %�����      .��/ 01�����	   2���3 �� 79   ������   
� ���������	 
�	�
	 �+����� 4���+'�	 �'��� ��(�� ��5  ����	 
� 
����)�	 6���� �� �7�� 8�$ &13 % 
� ����'��	 %������	 �����������	 
�	�
	.  
 

   ���'%���    �� 01����	 53      !�� 4���+'�	 %��!"� �+��(�/  � ������     �: 1998    .�/ �:#�� 49      ����)�	 ����	 
� ����� 
�4     ;#5 <��= 
� %������   .�/ ����>��   �� 34 ���� ��         != ���������	 
�	�
	 
� ����'��	 %������	 ��   �+��(�/  �

��!"�%  �: ��= 4���+'�	 1967 ��� &66 ����� ��!"� �+��(�/  �% �� ;����	 �?" 4���+'�	 1988 .�$� 1993. 
 


��;,��)
A�
�   ����
+���'�
�  
%���   01����	 �� 31.1 %   %������	 ��  
� ���������	 
�	�
	         �!(�' @!A�	 �B��$� 4���+' �'�� .�: !����

 � 4���+'��40.5 %      ����A�	 �'���	 .�: !��������1	��>	 � 4.1 %       �(�"�	 %	!����	 .�: !���� %������	 ��       
�12.8 %   �$� @���� .�: !����    � 4���+'��� !�#��� C�"� ��11.5 %    C�"� �!�(� .�: %������	 ��.  %����  

  01����	  �� 215  
� ������       4���+'��� !�#�� ���������	 
�	�
	  ���'�� 4���+'�	   ����1	��>	 ����A�	    .�/ �:#�� 
199  
� ������     ����)�	 ����	 �16 ������   ;#5 <��= 
�    ���A� &165  
� ������  	 
�	�
	   4���+'��� !�#�� ���������
 ���'������)�	 ����	 
� �+����� @!A�	 �B��$� 4���+' . 
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 ���4  : ���	
 ���
���� �
���
�� ���������� ������ �� �
������ ����� �� 
��� !�" #�
������ �$ �2003 

 

<�4���
� �� J����
� ���(� 

  D�� 01��� ��      ��� ����'��	 %������	 2003& ����  �� 202          ��!" �+�!� !��� , ���������	 
�	�
	 
� �����'� ������ 
    <�	����� ;����/   .��/ ��:#��200&;#5 <��= 
� ������� ����)�	 ����	 
� �����  �	� 245 ;�����  �A� ����� 

    ��:���	� �����1��	 <�	����	 
3� &    .�/ �:#�� 222     � ����)�	 ����	 
� ����� 23    &;#5 <��= 
� �����    �� �+�
 2��3 C�"� 84      �A� ����1��	 <�	���	 ;�����  �A� ������    
3� &   .�/ �:#��79     � ����)�	 ����	 
� ����� 5  %����� 

;#5 <��= 
�  . 

 

���� ��;= +���'�
� 

   ������	  01���.�/     �(� �� 6��531         
� ���: 4���+' �'�� �+�!� !��� ����  ���������	 
�	�
	   2���3 435  ����� 
    �+� ������        .�/ �:#�� 
3� &�:���	 �	!� .�: 4���+'�	405     � ����)�	 ����	 
� %����� 30     &;#5 <��= 
� ����� 

        
��	 ���������	 
�	�
	 
� %������	 !!�: E����     ��!" �+�!� ����� 4���+'�	      �� �=	 �!��� ���( 5  ����� %�:��       
6     ����)�	 ����	 
� �+����� &%�����   .���    �� 4����	 �(� 
�   �3 �����    ���������	 
�	�
	 
� %   �+�(� 4���+'�	 

 �� �=� �!���5������ %�:�� ����)�	 ����	 
� �+����� &.  
 

9����
� ��
� J��# �� ����
� �'(� �(�4
 +���'�
� 

      �� .�/ 01����	 %�����79    
� ������  ���������	 
�	�
	       � &���: 4���+' �'�� �+�!� !��� , 332    
���� ������  ��
   �'��� !���� 4���+'  ���!= & � 208 ����� %     <��A�	 ��'�� �� 
���� &4���+'�	 �224 F���� !��� �� 
���� ������ 

 ��54���+'�	 ��!"� ������  . 

