Chapter One

Palestinians in Diaspora

The Catastrophe (Nakba) constituted a black point in the Palestinian history, since it has been confronted with indescribable acts of oppression, dispossession, and suffering.

Palestinians who sought refugee in countries outside Palestine encountered all types of torture and agony. On the one hand, they were uprooted from their homeland and deprived out of their property and homes. On the other hand, they sought refugee to countries where they had no power or will. At the time of their dispossession, the Palestinians felt that their expulsion and refugee status would be temporary. They believed that this would not last more than several weeks or months, after which they would return in victory and with their honor restored. Thus, they paid little attention to the residential circumstances of their host countries . Their hearts remained with Palestine, waiting for the signale for return. As one year followed the next, they realized that the Nakba would last longer than expected, and that Palestinians would endure more pain and suffering. Popular movements and organizations emerged to defend the rights of the Palestinians in wherever they were located. The situation remained unchanged and no unified political and powerful entity representing all the Palestinians of the Diaspora was formed until the foundation of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the emergence of the Palestinian revolt in 1965 that caught the attention of most countries and gained their recognition. The PLO then became the sole political representative of all Palestinians everywhere, in spite of the fact that part of the Palestinian Territory was subject to Arab Administration (Jordan in the West Bank and Egypt in Gaza Strip).

The PLO initially focused on the aspects of the political struggle with the purpose of enabling the dispossessed Palestinians to return to their homeland and overcome the consequences of  Nakba. Another wave of refugees and dispossessed Palestinians followed with the defeat of 1967 (Naksa) and Israeli occupation of the remainder of Palestine (West Bank and Gaza Strip). Now the number of Palestinians outside of Palestine reached into millions, that is after almost 20 years of expulsion and dispossession of 800,000 Palestinians in 1948.

PCBS, has been constantly working on collecting, tabulating and disseminating of statistical data on the Palestinians both in Palestine and diaspora.  This task was always faced with several constraints such as shortage of separate data on them in diaspora.  As well as, lack of their accuracy and modernity which mostly are excerted from UNRWA records.  We hope to overcome these constraints in the near future.  

The difficulty in creating a statistical database about Palestinians in Diaspora lies in their dispersion both among several countries and within different territories of such countries. The Palestinians did not consider their communities isolated ghettos; instead, they participated in the life of the countries they resided in, but retaining their distinctiveness at the same time. Further difficulty in realizing this task lies in the civil and administrative laws of the hosted countries that prevent interfering in the population that reside there.

The aforementioned hindrances and other subjective complications made it difficult to provide consistent and comprehensive statistical data on all Palestinians in Diaspora.

This chapter puts forth a set of data and statistical indicators dealing with population, employment, education, health and living and housing conditions. These data and indicators offer a window for the reality of around 4.5 million Palestinians living in the Diaspora.

This chapter mainly relies on data that have been extracted from the administrative records of public, international and regional organizations. The most important of these sources were the United Nations Works and Relief Agency in the Near East (UNRWA), Central Bureau of Statistics and Natural Resources, and the Norwegian Institute for Applied Social Sciences (FAFO). Likewise, this chapter makes use of the data obtained through field surveys conducted on the Palestinian communities abroad in addition to estimates from the Palestinian Center Bureau of Statistics and hypotheses applied in specific areas. 

Palestinians in Diaspora – Summary

Population: 

· The total number of Palestinian population in the diaspora for 2000 was estimate 4.4 millions, of which 2.6 millions in Jordan, 385,500 in Lebanon, 401,100 in Syria, 53,000 in Egypt, 536,000 in other Arab countries, 214,000 in USA, and 272,000 in other foreign countries.  

· The registered refugees in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and Palestinian territory in mid 2000 were 3.74 millions. 

Education (1998,1999)

· The total number of refugee students in UNRWA schools was 230,716 in Jordan, 54,768 in Lebanon, and 88,968 in Syria 

· The total number of classes in UNRWA Schools was 3,440 in Jordan, 1,451 in Syria, and 986 in Lebanon.

· The total number of teachers in UNRWA schools was 4,211 in Jordan, 1,732 in Syria, and 1,245 in Lebanon. 

Health (1997):

· The Total number of Palestinian Red Crescent Hospitals in Lebanon was 6 hospitals with 168 beds, 3 hospitals in Syria with 135 beds, and one hospital in Egypt with 150 beds.

Housing Conditions: 

· In Jordan, the percent of households living in crowded housing units (3persons or more per room) was 51.2%, in the year 1997.

· In Syria, the percent of the owned housing units was 88%, the rented was 4% and 8% was considered without payment, in the year 2000.

Living Conditions (mid 1999): 

· The percent of poverty was 10.6% in Lebanon, 6.6% in Syria, and 2.6% in Jordan.

Labor (2000): 

· The rate of unemployment in Syria was 8.5%.

