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Chapter 3

Children Educational Reality


The educational sector is one of the most important sectors in the society, which gets governments’ special attention since it represents real investment in the future of the nations. Educational indicators are used to measure the government and society’s performance in providing suitable environment for children and youths’ right to education. 

Educating children occupied a high priority in many national, regional, and international conferences such as Jumetian Conference on Societal Education in 1990, Dakar Conference on Evaluating Education for all in 2000, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989, which is the most comprehensive convention in the world on human rights. Moreover, human rights conventions have all emphasized providing quality education to children and gave such matter high priority.

Articles 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulate that “State Parties shall make primary education compulsory and available free to all’ and that “education of the child shall be directed to the development of the child’s personality, talents, and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential.” Therefore, joining school and receiving good quality education are main factors to achieving such goal. Moreover, four more Article in the Convention on the Rights of the Child reinforce the comprehensive legal principles of the child’s education including Article 2, which stipulates that “State Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind,’ Article 3, which states, “The best interest of the child shall be a primary consideration,” Article 6 states, “That every child has the inherent right to life…survival and development,” and Article 12, which stipulates, “The child who is capable of forming his or her own views (has) the right to express those views freely.”

There has been an increasing care for educating children in Palestine since all school age children have the right to primary free education regardless of their believes and socioeconomic background and because education is the base for social and democratic development.

Such care has an unequivocal impact on bridging the educational gap between male and female students in basic and secondary education stages since both have recorded approximate comprehensive joining of basic school (from first grade to tenth grade.) Compulsory education has been expanded from six years to ten years and the new Palestinian curriculum was gradually introduced in the scholastic year 2000/2001. There has also been widening of educational facilities, which have reached areas where they were never available before.

Despite the achievements in children education, we cannot underestimate the future challenges of the educational process. It is expected that 100,000 pupils will join the first grade every year, which requires setting forth future educational plans in order to provide new educational environment and capacity to accommodate all of them.

This Chapter deals with the state of children education in Palestine through comparing important educational indicators over the past five years. Such indicators include the basic components of the educational process including, pupils, schools, teachers, and classrooms.

Students

In the out set of the Scholastic year 1999/2000, the average number of students enrolled in the basic, secondary stage and Kindergartens amounted to 942,942 Students. Female Students constitute around 49.4% of the total number of them.  Female percentage varies from one stage to another. While the percentage of female students amounted to 49.5% in the basic education stage, and it amounted to 50.7% in the secondary education stage.

In the scholastic year 1999/2000, we notice that 7.7% of the total number of students enrolled in the secondary education stage, while 84.1% of them enrolled in the basic stage and 8.2% of them enrolled in kindergartens.  Around 59.9% of the total number of the students enrolled in the basic education stage in the West Bank as compared to 40.1% in Gaza Strip. As for students enrolled in the secondary education stage, this percentage amounted to 57.9% in the West Bank and 42.1% in Gaza Strip.

When taking the supervising authority into account, we notice that 62.2% of total students were enrolled in governmental school (586,908 students), 23.7% were enrolled in UNRWA schools (223,085 students), and 14.1% of them were enrolled in kindergartens and Private schools (132,949 students). The data clearly show that most of the burden of education is to the Ministry of Education with a distinction of students distribution according to supervising body between the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The relatively large number of refugee students in Gaza Strip made the educational task of the UNRWA in Gaza Strip bigger than its task in the West Bank.
 

There was a steady increase in the numbers of school students during 1995/1996 and 1999/2000 to a degree that exceeded the expected natural growth. Such increase might have been expected since thousands of Palestinian families returned to the Palestinian Territory from Arab and Gulf States during and after the Gulf War and with the coming of the PNA to the Palestinian Territory. Whereas the percentage increases in the basic and secondary education stage was 30.6% in the period 1995/1996 and 1999/2000 this percentage increase amounted to 34.4% in Gaza Strip and 28.2% in the West Bank. 

Enrollment in Kindergartens

Kindergartens are run by the private sector excluding three Kindergartens, which are run by the Ministry of Education. However, according to effective rules and regulations, Kindergartens must receive the permission of the Ministry of Education.