 

+���'�
� J��# �� �
�
���
� �
����
� 

        ���� 
� ��������	 �������� ������� ����4���+'�	   ��� 200     � ���������	 
�	�
	 
�� ������  �+�#�  %,�$� G�'��
   ����A��228        �� ��' &�'���	 ����� �+�#�� ������ 247    �+�#�� ������   ���+'�	 �'�� ���$�4 � 67 �����    ���)� �+�#�� 
 �!(�4���+'�	 �3*����� ������� ��" !��� , �+�'�. 
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6  . ��;�4
� ��
�
� 

 

��;�4
� ��
�
� 1� /*=�
� �	
�� 

 %����      �� D���	 01���� 63 ����        
$(�	 H�(�	 �'��� ��(�� ���������	 
�	�
	 
� ��     6���� �� �7��� 10 % ��
   &����'���	 %�������	    �+��� 46    ����)�	 ����	 
� ������   .  ���545   ������ ��     ��$�	  !"��� ���������	 
�	�
	 

      ��!���	 �+3��� �� I�"���� ���(�(��,	 
3� &    �=	�� �:#�� 521     � ����)�	 ����	 
� ����� 24    <��= 
� �����
 ;#�5.    ��'�    �� 01����	 %���25            �+� 
$(�	 H�(�	 �'�� ��(�/  � ���������	 
�	�
	 
� ������     �: !��1998 
 �+��18� ����)�	 ����	 
� ������ 7;#5 <��= 
� %����� . 

 

9�� 5  :�
&�� �K��L� �� <�4���
� �
(
�)*�
� 0)�  ��;�4
� ��
�
� 1� /*=�
� �	
��� !�	�(�
�2003 

 

��;�4
� ��
�
� 1� /*=�
� 1���7 

  %��� D���	 01���   ���	 	*+�    �� 40             &������ %��$� 
� ��!���	 �+3��� �� I�"�� ���������	 
�	�
	 
� ������  
�
  2��3 ���$ 487          ��!�
	 
� ��!���	 �+3��� �� I�"�� ���������	 
�	�
	 
� ������ .     �!���	 �����	 G�� H��"�� �

        ���� �� �+�� I�"��	  �� 
���	.�/       2��3 ���������	 
�	�
	 
�� &�"J 15       �� �7'� �� I�"�� ������ 50 % ��
        �	� &�������	 %��$� 
� ��!���	 �+3����461  I�"�� ������  ��   �� �7'�  50 %     �+�� ��!�
	 
� ��!���	 �+3��� ��

455      ����)�	 ����	 
�� ������   .  �	�185   �
	 
� �����           ��� ���' �� �=� ��!�
	 �*3 �: !���� ���������	 
�	
 &!$	����A� 100!��� ���� �+�:  �� �7'� 3 ��� ���'  . 

 

          �!(� ��!���	 �����	 �� I�"��	 ��=	�� �'������  ����	  � ������� %	��$� 392   �����    &���������	 
�	�
	 
�
     ��=	�� ��:#��375    ����)�	 ����	 
� ����� & � 17   �����  ;#5 <��= 
�  &     � ������� �+��' D1	�� �!(�� � 374 

 ������       &���������	 
��	�
	 
��    �=	�� �:#��357     � ����)�	 ����	 
� ����� 17    ;#5 <��= 
� �����&  �'��� 
   � ������� �1��� �!(�� 313 �����      &���������	 
�	�
	 
�    �=	�� �:#��298     � ����)�	 ����	 
� ����� 15  �����

   <��= 
�;#5.      C�"� �+� ��             ������� K�:#/ �!(� ��!���	 �+3��� �� ����1	��>	 %��������	 I�"� �=	�� �'��
 ��� 149    ������     &���������	 
�	�
	 
�   �=	�� �:#��147      ����)�	 ����	 
� ����� ����� �����'� ��   <��= 
� 

;#5. 
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 �� �
�
���
� �
����
�J��#��,
� Q�,
�  

   !����417    
�� ������     ���������	 
�	�
	    .�/ ���$�  
$( H�( �'��&   ���A�29     �'�� ���$� �+�#�� ����� 
    � &
$�(�	 H��(�	3  2��274    �+�#�� �����   !���    
����� &������ ��$�38      
��	 ����'��	 L�����	 �� ����� 

���)� �+�#��& �3*����� ������� ��" !��� , �+�'�. 
 

7  .��*,
� <�
��(
� 

 

�(
� ��� �'���*,
� <�
� 

  D���	 01��� %��� �� 193 
� �����'� ������ ���������	 
�	�
	 6���� �� �7�� 
��	� &%������	 ��� ��!" �+�� !��� , 
32 %     
� %������	 <���� �� ���������	 
�	�
	    ����)�	 ����	 
� �+����� &  .  ��'     ����  �A� ���$��	 �����	 ��

   
� %������	328   �	 �� �����          ���������	 
�	�
	 
� %����� ��� ��!" �+� ����� 
��	 %�����&   �=	�� 309 ����� % 
 ����	 
� ����)�	  � 19            
� %������	 ���� I�" !+���  �A� ����� &;#5 <��= 
� ����� 13����� &  �+��12������  
� 

����)�	 ����	. 
 

