 Prices and Price Indices                               

Collecting data about producer and consumer prices aim at creating specific indices for them. Because of the fundamental importance of these data, an integrated system that covers all aspects as to the strategies of collecting prices, sources and their geographic distribution was outlined. Price index is used on a large scale as an indicator to measure inflation and cessation rates. Ordinary people use this index as an indicator to guide households in term of household budget and its constituents. It is used to measure the differences in currency buying power, as well as to monitor the changes that accrue to prices of market goods, and what follows that of monitoring price directions, market situation and living expenses. Price indices are considered one of the most important instruments used in preparing national accounts to rid income and national grosses from effects of price changes.

Methodology

As to consumer prices, a non-probability (intended) sample was selected. This sample represents all sources of different commodities in a way that assures full coverage of all goods that constitute part of the consumer’s basket in the Palestinian Territory in terms of consumer price. For producer prices, a simple and random sample representing all big and small activities, which enter within producer prices system in the Palestinian Territory, was used. Moreover, a systematic stratified random sample was drawn for some activities. 

Consumer prices are collected through personal interviews of retailers such as groceries, supermarkets, linen and fabric stores, restaurants, public services, private schools and physicians among others. Consequently, prices of all commodities and services prices are covered according to the rate of change and circulation in the markets. Producer prices are collected from commodities production sources, that is, factories that produce those goods besides vegetable and fruit central markets in all selected area. All prices of commodities that fall under the definition of the producer prices are covered.

Data Quality

Published data are of a high quality. This came as result of implementing certain procedures. These include a comprehensive coverage of the price movement through collecting and registering all prices throughout the whole month, modernizing the commodities framework regularly as well as tracking data sources, selecting commodities of relative importance to consumer and producer prices, preparing a monthly and weekly follow up program and training and following the researchers regularly.

Definitions and Concepts
	Consumer Price
	A price paid by a consumer to gain a necessary commodity or service.



	Producer’s Price
	The producer’s price, as defined in SNA93, is the amount receivable by the producer from the purchaser for a unit of a good or service produced as output minus any VAT, or similar deductible tax, invoiced to the purchaser.  The producer prices exclude any transport charges invoiced separately by the producer.



	Price Index
	It is the average of proportional changes of a particular group price of goods and services between tow periods.



	Laspeyres Equation Price Index
	It is the index which measures comparative period prices in relation to base period prices multiplied by proportional weight of commodity or goods group throughout the base year.



	Consumer Price Index
	Consumer price index is statistical tool used for measuring changes in prices of purchased goods and services during different temporal intervals.



	The Base Period
	It is the period in which current period is compared with.



	Consumer Basket
	The categories of classified goods and services used by the consumer.



	Weighting System – Consumer Prices
	The goods and services importance range used by the consumer.



	Weighting System – Producer Prices
	The value of local production of each item of goods reflects the relative significance of that item in the totality of Palestinian Production for that period.



	Base Prices
	It is the prices of goods and services in a period in which current prices are compared with.


 Agriculture                               

The agricultural activity in the Palestinian Territory is an important productive activity. The agricultural sector has an important and fundamental role in the national economy since agricultural products contribute with a big portion in the Foreign Trade and providing foreign currency. This sector also provides many of the raw materials to other economic sectors.

With regard to olive oil presses, olives are important crops that are produced in the Palestinian Territory. The area that is planted with olive trees comprises 53% of the total dry agricultural land in the Palestinian Territory. This sector contributes with 20% of the total value of agricultural production.

The data that the annual survey provides about agricultural statistics and the olive oil presses fulfill the needs of research and economic analysis. These data also help decision makers, planners, and those interested in drawing economic policies and contributing to the development of the agricultural sector in this critical stage of home building.

Methodology

Cooperating closely with the Ministry of Agriculture, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics designed a questionnaire that included the most important agricultural indicators to represent an entire agricultural year that extends from the beginning of October until the end of September of the following year. Data collection is conducted at the locality level. The questionnaire covered the Palestinian Territory except for some localities in Jerusalem (localities that Israel annexed forcibly after occupying the West Bank in 1967).

