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Chapter 4
Child Cultural and Recreational Reality


Evidently, children are the corner stones of the new society and the future world. Therefore, the concern in human rights in general and in child’s rights in particular, which include cultural and recreational rights marked the past twenty. 

The significance of the child’s culture and monitoring the child’s cultural and recreational rights is the corner stone of building the child’s personality since they constitute the child’s feelings toward beauty, love, and life. They develop the child’s taste of art and beauty and love and belonging to the society and homeland.

Understanding the world of beauty is a major part of the culture of the society. It finds a place in educational and cultural institutions whether locally, regionally, or internationally. Such understanding created the cultural and recreational rights of the child in the Palestinian national plan of the Palestinian child, which was prepared by the national committee and endorsed by the PNA in 1995 to go in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1989.

This Chapter discusses the Status of Child’s Education, Culture, and Entertainment through shedding light on the important cultural issues in the life of the child presented in the role of the family and the society as well as the cultural activities of the child. 

Family Role in the Child’s Culture and Recreation
Family is the base of the society and it is the place where children learn various cultures depending on the education of the family and its economic situation. Families that have cultural and recreational facilities such as home libraries, TVs, PCs, and Internet connection play a greater role in the status of child’s education, culture, and entertainment than the families who lack such facilities. The families’ cultural concerns such as visiting cultural institutions and festivals and art exhibitions, also play a role in the status of child’s education, culture, and entertainment.  

Ownership of the Child’s Family of Cultural Means

Availability of means of knowledge in the family is an important factor in providing the child with culture and entertainment as long as they are used in the best positive manner.

Figure (4-1): Percentage of Children (under 18 years) by Availability of Cultural Means


[image: image1.wmf]12

.

0

93

.

5

41

.

5

1

.

8

10

.

3

92

.

5

52

.

8

0

.

9

0

.

0

10

.

0

20

.

0

30

.

0

40

.

0

50

.

0

60

.

0

70

.

0

80

.

0

90

.

0

100

.

0

Computer

T

.

V

Satellite

Internet

Cultural Means

Percentage

West Bank

Gaza trip

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Media Survey 2000 Database.

The findings of Media Survey 2000 show that 11.3% of the children below 18 living in the Palestinian Territory have computers available at their homes compared to 3.6% in 1997.  The data also showed that computers are less available at the homes of the children in Gaza Strip than the West Bank for the same period (10.3% and 12.0% respectively).

Data show that only 1.4% of households where children below 18 years had computers had Internet connection in the year 2000. The percentage varies between the West Bank and Gaza Strip; for instance, in the West Bank the figure is 1.8% whereas in Gaza Strip the figure is 0.9%.

A nation’s development is measured by the ability of its members to use computers. Having a computer and Internet connection provide a motive for the child to explore knowledge and to learn. They also entertain the child and develop the basic skills to use the computer, which has become on of life’s basic necessities in this modern world.

In 2000, about 93.1% of children under 18 years in the Palestinian Territory live in households that possess TV sets compared to 87.9% in 1997 (which means that there has been an increase of 6.0 %.) Such figures do not significantly vary between the West Bank (93.5%) and Gaza Strip (92.5%).

As for possessing a satellite dish, the findings of the Media Survey 2000 show that 46.0% of the children live in households with satellite dish. Data also show that there are more satellite dishes available for the children of the Gaza Strip (52.8%) than those of the West Bank (41.5%). 

Availability of means of knowledge, excluding televisions, at children’s households is still low in the Palestinian society. Moreover, such availability does not fulfill the child’s cultural and recreational rights, which encourage providing equal and appropriate opportunities of cultural and entertaining activities as Paragraph 2 of Article 31 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulates. The findings of the Population, Housing, and Establishments Census of 1997 show that the percentage of children below 18 years whose families have home library was 12.8% including 14.8% in the West Bank and 9.9% in Gaza Strip.

Entertaining and Educating Games

Modern theories of education consider playing as an important learning method especially for children at kindergartens. Palestinian children play inherited traditional games and play games classified in the education and entertainment. However, there is a shortage in information and studies that discuss children’s games that can evaluate such games and how the Palestinian child benefits from them. Henceforth, there is a need for studies on the children’s games since child’s plays are part of child’s rights. Information indicates that the Ministry of Education is seeking to strengthen introduction of games to kindergartens and basic schools.   