9�� 6  :�
&�� �K��L� �� <�4���
� �
(
�)*�
� 0)�  �'�
� ��*,
� <�
��(
� 1� /*=�
� �
*�4� 3�	� ��
�
	�(�
��� !2003 

 

<�
��(
� ��� �
��;��*,
�  

     �� .�/ 01����	 %����121      ���������	 
�	�
	 
� �����   %������	 ���  �    �'�� �+�� 
���&   �=	�� 103 ����� %  
� 
    � �����)�	 �����	18     ;#5 <��= 
� ������   .  ���  �� ����� %������	    �7'�       
� <���
	 
� ;�� ��265   �����  
�

 &���������	 
�	�
	 �=	��253� ����)�	 ����	 
� ����� 12;#5 <��= 
� ����� . 
 

<�
��(
� ��� �*
)���*,
�  

  �� .�/ D���	 01��� %����332 ���������	 
�	�
	 
� ����� %������	 ���� �(�" ;����  !"���&  .�/ �:#��308 
 ������%  ����	 
�   � ����)�	 24    ;#5 <��= 
� �����   .    �� �����      
� %������	 ���� ���'	���	  	!"��	74   �����  
�

     &����������	 
��	�
	  �=	��69      ����)�	 ����	 
� ����� �5 ����� %   ;#5 <��= 
�        ��� ��!" ����� , ��$ 
� &
 �� %������	193�����'� ������ . 
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9�� 7  :�
&��K��L� �� <�4���
�  ��
(
�)*�
� 0)�  ��*,
� <�
��(
� ��� �*
)� !�	�(�
��2003 

 

<�
��(
� 1� /*=�
���*,
�  

             
� %������	 �� I�"��� �����'  !"��� F�$�	 �� D���	 01��� %����248   �����     ���������	 
�	�
	 
�  �+��247 
   ����)�	 ����	 
� �����      ;#5 <��= 
� �A� !$	� �����     2��3 ��� &228 ����   ��    ���������	 
�	�
	 
�  �7'� F�$�

   ���50 %   %�������	 ��� &  �+���227����)�	 ����	 
� �����   . �� D���	 01��� %��� ��'83 ������  
�	�
	 
�
  � ����������	   %������	 �� I�"��� �����' ��!�	  !"��& �+�� 62����)�	 ����	 
� ����� &�� �	� ���  
��	 %������	 
���� ��!�  �A��+��& 2��3 62 �� �7'� ��!�  �A� ����� 50 %�+������ ��& �+�� 41����)�	 ����	 
� ����� . 

 

<�
��(
� <���� 

     01���� %�����	D�� �� &  
� ���(�	 %������	 %��'� !!: ���������	 
�	�
	 E�� 194 �+�� ���'� 189 ����	 
� ���'� 
  � �����)�	5    ;#5 <��= 
� %��'�   .    01��� %��� ��'   �� D���	44        ���'$�� �+��'�� !��� ���������	 
�	�
	 
� ���'� 

       �����)�	 �����	 
�� �+������&   ��� 46           ����� &���$��	 ������ �+��'�� !��� ���������	 
�	�
	 
� ���'� 50  ���'� 
 ��M����&�	    �+��� 3    ;#5 <��= 
� %��'� .     E�� !=�     �+�!"��� 
��	 %��'��	 !!:� !$	� ��� �A�  99 '�    
� �+���� ��

 ���� �� �7'� ��= �� ��!"����	 %��'��	 !!: E�� ��$ 
� &����)�	 ����	94���'�  . 
 

���
 �
A
�
�� �
�,
� <��
:P�
�<�<�
��(
�  

  D�� 01��� %���      ��� ����'��	 %������	 2003   �� &   � ������� %	��$ ���� �!(� �'�� %������	 %��'�� 222 ����� 
    �����	 
��	�
	 
������&   �+�� 205 ����� %   ����)�	 ����	 
�  � 17    ;#5 <��= 
� �����     �!(� %��'��	 �'��� &

     � ������� �+���' D�1	��� 200    �+�� ����� 184          ������� �1��� �!(� %��'��	 �'��� ��' ����)�	 ����	 
� �����      
�� 172����� &  �+��156 ����� ����)�	 ����	 
�. 

 

8   . 1���L�� ��:M��
�:L� 

 %�����    D���	 01��� .�/ ��         E�� ���������	 
�	�
	 
� ���7
	 �=	���	 !!: 629 ��=�� &  �+�� 587 ����	 
� ��=�� 
 � ����)�	42    ;#5 <��= 
� ��=��   .             E�� != �+�� ��7N	 .�: G�A���	  � 
��	 ���7
	 �=	���	 !!: �	�177   �+�� &��=�� 

163       � ����)�	 ����	 
�� ���=�� 14 �=���   ;#5 <��= 
� .          
$����	 �?)��?� D�(� 
��	 �=	���	 !!: �	�228 
�=��� �+�� 213�=�� � ����)�	 ����	 
� �15�=�� �;#5 <��= 
�   . 
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Preface 
 
Local authorities provide the essential services and public utilities for Palestinian localities.  
Therefore, the availability of accurate and comprehensive data on local authorities, services, 
public utilities, in addition to other indicators, constitutes a  basic step for the development of 
the localities.  
 
