Land Use

Land use statistics represent one of the most important fields in official statistics. All countries publish data and statistics related to land use. These statistics have a special importance in the Palestinian Territory due to the scarcity of natural sources as well as the political situation. These statistics are also an important tool in measure the change of land use over time-they can be used in laying out the environmental plans and strategies. Land use statistics are further meant to provide statistical data that play an important role in drafting developmental regulations, projects and policies to organize and limit land usage.

Methodology

Statistics presented in this section were derived from different sources: Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation as well as the Ministry of Transport and communication. Other sources include public institutions such as the Society of Arabic Studies in addition to the Population, Housing, and Establishments Census, 1997, conducted by PCBS.

Data Quality

Data quality depends on the sufficiency and availability of the administrative records where statistics were derived from. The discrepancy in the adopted concepts in the source of datum and the international concepts may not allow us to rely largely on these data when comparing with other countries. But at the same time this discrepancy describes the Palestinian reality with regard to the subjects and the indicators that were discussed.  Land uses whose data are unavailable were listed under a different heading.

Definitions and Concepts 
	Agricultural Land
	This refers to the major classes of land use on agricultural holdings. For classification the "gross area" is surveyed for each class. Agricultural land includes land under scattered farm buildings, yards and their annexes, permanently uncultivated land, such as uncultivated patches, banks footpaths, ditches, headlands and shoulders.

	Forests and other Wooded Land
	This means land used permanently (i.e. for five years and more) for herbaceous forage crops. Permanent meadows and pastures on which trees and shrubs are grown should be recorded under this heading only if the growing of forage crops is the most important use of the area.

	Built- up Land
	Land under houses, roads, mines and quarries and any other facilities including their auxiliary spaces, deliberately inside pursuit of human activities.  Included are also certain types of open land (non-built-up land), which are closely related to these activities, such as waste tips, derelict land in built-up areas, junkyards, city parks and gardens, etc.  Land occupied by scattered farm buildings, yards and their annexes is excluded.  Land under closed villages or similar rural localities is included.

	Built-up Land in Israeli Settlements
	It refers to all human activity area within the settlement including built-up area, service facilities, public gardens and parks, open squares and roads.  It excludes the land that is planned for construction according to the master plan of the settlement or confiscated land to be annexed later to the settlement. 

	Other Land
	Include types of land uses, which are not mentioned above. 

	Population Density
	Number of population per km2 of area.


Population                                

Until recently, the available demographic statistics about the Palestinian Territory have been characterized by the multiplicity and variation of its sources. After succeeding in executing the first Palestinian Census, highly accurate demographic data about the Palestinian Territory became available. Providing demographic indicators for the current and forthcoming years is regarded as an important matter for laying out plans and outlining future policies.

Methodology

Published data about population depend on:

1. Housing and Establishments Census that was executed towards the end of 1997.  This census is expected to be conducted periodically every ten years. 

2. Population in the Palestinian Territory (1997-2025).  Which depends on the data provided by the Population, Housing and Establishments Census. 

3. Small Area Population Report (1997-2010). Also depends on data provided by the Population, Housing and Establishments Census. 

4. The Demographic Survey that was conducted in 1995. 

Data Quality

The data included in this part represent two basic sources: the Population, Housing and Establishments Census - 1997, and the Demographic Survey - 1995. The data of the Census were subject to a series of procedures to assure data reliability through preventing error, removing error causes and uncovering errors and correcting them where made. The quality control procedure accompanied all the phases of the Census beginning from the preparatory phase, going through the executive phase and finally data processing. The second source of data, the Demographic Survey - 1995, underwent a series of tests and editing procedures to ensure data reliability in all its phases of execution, in addition to the intensive and continuous follow-up that aimed at ensuring data accuracy and comprehensiveness.

