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Introduction

The third annual statistical report “Palestine Children–Issues and Statistics” is the outcome of the efforts of the Child Statistics Program (CSP) that was established by the PCBS in 1997, with the generous support of the government of Sweden through Swedish Sida. This report constitutes another solid step towards setting up a national mechanism for monitoring the reality and status of  Palestinian children, and the extent to which they enjoy their rights. The basic objective for statistical data collection, analysis and dissemination is to promote awareness among decision makers, planners, non-governmental organizations and parties concerned with defending children’s  issues in relation to planning, legislation prioritization and meeting pertinent needs.

The report is comprised a set of indicators categorized into seven basic topics, each of which constitutes a separate chapter. Our classification is in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of Children (CRC) of 1989 as a general framework, as well as the 1995 Palestinian National Plan of Action,  adopted as a special framework. 

The report involves indicators on the socio-economic reality of  Palestinian children. The importance of these indicators stems from their significance in understanding the socio- economic data in a way that serves the fulfillment of the child’s rights, including leading an honorable life. Likewise, the report involves indicators on children’s health and educational/cultural conditions. The report involves other indicators on children in need of special protection. This group involves juvenile offenders, institutionalized children, children living below the poverty line, and child labor. It is noteworthy that special attention has been given to habitual child activities. The PCBS undertook necessary preparations to conduct a survey on child labor and activities of children aged 5–17 years, along with children living below the level of  poverty, constituting the first statistical material on poor children in Palestine.

In issuing this report, the PCBS hopes that it managed to add value and provide an efficient tool for understanding the reality of  Palestinian children and their needs in a way that enhance planning levels and the setting up of developmental programs to meet the needs and rights of our children in Palestine.

Social Reality

Population projections show that the number of Palestinian population residing in the Palestinian Territory in the middle of the year 2000 is 3.15 million, 63% in the West Bank and 36.1% in the Gaza Strip.The total number includes an estimated 1.59 million males and 1.55 million females, with a sex ratio of 102.0. In comparison,  1.40 million males and 1.38 million females residing in the Palstinian Territory in 1997, with a sex ratio of 101.90. 

According to the projections, the crude birth rate in the Palestinian Territory will gradually decrease from its 1997 level of 42.7 births per 1,000 persons to 34.9 and 25.3 in 2000 and 2010 respectively.

The Palestinian society in the Palestinian Territory is young. The percentage of persons aged less than 18 years is estimated to reach 53% in 2000, 49.1% females and 50.9% males.

Females in the age group 0-4 years constitute 49.1% of the total children in this age group.  Moreover, females constitute 49.5% and 49% of the total children in the age groups 5-9 years and 10-14 years, respectively.

In 1998, the median age at first marriage was 18.7 for women and 23.9 years for men.

40% of the total number of married women were aged less than 18 years in 1998.

Child Health
The level of breastfeeding in Palestine is considered acceptable in general (for the first eight months without gender differentials).  Nevertheless, mothers continue breastfeeding the male infants (more than females) after the ninth month especially for the age group (15 – 17 months), according to 1996 data.

the infant mortality rate in the Palestinian Territory will gradually decrease from its 1997 level of 24.2 infant deaths per 1,000 live births to 22.7 and 18.1 in 2000 and 2010 respectively. 

 Premature births constituted the main cause of infant mortality in the Gaza Strip, whereas prenatal conditions constituted the main cause of infant mortality in the West Bank, in 1999.

Child Education Reality
The total number of students attending  kindergartens, and basic and secondary levels of education increased from 654,697 to 942,942 during the scholastic years 1994/1995-1998/1999. The growth rate during this period was 44%.

The gross enrollment ratio increased from 91.6% in 1994/1995 at the basic stage to 96.8% in 1999/2000.

The gross enrollment ratio increased from 46% in 1994/1995 at the secondary stage to 56.9% in 1999/2000.

The drop-out rate for males decreased from 2.6% in 1994/1995 at the basic stage to 1.8% in 1998/1999.  The drop out rate for females decreased from 2.4% to 1.4% in the same scholastic years.

The drop-out rate for males decreased from 6.5% in 1994/1995 at the secondary stage to 4.0% in 1998/1999.  The drop-out rate for females decreased from 9.7% to 6.6% in the same scholastic years.

The repetition rate for males decreased from 5% in 1994/1995 at the basic stage to 2.8% in 1998/1999. The repetition rate for females decreased from 4.4% to 2.3% in the same scholastic years.

