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Preface

Since its establishment, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has endeavored to bridge the existing statistical gap in the Palestinian Territory by compiling data on the demographic, social, economic, geographical, and environmental areas. 

PCBS is pleased to publish this report, which is based on the findings and estimations of the individual questionnaire designed for PCBS’ Time Use Survey implemented between May 1999 – May 2000,  and based on the Mass Media Survey implemented during 17/6/2000 – 15/7/2000.  Also, it is based on administrative records available at cultural centers, cinemas, theatres, museums, newspapers and magazines licensed by the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Information.

This report provides a set of selected indicators on the cultural characteristics of the Palestinian society. Such as reading habit as well as other habits like listening to radio, watching TV, visiting cultural institutions, practicing cultural activities, and the main reasons that prohibit individuals from practicing cultural activities. Besides, it provides data on mass media. It also provides statistics on the prevalence of computers and access to the Internet.  In addition, it includes data about cultural institutions and cultural activities held during 1999 and 2000. 

We hope that the Palestinian institutions and official agencies and researchers take an initiative to explore the findings presented in this report in order to fully identify the cultural status based on official statistics. Such an endeavor makes it possible to formulate credible plans and take decisions necessary to develop the cultural life of the Palestinian society. 

	May, 2002
	Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D

	
	President
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Chapter One

Introduction
Data provided by cultural institutions and household surveys are considered the main sources for cultural statistics in any society. The first source involves all institutions providing cultural services to all household members, such as radio stations, TV stations, cinemas, theatres, art exhibitions, and public libraries. The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has been developing indicators and compiling statistical data on cultural institutions since 1998 through administrative records from relevant institutions. The second source for cultural statistics is to compile statistics on the cultural practices of the society through household surveys that cover the different cultural indicators, e.g. reading, writing, participation in cultural forums, attending public lectures, listening to radio, watching TV, and participation in music bands. Other relevant indicators include ownership of culture dissemination tools such as books, libraries, TV and radio sets, tape recorders, musical instruments, ..etc. 

The PCBS implemented the first household cultural survey in 1996 for two main objectives: to bridge the gap in the various types of Palestinian cultural status and to account for the semi-complete absence of any data or statistics on the reality of Palestinian household culture in the Palestinian Territory prior to 1996. Likewise, and in order to provide updated estimates for the basic indicators in this area, the PCBS endeavored to collect data on the household culture prevailing in the Palestinian society through household surveys such as the questionnaire designed for individual of the Time Use Survey conducted between May 1999 and May 2000,  the Mass Media Survey conducted during 17/6/2000 – 15/7/2000 which aims to provide data on many subjects related to mass media use (audio-visual or written mass media). It also aims to provide statistics on the prevalence of computers and access to the Internet.  Also, it  includes data collected through administrative records about cultural institutions and cultural activities held during 1999 and 2000.

In providing estimates for cultural indicators, the work was based on relevant international recommendations, especially the UN recommendations. The peculiarities of the Palestinian society were also taken into account. 

We hope that the findings of this report clearly depict the cultural reality of the Palestinian society in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and to be a starting point for more specialized surveys and studies in the future. 

1.1  Report Objectives:

This report aims to provide a set of selected indicators on the cultural characteristics of the Palestinian society, and to provide data on many subjects related to mass media use (audio-visual or written mass media), which will assist policy and decision-makers to use these data in planning and development.

1.2 Report Structure:

This report consists of three chapters. The first chapter presents objectives, structure and data resources; the second chapter presents concepts and definitions, and the third chapter presents the main finding.

1.3 Data Sources:

This report has been prepared by using data based on the findings of the individual questionnaire in the Time Use Survey 1999/2000,  the Mass Media Survey 2000,  and administrative records collected from cultural centers, cinemas, theatres, museums, newspapers and magazines licensed by the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Information.

Chapter Two

Concepts and Definitions
	Average Time Spent By Individuals in Practicing Activities:
	Time spent in hours and minutes by all persons who carried out paid or unpaid work divided by the persons involved in the activities. This concept also refers to time spent in housekeeping, child care or care for the elderly, and other works and activities during the survey.