International immigration is influenced by political and economic variables that take place inside and outside of the Palestinian Territory. As a result of the peace process, the return of limited numbers of Palestinians to their hometown between 1997-2010 was assumed. This will not prejudice in any way the unconditional right or return of all Palestinians according to the Security Council resolution 194 that lays down the necessity of allowing all willing Palestinians to return to their hometowns and live at peace at the earliest practicable date. 

The detailed tables presented in this report are limited to the final results of the population counted during the period of 10-24/12/1997, and does not include 83,805 persons who were uncounted population estimates according to post enumeration survey and population of J1 those parts of Jerusalem annexed by Israel in 1967, the number of these 210,209 persons.
Definitions and Concepts

	Place of Birth 


	The mother's usual place of residence at the time of her child's birth.

	Crude Birth Rate (CBR)
	The number of births per 1,000 persons in a given year.  Not to be confused with growth rate.



	Crude Death Rate (CDR)
	The number of deaths per 1,000 persons in a given year.



	Natural Increase
	The surplus (or deficit) of births over deaths in a population in a given time period.



	Growth Rate
	The rate at which a population is increasing (or decreasing) in a given year due to natural increase and net migration, expressed as a percentage of the base population.



	Total Fertility Rate (TFR)
	The average number of children that would be born alive to a woman (or group of women) during her life time if she were to pass through her child bearing years conforming to the age-specific fertility rates of a given year.




Household                                

Data related to household, marriage and divorce are important in becoming familiar with the demographic situation in the Palestinian society. PCBS considered the provision of periodical and up-to-date data that aid in deducing future expectations for these demographic indicators one of its priorities. The PCBS also had sought to provide a complete database to these subjects to benefit decision makers, policy planners, researchers and those interested.

Methodology 

Published household data depend on three main sources. The first is the Population, Housing and Establishments Census – 1997, expected to be conducted periodically every 10 years. The second is the Shari’at (Islamic law) and courts administrative records in the Palestinian Territory. Since 1996, an annual data collection related to marriage and divorce has been conducted. The third source is the Demographic Survey –1995 where data for this Survey was gathered via survey sampling.

Data quality

The data included in this part depend on three main sources: the Population, Housing and Establishments Census – 1997, Demographic Survey –1995 and administrative records pertaining to marriage and divorce in the Palestinian Territory. These data were subject to a series of procedures to ensure the provision of reliable data through working on preventing error making, removing errors causes, recovering such errors and correcting them when made. The quality assurance procedure took place during all work phases, beginning from the preparatory phase, going through the executive stage and ending with data processing and charts deriving.

Definitions and Concepts

	Median Age
	The age which divides a population into two numerically equal groups; that is, half the people are younger than this age and half are older.

 

	Duration of Marriage in Completed Years
	It refers to the time span between the date of the actual (from traditional viewpoint) marriage and the date of the interview for women married once. It refers as well, to the time span between the date of the actual (from traditional viewpoint) marriage and the date of marriage split (by divorce or widowhood) for women married once or more than once. 



	Crude Marriage  Rate (CMR)
	The number of marriages per 1000 population in mid year. 



	Crude Divorce  Rate       

 (CDR)
	The number of divorces per 1000 population in mid year. 


Education                                

Education represents one of the most important sectors in the society. Governments pay special attention to this sector since it constitutes the real investment in peoples’ futures. Educational statistics are used as an appropriate instrument to measure societal and governmental performance in providing a suitable environment for children and youth to practice their right in education. Also, educational level of the people reflects, even though approximately, the on-going progress in the society at the social and economic levels. It also portrays a clear picture of the quality of labor force.

Methodology

It is well known that there are two main sectors for educational statistics. The first is statistics are pertinent to schools, students, teachers as well those related to educational characteristics of the individuals in the society. Usually, data-collection related to this sector is conducted annually using special questionnaires or based on administrative records. The second source is through household surveys or comprehensive population censuses that countries conduct every ten years.

This chapter includes data about education at various levels (kindergartens, schools, community colleges and universities), and all supervising institutions (government, UNRWA, private sector). These data are derived from the educational institutions databases for the academic years 1994/1995-1998/1999. The chapter also includes data about the 1995 and 1997 of the individuals’ educational characteristics in the Palestinian society. These were extracted from the Demographic Survey –1995 and the Population, Housing ad Establishments Census –1997. 

