Health                                

PCBS, sought to provide statistics on the most important indicators including functions, activities, and other indicators related to health conditions in the Palestinian Territory. This comes in an attempt to outline successful plans intended to promote health conditions for our Palestinian people, and then present them to decision makers and policy planners.

Methodology

Statistics presented in this section are based on two sources. The first was the administrative records of public and private, governmental and non-governmental health institutions. The second source was the results deduced from the Health Survey in the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1996.

Data Quality

The Heath Survey –1996 data included a series of editing procedures. During their flow, the data were followed up intensively and continuously to assure completeness and accuracy. 

Special forms were also designed through collecting administrative records data and were sent to the health institutions. When the forms were completed, data were tested and edited as to their preparedness and completion. The data then were entered into designed tables for this purpose. Finally, upon data entry, the tables were edited and the necessary tests were conducted to assure the correctness, logicality and consistency.

Definitions and Concepts 
	Health
	A state of complete physical, mental and social well being and not merely the absence of a disease or infirmity.

	Hospital
	An institution whose primary function is to provide services (diagnostic and therapeutic) for a variety of medical conditions, both surgical and non-surgical. Most hospitals also provide some outpatient services, particularly emergency care.

	Bed
	Available bed in room and hospital hall, which are occupied by patient for at least 24 continuous hours for receiving medical care 

	Discharges
	Discharged patient from a hospital after having the diagnostic and curative health care regardless of the discharged case (cured or died) 

	Admission
	Admitted patient to hospital for treatment or diagnosis and their stay for one night or more

	Bed Occupancy Rate 
	Hospitalization days for admitted patient by dived number of beds multiplied by days of year 

	Mean Duration
	Total hospitalization days divided by discharges patients 

	Mortality
	Deaths as a component of population change

	Infant Mortality Rate
	The number of infant deaths under one year in a given year per 1,000 live births during the year

	Types of Disability
	The disabled is defined as the person suffering from a clear and evident weakness in performing certain activities due to continuous difficulties emanating from a physical, mental or health state that lasted for more than six months. Disabilities resulting from a bone break or a disease lasting for less than six months are not considered disabilities


 Housing and Housing Conditions                               

Reliable housing statistics are necessary for social and economic planning at all levels. They are similarly important for all social statistics that rely on samples in studying the social, economic and environmental conditions of households and dwellings. These conditions need improvement is evident. To this end, it is necessary to collect a volume of demographic, social and economic data large enough to present a description of housing conditions and study the potential of conducting corrective procedures.

Housing Statistics, including building types, ownership, materials used in building, foundation years, housing density, durable goods available to residents as well as number of houses annually constructed, have important impact on the living conditions of the dwellers of the Palestinian Territory.

Methodology

1. Demographic Survey-1995 

A multi-stage stratified clustered random sample was designed for this Survey. In order to accomplish the objective of obtaining the most representative population sample, preliminary sampling units (communities) were classified according to several categories: district centers, remaining municipalities, camps, villages with a population greater than 1000, and villages with a population less than 1000. 15,735 households were interviewed in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, a number representing 98.3% of those selected for the sample. A pre-experiment for the survey was conducted which aimed at thoroughly testing the surveying tool (the questionnaire and the forms), the structure of field work, the mechanism used in the field to record data, and the main Census’s estimates of human and material sources.

2. Population, Housing, and Establishments Census -1997 

A census is defined as the entire process of collecting, classifying, processing, analyzing, designing and providing statistical data pertaining to the number of houses and their distribution according to various characteristics during a specified period of time and within a specific geographical area. Direct interviewing of respondents was used to obtain the housing units data. Sampling was not used in the Census. The researchers’ instructions emphasized the necessity of repeated visits to households in order to ensure that all data were obtained from qualified individuals. During the preparatory phase of the Census, a pre-experiment was conducted in March 1996 that encompassed (15) enumeration areas. Definitions and instructions to insure the collection of accurate data were set forth at this time as well.

3. Palestinian Expenditures and Consumption Survey -1998 

This Survey plan relies mainly on the United Nations and the International Labor Organization guidelines on field surveys. As such, a multi-stage stratified clustered sample was used. The sample consisted of 12 representative partial monthly samples. Data collection was accomplished through direct transfer of household expenditure and consumption. The Survey questionnaire therefore contained a cover page, a list of household members, questions about monthly and annual household income as well as questions about the condition of the house (its characteristics and durable goods). The sample size was 3,196 households. 2,851 household-completed-questionnaires were received. This figure is sufficient for making estimates. In order to control data and spot errors, field data were cross-referenced in the design of the program used to analyze data.