The number of children at Kindergartens rose from 69,134 in scholastic year 1996/1997 to 77,402 in scholastic year 1999/2000 at an increase of 12.0%, The percentage of females at Kindergartens according to region did not vary a lot. They formed 47.4% in the West Bank and 47.9% in Gaza Strip during school year 1999/2000. This shows that families do not discriminate a lot between boys and girls’ education at this stage. 

While the net enrollment rate in kindergartens is increasing in the West Bank from 32.5% to 34.9% in the scholastic years 1996/1997 and 1999/2000 respectively, its trend is decreasing in Gaza Strip (from 35.0% to 28.1% in the same period). Moreover, enrollment rate among males remained higher than among females.

There were several reasons that caused a relative drop in the averages of children enrolled in kindergartens in the Palestinian Territory. For instance, 21,295 children aged five years enrolled in first grade (based on a decision by the Ministry of Education
 to accept children aged five years and eight months in first grade in the scholastic year 1999/2000). Moreover, some families might not have been able to pay kindergartens fees especially that the GDP per capita is rather low in the Palestinian Territory. Another reason could have been that parents doubted the quality of educational programs and therefore preferred that there children stayed at home or they might have taken other child-caring steps. Additionally, women are 12.3% of the Palestinian labor force
 henceforth; housekeepers dedicated all of their time to care for their children for one reason or another.

Palestine report on Education –General Evaluation 2000- indicated that the educational achievements of the early childhood lack integration and educational activities that could play part in the development of the child’s personality and urge him/her to continue and to master the language. Children education is still instructional, educational approaches and activities vary from one educational institution to another, they also lack curricular programs. Consequently, the aim to build the child’s capacities, help the child absorb and develop skills, assist the child in understanding social values, and help the child to communicate with others and socialize is not there, moreover, the aim to develop the child’s mental capacities and know how skills and use of modern technology is absent, too.

The Report also explains that the Ministry of Education seeks to increase its role in developing kindergartens; however, it faces several problems such as financing, lack of appropriate policies and legislations, and lack of appropriate rules and regulations. Despite the difficulties, the Ministry of Education, in cooperation with other concerned parties, is working on removing all obstacles.        

Enrollment in Basic Education Stage


The number of students at basic stage increased from 611,857 in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 792,990 in the scholastic year 1999/2000 at an increase of 29.6% including 49.4% female students and 50.6% male students. Female students constituted 48.7% of the total number of basic stage’ students and male students constituted 51.3% of the total number of basic stage’ students during the scholastic year 1995/1996. The percentage of females at basic stage according to region in the scholastic year 1999/2000 did not significantly vary between the West Bank at (49.5%) and Gaza Strip at (49.4%). 

Examining the enrollment rate and their variation in the basic education stage and in the scholastic year 1999/2000, we notice that there were 98 female students per 100 male students in the West Bank schools compared to 97 female students per 100 male students in the Gaza Strip. 

Gross and net enrollment rate are indicators of internal sufficiency of the educational system since they reflect phenomena like older age, repetition, and drop out. The varying between the averages during the years 1995/1996-1999/2000 show that cross and net total of enrollment in basic stage increase from one year to another. The gross rose from 91.4% in 1995/1996 to 96.8% in 1999/2000. Moreover, the net enrollment rose from 86.9% to 96.8% in the same period. Total enrollment in basic stage in Gaza Strip is higher than that of the West Bank (101.0% in Gaza Strip and 94.1% in the West Bank in 1999/2000). The same goes for the net enrollment at 96.8% for Gaza Strip and 89.3% for the West Bank for the same scholastic year. Furthermore, girls’ net enrollment in the basic stage is higher than those for boys in the West Bank and Gaza Strip in the scholastic year 1999/2000.

The difference in gross and net enrollment indicates that there are children below and over the official age of joining basic education in basic education stage. This could be the result of various factors such as there are children aged five joining schools, which is one year less than the official age and having students who failed grades, which raises the number of students who are above the official age.