The Local Community Survey 2003 is considered the product of the fruitful cooperation 
between the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) and the data users in both the 
private and public sectors given their provision of the statistical data needed for all fields of 
development. 
 
The assistance of the Ministry of Local Government should also be emphasized, for its role in 
establishing a detailed and comprehensive database covering all Palestinian Governorates.  
 
This report presents the main results of the Local Community Survey which was conducted 
by PCBS during the period from 11/6/2003 to 10/7/2003.  It includes the main characteristics 
of the local authorities, public utilities and services in the localities in addition to other related 
fields including demography and economic activity. 
 
It is our hope that the main findings of this survey will contribute to the development and 
improvement of the localities, as well as providing reliable and useful statistics for Palestinian 
planners and decision–makers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October, 2003                                                                        Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D. 

                                                                                                                    President 
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Introduction 
 

Local authorities attempt to provide the essential services and public utilities for all localities 
in the Palestinian Territory.  The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has initiated 
the implementation of this survey to provide the necessary data for development planning in 
coordination with the different governmental and non-governmental institutions.   

 

The main objective of this survey is to provide reliable and comprehensive data on the 
situation of the local authority in the Palestinian Territory, covering the following issues: 
 

The survey frame was based on the list of localities used in the Population, Housing and 
Establishments Census 1997, which consisted of 708 localities.  In addition, twenty localities 
within that part of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israel in 1967, and they are treated as 
one locality in this report.   
 
There are two sources of data; the first source is the local authority members of the locality as 
they have a good knowledge about the locality matters.  The other source is the surveys that 
have been conducted by PCBS. 
 
The field operations started on 11/06/2003 in the West Bank while it started in 14/06/2003 in 
Gaza Strip.  The fieldwork was finished in 20 days, except for the Jerusalem Governorate 
where it took longer to be finished.   
 
This survey depends on the frame of the Population, Housing and Establishment Census- 
1997 where some problems affected the accuracy of the data as follows: 
 
1.  The presence of a number of localities which do not have authorities and follow other 

neighboring localities, and therefore considered as followed localities. 
 

2.  The presence of localities which have only one housing unit, in addition to the Bedouins 
groups which were considered as localities during the census and not present anymore. 

 
3.  The difficulty of separation of borders between cities and some camps in Gaza Strip. 
 
4.  There are  differences between the localities names in the census frame and the Ministry of 

Local Government frame. 
 
5.  Those parts of Jerusalem which was annexed by Israel in 1967 localities were considered 

as one locality, due to the difficulties in the collection of accurate and comprehensive 
data about these localities.   

 
Concepts and Definitions: 
    
Locality: A permanently inhabited place, with an independent municipal 

administration or other type of adopted administration. 
    
Confiscated and 

Military Closed 

Area: 

Land that belongs to Palestinians and could not be cultivated 
because it was confiscated or closed by military law 

    
Economic It is an evaluation of the cost of production compared to the output 
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Feasibility: of the activity 
    
Springs: Water that is discharged from the ground at an intersection point 

between the topographic surface and the groundwater table, it 
could be permanent or seasonal, and it is considered as one of the 
natural resources for irrigation. 

    
Water Well 

(Artesian Wells): 

A deep hole of a small diameter that is drilled in the ground to 
encounter groundwater, which is then pumped out to be used for 
different purposes. 

    
Economic Activity: The establishment being engaged in type of work, which 

represents the majority of the production, or the work that the 
establishment took its license for. 

    
Public Water 

Network: 

A net of pipes for the purpose of providing clean water to 
households. It normally belongs to a municipality, the council or 
to a private company. 

    
Electricity Service: Availability of public electricity grid inside the community.  
    
Private Generator: A generator owned by a person or a group of persons for the 

purpose of covering electricity needs. 
    
Solid Waste 

Disposal: 

Waste elimination techniques comprising landfills containment, 
underground disposal methods. 

    
Waste Collection: Collection or transport of waste to the place of treatment or 

discharge organized by municipal services or similar institutions, 
by public or private corporations, specialized enterprises or by the 
government. 

  
Cesspit: Well or pit in which night-soil and other refuse is stored; 

constructed with either tight or porous walls. 
    
Dumping Site: Site used to dispose of solid wastes without environmental control. 
    
Basic Education 

Stage: 

The first ten scholastic years of schooling on which other stages of 
education depend. 