4. Labor Forces Survey (15th Round) -1999

The main Survey questionnaire is the tool for data collection and thus has to meet technical specifications for the fieldwork phase as well as requirements of data collection and analysis. The Labor Power Questionnaire is based on the general outline of the labor force as endorsed by the International Labor Bureau. A two-folded stratified clustered random sample was used in this Survey. The sample size was 7,559 households distributed among 481 work areas. This size is considered sufficient to provide estimates of the main characteristics of the labor force. The team members who were selected to work in the project had good experience and had additionally served in previous Bureau surveys. Furthermore, special forms were designed for following up the delivery and reception of the questionnaires at different levels in order to keep tabs on the researchers’ daily activities. 

In this Survey, all questionnaires were reviewed according to the guidelines given to the researchers in order to insure the data was logical and to return incomplete forms to the field. The data entry process was organized so that the questionnaire was entered using Oracle Software. This program assures the functionality of all logical and possible (statistical) probabilities and adjustments, data sequencing in the questionnaire, the ability to internally review the results, as well as minimize data entry errors and field errors.

Data Quality

1. Demographic Survey - 1995 

Data pertinent to this Survey were collected through sampling and not via comprehensive numeration. Thus they are prone to two types of errors: sampling and non-sampling errors. As to the sampling errors, variance and effects of sample designs were calculated for the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. While for the non-sampling errors, an effective and efficient method was used during training, supervision and also during drafting questionnaire questions. House conditions were one of the main subjects the Survey questionnaire included. A special focus was given to the mechanism of answering its questions during training female field workers. This positively affected data quality as was reflected through different that were conducted on Survey data.

2. Population, Housing and Establishments Census –1997 

Qualified field workers holding College Diploma or higher were selected. Additionally and to avoid the full or partial Israeli closures of the Palestinian Territory, living in the same neighborhood was also considered in the process fieldworkers selection. Plans and training programs were also prepared for all field workers. These programs were distributed in a way where every advisor supervises five supervisors and each supervisor monitors five numerators in the average. Strict instructions were given to all workers and at all levels. These instructions required that supervisors review their own and their teams’ field and office work. Each supervisor thus was given 5% of the enumeration work to ensure accuracy and well being of the work. The supervisor also completed 10% of the households’ data that were previously gathered. In order to assure best follow up, a central operations headquarters was established in the West Bank and another in Gaza Strip. These included technicians and administrators in order to answer all inquiries and to issue instructions to those working in the field.

3. Palestinian Expenditures and Consumption Survey –1998 

Data accuracy is regarded as the closest estimate to the most precise or real value. Sampling errors were treated in this Survey using a probable sample designed to appropriately and constantly compute errors. The variance in household expenditures and consumption was also calculated. It was evident that those data are of a high quality. Non-sampling errors resulted from the peculiarity of this Survey and the fact that households considered it interference in the very details of their personal lives, and thus cases of refusal emerged. Certain tools were created to convince these households to respond and therefore minimize such refusal cases as much as possible. Fieldwork teams were trained to use all possible strategies to encounter such problematic matters. 

4. Labor Force Survey (15th round) -1999

Field workers encountered errors resulting from lack of response due to either the unavailability of households in the house during their visits, or the household refusal to cooperate in data completion. The rate of such cases was 9.5%. This is considered relatively small compared to international labor force surveys. Non- response rate was only 5.3%. It is worth mentioning here that the survey questionnaire was designed in a way that allowed holding comparisons with the previous rounds of labor force surveys. Demographic data show that these data were consistent and of a high quality. External and internal tests showed that the data are very good as well.

Definitions and Concepts 
	Housing Unit Type
	Housing unit type may refer to (villa, house, apartment, independent room, Marginal, tent or other).

	Average Housing Density
	It refers to the average number of persons living in the room. This average calculated through dividing the total number of individuals for a certain category by the total number of rooms for that particular category.

	Tenure of Housing Unit
	Tenure status indicates whether the household occupies the housing unit as owner, rented unfurnished, rented furnished, without payment, for work, or other.

	Availability of Private Car
	This section refers to the private car owned by the household.

	Availability of Phone Line 
	This section refers to the phone line owned by the household.  (other than mobile phones).

	Utilization of the Building
	It refers to the way the building is currently used, regardless of the purpose of its construction. The utilization could be (Habitation Only, Habitation and Work, Work Only, Closed or Vacant(. 


 Living Standards                            

PCBS conducted the first Palestinian Expenditure and Consumption Survey between 1/10/1995 and 30/9/1996. The second and third rounds of the survey were conducted during (January – December 1997) and (January - December 1998) respectively. The sample size was 4893 households for the year 1996, while 3600 and 3000 households in 1997 and 1998 respectively. The Survey enabled to provide data about special consumption as well as providing necessary data to prepare consumer’s price index and the contribution of household sector in the national accounts. It also assisted in identifying poverty rate, groups of special needs and dietary situation in the Palestinian Community. The data included in this chapter are extracted the Palestinian Expenditures and Consumption Survey that the PCBS conducted between 1996 and 1998.