Figure (3-1): Gross Enrollment Rate in the Basic Stage by Area for the Scholastic Years 1995/1996-1999/2000
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2001. Statistical Extracts. (Unpublished data)

Figure (3-2): Net Enrollment Rate in the Basic Stage by Area for the Scholastic 

 Years 1995/1996-1999/2000
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2001. Statistical Extracts. (Unpublished data).

There has been a great achievement in basic education stage during school years 1995/1996-1999/2000. However, it has not reached the required level especially for grades 7-10. Therefore, the five-year strategy of the Ministry of Education
 for joining elementary education has to include opportunities for children joining grades 1-10 and to provide opportunities for returnees’ children joining grades 1-12. Moreover, the plan must increase the number of children joining grades 7-10 to 100% and improve the rates of joining grades 1-10 for all children in areas of insufficient services.

Secondary Stage Education

The number of students at secondary education stage increased from 50,770 to 72,550 students during the scholastic years 1996-2000, at an increase of 42.9%. From gender point of view, female students represented 51% of total number students in the secondary stage in the scholastic year 1999/2000, while they represented 46.4% in 1995/1996.

Female students constituted 46.4% of the total number of secondary stage’ and male students constituted 53.6% of the total number of secondary stage’ 1995/1996. The percentage of females at secondary stage according to region in the scholastic year 1999/2000 varied between the West Bank at 52.1% and Gaza Strip at 49.4%. 

There were 104 female students for every 100 male students in high school in 1999/2000 in the West Bank and 98 female students for every 100 male students at high schools in Gaza Strip. The percentages of joining high school reflect improvement in equality between males and females in high school education. There were significant increases in joining high school in the past five years at 86%, 91%, 94%, 100%, and 104% in the scholastic years 1995/1996-1999/2000 respectively.

Academic education is still more attractive than vocational education. The number of students enrolled in vocational high school reached 2,873 in the scholastic year 1999/2000 or 4% of the total number of high school students. Female students constituted only 23.0% of vocational high school students. On the other hand, they constituted 52.0% of academic high school student. As we follow up the percentages of female and male students in the scholastic years 1995/1996 to 1999/2000, we realize that the percentage of male students joining vocational high schools did not change. The same goes for female students (the percentage of female students joining vocational high school of the total number of high school female students.) There were no changes also in the past five years. 

Educational policies in Palestine have not achieved the required goals in raising the levels of students joining vocational education yet despite the urging of the Ministry of Education of students to do so.

The averages of students joining high school are going down sharply when compared to the very high levels in elementary education. We notice from examining those averages during the scholastic years 1995/1996-1999/2000 that gross and net enrollment in high school increase from one year to another. For instance, total rate rose from 48.0% in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 56.9% in the scholastic year 1999/2000. Moreover, the net total rose from 37.0% in school year 1995/1996 to 44.5% in school year 1999/2000. Gross enrollment rate in secondary school for the scholastic years 1995/1996-1999/2000 in Gaza Strip is a lot higher than that of the West Bank at 65.6% in Gaza Strip and 51.9% in the West Bank in 1999/2000
. The same goes for the net average at 49.3% for Gaza Strip and 41.7% for the West Bank for the same scholastic year. Furthermore, females’ enrollments in secondary schools are higher than those for males in the West Bank and Gaza Strip in the scholastic year 1999/2000.

Figure (3-3): Gross Enrollment Rates in Secondary Schools by Region in the Scholastic Years 1995/1996-1999/2000
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Statistical Extracts. (Unpublished data)
Figure (3-4): Net Enrollment Rates in Secondary Schools by Region in the Scholastic Years 1995/1996-1999/2000
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Statistical Extracts. (Unpublished data).
Students with Special Needs

The data of the Population, Housing, and Establishments Census of 1997 indicate that 41.7% of the children of special needs in the Palestinian Territory are in schools. However, the percentage increases with the increase in age irrespective of gender. It seems that children with special needs in the West Bank have better educational opportunities than those of Gaza Strip. As for disabled females, their enrollment in schools is less than it should be at only 40% of disabled children at schools. 