	
	

	Buying Newspapers:
	Always: for individuals who buy newspapers always and do not borrow or get them free.

Sometimes: for individuals who buy newspapers sometimes and borrow or get them free other times.

No: for individuals who do not buy newspapers totally.

	
	

	Cultural and Social Activities:
	Refers to a wide range of pertinent activities such as attending social occasions (e.g. weddings, birthdays …etc), participation in religious occasions and activities inside and outside the house (e.g. participation in religious occasions and prayers in the mosque or the church) …etc. This concept also applies to socializing and meetings inside or outside the house such as discussions, visits, and meetings in public places with household members, friends …etc. Other activities under this category include indoor or outdoor sports activities, playing cards, doing crosswords and puzzles, and other free time activities. Finally, this category involves practicing hobbies (arts, music …etc), visiting museums, exhibitions, cinema, parties, theatre; and traveling for purposes related to carrying out such activities.

	
	

	Household:
	One person or a group of persons with or without a family relationship, who live in the same dwelling unit, share meals and make joint provision of food and other essentials of living.

	
	

	Households Monitoring Type of Programs that Children View in TV: 
	Always: for households monitoring type of programs that their children view TV on daily basis.

Sometimes: for households monitoring type of programs not on daily basis that their children view TV.

No: for households do not monitor type of programs that their children view TV totally.

	
	

	Listening to Radio:
	Always: for individuals who listen to radio on daily basis.

Sometimes: for individuals who listen to radio but not on daily basis.

No: for individuals who do not listen to radio totally.

	
	

	Listening to Voice of Palestine:
	Always: for individuals who listen to Voice of Palestine on daily basis.

Sometimes: for individuals who listen to Voice of Palestine but not on daily basis.

No: for individuals who do not listen to Voice of Palestine totally.

	Mass Media Use Activity:
	This concept involves reading newspapers, books, magazines, watching television or video films, listening to radio, computer use, and traveling for purposes related to carrying out such activities.

	
	

	Museum
	A non-profit-making, permanent institution in the service of society and of its development, and open to the public, which acquires, conserves, conducts, researches, communicates, and exhibits, for purposes of study, education and entertainment topics about people and the environment. 

	
	

	Newspaper Reading
	Whether the person is accustomed to reading a newspaper regardless of time of reading.



	
	

	Newspapers
	Periodic publications intended for the general public and mainly designed to be a primary source of written information on current events connected with public affairs, international questions, politics, etc.

	
	

	Radio Listening
	Whether the person is accustomed to listening to radio  and follows up radio programs regardless of place and time of listening.



	
	

	Reading Daily Newspapers:
	Always: for individuals who read daily newspapers on daily basis.

Sometimes: for individuals who read daily newspapers but not on daily basis.

No: for individuals who do not read daily newspapers totally.

	
	

	Reading Habit
	The person reads regularly for the sake of increasing knowledge or promoting culture.  Type and time reference of reading are not of special interest here.  In this Survey, curriculums and work books  were excluded.

	
	

	Reading Weekly Newspapers:
	Always: for individuals who read weekly newspapers at least one time per week.

Sometimes: for individuals who read weekly newspapers but not always.

No: for individuals who do not read weekly newspapers totally.

	
	

	Television Viewing
	Whether the person is accustomed to watching T.V programs regardless of type or place and time of watching.



	
	

	Time Spent in Various Activities:
	Time in hours and minutes spent by all persons in carrying out different paid or unpaid work and activities divided by total sample size. This concept also refers to time spent in housekeeping, child or elderly care, and other work and activities during the survey.

	
	

	Viewing Palestine TV:
	Always: for households viewing Palestine TV on daily basis.

Sometimes: for households viewing Palestine TV but not on daily basis.

No: for households do not viewing Palestine TV totally.


Chapter Three

Main Findings

This chapter presents a summary of the main indicators and findings on the Cultural Status in the Palestinian Territory.