    
Secondary 

Education: 

A tow-stream (literary and scientific streams).  It consists of the 
first and second secondary grades. 

    
Local Authority: Is a governmental entity authorized by one of the ministries to 

have competence for providing public services, and handling all 
the community affairs. 
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1.  Population 

Population projections reveal that mid year population in 2003 totaled 3,647,875 persons, of 
whom 2,313,609 in the West Bank and 1,334,266 in Gaza Strip.  And the population 
projection reveal of males in the Palestinian Territory in mid of 2003 is 1,847,684, as where 
1,800,191 of females. 

 

Figure 1:  Population Projections in the Palestinian Territory in the Mid Year 2003 by 

Region  

 

2.  Number of localities  

According to the official frame of localities adopted by PCBS and the Ministry of Local 
Governments, there are 686 localities in the Palestinian Territory.  The localities are 
distributed by type as 54 urban, 603 rural, and 29 refugee camps.  (For the purpose of this 
survey 76 localities were excluded in the presentation of the results due to the fact that some 
of them are not populated or affiliated in terms of administration and services to other 
localities).  In addition, twenty localities within that part of Jerusalem which  were annexed 
by Israel in 1967 were treated as one locality.   

 
3. Local Authorities 

 

Type of local authority 

The results of local community survey 2003 show that there are 521 local authorities in the 
Palestinian Territory distributed by type as 107 municipalities, 11 local councils, 374 village 
council or project committee, and 29 director of refugee camp, while the results of 1998 
survey show that there were 503 local authorities in the Palestinian Territory.  It is worth 
mentioning that 99 local authorities provide services for more than one locality. 
 

Figure 2:  Distribution of Local Authorities in the Palestinian Territory by Current 

Type of Local Authority and Region, 2003 
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Number of local authorities members 

The results reveal that the total local authorities members in the Palestinian Territory are 
3,779, of which 3,713 males against 66 females (1.7%) in comparison with 3,574 local 
authorities member in the Palestinian Territory in 1998.  All female members are in the West 
Bank local authorities.   
 
The number of localities in the Palestinian Territory which constituted from more than 14 
members is 13 localities, 12 of which are in the West Bank and one locality is in Gaza Strip.  
Also the data show that, there were 46 localities have females in there member and all of them 
in West Bank. 
 
Table 1:  Distribution of Local Authorities in the Palestinian Territory by Current Local 

Authority Members and Region, 2003 

Number of members 
Region 

Less than 5 7�5 10�8 13�11 14+ Total 

Palestinian Territory 

75 249 130 54 13 521 

West Bank  70 241 119 49 12 491 

Gaza Strip 5 8 11 5 1 30 

 
Paid employees in the local authorities 

The results show that the number of paid employees in the local authorities in the Palestinian 
Territory in 2003 amounted to 11,493 employees, of which 10,797 are males and 696 females, 
while the corresponding figure in 1998 was 9,101 employees.  The results of 2003 indicated 
that the number of local authorities employing more than 100 employees amounted to 15 local 
authorities, and there are 255 local authorities employing 1-10 employees.  Furthermore, 159 
local authorities do not have paid employees, 155 of them are in the West Bank and 4 in Gaza 
Strip. 
 
Table 2:  Distribution of Local Authorities in the Palestinian Territory by Number of 

Paid Employees in Local Authority and Region, 2003 

Number of waged employees 
Region 

0 10-1 30-11 50-31 100-51 101+ Total 

Palestinian Territory 159 255 70 11 11 15 521 

West Bank  155 249 62 9 7 9 491 

Gaza Strip 4 6 8 2 4 6 30 

 
Provided services  

The local authorities in the Palestinian Territory provide the service of waste collection for 
294 localities, and the service of street cleaning for 231 localities.  Also the local authorities 
provide 232 localities by electricity services, and 226 localities by water services, and only 53 
localities with sanitary services.   
 
Local authority headquarters  

There are 366 localities with local authority headquarters according to year 2003 results.  The 
average area of the headquarters in the Palestinian Territory is 393.4 m2.  This average is 
higher in Gaza Strip (751.3 m2) than in the West Bank (230.8 m2).   
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Concerning the tenure of these headquarters in the Palestinian Territory, results show that 
they are owned in 248, while they are rented in 96 localities. 

 

Table 3:  Distribution of Local Authorities in the Palestinian Territory by the 

Characteristics of Headquarter and Region, 2003 

Characteristics of headquarter  

Ownership Region Average area 

(m2) Owned Rented Other Total No headquarter 

Palestinian Territory 393.44 248 96 22 366 155 

West Bank 230.80 226 92 22 340 151 

Gaza Strip 751.25 22 4 0 26 4 

 

The developmental needs for local authorities 

The results indicate that 98 local authorities reported there needs to upgrade the capacity of 
technical and administrate staff, 68 reported the need for computers, while 189 reported the 
need for premises and necessary funding for development projects.  
 