Data Quality

Statistics included in this section are of a good reliability and represent the learning and educational conditions in Palestine in a highly accurate manner. Editing Data were edited and made consistent before endorsing them as representative of the educational sector.

Definitions and Concepts

	School
	Any educational institution excluding kindergartens, regardless of students’ number and grade structure.

	Government School
	Any educational institution run by MOE or any other ministry or governmental instrument.

	UNRWA School
	Any school run or supervised by UNRWA.

	Private School
	Any licensed local or foreign non-governmental educational institution.

	Kindergarten


	Any educational institution licensed by MOE offering education to four or five year olds. Kindergarten Consists of the first and second grades.

	Drop-out Student
	A student who left school during the last scholastic year and who did not transfer to another school.

	Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)
	Is the total enrolment of pupils in a grade or cycle or level of education, regardless of age, expressed as percentage of the corresponding eligible official age-group population in a given school-year.

	Net Enrolment Ratio (NER)
	Is the number of pupils in the official school-age, expressed as percentage of the total population in that age-group.

	Repeater
	A student who fails one or more subjects and therefore is not promoted to the following grade.


Culture                                

The data that cultural organizations and household surveys provide are the primary sources for cultural statistics. The first source includes all organizations that present cultural activities for the benefits of all individuals in the society. Normally, data are collected about the numbers of these organizations, individuals’ frequent visits to them, as well as rate of beneficiaries and their geographical coverage besides other indicators. The second source of cultural statistics provides statistics about cultural practices of the individuals themselves.

The main objective of this section is to provide statistics on cultural practices of the individuals in the society as well as providing data on the cultural organizations and activities in the Palestinian Territory that are necessary for planners, researchers, and decision makers who outline developmental policies.

Methodology

In order to bridge the current gap in the field of the statistics of Palestinian culture and its all forms, the PCBS executed the first survey about Palestinian environmental culture in April and May of 1996. In the area of providing statistics about cultural organizations, relevant official establishments coordinated their efforts to obtain data about the number of cultural organizations and other cultural activities. A set of monthly forms was designed to be used in providing periodical data about the Palestinian cultural organizations and their activities based on administrative records. Besides these forms, a set of blank tables was designed to be filled out by relevant governmental institutions depending on their own available administrative records.

This chapter includes data related to reading and newspapers study habits, listening to radio and watching TV, as well as individual’s cultural practices. These data are derived from the 1996 Cultural Survey, and from the administrative records that were gathered from the related organizations. The data represents the years 1998 and 1999.

Data Quality

The data and the indicators included in this chapter are greatly reliable. Selected field workers  were qualified and well trained to use fieldwork methods and mechanisms of data collection in an accurate manner. The data were also edited for consistency before endorsing them, and before deducing acceptable statistical indicators which carry a great meaning for the cultural condition in Palestine.

Definitions and Concepts

	Library:
	Any organized collection of printed books and periodicals or of any other graphic or audio-visual materials, and the services of the staff to provide and facilitate the use of such materials as are required to meet the informational, research, educational or recreational needs of its users.

	Newspapers
	Periodic publications intended for the general public and mainly designed to be a primary source of written information on current events connected with public affairs, international questions, politics, etc. 



	Newspaper Reading Habit
	Whether the person is accustomed to reading a newspaper or more regularly, i.e. at least four-days a week.



	Radio Listening Habit
	Whether the person is accustomed to listening to radio  and follows up broadcasted programs regardless of place and time of listening.



	Reading Habit
	The person reads regularly for the sake of increasing knowledge of promoting culture, e.g. preparation for lectures or exams or any other purpose.  Type and time reference of reading are not of special interest here.



	Television Viewing Habit
	Whether the person is accustomed to watching T.V programs regardless of type or place  and time of watching.
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