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PALESTINIAN CHILDREN-ISSUES AND STATISTICS. No (4), 2001

Chapter 1

 Demographic Reality
The demography of the Palestinian children is special since the impact of the political and social changes have left their impacts on the Palestinian society. Such changes underlined the state of children in the society. Moreover, the demography of Palestinian children is connected to the traditions of the Palestinian society.

The aim of analyzing, presenting, and evaluating statistics is to develop a national working mechanism to monitor the state of the Palestinian children and the extent of fulfilling their rights. It also aims at raising the level of awareness about the importance of planning, legislation, prioritizing, and fulfilling needs among decision makers, planners, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and those who lobby for the rights of the child.

This Chapter covers a list of significant demographic indicators. It is generally in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1989. It is also specifically in line with the National Work Plan of the Palestinian Child of 1995.
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Population Growth

Time series of population growth of 1997-2000 show an increase in the growth of the population due to natural growth and high childbirths and relative drop in infant mortality. The population of the Palestinian Territory was 3.2 millions, in mid 2000, of which 63.9% in the West Bank (2.012 millions) and 36.1% in the Gaza Strip (1.138 millions). The population of the Palestinian Territory increased from 2.2 millions in mid 1997 to 3.2 millions in mid 2000. The natural growth of the Palestinian Territory (3.6%) is considered among the highest rates in the Arab world (2.4%). The natural growth in the Palestinian Territory is 1.2 percent higher than the natural growth in the Arab world in 2000, while the world annual population growth is 1.4%.  
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Child Gender

Population estimates of the Palestinian Territory for mid 2000 show a little increase in the number of males below the age of 18 years. The number of males below the age of 18 years in mid 2000 was 854,004. However, the number of females below the age of 18 years in mid 2000 was 823,003 at sex ratio of 103.0 compared to 757,000 males and 727,000 females at sex ratio of 104.1 in mid 1997. There has not been a major change in the sex ratio of children below 18 years of age from 1997 to 2000. In the West Bank, the number of males below the age of 18 years was estimated at 525,009, whereas, the number of females below the age of 18 years was estimated at 505,006 at sex ratio of 104.0. In Gaza Strip, the number of males was estimated at 328,004, whereas, the number of females was estimated at 317,008 at sex ratio of 103.3.

Figure (1-1): Sex Ratio for Children (under 18 years) in the Palestinian Territory by Region, 1997-2001
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory, 1997-2025. Ramallah-Palestine.
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The study of the childhood age structure is significant since high rate of childbirths mean an increase of burdens to the parents and the state. It also reflects the rights of the children and their needs that the parents and the society must fulfill. A child undergoes several stages of growth during the early years after birth, school years, and becoming a teenager until he/she become an adult who can be independent.  In the mid of 2000, the Palestinian society in the Palestinian Territory was young; the number of individuals whom aged less than 18 years was estimated with 53.3% of the total Palestinian population of the Palestinian Territory (1.678 millions). 

Children aged (0-4 years) were 18.5% of the total Palestinian population living in the Palestinian Territory in 2000. Children at such age need protection against physical harm. They also need sufficient nutrition and healthcare. Their parents require assistance in educating their children on how to understand the world around them and to take care of themselves. Children aged (5-9 years) were 15.6% of the total population. Children at this stage start preparing for primary school and they require fulfillment of the aforementioned needs. They also need opportunities to develop their physical skills; moreover, they need encouragement to develop their language skills, which can be done through reading. They also need encouragement to cooperate, help others, participate, and express themselves.  Children aged 10-14 years were 12.8% of the total population. At this stage, children need strong grounds to stand on in order to explore the self and face mistakes. They also need such grounds for expressing their opinions through taking part in different activities. Children aged (15-17 years) were approximately 6.4% of the Palestinian population in the Palestinian Territory. This stage is the final stage of childhood and children become more independent and responsible.

Figure (1-2): Percent of Children (under 18 years) of the Total Population in the Palestinian Territory, 2000
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory, 1997-2025. Ramallah-Palestine.

Fertility

Fertility rate is influenced by social habits, marriage age, women attitude towards having children, the use of contraception, and the countries’ family planning policies. The Health Survey, 2000 indicates that fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory is 5.9 children. There is a clear distinction in fertility rate of the West Bank at 5.5 children and Gaza Strip at 6.8 children. However, there are evidences that fertility rate started to drop at the start of the last decade of the past century. The contribution of females aged 15-19 to the total fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory dropped from 9.4% in 1995 to 6.5% in 1999.  Fertility rate of the Palestinian Territory is very high when compared to fertility rate in other countries of the world. In Arab countries, for instance, fertility rate reached 4.4 children in 2000. Such rate reflects the developing countries’ attitude towards having children.