3.7  The structural plan of localities 

There are 427 localities in the Palestinian Territory have a structural plan of which 397 
localities in the West Bank, and 30 localities in Gaza Strip, however, the number of localities 
that have approved structural plans is 356. 
 
4.  Water 

 

Connection to public water network 

The  results of local community survey in 2003 reveal that there were 205 localities in the 
Palestinian Territory do not have public water network (34%), of which 204 in the West 
Bank.  The results reveal also that 42 localities were connected to public water network after 
1998, of which 35 in the West Bank. 
 
Source of public water network 

Regarding the main source of water, data show that 117 of the connected localities to public 
water networks in the Palestinian Territory in 2003 get water through Mekorot Israeli 
company, while 99 of the connected localities to the public network in the West Bank get 
water through the West Bank Water Department.  However in Gaza Strip, 21 of the connected 
localities to the public network get water through Wells, and only 5 localities get water 
through Mekorot Israeli company. 
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Figure 3:  Distribution of Localities which Connected to Water Network in the 

Palestinian Territory by the Main Water Network Source and Region, 2003 
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Number of participants connected to public water networks 

The total number of participants connected to public water networks in the Palestinian 
Territory is 360,381 of which, 256,650 are from the West Bank and 103,731 are from Gaza 
Strip. 
 
Table 4:  Number of participants in Public Water Networks in the Palestinian Territory 

by Type of Participation and Region, 2003 

Number of participants by type 
Region 

Households Commercial Industrial Agricultural Others Total 

Palestinian Territory 

337,243 7,713 12,434 2,118 873 360,381 

West Bank  247,462 5,058 2,063 1,522 545 

256,650 

Gaza Strip 89,781 2,655 10,371 596 328 

103,731 

 
Availability of water services 

The results of the Local Community Survey 2003 indicate that 220 localities in the Palestinian 
Territory are access to water for 24 hours from 405 localities which have a public water 
network, distributed to 208 localities in the West Bank, and 12 localities in Gaza Strip.   
 
Availability of water storage tanks in the locality 

The results indicate that 250 localities in the Palestinian Territory do not have drinking water 
storage tanks, compared to 20 localities that have public drinking water storage tanks with a 
storage capacity between 10 to 100 m3. On the other hand, 24 localities have public drinking 
water tanks with a storage capacity higher than 1001 m3, of which 17 localities in the West 
Bank, and 7 localities in Gaza Strip  
 
Alternative sources of the public water network 

The results indicate that 57 localities in the Palestinian Territory depend on ground water 
wells as an alternative to the public water network, of which 42 localities in the West Bank, 
and 15 localities in Gaza Strip.  And 361 localities in the Palestinian Territory depend on 
rainwater collecting wells as an alternative to the public water network, of which 355 
localities in the West Bank, and 6 localities in Gaza Strip.  
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The problems faced by the locality in obtaining drinking water services  

The results show that 205 localities in the Palestinian Territory hove no public water network, 
and 258 localities in the Palestinian Territory have old networks. And 239 localities suffer 
from the problem of interruption of water supply, and 150 localities suffer from the problem 
of non-served areas.   

 
Table 5: Localities in the Palestinian Territory by Problems Faced by the Locality in 

Obtaining Drinking Water Services and Region, 2003 

The problems faced by the locality in obtaining drinking water 

services 

Region Interruptio
n in water 
supply 

Old 
water 

network 

Non-
served 
areas 

Water 
contaminati

on 

Other
s 

No 
network 

Palestinian 

Territory
239 258 150 83 70 205 

West Bank  218 250 142 72 68 204 

Gaza Strip 21 8 8 11 2 1 

 
Developmental projects in the water sector 

It is worth mentioning that most localities in the Palestinian Territory require developmental 
projects.  There are 310 localities that need a public water tank, 159 localities need to expand 
their network, 183 localities are without network and 179 localities have problems in water 
supply and need to change the water source.  However there are no plans and budgets to fulfill 
these requirements.  
 
5.  Electricity 

 

Connection to public electricity networks 

Data show that 79 localities (13%) in the Palestinian Territory are not connected to public 
electricity network. 
 
Also, the findings indicate that 53 localities in the Palestinian Territory were connected to 
electricity after 1998, distributed to 49 localities in the West Bank, and 4 localities in Gaza 
Strip.  And 34 Localities in the Palestinian Territory were connected to electricity before 
1967, while 66 localities were connected to electricity between 1988 and 1993.    
 