Child’s Usual Daily Activities

The data of the Time Use Survey 1999/2000 indicate that social and cultural activities, use of media, and personal care were the most common activities among children aged 10-17 years. The findings showed that all children aged 10-17 practice personal care and protection, followed by using media at 91.5%, cultural and social activities at 88.8%, and learning at 66.2%. There has not been any significant difference between the percentage of males and females in carrying out such activities. However, according to data, the percentage of male children who carry out chores is 44.8% and for female children it is 83.1%. Data also showed that 25.2% of female children aged 10-17 look after children and elderly and sick people, whereas, 8.6% of male children carry out similar tasks. Such figures show the role the society imposes on children from a young age. 

The data of the Time Use Survey indicate that a Palestinian child spends 47.8% of his/ her day time (688 minutes) on personal care and self- maintenance; 19.6% (282 minutes) on learning; 12.3% (177 minutes) on cultural and social activities; 10.5% (151 minutes) on media; and 4.9% (71 minutes) on chores and shopping for the house.

There is a significant difference, however, between males and females in the time spent on chores and shopping. A girl, for instance, spends 7.6% or 110 minutes a day on chores and shopping, whereas, a boy spends 2.2% or 32 minutes on such tasks. The findings of the survey also reveal that males spend more time in cultural and social activities than females at 14.4% or 208 minutes a day for males and 10.1% or 145 minutes for females.

Such results are justifiable since males usually accompany families in social occasions whereas females, according to social traditions that limit their movement, stay at home.

The Role of the School in the Status of Child’s Education, Culture and Entertainment

Since schools play important roles in developing the children’s cultural interests, they significantly contribute to enhancing talents and hobbies and tastes of the children. Such factors enforce the child’s right to social upbringing, identity, and social belonging.

Educating and Entertaining Tools at Kindergartens and Schools

It is essential to have educating and entertaining tools at nursery schools and schools so that they may carry out their role in developing the cultural interests of the children effectively and to provide them with the right environment to carry out such activities.

Kindergartens’ Libraries

There is no much information about the libraries of the kindergartens, however, 1996/1997 information reveal that 99.0% of them have libraries. Furthermore, there are no many studies about the children’s use of such libraries and how they benefit from them. Furthermore, most kindergartens in the Palestinian Territory in the scholastic year 1996/1997 had libraries; 84.5% of them had less than 100 books and 2.2% of them contained 500 or more books. This shows the necessity of investing in children’s libraries and in conducting more researches to identify how children benefit from libraries.

Figure (4-2): The Percentage Distribution of Kindergartens, which have Libraries by Number of Books in 1996/1997
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           Source: The Ministry of Education. School Library Database, 1997.

Despite availability of books (irrespective to their kind) at kindergartens, most of them do not have special rooms allocated for libraries. The books are placed on shelves in classrooms, at teachers’ rooms, or at the principal’s office. The books are not usually classified.

The statistics of the scholastic year 1999/2000 show that 12.6% of the kindergartens in the Palestinian Territory have rooms allocated for libraries, of which 10.6% in the West Bank and 17.7% in Gaza Strip. There has been a small rise in the number of kindergartens, which have special rooms for libraries between 1996/1997 and 1999/2000, (the percentage increased from 6.5% in the scholastic year 1996/1997 to 12.6% in the scholastic year 1999/2000). 

School’s Libraries

In the scholastic year 1996/1997, all Palestinian schools had libraries except seven schools. However, the number of books varies from one library to another. Books are usually found in libraries, the principal’s office, the corridors, or in classrooms. 

The database of the Education Survey of 1996/1997 show that 43.7% of the schools of the Palestinian Territory have more than 1,000 books in their libraries, 20.8% of them have 500-999 books, 15.0% of them have less than 100 books, and 20.5% of them have 100-499 books. More than three quarters of UNRWA schools have more than 1,000 books in their libraries, whereas, 37.7% of the public schools and 30.6% of the private schools have such number of books in their libraries.

There is a large gap in the number of books between the public schools in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The average number of books for every school in Gaza Strip is 633, which is 488 books less than the number of books at West Bank school (1,121 books).