The available data do not distinguish between disabled children at schools according to their disabilities. Additionally, the data are not clear when it comes to types of schools and whether the schools are ordinary schools or specialized institutions. However, it is possible to say that mostly specialized institutions carry out the services provided for children with special needs because disabled children have not been accommodated properly, as it is preferred, at governmental schools. The Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Social Affairs run two different programs for children with special needs. The program of the Ministry of Social Affairs is based on separating children with special needs from other students. On the other hand, the program of the Ministry of Education is based on accommodating some of the children with special needs with the systematic education (program of comprehensive education.)

Repetition

The percentage of repetition at basic stage in the scholastic year 1998/1999 in the Palestinian Territory was 2.8% for boys and 2.3% for girls. However, at secondary stage, the percentage was 1.5% for boys and 0.7% for girls in the same year.

When the percentages of repetition at basic and secondary stages of male and female students according to region in the scholastic year 1998/1999 are compared, we find out that the percentages of repetition for male and female in the basic stage in Gaza Strip is higher than that of the West Bank. On the other hand, the percentages of repetition for male and female in the West Bank are higher than that of Gaza Strip. 

The percentages of repetition among male and female students at basic and secondary in the Palestinian Territory have significantly dropped during the scholastic years 1994/1995-1998/1999. For instance, female students who failed during basic stage dropped from 4.4% in 1994/1995 to 2.3% in 1998/1999 at 47.7%. At secondary stage, female students who failed during secondary stage years dropped from 1.3% in 1994/1995 to 0.7% in 1998/1999 at 46.2%.   

When we follow up the percentages of repeating classes at basic and secondary during the scholastic years 1994/1995-1998/1999, we discover that they drop from one year to another except an increase in repetition at secondary in 1998/1999 from that of the scholastic year 1997/1998. The percentages in Gaza Strip remain higher than those of the West Bank in the basic grades of the scholastic years 1994/1995-1998/1999. Nevertheless, the percentages of Gaza Strip remain lower than those of the West Bank in 1996/1997-1998/1999 though they were higher in 1994/1995 and 1995/1996.

We need to be careful when examining the decrease in the percentages of repetition at school since the educational system has certain limitations to failing such as students are allowed to repeat class twice and repetition starts at grade four. Also, repetition has been limited to 0.5% per class. 

Table (3-5): Repetition Rate in the Basic Stage by Region in the Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1998/1999
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Education Survey Database (several years). 
 Ministry of Education, 2001. Education Database 1999/2000. (Unpublished data)  

Table (3-6): Repetition Rate in the Secondary Stage by Region in the Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1998/1999
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Education Survey Database (several years). 
 Ministry of Education, 2001. Education Database 1999/2000. (Unpublished data)  

    Drop-Out

The rate of drop out at basic stage in the scholastic year 1998/1999 in the Palestinian Territory was 1.8% for male students and 1.4% for female students. At secondary stage, the rates were 4.0% for males and 6.6% for females.

The drop-out rate among female secondary stage students in the past five years (1994/1995-1998/1999) was higher than the male dropout. The reasons for that might have been economic since hard economic situations force girls to stay at home and help their mothers, or it could have been caused by traditions, which force girls to stay at home and limit their movement. Social believes play a role in drop-out rates of female students because they do not value girls’ education as girls would marry at an early age and stay at home instead of joining the labor force. Negative social habits such as early marriage play another part. In any case, such drop-out rates are not noticed at basic stages and males’ drop-out rates at basic stage are higher than those of females. 

When drop-out rates of girls in basic and secondary stages according to region in 1998/1999 are compared, we realize that the rates in the West Bank are higher than the rates in Gaza Strip at 1.7% and 0.8% respectively. The drop-out rates in the secondary stage were 9.4% for the West Bank and 2.5% for Gaza Strip.

Female drop-out rates at basic and secondary stages in the Palestinian Territory dropped significantly during 1994/1995-1998/1999. They dropped from 2.4% in 1994/1995 to 1.4% in 1998/1999 at 41.7% in the basic education stage, while at secondary stage the rates dropped from 9.7% in 1994/1995 to 6.6% in 1998/1999 at 32.0%.