Agricultural guides at Agricultural Departments collect questionnaire data according to the areas under the administration of the different Agricultural Departments and in away that covers all localities in the Palestinian Territory. In some instances, data are collected for more than one locality  in one questionnaire. The Ministry of Agriculture edits these data in the office and endorses them before submitting them to the PCBS which in its turn re-edits the data and encodes its symbols according to the symbols guide that is set up for that target. Before entering data, a number of data entry operators are trained to use entry programs. Then data are entered into computers. To ensure accuracy of the data entered, special guidelines were set up to edit the entered data mechanically through relying on the logicality and consistency of questionnaire data . According to this mechanism, the questionnaire sheets are prepared. These sheets include the questionnaire involving errors. The errors are corrected and entered for another time in order to arrive at new and error-free data. Finally, results are derived.

With regard to olive oil presses, the press survey questionnaire was designed on the basis of uniting all parts and questions with other economic chain questionnaires that are conducted by the PCBS. In designing these questionnaires, the most important agricultural and economic variables were taken care of. The olive oil press questionnaire renders all working presses in the Palestinian Territory whether these presses were old, half automatic or full automatic. Comprehensive listing was used in this survey. As for closed presses, a recognition questionnaire was filled out where these presses were referred to as closed presses. During olive picking season that extends from the middle of October in a specific year until the beginning of January of the following year, Data are collected annually. The researcher and then followed by the supervisor edit the questionnaire and the daily forms in a preliminary form. Then field editor edits these questionnaires in terms of form and content. Afterwards the questionnaires are edited by the official editor for the last time. The questionnaire is then encoded according to the encoding guidelines that are previously set up and used by PCBS. Before the process of data entry starts, a number of data entry operators are trained on how to use the software. These guidelines and procedures are implemented to ensure collected data accuracy and to obtain good and error-free data before deriving final results.

Data Quality

Data collection depended on the localities as statistical units. The (International) Food and Agriculture Organization guidelines however depend on agricultural holding. Because the records are not used at the locality level, the data are subject to errors. And thus the extent of human bias increases, where a discrepancy in questionnaire completion by different agricultural guides is observed. This impacts the collected data. Crop productivity, prices of agricultural goods, as well as values of agricultural production needs are estimated through the cooperation between the Ministry of Agriculture and the PCBS. The reason is inability to obtain these forms from the Agricultural holdings as recommended internationally. It can also be said that many of these gaps in data completion, particularly in the numbers of nurseries and wells, leads to the difficulty of publishing these data and relying on them. There is a discrepancy in the reality and the accuracy of the data that are available from one governorate to another. This is due to the difference in the agricultural structures amongst various governorates. It is also due to the extent of follow up continuity the agricultural guides, as well as the range of the availability of administrative records that are related to the agricultural sector for each governorate.

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics’s work was limited to editing, coding, processing, and data entry of the 1997/1998 statistical agricultural questionnaire used by Ministry of Agriculture Departments. The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics also estimated indicators required for computing agricultural accounts in coordination with specialists and those in charge in the Ministry of Agriculture. These data were not collected and derived according to the international recommendation. Thus, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics highly values the necessity of users’ cautious handling any trend in these data 

As for the observations relevant to the olive oil presses, survey execution on the basis of comprehensive enumeration of all statistical units targeted in the study (presses) had led to the absence of sampling errors in the survey. Also, the good response from the presses’ owners and the nice treatment of the field workers had the greatest influence on providing these data with good quality. All presses hence expressed their willingness to participate in this survey. The use of the daily form increased the data reliability of the outcomes more than all collecting only once at the end of the season. It is worth mentioning that these data do not cover that part of Jerusalem which was annexed forcefully by Israel after the occupation of the West Bank in 1967.

All data collection for this survey was done based on the Shekel, while the results displayed in the charts were in the American dollars after converting to American dollars based on the average of exchange rates during survey month.