Births Rate

Several direct and indirect factors can influence birth rate. The most prominent of these factors include: the levels of fertility, advanced health services, the care that the state provides for mothers and children, and the low mortality rates. The number of children below 18 years rose in the middle of the past decade from 1.3 millions to 1.7 millions in the middle of 2000.  PCBS’ estimates indicate a drop in the Crude birth rate in the past decade. It was estimated at 42.7 per 1000 people in 1997; however, it dropped to 40.7 in 2000. The crude birth rate of the Palestinian Territory is higher than the crude birth rate of all Arab countries, which stood at 29.1 in 2000. It is expected that the crude birth rate will drop to 34.9 in 2010; such drop is related to a drop in fertility rate as well as the success of the health programs towards birth. 

Mortality

Mortality rate reflects the extent of advancement of health and medicine of a state, whether preventive or curative. The rise in the infant mortality rate, especially death amongst the newly born, is related to bad pregnancy timing, low birth weight, and premature birth. The mortality rates in the Palestinian Territory in general are dropping because of the plans that support health care, health awareness among people, the aim to provide heath insurance and health services for the residents, as well as paying attention to necessary inoculation. The mortality rate dropped specifically among infants at the start of the past decade. Crude death rate totaled 4.78 per 1000 people in 1997 and kept dropping towards the end of the decade. The mortality rate among infants also dropped between 1990 and 1994 from 27.3 to 25.5 per 1000 births in 1995-1999. Henceforth, life expectancy in the Palestinian Territory increased to 72.0; 70.3 for males and 73.4 for females in 2000. Such figure is higher than that of the Arab countries, which stood at 67.6 in 2000. It is expected that life expectancy in the Palestinian Territory will keep rising to reach 73.8 for males and 76.7 for females in 2025.

Figure (1-3): Crude Birth and Death Rates in the Palestinian Territory, 1997- 2025


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory. 1997-2025             Ramallah-Palestine.

Maternal Mortality 

Maternal mortality rate in the Palestinian Territory ranged from 70-80 deaths per 100,000 births, 1995. It is higher among mothers aged 15-19 at 93. Mothers’ sickness during pregnancy has negative impact on the fetus, which could become sick, disable, or die. Therefore, mothers’ obtainment of their rights to health and education as well as other rights improves the health and education standards of the children.

Figure (1-4): Maternal Mortality Rate (per 100,000 Births) in the Palestinian Territory by Age Groups, 1995

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1997. The Demographic Survey in West Bank and Gaza Strip. Final Results. Ramallah- Palestine.

Refugee Status

Refugee status refers to Palestinians who were forced out of the their lands,, which Israeli occupied in 1948 including their sons and grandchildren. The final results of the Population, Housing, and Establishment Census of 1997 show that 41.4% of the Palestinian population in the Palestinian Territory are refugees; 26.5% in the West Bank and 65.1% in Gaza Strip. 42.0% of Palestinian children below 18 years living in the Palestinian Territory are refugees; 37.0% in the West Bank and 63.0% in Gaza Strip. Those children require care and protection and special family and society’s assistance. Assisting refugee children is part of the national efforts and international cooperation.   

The Children of Diaspora

Children of Diaspora refer to children living outside their homeland, Palestine, due to their parents’ emigration for one or another reason, to other countries. The number of Palestinian refugee children registered with the UNRWA in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, the West Bank, and Gaza Strip totaled 3.74 in mid 2000 (UNRWA statistics.) The study of the living standards of Palestinian refugees in Diaspora in different years show that Palestinian communities in Diaspora are young; the percentages of those under the age of 15 years were as follows: 43.0% for Jordan in 1996, 43.2% for Syria in 1995, 41.1% for Lebanon in 1995, and 40.0% for Iraq in 1989, the figures match the figures of the developing countries. The sex ratio of boys below 15 years in Syria and Lebanon were 105.0 and 106.0 respectively per 100 females. Infant mortality rates were similar to the rates of the developing countries at 32.0 per 1000 births in Lebanon in 2000 and 23.9 per 1000 births in Jordan in 1990-1994.

