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Preface

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) is pleased to introduce its first bulletin on the youth in Palestine, aiming to present the main issues and indicators of youth concerns.  Issuing this bulletin comes in a critical stage as the Palestinian Territory is passing through serious situation affecting all Palestinians in general, and youth in particular, due to their major participation in Al-Aqsa Intifada. 
This bulletin presents the available statistics on the socioeconomic conditions of the youth based on the 1997 Population, Housing and Establishment Census and other surveys conducted by (PCBS).  In addition, the bulletin reflects the reality of youth which hosts a group of gaps in the area of health, education and employment.  It is expected that this bulletin will provide researchers and policy makers with necessary information on the reality of Palestinian youth to be invested in planning and problem solving.

PCBS hopes that this bulletin finds its way in the process of planning, policy making concerning youth sector in Palestine.  The continuous flow of information on the circumstances of the youth is undoubtedly the most important pillar of studying them.

	December, 2001
	Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D.

	
	President
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