Definitions and Concepts
	Protected Agriculture 


	The use of plastic covers (houses or tunnels), or glasshouses to protect against drops in temperature and fluctuations of day and night temperatures. Plasti-culture is used in many instances for off-season production, i.e. the production of certain crops earlier than normal.



	Area Under  Permanent Crops


	The area devoted to fruit trees that did not need to replanted annually, or the area assumed by fruit trees, i.e. scattered and in association with other crops (inter-cropped).



	Cultivated Area


	Area which was prepared and planted by one crop or more and by either permanent or temporary crops.

	Irrigated Area
	Gross area of land deliberately that normally provided with water other than rain for improving of production.

	Agricultural Year
	The period  extended from the first of October of the current year to the end of September of the next year.

	Harvested Area
	Total area from which the crop is gathered. The land is counted as many times as the crop is harvested in the same year.

	Quantity of Olives
	Quantity (in kilogram) of olive fruits pressed in one shift. 

	Quantity of Oil
	Quantity of olive oil in kilogram extracted from the pressed olives.  


Transport and Communication                               

Transport and communication statistics are considered one of the main fields in official statistics. Economically, transportation and communication sector contributes effectively in the gross domestic income. Geographically, it represents the connecting link inside the society, and between one society and the other societies. Decision makers, institutions, and ministries’ attention to the transportation and communication statistics has increased due to their importance in planning and restructuring the infrastructure of the State of Palestine. The primary elements for Transport and communication sector generally comprise ground transportation, air transportation, railroads in addition to all telecommunications components of all sorts such as all types of letters, incoming and outgoing packages, basic calls and phone lines, as well as other components.

Methodology

In providing Transport and communication data, administrative records were mainly used. Data that are related to ground transportation which include the length of road network, number of vehicles and others were obtained from the Palestinian Geographic Center, Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation, Ministry of Public Works, Arab Studies Society, Ministry of Transport. As for mail statistics, the Ministry of Post and Telecommunication provide the PCBS with copies of the original monthly forms that the Ministry obtains from administrative offices under its control in different governorates. 

Data Quality

The data relevant to the numbers of vehicles by type of fuel in Gaza Strip governorate are not available. As for mail data, pertinent categories were standardized in cooperation with the Ministry of Post and Telecommunication based on the international standards. It is also observed that the data about mail issued in Gaza lack some services compared to mail data in the West Bank. This is due to the unavailability of express mail, telegraphs, and small shipments in Gaza Strip. As for the outgoing phone calls, these include outgoing calls in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Calls in Jerusalem meanwhile include the outgoing calls from the West Bank and Gaza Strip to Jerusalem (that part of Jerusalem Governorate that Israel forcibly annexed after its occupation of the West bank in 1967). 

Data reliability is one of the most important quality measures. Two types of errors influence these data: sampling and non-sampling errors. To minimize these errors, a preliminary editing process was conducted upon receiving the data from sources. In cases where errors occurred or when data were unclear, relevant organizations were consulted and asked to adjust the data according to their guidelines. Upon completion of data processing, data were edited to assure logicality.

Definitions and Concepts

	Main Road
	Serves for national or inter district traffic.



	Regional Road
	Branching off from, or lining, main roads.



	Access Road
	Leading from a main or regional road to a certain point within a locality.

	Vehicle
	A vehicle running on wheels and intended for use on roads.

	Motor Vehicle
	A vehicle fitted with auto propulsive engine, it is normally used for carrying persons or goods, and drawing vehicles. 



	Postal Material
	Includes: Letters, printed matters, postal packets, parcels, and telegrams.




 Construction                               

Construction is a vital activity in the Palestinian Economy, it contributes substantially in the Palestinian Gross Domestic Product and employment.