3.1 Possession and Use of Electronic Devices:

The Mass Media Survey 2000 showed that the percentage of households possess TV sets in the Palestinian Territory amounted to 89.7%, with 90.6% in the West Bank and 87.9% in Gaza Strip. As for the percentage of households possession satellite dish, it amounted to 45.4% in the Palestinian Territory of which 42.4% for the West Bank and 51.1% for Gaza Strip
The findings of Mass Media Survey 2000 also indicated that 43.7% of the Palestinian households comprises one member who possess a mobile phone - 51.0% in the West Bank and 29.8% in Gaza Strip. 
The Mass Media Survey 2000 showed that the percentage of household possessing computers amounted to 10.8% (11.4% in the West Bank and 9.6% in Gaza Strip). Moreover, the findings indicated that 42.1% of the Palestinian households in the Palestinian Territory has a fixed phone line. Likewise, the findings indicated that 1.9% of the Palestinian households in the Palestinian Territory that own a fixed phone line, a personal computer and internet at the same time (2.3% in the West Bank and 1.1% in Gaza Strip).. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

As for access to the internet among persons aged 18 years and over, the findings of Mass Media Survey 2000 indicated that 5.4% of the persons in this age group have access to the internet. This percentage considerably varies between Palestinian males and females (7.9% and 2.8%, respectively). Moreover, the findings of this survey indicated that place of work or study constitutes the most common setting for internet utilization among persons aged 18 years and above (37.9%). Furthermore, the findings revealed that 56.1% of the individuals in this age group normally use the internet for work, search and knowledge purposes.

The Mass Media Survey 2000 showed that 23.0% of children aged (6-17) years use computers. The percentage of children who use computers in the West Bank is 25.5% against 18.9% in Gaza Strip

3.2 Listening to Radio:

The finding of the Time Use Survey indicated that 51.3% of individuals aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian society listen to radio at least once a week, including 50.9% in the West Bank and 52.1% in Gaza Strip.  The findings indicated that there is a gap in listening to radio at least once a week among males and females (54.4% for males and 48.2% for females).

Moreover, the Time Use Survey indicated that 33.5% of individuals aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian society listen to radio at least once a day, 36.4% among males and 30.6% among females.

As for the highest average daily time spent on radio listening, the Time Use Survey showed that 16.8% of individuals in the Palestinian society listen to radio for one to two hours, 17.7% and 16.0% for males and females respectively. Taking into consideration that 66.5% of individuals aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian society do not listen to radio on daily basis, 63.6% and 69.4% for males and females respectively.

As for listening to radio by individuals aged 18 years and over, the findings of the Mass Media Survey 2000 indicated that 26.8% of persons in this age group listen to radio on a daily basis.  Furthermore, the findings of the survey showed that 75.1% of persons in this age group listen to radio most frequently at home, followed by place of work (18.4%) and during transportation (5.6%).

As for listening to Palestine Radio (Voice of Palestine) by persons aged 18 years and over, the Mass Media Survey 2000 showed that 16.0% of Palestinians in this age group listen to Palestine Radio Always, 12.4% in the West Bank and 23.9% in Gaza Strip. Also, the findings indicated that almost 46.9% of persons in this age group listen to Palestine Radio from time to time, 48.9% in the West Bank and 42.3% in Gaza Strip.

According to the Mass Media Survey 2000, 31.7% of Palestinian children aged (6-17) years in the Palestinian Territory listen to the radio (28.5% males and 35.1% females). The variation between the West Bank and Gaza Strip is insignificant.

3.3 Watching Television:

The Time Use Survey indicated that 87.1% of individuals aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian society watch TV at least once a week. It is noted that TV watching rates are higher in the West Bank than in Gaza Strip, 88.2% and 85.2% respectively. 

The Time Use Survey showed that there is no significant variation between males and females in watching TV at least once a week (88.2% and 86.1% respectively). 

Furthermore, the Time Use Survey indicated that 80.7% of individuals aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian society watch TV on a daily basis. However there is no significant variation between males and females in watching TV (81.1% and 80.3% respectively).

As for the highest average daily time spent on watching TV, the Time Use Survey revealed that 42.7% of individuals in the Palestinian society watch TV for one to two hours a day, 44.8% and 40.6% for males and females, respectively. 19.3% of individuals aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian society do not watch TV on a daily basis, 18.9% and 19.7% for males and females, respectively.