Early Marriage

Marriage in any society has social and economic dimensions as well as dimensions reflecting the degree of civilization. Data on marriage and divorce in the Palestinian Territory in 1997-2000 show a widespread phenomenon of early marriage especially among females.  According to data, the average age of females at first marriage was 19 years, whereas, it was 24 years for men. Moreover, average age of females at first marriage was 19.0 years, whereas, it was 24.5 years for men in 2000 in the West Bank. The figures for Gaza Strip are 18.7 years for females and 23.6 years for males. The average age of marriage among females who have a BA or higher degrees was 24.2 years and 27.2 years for males in the Palestinian Territory in 2000. This reflects the role of education in limiting early marriage among Palestinians. The average age of marriage for those who have junior high school certificate as a minimum was 17.0 for females and 22.9 for males. 36.0% of Palestinian females who got married were below the age of 18 years; whereas, 2.2% of Palestinian males who got married were below the age of 18 years in 2000. The percentage among West Bank’s females was 34.9% and it was 1.7% among males. In Gaza Strip, however, the percentage was 37.9% among females and 3.0% among males.      

Sex of Head of Household

The findings of the Health Survey of 2000 indicate that female’s head 9.7% of the total Palestinian households. Moreover, findings indicate that the average size of households headed by females was 3.2 whereas the average size for households headed by males was 6.4. Matriarchal families emerge when the male head of the family dies and the children are still young or when a husband leaves his wife and in the cases of divorce and having no male to head the family.          

Living Conditions

Living conditions have psychological and health impacts on children. Labor Force Survey of 1999 shows that 28.2% of Palestinians live in 1-2 bedroom houses; 26.4% in the West Bank and 31.8% in Gaza Strip. The same Survey shows that 12.7% of Palestinians live in five or more bedroom houses. 

Population density indicator (average number of people in one room) is an indicator that should be studied in order to discover its impacts on the education and health of the child. Labor Force Survey of 1999 shows that the average population density in the Palestinian Territory is 2.0 persons per room. The average for Gaza Strip was 2.2 including 2.3 persons per room in refugee camps and 2.1 persons per room in urban areas. For the West Bank, the figures were as follows, 1.9 persons per room; 2.0 in refugee camps and 1.8 for urban areas. The data of the same Survey show that 30.0% of Gaza Strip’s households live in high-density housing units (3 or more persons per room,) however, in the West Bank the figure stood at 20.4%.     

Household Energy Survey, 1999 showed that 97.2% of Palestinian households were connected to the electric power network; 98.1% in the West Bank and 95.4% in Gaza Strip. The data of the Health Survey of 2000 showed that 43.9% of Palestinian households are connected to the public sewers network; 36.5% in the West Bank and 59.3% in Gaza Strip. The data of the same Survey show that 96.2% of Palestinians living in the Palestinian Territory have a safe source of drinking water; 94.9% in the West Bank and 98.6% in Gaza Strip.
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A child means every human being below the age of eighteen years unless, under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier.  (Child’s Rights Convention, Article 1)              





State Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child’s or his or her parent’s or legal guardian’s race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic, or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.                                     (Child’s Rights Convention, Article 2)





More than half of the Palestinians (53.3%) were children below the age of 18 years in 2000





The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to name, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents.                                       (Child’s Rights Convention, Article 7)





State Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health. State Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right to access to such health care services.                                          (Child’s Rights Convention, Article 24)





Mothers’ achievements are children’s achievements. Skillful care during pregnancy and birth plays a crucial role in limiting death and sickness among mothers





State Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is seeking refugee status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with applicable international or domestic law and procedures shall, whether unaccompanied or a companied by his or her parents or by any other person, receive appropriate protection and humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of applicable rights set forth in the present Convention and in other international human rights or humanitarian instruments to which the said States are Parties.            (Child’s Rights Convention, Article 22)
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		العام		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001

		الأراضي		3.97		4.08		4.18		4.27		4.95
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								نسبة الجنس المقدرة في الأراضي الفلسطينية

		السنة		غزة		ضفة
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												معدلا ت المواليد والوفيات  الخام في الأراضي الفلسطينية 1997-2025

		السنة		معدل الوفيات		معدل المواليد

		1997		4.8		42.7

		1999		4.5		41.4

		2001		4.3		40.1

		2003		4		39

		2005		3.9		37.8

		2007		3.7		36.7

		2009		3.6		35.5

		2011		3.5		34.3

		2013		3.4		33

		2015		3.4		31.6

		2017		3.3		30.2

		2019		3.3		29

		2021		3.2		27.7

		2023		3.2		26.5

		2025		3.3		25.3
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