· The percent of persons 15 years and over in Labor force in Lebanon was 42.3%.
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Chapter Two

Palestinians in Israel

The Palestine Catastrophe (Nakba) of 1948 resulted in the occupation of more than three –quarters of Palestine, coupled with the destruction of 531 communities and the expulsion of 85% of the Palestinian population.

Thus, Israel has been established on that part of Palestine occupied in 1948, which amounts to 78% of historical Palestine. The Palestinian population, who remained in their homeland became under direct and complete Israeli sovereignty. They were considered Israeli citizens and subjected to different types of burying and wiping out the Palestinian identity and culture. 

Statistically speaking, all statistics on Palestinians living in this part of historical Palestine occupied in 1948 were considered part of the Israeli statistical system. Thus, all Israeli statistical issues and publications are including data on the Palestinian population, but excluding data on Palestinians living within the boundaries of the Palestinian Territory occupied and subsequently annexed to Israel in 1967. This territory basically refers to that part of the Jerusalem governorate that forcefully annexed to Israel following the occupation of the West Bank in 1967. 

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics strove hard to compile, tabulate, and disseminate statistical data on the Palestinians living in Israel despite the subjective difficulties including scarcity of data separately available on those Palestinians, in addition to the complications associated with compiling statistical data about them. 

Nevertheless, data disseminated in this chapter constitute a general statistical diagnosis of the Palestinians reality in Israel. This chapter presents some statistics on the Palestinians in Israel including demographic, educational and labor force characteristics. It is worth noting that such statistics are derived from the reality of living conditions therein. Thus, any possible comparisons for any of the said statistical indicators should be made with those pertinent to the population in Israel and not with other Palestinian communities in other places. 

Data in this chapter were mainly derived from the administrative records and the publications of the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics (Statistical Series, No. 50, 1999) and the Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies (Jerusalem Statistical Yearbook, No. 16). Also, this report was based on the estimates of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and outputs of certain statistical hypotheses.

Palestinians in Israel - Summary

· The total number of Palestinians in Israel was estimated by 1.13 millions at the end of 2000, compared to 154,900 persons following the Nakba of 1948. 

· The distributions of Palestinians in Israel by religion was as follows in 1997: 692,200 Muslims; 112,400 Christians and 96,700 Durzi. 

· The average household size among Palestinians in Israel was 4.9 in 1998, whereas the total fertility rate was 4.0 births per women in the reproduction age (15-49 years) in 1998.

· The number of Arabic schools in Israel was 618 schools for the various stages in the scholastic year 1998/1999. The number of students in the various stages was 294,460, where as the number of classes was 8,642, distributed as follows: 5,547 classes in the elementary stage; 1,525 classes in the preparatory stage; and 1,570 classes in the secondary stage for the same year. Moreover, the number of teachers was 19,346, of which 9,105 males and 10,241 females for the scholastic year 1998 / 1999.

· In 1996/1997, the total palestinian persons (aged 15 years and over) in labor force in Israel was 246.6 thousand represinting 43.3% of palestinians (15 years and over), of which 66.4% for males and 20.2% for females. The highest percentage of participation in labor force for the age group (25-34) 36.2% of which 35.0% for males and 40.2% for females. Unemployment rate was 6.1% (15,000 unemployed persons).
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Chapter Three

Palestinians in the Palestinian Territory

(West Bank and Gaza Strip)
Since its establishment, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics has gathered statistical data on the reality of Palestinians living in the Palestinian Territory. In addition to deriving statistics from administrative records of public institutions, it has implemented many field surveys in the various demographic, social, economic, geographical areas.

These statistical efforts exerted by the Bureau were crowned by the implementation of the first  Population, Housing and Establishments Census, 1997, ever done by Palestinians. A tremendous volume of statistical data was collected on the various aspects of the Palestinian population of the Territory. This represented a revolutionary step in constructing a detailed statistical database.

All data and statistics produced by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics were published in different reports. In doing so, the Bureau aimed to make them available for all parties that plan, outline developmental policies, make decisions and reinforce the national rules in building a powerful institutional country. The PCBS was able to provide a tremendous database about the economic and social realities of the Palestinian dwellers, in addition to their various characteristics. 

This chapter presents a quick display of the most prominent and important statistical indicators of various areas of Palestinian reality and of dwellers in the Palestinian Territory at geographical, demographic, social levels. Included also information about the household, culture, education, health, living standards, and work, as well as economic and other sectors and issues. The chapter provides definitions of important terms and describes the methodology used in preparing the data.

The data included in this chapter rely on PCBS’s publications, which might include broader, more detailed, and more elaborated information. Readers may refer to such publications.

Definitions and Concepts

	Household


	For the purposes of the Population, Housing and Establishment Census -1997, the household was defined as one person or a group of persons with or without a family relationship, who live in the same housing unit or part of the housing unit, share meals and make joint provision of food and other essentials of living.