Main electricity network source  

The findings of the Local Community Survey 2003 indicate that 31.1% of localities in the 
Palestinian Territory depend on the Jerusalem Governorate Electricity Company, 40.5% 
depend on Israeli Electricity Company, 4.1% depend on private generators, 12.8% depend on 
other local authorities, and 11.5% depend on other sources.  Data also show that 215 localities 
in the Palestinian Territory are provided with electricity by the Israeli Electricity Company, of 
which 199 localities in the West Bank, and 16 localities in Gaza Strip, in addition to that 165 
localities are provided with electricity by the Jerusalem Electricity Company and all of them 
are in the West Bank.   
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Figure 4: Distribution of Connected Localities to Electricity in the Palestinian Territory 

by Main Source of Electricity and Region, 2003 
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Street lighting services 

Street lighting services was not provided for 202 localities in the Palestinian Territory, of 
which 200 localities in the West Bank, and 2 localities in Gaza Strip.  There are 84 localities 
have lights for the main streets only, distributed to 79 localities in the West Bank, and 5 
localities in Gaza Strip.  Nevertheless, 245 localities have lights for both the main streets and 
sub-streets, distributed to 222 localities in the West Bank, and 23 localities in Gaza Strip. 
 
Quality of electricity services  

The results of the Local Community Survey 2003 indicate that there are 435 localities in the 
Palestinian Territory have a 24 hours electricity service, distributed to 405 localities in the 
West Bank and 30 localities in the Gaza Strip.  There are 26 localities that have partial 
electricity service and all of them in the West Bank.  
 
The electricity problems that the locality faces 

The findings of the Local Community Survey 2003 indicate that 79 localities in the 
Palestinian Territory have no electricity network, 332 localities have old electricity networks, 
208 localities have problems in electrical current disconnection, and 224 localities have non-
served areas. 
 
Developmental projects in the electricity sector 

It is worth mentioning that most localities in the Palestinian Territory require development 
projects.  There are 200 localities that need a strengthening electricity converter, 228 localities 
need to expand their network, 247 localities need to improve the electricity network, and 67 
localities have problems in electricity supply and need to change the electricity source.  
However there are no plans and budgets to fulfill these requirements.  
 

6. Wastewater 

 

Wastewater disposal method 

The results of the survey in 2003 reveal that 63 localities (less than 10%) are connected to 
public sewage system, of which 46 localities in the West Bank.  In addition 545 localities use 
cesspit for wastewater disposal, of which 521 in the West Bank and 24 in Gaza Strip.  And the 
data show that there are 25 localities in the Palestinian Territory connected to the wastewater 
network after 1998, of which 18 localities in the West Bank and 7 localities in Gaza Strip 
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Figure 5: Distribution of Localities in the Palestinian Territory by Wastewater Disposal 

Method and Region, 2003 

 
Wastewater disposal sites 

The results of local community survey 2003 show that there are 40 localities in the Palestinian 
Territory dispose their wastewater in treatment plants, while 487 localities dispose their 
wastewater in the valleys.  In the Palestinian Territory there are 15 localities in which more 
than 50% of their wastewater is disposed in treatment plants while 461 localities dispose more 
than 50% of their wastewater in the valleys.  The results also show that 185 localities in the 
Palestinian Territory are located at a distance of less than one km from the valleys and 100 
localities located more than 3 km. 
 
Developmental projects in the wastewater sector 

There are 417 localities in the Palestinian Territory need construction of sewage network, and 
274 localities need treatment plants, 38 localities need to cover the open channels of waste 
water and finally there are 29 localities that need to develop the sewage network and there are 
no plans and no budgets to fulfill these requirements. 
 

7. Solid waste 

 

Doer of solid waste collection  

The results reveal that 193 localities (32%) do not have the services of collecting solid waste.  
The local authorities provide collecting solid waste services in 328 localities, of which 309 in 
the West Bank and 19 in Gaza Strip; while private contractors collect the solid waste in 13 
localities of which 12 in the West Bank.   
 
Figure 6:  Distribution of Localities in the Palestinian Territory by Doer of Solid Waste 

Collection and Region, 2003 
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Periodicity of solid waste collection 

The wastes are collected daily in 121 localities in the Palestinian Territory, distributed to 103 
localities in the West Bank and 18 localities in Gaza Strip.  The collection is made more than 
once a week in 265 localities, 253 of them in West Bank and 12 in Gaza Strip. 
 
Mean of solid waste collection 

The wastes are collected by using a specialized car in 332 localities in the Palestinian 
Territory, of which 308 localities in the West Bank and 24 localities in Gaza Strip.  Also there 
are 74 localities in the Palestinian Territory which use a tractor as a mean of collecting 
wastes, 69 of these localities are in the West Bank.  

 
Figure 7:  Distribution of Localities in the Palestinian Territory by Mean of Solid Waste 

Collection and Region, 2003 

 
Solid waste disposal 

Burning is used as a mean to get rid of solid wastes in 248 localities, 228 localities burn more 
than 50% of its wastes, 227 of these localities are in the West Bank.  Also, there are 83 
localities that bury their wastes, 62 localities bury more than 50% of their wastes. 
 