The findings of the Mass Media Survey 2000 showed that the period 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. is the period during which most households view TV – 41.2% in the Palestinian Territory (37.7% in the West Bank and 47.8% in Gaza Strip).

The Mass Media Survey 2000 showed that 29.8% of the Palestinian households view Palestine TV on daily basis, 16.2% in the West Bank and 56.3% in Gaza Strip. Also, the findings indicated that almost 28.6% of the Palestinian households view Palestine TV from time to time, 31.9% in the West Bank and 22.2% in Gaza Strip. Moreover, the findings indicated that 37.1% of the Palestinian households view Palestine TV between 8:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

The Mass Media Survey 2000, showed that 94.0% of the children aged (6-17) years watch TV, with no significant difference according to gender or region.  

3.4 Newspapers and Magazines:

There were 33 licensed newspapers in the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 2000, compared with 30 newspapers in 1999.  These newspapers were distributed by region as follows: 24 in the West Bank and 9 in Gaza Strip. They were distributed by status as follows: 16 were in operation and 17 not in operation. The main findings showed that 11 of the operating newspapers were published in the West Bank and the rest 5 were published in Gaza Strip.

There were 113 licensed magazines in the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 2000, compared with 104 magazines in 1999.  While there were 81 of these magazines in the West Bank in 1999 increased to 89 in 2000. there were 23 in Gaza Strip in 1999 increased to 24 in 2000. They were distributed by status as follows: 32 were in operation and 81 were not in operation in 2000. 

The Time Use Survey showed that 28.3% of individuals aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian society read newspapers at least once a week. It is worth mentioning that there is no significant variation between the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 27.9% and 29.1% respectively.  The findings showed that the percentage of newspapers reading at least once a week for males is higher than females (34.7% and 21.8% respectively).

On the other hand, the findings of the Time Use Survey indicated that 13.9% of individuals aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian society read newspapers at least once a day. There is a significant variation between males and females in this respect, 18.9% among males and 8.6% among females.

As for the highest average daily time spent on newspapers reading, the Time Use Survey revealed that 10.2% of individuals in the Palestinian society read newspapers for at least half an hour, 13.3% and 7.0% for males and females, respectively. However 86.1% of individuals aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian society do not read newspapers on daily basis, 81.1% and 91.4% for males and females, respectively.  

The Mass Media Survey 2000 showed that almost 43.4% of the Palestinian households, receive daily newspapers in general.  The percentage of households receiving weekly and monthly newspapers in general amounted to 8.5% and 0.7%, respectively.  As for reading newspapers, the findings indicated that news and politics columns are more widely read by persons aged 18 years and over (37.7%), with clear gender variations (51.5% for males and 18.2% for females), followed by the local news column (11.2%) and by the newspaper diary column (9.5%).

The findings of the Mass Media Survey 2000 showed that 21.8% of children in the Palestinian Territory read newspapers, of which 26.9% in the West Bank and 13.5% in Gaza Strip. However, the difference among females and males in reading newspapers and magazines is insignificant.  25.6% of children read magazines with a significant difference among males and females (21.7% for males and 29.6% for females). 31.1% of West Bank children read magazines whereas 16.7% of Gazan children read magazines.

3.5 Reading Books: 

The Time Use Survey indicated that 68.6% of individuals aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian society did not read any books in the 12 months preceding the interview. It is 

worth mentioning that a slightly notable difference exists between the West Bank and Gaza Strip in this respect, 70.1% and 65.6% respectively.

The findings of the Time Use Survey revealed that the average number of books read by individuals aged 10 years who reported that they frequently read books ranged from one book to five books. The findings showed that 8.9% of individuals in the Palestinian society reported that they read one book as compared to 6.1% and 8.8% who reported that they read two books and three to five books, respectively.

3.6 Cultural institutions:

3.6.1 Museums:

There were 17 licensed museums in the Palestinian Territory in 2000, of which 15 museums were in the West Bank and 2 in Gaza Strip. The findings showed that there were decline from 164,870 museums visitors in 1999 to 117,761 museums visitors in 2000.

3.6.2 Theatres:

The results showed that there were 10 licensed theatres during 1999, increased to 15 in 2000. of which 11 in the West Bank and 4 in Gaza Strip. They are distributed by status as follows: 10 theatres in operation and 5 not in operation (of which 4 in the West Bank and 1 in Gaza Strip).