In the scholastic year 1999/2000, about 43.6% of the schools in the Palestinian Territory had libraries (special room allocated for library); 39.0% in the West Bank and 59.3% in Gaza Strip. There has been a significant improvement in allocating special rooms for libraries. The percentage of schools, which have library rooms increased from 27.3% in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 43.6% in the scholastic year 1999/2000 at an increase of 59.7%.


According to studies in 2000
, 37.4% of public schools students visit school library and 49.9% of students borrow books from them. Students usually borrow books once or twice a week, 61.8% of students find it easy to find information at libraries, 66.5% of students indicated that the books at the school library were not sufficient to fulfill their needs, 83.5% of students said they did not find time at school for optional reading, 56.6% of governmental schools students stated that the schools’ educational system does not encourage scientific research and 68.0% stated that there were no incentives to encourage students to read inside schools. As for librarians, 87.6% of them stated that the number of classes allocated for them were not sufficient to activate the libraries.

 Technological Means of Education and Entertainment at Schools

Technological means of education and entertainment at schools and kindergartens facilitate obtaining knowledge and culture. Such means, which are available at schools and kindergartens, include computers, TVs, VCRs, and cassette players.

In 1999/2000, 27.8% of kindergartens had computers, (30.5% in the West Bank and 20.7% in Gaza Strip). There has been an increase of computers at 91.7% during 1995/1996 through 1999/2000.  61.6% of schools have computers, of which 60.5% in the West Bank and 65.2% in Gaza Strip. The percentage increased from 30.2% in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 61.6% in the scholastic year 1999/2000 with an increase of 104%.

Extracurricular Activities

Schools arrange extracurricular activities annually. They include cultural, social, scientific, and sportive activities that help developing the child’s upbringing.

There were 189 cultural activities in the governmental schools during the scholastic years 1995/1996-1999/2000, including 57 cultural competitions, 5 cultural festivals, and 127 activities celebrating social and national anniversaries. Scientific competitions totaled 21 at an average of 4-5 annually. 

Governmental school organized 56 music competitions including 14 in the scholastic year 1999/2000 as well as organizing 4,000 school trips in the same scholastic year. 

The Ministry of Education carried out 244 summer camps in the scholastic year 1999/2000, with the participation of 37,775 students. In the scholastic year 1995/1996, about 46 summer camps were organized and 6,685 students took part in them.

The number of Male Scout groups increased from 357 in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 961 in the scholastic year 1999/2000, of which 749 in the West Bank and 212 in Gaza Strip.

Thirty sports competitions (15 for males and 15 for females) were held in the scholastic year 1999/2000, while 44 sports competitions were held in 1995/1996 (22 for males and 22 for females.)

The Role of the Social Environment in Child’s Education and Entertainment

The role of the social environment in child’s education and entertainment is as important as the role of the family in this regard. Children’s participation in culture and sport centers, their visiting of art exhibitions and museums as well as practicing hobbies such as painting and playing music, give children the opportunity to be part of cultural, recreational, and artistic life.

Children Watching Television Programs

The Media Survey, June 17-July 15, 2000, which was conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, showed that 94.0% of the children watch television, with no significant difference according to gender or region.  92.8% of children aged 6-17 watch children’s programs, 90.8% watch entertaining programs, 85.3% watch music programs, 66.1% watch sports, 8.8% watch business programs, and 13.9% watch political programs. 

Findings of the survey also show that 38.3% of the children who watch TV prefer to watch it from 2 p.m. to 6.00 p.m., 27.6% prefer to watch it between 6.00 p.m. and 9.00 p.m., and 5.2% of them prefer to watch TV between 9.00 p.m. and midnight.

About 49.3% of children, who watched TV, spend 1-2 hours a day watching television, 38.5% spend 3-4 hours, and 12.2% spend more than five hours. There is no significant difference according to gender or region. 

About 68.0% of the Palestinian families monitor the quality of TV programs their 6-17 aged children watch, 18.3% of the families do sometimes monitor the quality of the TV shows their children watch and 13.7% do not do that.

61.2% of the Palestinian families regularly monitor the number of hours their children spend before television, 18.7% do sometimes monitor the number of hours their children spend before television and 20.% of the households do not do that. The percentage of Palestinian families that monitor the time their children spend before television is higher in Gaza Strip than the West Bank at 72.5% and 54.4% respectively. 