In an attempt to provide statistical data on the different aspects of this activity, PCBS had initiated the Construction- Contractors Survey within the economic survey series since 1994. PCBS had also started to prepare statistics on building licenses as of the first quarter of 1996 and had also conducted the annual Existing Buildings Survey starting from the reference year 1996 that covers the informal sector of the construction activities.
Methodology
Statistical data is currently collected for the Construction- Contractors and the Existing Buildings Surveys on annual basis. The Construction- Contractors survey covers all enterprises engaged in construction activities, while a two stage stratified cluster random sample was used in Existing Buildings Survey where the building is the statistical unit. Regarding the Building Licenses Statistics, data is currently collected through filling the designated form from the administrative records of the different official licenses issuing authorities.  This was initiated on quarterly basis as of 1996 first quarter. 

Qualified and well-trained fieldworkers meet interviewers. These fieldworkers are also knowledgeable of the terms pertaining to statistical data and information used the designated survey questionnaire. After interviewing, questionnaires are edited and coded in the office to become ready for data entry. Then preliminary tables of the survey results are derived. These tables are edited according to consistency regulations to produce final survey  tables. 

Data Quality

Construction- Contractors survey: 

 Statistical data had been obtained from book keeping  registers where it is available, otherwise interviewers are asked to provide their best estimations. 
 Due to the special status of Jerusalem, many difficulties has a raised in data collection process which affects the response rates and the accuracy of  the statistical data.
 Statistical data are collected by the currency used by enterprises, and then all currencies are converted to US $ according to the exchange rates for the reference year. 

Existing Buildings Survey:

 It was difficult to find the numbers of the buildings that had been placed by the teams of the 1997 Census, because most of them had been removed or covered.

 As it was expected, it was difficult for the owners of the buildings to provide adequate answers, especially the year when the building was finished and details of construction costs.

The fieldworkers exerted tremendous efforts to get comprehensive and accurate data according to the interviewers estimations.

 Building Licenses Statistics:

· It is worth mentioning some of the difficulties in the process of collecting data for this statistics. The UNRWA didn’t cooperate with PCBS in completing data pertaining to building licenses issued for the camps residents.

· Some of  the building licenses for some localities in Jerusalem Governorate are issued by Abu deis, Beer nabala and Arram essuing authority offices. 

Definitions and Concepts

	Building Ownership


	Private, Governmental, Local Authority, Cooperative Society, Charitable Society, Other.



	Status of the Building to be Licensed


	New, when the building site is entirely vacant, Addition to an already existing licensed building, Addition to non-licensed existing, building (or part of building) that needs licensing, Existing building, Existing extensions.



	Building Utilization


	Residential, Non-Residential, The boundary wall.




 Industry                               

Industry is an important economic sector in the Palestinian Territory. It, similar to other sectors, contributes effectively and actively in the gross domestic product and employing labor force. Out of the necessity of providing primary statistical data about these activities, the PCBS executed a special survey of these activities as part of the statistical economic survey chain. Industry Survey provides data about number of organization, number of employees, compensations of employees, output values, intermediate consumption, value added, stock values, assets movements as well as other economic indicators. Industry Survey contributes in providing primary data necessary for preparing national accounts of Palestine and providing data needed for research and economic analysis purposes. These are also important for decision makers, planners, and those concerned in the industrial sector. 

Methodology

Industry Survey data are collected annually and periodically, using single stage stratified systematic random sample model. Institutions represent the primary sampling units. Industry Survey includes the following activities: mining and query uses, transformational industries as well as water, gas and electricity supplies. Survey data are collected via personal interviews of the owners or managers of targeted institutions. Well-trained and qualified field workers conduct these interviews using Survey questionnaire. Then data are edited and encoded in the office to become ready for entry. Upon data entry completion, preliminary tables are derived. These tables are edited according to consistency guidelines to reach results final tables.

Data Quality

Required data for researchers are provided through the institutions’ bookkeeping records whenever they are available. In cases where organizations do not keep these records, and usually these are small institutions, respondents were asked to provide best estimates. Some difficulties arose in collecting required data from survey institutions in Jerusalem because of its unique status, which affects on the Survey statistical data accuracy. With regard to currency, collecting data is conducted based on the currency used in each institutions. Then all currencies are transformed to US dollar according to average exchange rates of a year. 
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