Table (3-7): Drop-out Rates in the Basic Stage by Region for the Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1998/1999
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 Ministry of Education, 2001. Education Database 1999/2000. (Unpublished data)  

Table (3-8): Drop-out Rates in the Secondary Stage by Region in the Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1998/1999
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001. Education Survey Database (several years). 
 Ministry of Education, 2001. Education Database 1999/2000. (Unpublished data)  

The Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Social Affairs have been carrying out serious efforts to deal with the drop-out problem.         


Schools

The number of schools and kindergartens totaled 2,610 in 1999/2000 including 843 kindergartens, 1,259 basic stages, and 508 secondary. 75.4% (1,968) schools and kindergartens are in the West Bank and 24.6% (642) are in Gaza Strip. 

Governmental schools constituted 49.4% of schools and kindergartens in 1999/2000, UNRWA run schools and kindergartens constituted 10.1%, and private schools and kindergartens constituted 40.5% including 8.2% schools and 32.3% kindergartens.

The number of schools increased since the PNA took control over education in 1994. There has been an emphasis on increasing schools capacity to accommodate more students. The number of schools in 1999/2000 was 1,259, whereas the number of schools in 1995/1996 was 1,098. The number of high schools in 1999/2000 was 508, whereas the number of schools in 1995/1996 was 372
.

The data of the scholastic year 1999/2000 show that the number of co-educational schools drops at higher elementary grades and high school at 62.5% for elementary schools and 77.2% for high schools. 

The percentage of public and UNRWA schools drops as the years go by. For instance, public schools dropped from 53.5% in 1995/1996 to 49.4% in 1999/2000. Furthermore, UNRWA schools dropped from 12.6% in 1995/1996 to 10.1% in 1999/2000 because the number of private schools and kindergartens rose.  It has also been noticed that the rate of students joining elementary private schools rose from 5.9% in 1995/1996 to 6.5% in 1999/2000.

Educational Environment

The environment of education is one of the influential factors in the process of education. It is not providing school buildings, offices, disks, and textbooks only, but rather creating the safe healthy environment as well. It also includes providing the right infrastructure such as electricity, heating, and health facilities since they all play major role in providing the right educational climate and influence the results of the educational process. Building walls around schools is also important since they reduce the risks and threats of road accidents especially at schools inside the cities where the movement of traffic is heavy.

According to 1999/2000 data, most schools enjoy connection to the electricity network and the public sewers system; however, heating is only available to 6.7% of students at governmental schools and for 3.8% of UNRWA school students. 51.7% of private school students enjoy central heating and 42.7% of nursery schools’ children have central heating in their kindergartens. Walls surround 94.2% of schools.

Classroom density is (number of students per classroom) ; is a good indicator to having the right educational environment. The average number of students per classroom in the scholastic year 1999/2000 was 37.5 at basic stage and 30.3 at secondary stage.

There has not been any improvement in classroom density at basic and secondary stages in the past five years (1996/1996-1999/2000). In the scholastic year 1999/2000 the density was 37.5 at basic stage and 30.3 at secondary stage. This indicates that the efforts to reduce classroom density have not reached the goal yet.

When classroom density according to region is compared, we notice that in the past five years (1995/1996-1999/2000) classroom density at elementary schools is higher in Gaza Strip than in the West Bank (45.8 students per classroom in Gaza Strip and 33.5 students per classroom in the West Bank in 1999/2000). The same goes for secondary stage at (39.1 in Gaza Strip and 26.0 in the West Bank in 1999/2000). This signals that the educational environment concerning classroom density in Gaza Strip is worse than that of the West Bank. 

The case worsens at UNRWA schools where 47.7 students sit in one classroom whereas 36.0 students sit in one classroom at governmental schools. However, the figure for private schools is 26.0 students per classroom in 1999/2000, (UNRWA does not provide secondary stage education). To make things worse, a significant rise in classroom density at UNRWA schools in the past five scholastic years (1995/1996-1999/2000) from 44.5 to 47.7. This indicates that UNRWA is unable to add more classrooms to accommodate the natural increase in the numbers of students who go to its schools.