Methodology 

The Palestinian Expenditures and Consumption Survey plan mainly relies on United Nations guidelines and those of International Labor Office relevant to household budget surveys. The main principles for the Survey plan are summarized as follows:

The use of a two-fold stratified clustered random sample to represent the Palestinian society. This sample consisted of 12 representative partial samples, one per month. Survey duration was 12 months. Thus bias that results from the seasonality of household expenditures and consumption can be prevented.  Registration period is one month for each household. 

Data collection was mainly conducted where household completed expenditure and consumption values. Field Workers conducted weekly visits to record the data in the questionnaire. Field workers visit households on a regular basis, day after day often, in order to help them in the completion process. This was used in an elastic way. Households with good educational background managed the registration process on their own.

Data Quality

Errors in this Survey are sampling and non-sampling errors. Sampling errors resulted from studying samples in the society, and not all units. Non-sampling errors occured due to the spatiality of this survey and to the fact that many households regarded it an intervention in the very details of their personal lives. Thus there were refusal cases that were faced by creating certain instruments to convince such households to respond and consequently minimize refusal cases as much as possible. The data quality errors were minimized due to the high competence and the distinguished performance of the fieldwork teams that were selected and trained very carefully. It is worth mentioning that the response rate in the Palestinian Territory was 94.3% in 1996; it reached 93.7% and 92.2% in 1997 and 1998 respectively.

Definitions and Concepts
	Expenditure:
	Includes the following:

1. Cash spent on purchase of goods and services for living purposes.

2. The value of goods and services payments or part of payments received from the employer.

3. Cash expenditure spent as taxes (non-commercial or non-industrial), gifts, contributions, interests on debts and other non-consumption items.

	Consumption:
	Includes the following:

1. Cash spent on purchase of goods and services for living purposes.

2. The value of goods and service payments or part of payments received from the employer.

3. Own-produced goods and food, including consumed quantities during the recording period.

4. Estimated rent value of the dwelling.

	Poverty
	Is Often Defined as “ the absence of the minimum standard of income or resources to meet basic needs” and as “ the inability to attain the minimum standard of living” Tow poverty lines have been developed according to actual spending patterns of Palestinian families. The first, termed “ deep poverty line” was calculated to reflect a budget for food, clothing and housing. The second line adds other necessities including health care, education, transportation, personal care, and housekeeping supplies. Since expenditure levels better reflect the population’s needs, and help to specify the poverty line in Palestine, the monthly expenditure level is used rather than the monthly income.


 Security and Justice                               

Methodology

Data collection plan relevant to crime and victimization relies on the international guidelines pertinent to victimization surveys and administrative records. International guidelines emphasize the necessity of data collection as to crime and its different components. A method was identified to monitor and test the data obtained from public institutions (police, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Social Affairs, Palestinian Attorneys’ Union) through conducting periodical victimization surveys. It is worth mentioning that there are limitations on the variables that needed to be gathered whether from administrative records or surveys. Data derived from administrative records are collected monthly. These are subject to a battery of technical operations, and they are published annually. Survey data are collected every three years using the questionnaire as the main instrument for data collection. 

Data Quality

Sampling errors are related to studying sample in the society and not all society units. Those errors are easy to measure and anticipate. Non-sampling errors are due to causes that are related to field worker, respondent, data editor, encoder, and data entry operator. Some are due to the fact that some researchers view their criminal acts as household private affairs. Necessary procedures were taken to minimize the effect of sampling and non-sampling errors as much as possible. These data can be used to derive acceptable high-quality statistical indicators about the reality of criminal acts, victims and criminals in Palestine.

As far as administrative records are concerned, the following observations are relevant to data quality. These data only represent the criminal acts that were reported to one of the Palestinian police stations or have been recovered by the police. They also include data about those on trial, those convicted in the Palestinian prisons, road accidents in the areas that are under the Jurisdiction of the Palestinian National Authority as well as juvenile and court cases. The inconsistency in the terms used to described criminal acts and the court types between the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and among West Bank Governorates, this inconsistency make difficulties in the comparison for these indicators between West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Definitions and Concepts
	Crime
	Any act involving a violation of the law or public rights and duties towards the state or society in general. 

	 Victim
	The person affected by an offense or loss or is prey to catastrophic, criminal or brutal events. Any person subject to an offense or whose properties were partially or totally affected by a criminal act or incident is classified as victim.