It is important to monitor the quality of TV programs children watch because it directs children toward useful programs and distances them from bad ones. It is also important to monitor the number of hours children spend before television so that the child might not forget about school and learning.

Children Watching Video Films

About 11.2% of children aged 6-17 in the Palestinian Territory watched videos in 2000. There were more children watching videos in the West Bank (14.6%) than Gaza Strip (5.6%). 32.7% of children watch videos every week for an average of one hour, 40.2% of them watch videos for two hours a week, 16.0% spend three hours, 3.5% spend four hours, and 7.6% spend more than five hours. 

Children Listening to the Radio

According to the Media Survey 2000, 31.7% of Palestinian children aged 6-17 in the Palestinian Territory listen to the radio (28.5% males and 35.1% females). The difference between the West Bank and Gaza Strip is not significant.

Data show that 54.0% of children listen to the radio every day for an average of one hour, 31.3% of them spend two hours listening to the radio, 7.4% spend three hours, 4.1% spend four hours, and 3.2% spend more than five hours.

Also, the data showed that 29.1% of the children, who listen to the radio, prefer to listen to it from 2 p.m. to 6.00 p.m., 19.4% prefer to listen between 6.00 a.m. and 10.00 a.m., 19.5% prefer to listen between 10.00 a.m. and midday, and 4.5% of the children prefer to listen to the radio between 9.00 p.m. and midnight.      

Television Programs

Radio Programs

Newspapers and Magazines

The Media Survey 2000 showed that 21.8% of children in the Palestinian Territory read newspapers, of which 26.9% in the West Bank and 13.5% in Gaza Strip. However, the difference between girls and boys in reading newspapers and magazines is not significant.  25.6% of children read magazines with a significant difference between males and females (21.7% for males and 29.6% for females). 31.1% of West Bank children read magazines whereas 16.7% of Gazan children read magazines.

About 25.6% of children read magazines with a significant difference between males and females at 21.7% for males and 29.6% for females. 31.1% of West Bank children read magazines whereas 16.7% of Gazan children read magazines. However, there are no much information about how much children benefit from reading newspapers and magazines, which requires studies to identify how appropriate and beneficial they are for children.

The data of the Time Use Survey indicate that a Palestinian child spends 10.5% of his/her day (or 151 minutes) on media. Watching TV and videos comes in the first place (89.4% or 135 minutes), listening to music and the radio comes second (5.3%), and on reading, which comes in the third place (4.0%).

Children Libraries

A survey titled “The State of Palestinian Children’s Libraries” by the Ministry of Culture in 1998
 revealed that there were 97 children libraries in the Palestinian Territory; 52.6% of them were independent and 45.4% were part of public libraries. The survey showed that 61.0% of the libraries were established after 1990.

The main service children libraries provide do lending out books, painting, and training children to use libraries (60-66%) follow reading inside them (95.8%). 32.0% of libraries show films and hold exhibitions.   

Children Books 

There are no studies on evaluation of the contents of the books children read. Most of the books children read are either translated from foreign languages or written by Arab writers. The number of children’s books, which were written by Palestinian authors since the start of the 20th century to 1996 is not more than 867 books including 377 stories, 89 poetry books for children, 106 plays, and the rest are on general culture and on textbooks. The number of books Palestinians translated totaled 44 books
.   

Children Using Computers

The Media Survey 2000 showed that approximately one quarter (23.0%) of children aged 10-17 use computers. The percentage varies between males and females at 26.4% and 19.5% respectively. The percentage of children who use computers for the West Bank is 25.5% and 18.9% for Gaza Strip.

Data also showed that home is the place where computers are mostly used at 44.4% followed by school at 30.6%, friends’ homes at 10.9% and Internet cafes at 3.9%. 10.3% use computers in other places. 59.2% of children who use computers use them for entertainment and 28.8% of them use computers for learning purposes.  

Children Practicing Cultural and Entertaining Activities

Article 31 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child recognizes “the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts,” for such activities play major role in developing the child’s taste of arts.