Computer and Education

Availability of computers at schools and kindergartens is an indicator of having modern technical educational methods. Computers develop children’s knowledge and create the right environment for learning skills.

In the scholastic year 1999/2000, about 27.8% of kindergartens in the Palestinian Territory had computers in them including (30.5% in the West Bank and 20.7% in Gaza Strip). The increase in the percentage of having computers at kindergartens rose by 91.7% during the scholastic years 1995/1996-1999/2000.

Computers are available at 61.6% of schools in the Palestinian Territory (60.5% in the West Bank and 65.2% in Gaza Strip). The percentage of availability of computers at schools increased from 30.2% to 61.6% during the scholastic year 1996/2000 respectively, at an increase of 104%

The improvement in introducing PCs to schools has been the result of the policy of the Ministry of Education and its encouragement of private schools to do the same thing. There are plans to introduce computers to all governmental schools.

In any case, there are problems facing introducing modern technical methods of education to Palestine such as educational problems, socio-economic problems. Educational problems include lack of equal educational programs for all educational institutions and that teachers are reluctant to introduce the required changes. The social problems include society’s slow response to assist in creating social changes. And the economic problems include the expenses of introducing modern technical educational methods. Evidently, the most important problem is the absence of perfect use of such methods by teachers; for instance, Palestinian schools are not prepared to provide more than 30 minutes per week per student to use a computer at school.

Teachers

The number of teachers at schools and kindergartens reached 32,060 in the scholastic year 1999/2000 (14,550 or 45.4% male teachers and 17,510 or 54.6 female teachers). About 65.8% of teachers are in the West Bank’s and 34.2% of them are in the Gaza Strip’s schools and kindergartens. 

About 49.8% (or 14,535) of basic and secondary teachers are men, whereas, 50.2% (or 14,651) are women. At kindergartens, teachers are all women excluding 15 male teachers (2,874 male and female teachers.)

About 63.8% of teachers teach at governmental schools, 17.6% of them teach at UNRWA schools, 9.6% teach at private schools, and 9.0% work at kindergartens.

The number of governmental and UNRWA schools’ teachers dropped in the past five scholastic years 1995/1996-1999/2000 when compared to the total number of teachers. The number of governmental schools’ teachers dropped from 64.0% to 63.7% in UNRWA schools’ teachers dropped from 20.2% during scholastic years 1995/2000 to 17.6%. While at private schools, however, the number increases year by year, which means that there has been an increase in seeking education at private schools.

In the scholastic year 1999/2000, the number of students per teacher for all grades reached 29.4. However, a slight drop occurred in such number during scholastic years 1995/1996 and 1999/2000 since it dropped from 30.7 in 1995/1996 to 29.4 in 1999/2000. 

The number of students per teacher at governmental schools 28.7 in 1999/2000, as for UNRWA schools, the figure was 39.5; on the other hand, the number at private school was 18.0 and 26.9 at kindergartens.

The number of students per teacher in the past five school years rose at UNRWA schools from 37.5 in 1995/1996 to 39.5 in 1999/2000.

Clearly, the highest number of students per teacher was in Gaza Strip. It rose from 39.1 in 1995/1996 to 41.3 in 1999/2000.

In 1999/2000 data indicate that 44.0% of teachers at basic and secondary schools have middle diploma and 52.2% of them have a BA degree (including 11.0% who have a BA degree and a diploma in education.) 0.4% of them have high diploma, 1.9% have a high school diploma, and 1.5% have Master degree or higher.

About 59.0% of female teachers at basic and secondary schools in the scholastic year 1999/2000 have high school diploma or lower than that, whereas 56.7% of those who have lower diploma are female teachers. 45.4% of teachers who have BA degree are female teachers. Female teachers with higher diploma constituted 32.2% and 20.9% had MA degree and higher.