	 Properties
	All movable and fixed assets belonging to the individuals (household members) regardless of whether they were inside or outside the house. Normally, the owner of a property is entitled to use it the way he \ she deems appropriate, provided in accordance with the provisions of the effective law. A property applies to physical, nonphysical, tangible and intangible assets as well as any item that has a market value. 


 Labor and Wages                               

The main objective of collecting data on the labor force and its components, including employment, unemployment and underemployment, is to provide basic information on the size and structure of the Palestinian labor force.  Data collected at different points in time provide a basis for monitoring current trends and changes in the labor market and in the employment situation. These data, supplemented with information on other aspects of the economy, provide a basis for the evaluation and analysis of macro-economic policies.

Methodology

Survey Questionnaire:

The survey methodology was designed taking into account the Palestinian conditions, international standards, data processing requirements and the comparability of outputs with other related surveys conducted in the Palestinian Territory.

Sampling Frame:
The sampling frame consisted of a master sample of enumeration areas (EAs) selected from the population housing and establishment census 1997, the master sample consists of area units of relatively equal size (number of households), these units have been used as primary sampling units (PSUs).

Sample Design:

The sample is a two-stage stratified cluster random sample.

Stratification:

Four levels of stratification were made:

1. Stratification by Governorates.

2. Stratification by place of residence which comprises: 

         (a) Urban
                   (b) Rural                 (c) Refugee Camps 
 

3. Stratification by classifying localities, excluding governorate capitals, into three strata based on the ownership of households within these localities of durable goods.

4. Stratification by size of locality (number of households).

Sampling Unit:

First stage, sampling units are the area units (EAs) in the master sample, the second stage sampling units are households.

Sample Size:

The sample size was 7,559 households, this amounts to a sample of a round 29,000 persons aged 10 years and over including 24,000 of working age (15 years and over) for the survey round. 

The sample size is sufficient to provide reliable estimates for the main labor force characteristics and monitoring changes  on the national level, and subpopulations.

Sample Rotation:

Each round of the Labor Force Survey covers all the 481 master sample areas.  Basically, the areas remain fixed over time, but households in 50% of the EAs are replaced each round.  The same household remains in the sample over 2 consecutive rounds, rests for the next two rounds and comes back to the sample for another and last two consecutive rounds before it is dropped from the sample.  A 50% overlap is then achieved between both consecutive rounds and between consecutive years (making the sample efficient for monitoring purposes).

Weights:

The weights are calculated to compensate for non-response rates and to satisfy the population size estimations during the round for subgroups that are classified by  region, sex and age groups.

Estimations and Variances:
The output of estimates in the survey are of the types: totals, means, and proportions. These estimates are produced by the use of Ratio.

It is very important to calculate standard errors for the main survey estimates so that the user can have an idea of data reliability or precision. The standard errors are produced for the main estimates.

Data quality

Data quality considered an important subject for all surveys, because it is related to the existence of data errors, there are two types of errors, sampling errors and non sampling errors, the sampling errors results from studying a sample to represent the whole society, while non-sampling errors results from the survey structure (Collecting and manipulating data), on the other hand the Palestinian Territory is facing avery serious and dangerous military and security conditions, because of the Israeli closure on the Palestinian Territory since September 2000, which resulted in direct effects on the first round (January-March, 2001), as the interviewers could not reach the targeted regions to collect data, causing an increase the non-response errors.

Definitions and Concepts
	Labor Force
	The economically active population (Labor Force) consisting of all persons aged 15 years and over who were either employed or unemployed.

	
	

	Employed
	All persons a

ged 15 years and older who were at work at  least one hour during the reference week, or who were not at work during the reference week, but held a job or owned a business from which they were temporarily absent (because of illness, vacation, temporarily stoppage, or any other reason).  Employed persons are classified according to employment status as follows:



	Underemployment
	Underemployment exists when a person’s employment is inadequate in relation to alternative employment, account being taken of his/her occupational skills.


	Unemployed


	All persons aged 15 years and older who did not work at all during the reference week, who were not absent from a job and were available for work and actively seeking a job during the reference week. Persons who worked in Israel and were absent from work due to closure are considered unemployed.


	
	

	Employer
	A person who operates his or her own economic enterprise or engages independently in a profession or trade, and hires one or more waged employees.



	Own-account Worker (Self-Employed)
	A person who operates his or her own economic enterprise or engages  independently in a profession or trade, and hires no employees.

.



	Employee
	A person who works for a public or private employer and receives  remuneration in wage, salary, commission, tips, piece-rates or pay in kind.



	Unpaid Family Member
	A person who works without pay in an economic enterprise operated by a related person living in the same household

	Persons Outside Labor Force
	The population not economically active comprises all persons 15 years and over, who were neither employed nor unemployed accordingly to the definitions mentioned above.




6





7





8





9





10








PAGE  
[66]