The Time Use Survey indicated that 14.3% of children aged 10-17 write, 42.7% play sports, 33.4% paint, and 19.6% attend public lectures. In the West Bank, 32.4% of the children play sports, 13.6% attend public lectures, 26.8% paint. In Gaza Strip, 59.7% of the children play sports, 29.4% attend public lectures, 44.4% paint. The percentage of West Bank children who participate in music and dance troupes is higher than that of Gaza Strip. Girls play less sports (28.9%) than boys (56.0%.)

44.4% of children aged 10-17 in the Palestinian Territory are willing to be involved in cultural activities during their free time but failed to do so. The percentage does not significantly vary between the males and the females (42.2% and 44.5% respectively). 

However, 43.8% of the children said that the main reason that stopped them from carrying out cultural activities was lack of public cultural facilities, 26.3% said they did not have the time, 10.1% blamed it on lack of money, 4.9% did not have any information about cultural activities, 4.1% blamed it on lack of personal motivation, and 2.9% blamed transportation. There is no significant difference between males and females’ attitudes in this regard.

In the West Bank, 52.3% of children said that the main reason that stopped them from carrying out cultural activities was lack of public cultural facilities, 19.5% said they did not have the time, 12.3% blamed it on lack of money, 4.3% did not have any information about cultural activities, 4.2% blamed it on lack of personal motivation, and 3.0% blamed transportation. In Gaza Strip, 32.3% of children said that the main reason that prevented them from carrying out cultural activities was the insufficient number of public cultural facilities. 35.4% said they did not have the time, 7.2% did not have enough money, 5.7% did not have any information about cultural activities at their disposal, 3.9% were not sufficiently interested, and 2.8% blamed it on transportation.

The above data show that children aged 10-17 are motivated to carry out cultural activities but they lack the facilities where they could carry out such activities.

The data is not in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which calls for full participation in cultural and artistic aspects of life and encourages appropriate and equal opportunities for cultural and recreational activities.

Summer Camps

Summer camps are the most common recreational activity. Thousands of children participate in them. They aim at using the children’s time in a constructive manner and to raise children’s awareness in social, cultural, and environmental issues.

The Ministry of Youth organized 134 summer camps in 1998. 42,000 children, including 15,000 in the West Bank and 27,000 in Gaza Strip took part in such summer camps. They included several cultural activities such as radio programs and magazines for notice boards. They represented destroyed Palestinian villages, martyrs…etc. The artistic activities included painting, sculpture, folklore art, acting, folklore dance, and handcrafts. Sport activities and trips were also included as well as lectures on national, historic, geographic, religious, and health issues.  
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State Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts.


State Parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to participate fully in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity.               


(Child’s Rights Convention, Article 31)





88.7% of children below 18 years live in families who do not have computers, 6.9% of children belong to families that do not have TV sets, 54.0% belong to families that do not have a satellite dish, and 98.6% of the children live with families without access to the Internet.





A Palestinian child spends 47.8% of his/her day in personal care and self-maintenance, 19.6% of the day in learning, and 12.3% of the day in cultural and social activities. 10.5% of the day goes to the media and 4.9% goes to in house activities





There has been a small rise in the number of kindergartens, which have special rooms for libraries between 1996/1997 and 1999/2000. The percentage rose from 6.5% in 1996/1997 to 12.6% in 1999/2000





42.3% of public schools, which have libraries, in the West Bank, have more than 1,000 books in their libraries compared to 12.0% in Gaza Strip.





There is 0.8 book per student in Gaza Strip Schools, while there is 3.3 books per student in the West Bank Schools.





56.6% of public schools students stated that the schools’ educational system does not encourage scientific research and 68.0% stated that there were no incentives to encourage students to read inside schools





Availability of computers at schools increased from 30.2% in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 61.6% in the scholastic year 1999/2000 at an increase of 104%.





The children programs on the Voice of Palestine, whether educational, cultural, or cartoons, did not exceed 5.9% of the total annual broadcasting hours of 3,877 in 1999





The children programs on the Palestine Radio, whether educational or cultural, did not exceed 1.0% of the total annual broadcasting hours of 6,944 in 1999





21.8% of children aged 6-17 read the papers and 25.6% of them read magazines





23.0% of children aged 6-17 use computers mostly for entertainment





44.4% of children aged 10-17 in the Palestinian Territory are willing to be involved in cultural activities during their free time. However, the main reason that stops them from doing that is lack of public cultural facilities
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