	Head of the Household


	It refers to the person who usually lives within the household and is considered as the head of the household by its other members. Often, he \ she is the main decision-maker and responsible for financial support and economic welfare of the household. 



	Place of Residence
	It refers to the name of the locality in which the person spends most of his time during the year (lived there six months and above), irrespective of whether it is the person’s same place of existence during the Census, or the place in which he works and performs related activities or the place in which his original household is based or not.



	Refugee Status
	This status relates to the Palestinians who were forced to leave their land in the Palestinian Territory occupied by Israel in 1948. It applies to their male sons and grandchildren. Every Palestinian falls under one of the following categories.



	Refugee
	It applies to registered refugees holding refugee registration cards issued by UNRWA, or who do not hold refugee registration cards issued by UNRWA.



	Non Refugee
	It applies to any Palestinian not categorized under any of the last aforementioned statuses. 



	Marital Status


	It refers to the marital status of the person aged 12 years and above in the reference date of the Census. The marriage laws, customs and traditions applicable in the country govern the marital status of the individual. The marital status is classified as follows:



	Never Married


	It applies if the person aged 12 years and above has not been married (according to customs and traditions applicable in the country).



	Legally Married


	It applies if the person-aged 12 years and above has an official marriage document (issued by a competent court) but has not been actually married yet according to customs and traditions applicable in the country.



	Married


	It applies if the person aged 12 years and above is actually and officially married (according to customs and traditions applicable in the country) irrespective of his \ her past marital status as well as of whether the couple were together during the reference date or not. 



	Divorced

	The person aged 12 years and above who previously married and legally divorced but was not married again.

	Widowed


	The married person aged 12 years whose marriage was split by the death of the spouse and was not married again.



	Housing Unit
	A building or part of a building constructed for one household only, with one or more independent entrances leading to the public road without passing through another housing unit. 



	Housing Density (Number of Persons per Room)
 
	It is defined as the number of occupants per room (number of persons who live in the household divided by the total number of occupied rooms of the household).  



	Hotel
	It is defined as an accommodation establishment providing overnight lodging for the visitors in a room or unit. 



	Occupation

	Occupation refers to the kind of work done during the reference period by the person employed, or the kind of work done previously if unemployed, irrespective of the Economic Activity or the employment status of the person.  



	Economic Activity
	Economic Activity refers to the activity of the establishment in which an employed person worked during the reference period, or last worked if unemployed.  This activity is defined in terms of the kind of goods produced or services supplied by the unit in which the person works. Economic activities are classified according to the unified commodity classification in the West Bank and Gaza Strip which is based on the International Standard Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC Rev3).



	Monthly Work Days
	Number of days at work during the month, excluding week-ends, holidays, sick and other paid or unpaid leaves. One hour of work in a given day is considered as one work-day, thus the half-day work on Thursdays, customary in Palestinian civil services, is accounted for as one work-day in this survey.



	Daily Wage
	Cash net wages paid to the waged employee from the employer. Wages received in different currencies are converted into New Israeli Shiekles according to the exchange rate in the survey period 



	Output


	Output is measured in a given time period as the value of the goods and services produced within an establishment and are capable of being delivered to other units even though they may also be used for own account consumption or own account gross fixed capital formation. 



	Production Inputs
	The value of goods and services included in production process like: fuel and oil, electricity, water, etc.



	Compensation of  Employees
	 It is defined as the total remuneration, including social contributions, in cash or in kind, payable to an employee.

	Trade Margin
	It is the total profit generated by buying and selling goods.



	Intermediate Consumption
	It is the total value of inputs used, consumed or transformed in the production process.

  

	Gross Value Added 
	It is a vital production economic concept that refers to the value generated by a unit engaged in productive activity. Gross value added is defined as total output minus intermediate consumption.



	Consumption of Fixed Capital:
	It is the decline between the beginning and the end of accounting period, in the value of fixed assets owned by an enterprise as a result of their physical deterioration and normal rates of obsolescence and accidental damage. 



	Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
	GDP is an aggregate measurement of production of goods and services taking place in a given time period.  There are three ways of estimating GDP: GDP by production, expenditure and income.




Changes in inventories: Changes in inventories are measured as the value of goods entered in inventories minus the value of goods withdrawn from inventories.

	
	

	Wastewater Disposal
	System of collectors, pipelines, conduits and pumps to evacuate wastewater (rainwater, domestic and other wastewater) from any of the location places of generation either to municipal sewage treatment plant or to a location place where wastewater is discharged. This term includes only  the closed pipe network unless it is mentioned else



	Cesspit
	A well or a pit in which night-soil and other refuse is stored; constructed with either tight or porous walls.



	Remaining West Bank
	It refers to all of the West Bank excluding those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israel in 1967.
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