Dumping sites 

The number of dumping sites in the Palestinian Territory in 2003 is about 194, of which 189 
are located in the West Bank and 5 in Gaza Strip.  Also, there are 99 dumping sites used by 
one locality, and 94 used by more than one locality. 
 
The health and environmental effects of the dumping sites 

Dumping sites are considered as sources of insects for 222 localities in the Palestinian 
Territory, sources of bad smell for 200 localities and sources of epidemic diseases for 172 
localities.  
 

8.  Touristic and archeological sites  

The results show that the number of archeological sites in the Palestinian Territory is 629, 
where 587 of them are in the West Bank and 42 in Gaza Strip.  The number of touristic sites 
is 228, of which 213 sites are in the West Bank and 15 sites in Gaza Strip. 
 

9. Education 

 

The basic schools 

The database of the yearly educational survey 2002/2003 shows that the number of basic 
schools in the Palestinian Territory is 1,404, of which 1,009 are in the West Bank and 395 in 
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Gaza Strip.  The total number of students in the Palestinian Territory amount to 698,527 of 
which 357,110 are in the West Bank and 341,417 in Gaza Strip.  The total number of teachers 
in the Palestinian Territory is 22,690 of which 12,768 are in the West Bank and 9,922 in Gaza 
Strip.  The number of administrators is 2,997 where 2,176 of them are in the West Bank and 
821 in Gaza Strip. 
 
The secondary schools 

The number of secondary schools in the Palestinian Territory is 602, where 518 of them are in 
the West Bank and 84 in Gaza Strip.  The total number of secondary school students in the 
Palestinian Territory is 285,581 where 225,197 of them are in the West Bank and 60,384 are 
in Gaza Strip.  The total number of secondary school teachers in Palestinian Territory is 
12,597 of which 10,103 in the West Bank and 2,494 in Gaza Strip.  The number of 
administrators is 1,889 where 1,682 of them are in the West Bank and 207 in Gaza Strip. 
 
10. Agriculture 

The data of the agricultural statistics year 2001/2002 show that the total area of fruit trees is 
about 1,181,239 dunums.  While the area of vegetables is about 174,534 dunums, and the total 
area of field crops is 495,297 dunums. 
 
The local community survey for 2003 showed that there are 442 localities (73.0%) of the all 
localities in the Palestinian Territory) with unused areas for agriculture due to the 
unavailability of water, economic situation, and lack of workers and/or due to confiscation by 
Israeli occupation authorities.  
 
The total length of agricultural roads in the Palestinian Territory is about 9,732 km.  The 
roads within 107 localities suit vehicles, while the roads of 380 localities suit tractors. The 
roads of 88 localities are only suitable for animals.  On the other hand, the results of the 
survey show that there are 1,259 water springs in 184 localities within the West Bank while 
there are no water springs in Gaza Strip.   
 
11. Economic sectors 

The number of establishments that work in quarrying and manufacturing sector in the 
Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip for 2002 is 14,179 establishments with 65,526 workers 
for 2002. 
 
The number of establishments that work in construction and building sector in the Remaining 
West Bank and Gaza Strip for 2002 is 346 establishments with 3,507 workers. 
 
The number of establishments that work in internal trade sector in the Remaining West Bank 
and Gaza Strip for 2002 is 39,084 establishments with 76,874 workers. 
 
The number of establishments that work in transport, storage and communications sector in 
the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip for 2002 is 469 establishments with 3,720 workers. 
 
The number of establishments that work in service sector in the Remaining West Bank and 
Gaza Strip for 2002 is 12,978 establishments with 44,399 workers. 
 



 

[26] 

 

 



 

[27] 

 

 

References 

 
1. Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1995, The Communities survey for 1994.  

Main Finding.  Ramallah – West Bank. 
 

2. Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1997, Communities Survey in Ramallah 
and  El-Bireh Governorate.  Ramallah – Palestine. 

 
3. Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1998.  Population Housing and 

Establishment Census 1997, Census Final Results – Summary (Population, 
Housing Units, Buildings and Establishments).  Ramallah – Palestine. 

 
4. Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1998.  Population, Housing and 

Establishment Census 1997.  Final Results:  Establishments Report.  Ramallah – 
Palestine. 

 
5. Palestinian Central Bureau of statistics, 1998.  Agricultural statistics, 1996/1997.  

Ramallah – Palestine. 
 

6. Palestinian Central Bureau of statistics, 1999.  Local Community Survey. 1999, 
Main Finding.  Ramallah – Palestine.   

 
7. Palestinian Central Bureau of statistics, 2003.  Economic Surveys Series. 2002, 

Main Finding.  Ramallah – Palestine.   
 

 