The findings indicated that 84,166 people in 2000 attended stage shows. 68,026 people attended stage shows were in the West Bank and 16,140 people  attended stage shows in Gaza Strip.

3.6.3 Cinema (Movie Theaters):

There were 3 licensed cinemas in the Palestinian Territory in 2000 as the same in 1999. These cinemas are located in the cities of Tulkarm, Nablus and Al–Bireh.

The main findings revealed that cinemas showed 211 movies in 2000. Of which 76 were Arabic movies and 135 were foreign movies. The number of people who viewed these movies was 18,914

3.6.4 Cultural Centers:

There were 178 licensed cultural centers during 2000, of these cultural centers 142 were in the West Bank and 36 in Gaza Strip. They were distributed by status as follows: 66 cultural centers in operation (48 in the West Bank, 18 in Gaza Strip) and 112 not in operation.  On the other hand, there were 176 licensed cultural centers during 1999, of these cultural centers 141 were in the West Bank and 35 in Gaza Strip. They were distributed by status as follows: 74 cultural centers in operation and 102 not in operation.

Activities in cultural centers during 2000 concentrated in symposiums (442), lectures (163), general courses (1,090), art concerts (286) and art exhibitions (96).

3.7 Individuals Practice of Cultural and Recreational Activities:

The findings of Time Use Survey indicated that 20.0% of the individuals aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian Territory practice different cultural activities including attending symposiums and public lectures, 19.3% playing sports, 13.5% practicing drawing, 11.8% practicing activities related to clubs or societies.  The findings of the survey also indicated that individuals aged 10 years and over in the West Bank practice different cultural activities including attending symposiums and public lectures at (14.8%), playing sports at (13.7%), and practicing drawing at (10.2%). In Gaza Strip, these percentages were lower than in the West Bank: 29.6%, 29.9% and 19.6% for attending symposiums and public lectures, playing sports, and practicing drawing, respectively. Furthermore, the findings of the survey indicated that the percentage of individuals participating in dancing or music bands in the West Bank is higher than in Gaza Strip. On the other hand, it was noted that the practice of playing sports among females is very much lower than among males, at 10.1% and 28.4% respectively.

According to the findings of the Time Use Survey, 36.0% of Palestinians aged 10 years and over in the Palestinian Territory were willing to practice cultural activities in their free time but did not have the opportunity to do so. There were no significant variation among males and females in this respect (35.1% and 36.8%, respectively). The distribution of this percentage by region is 29.0% in the West Bank and 49.0% in Gaza Strip. 

On the other hand, the findings of the Time Use Survey indicated that the main reason that prohibited individuals aged 10 years and over from practicing cultural activities is primarily: lack of free time at (45.1%), followed by unavailability of public cultural institutions at (28.1%), and lack of money at (8.6%). Furthermore, the findings showed that 4.5% of the Palestinians reported that they did not practice cultural activities due to lack of personal interest as compared to 3.3% and 2.1% who did not practice cultural activities due to lack of information about public cultural activities and difficulties in transportation, respectively. There is no significant variation among males and females in this respect.

At the West Bank level, the Time Use Survey showed that 39.2% of individuals did not practice cultural activities due to lack of free time, 35.2 % due to unavailability of public cultural institutions, 9.8% for lack of money, and 3.5% for lack of information about public cultural activities. Furthermore, the findings showed that 4.7% of the Palestinians reported that they did not practice cultural activities due to lack of personal interest as compared to 2.0% who did not practice cultural activities due to difficulties in transportation. In Gaza Strip, the findings of the Survey indicated that the main reason for not practicing cultural activities is lack of free time at (51.2 %). Additionally 20.3% of the Palestinians in Gaza Strip reported that they did not practice cultural activities due to lack of public cultural institutions, 7.2% for lack of money, 4.4% for lack of personal interest. Moreover, the findings showed that 3.1% of the Palestinians reported that they did not practice cultural activities due to lack of information about public cultural activities as compared to 2.3% who did not practice cultural activities due to difficulties in transportation.
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