The percentage of teachers who have middle diploma dropped from 55.2% in 1995/1996 to 44.0% in 1999/2000. Furthermore, the percentage of teachers who have higher diploma or lower dropped from 3.6% in 1995/1996 to 1.9% in 1999/2000, on the other hand, the percentage of teachers who have BA degree or higher increased from 41.2% in 1995/1996 to 54.1% in 1999/2000.

The percentage of male teachers who have higher diploma is lower than that of female teachers. However, such percentage dropped during 1995/1996-1999/2000 more among male teachers than female teachers. High diploma teachers increased in 1997/1998 and dropped sharply in 1999/2000. The number of teachers who have MA degree increased. It seemed that teachers realized that an MA degree is better than higher diploma. 

Noticeably, the number of male teachers who have BA degree is higher than that of those male teachers who have lower diploma. Female teachers have the opposite case. However, in 1999/2000, the number of male teachers who have BA degree, MA degree, or higher diploma totaled 8,742 while female teachers were 7,045.

Inexperienced people usually run kindergartens. The Ministry of Education has been strengthening its role in training women who run kindergartens and developing communication among them. The Ministry is currently cooperating with local and international institutions to implement a three-year project that aims at improving and facilitating child’s transfer from kindergartens to first grade and to motivate the society to be part of the educational process. 

The Ministry of Education aims to recruit university graduates until they become 80% of teachers and the rest to be lower diploma teachers. The recruiting system of the Ministry of Education does not discriminate between female and male teachers. And the aim of the Ministry is to increase the numbers of teachers who have BA degrees. The Ministry of Education also encourages teachers, who do not have university degrees; to join universities and become university graduates. The Ministry aims also to have available other standards additional to university degrees in the future to give teaching licenses.
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States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in particular:


A- Make elementary education compulsory and available free to all; 


B-Encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, make them available and accessible to every child, and take appropriate measures such as the introduction of free education and offering financial assistance in case of need.    


Child’s Rights Convention,  (Article 28-1)





Kindergartens are run by the private sector excluding three kindergartens, which are run by the Ministry of Education. One third of children aged 4-5 joined kindergartens in the scholastic year 1999/2000





There were 98 female students per 100 male students in basic education stage in the scholastic year 1999/2000





There were 104 female students per 100 male students in secondary stage in the scholastic year 1999/2000





Female drop-out rates at basic and secondary stages in the Palestinian Territory dropped significantly in the scholastic year 1994/95-98/99





The percentage of children not enrolled in schools increases with the increase in age irrespective of gender. It seems that children with special needs in the West Bank have better educational opportunities than those of Gaza Strip. As for disabled females, their enrollment in schools is less than it should be at only 40% of disabled children at schools.





The percentages of repetition among male and female students at basic and secondary stages in the Palestinian Territory have significantly dropped in the scholastic years 1994/1995-1998/1999.





Despite building new schools and enlarging existing facilities, public and UNRWA schools still run two-shift system in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to absorb the ever increasing number of students








� Indicators in this chapter do not include data on the schools supervised by Israeli Ministry of Education and Israeli Municipality in that part of Jerusalem occupied by Israeli in 1967 war.


� UNICEF, Education for All, 1999


� 53.2% of basic education stage in Gaza Strip enrolled in UNRWA schools while 11.3% in  basic education stage students in the West Bank enrolled in UNRWA schools during the scholastic year 1999/2000


� Ministry of Education’s Decision Number 1439/27/1 of March 9, 1999


� Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, Palestinian Labor Force Survey, the Annual Report, Ramallah, Palestine, 2000


� Palestinian Ministry of Education, 2001. The Five Year Plan for Education in Palestine (2001-2005), Ramallah-Palestine.


� Ministry of Education is seeking to increase the gross enrollment in Secondary school to 68.0% in the scholastic year 2004/2005. Ministry of Education, 2001. The Five Year Plan of  Education in Palestine (2001-2005).  Ramallah-Palestine.





� Including schools that have both basic education and secondary school education as well as secondary schools. 


�The Palestinian Ministry of Education, The Five Year Plan for Education in Palestine (2001-2005). Ramallah, Palestine, 2001 
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