The repetition rate for males decreased from 5.4% in 1994/1995 at the secondary stage to 1.5% in 1998/1999. The repetition rate for females decreased from 1.3% to 0.7% in the same scholastic years.

The government provides schooling to 62.24% of the total number of students. UNRWA services are an additional 23.66% of the total, and the rest of the students (14.1%) are enrolled in the private sector, for the scholastic year 1999/2000.

77,402 children attended kindergartens, in the scholastic year 1999/2000, run exclusively by the private sector (except three  in the Gaza Strip, which were government run) but licensed by the Ministry of Education (MOE). 47.55% of these children are female.

In the scholastic year 1999/2000 a total of 72,550 students are enrolled in the secondary level. Most students choose to follow one of two academic streams (Scientific or Literary). In contrast, 3.9% of secondary school students choose a vocational education. 

Almost 51% of secondary school students are female. Gender-based differences are apparent in enrolment levels in each of the secondary streams. Females comprise 55% of total enrolment in the literary stream, 45% of students in the science track. Females make up only 23% of the total enrolment in the vocational stream for the scholastic year 1999/2000. 

The percentage of dropouts increases in the secondary level. By the secondary stage level, 6.6% of girls and 4.0% of boys left school, in the scholastic year 1998/1999.

Students per teacher ratios vary according to supervising authority and region. In the scholastic year 1999/2000 the highest ratios are reported for UNRWA schools, where there are 39.4 students per teacher, compared to 27.9 or 17.9 students per teacher in government and private schools, respectively.

Habitual Child (10-17 years) Activities:
The following indicators were derived from the findings of the Time Use Survey (half of the original sample), conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in the period May 1999 – April 2000: 

Personal care and self-maintenance constitute the first most frequent daily child activities, while cultural and social activities constitute the second frequent daily child activities and mass media-related activities constitute the thirds most frequent  activities. 91.6% of the interviewed children noted that they practice cultural and social activities,  89.2% of the interviewed children noted that they practice mass media – related activities.

Personal and self-care activities consume most of the time of the interviewed children, who noted that they spend 47.9% of their time on these activities. On the other hand, the findings showed that interviewees dedicate 15.2% of their time for learning activities, 14.3% of their time for cultural and social activities; 10.6% of their time for written and audiovisual mass media; and 4.9% of their time for different work activities. The rest of their time is spent on other activities.

18.5% of the total number of children aged 10-17 years noted that they had performed certain work during the past 24 hours, whether it was official work in certain establishments or in primary production activities for non establishments. 54.5% of the work performed by the interviewed children was paid work. Moreover, 11.8% of the interviewees noted that they performed the mentioned work on their own. 33.0% of the performed work was done with the help of other household members and 55.2% was done with the help of non-household members.

For the majority of children enrolled at school and aged 10-17 years, schools constitute the main venue in which children spend the longest continuous period of their time and practice. Learning constitutes the second most fragment child activity (17.2% of their time), preceded by personal care activity, which constitutes the first major activity (47.8% of the child’s time).

Time spent on public education activities constitutes the first major child activity of the total educational activities performed by children enrolled in educational institutions (55.2% of the educational activities’ time). Studying, doing homework and other scholastic preparations constitute the second major child activity (34.1% of the educational activities’ time). 

Children perform 34.1% of their educational activities by themselves, 3.5% with the assistance of a household member and 62.4% with the assistance of a non – household member.

88.4% of children perform educational activities and school assignments by themselves, 6.0% of children are assisted by a household member and 5.6% are assisted by a non-household member.

Child activities related to watching television constitute the first major child activity pertinent to mass media. The findings of the survey indicated that 86.2% of the interviewed had watched television and 30.4% had listened to radio programs during the past 24 hours. On the other hand, the percentage of children who read newspapers was 11.4%.

25.3% of the total number of children aged 10-17 years noted that they had visited libraries 11 times during the past 12 months: 52.3% males and 47.7% females.

64.0% of the total number of children aged 10-17 years had not read a single book during the past 12 months. 9.8% had read one book, and 10.1% of the total number of children in the same age group had read three to five books, 2.7% had read six to nine books.

8.4% of the total number of children aged 10-17 years are members of sports clubs; 2.8% are members of cultural clubs. In addition, 8.3% of the children in the same age group noted that they are members of public libraries.

47% of the total number of children aged 10 – 17 years are willing to practice cultural activities during their free time.

41.2% of the total number of children aged 10-17 years, among those willing to practice cultural activities during their free time, noted that the main reason that prevented them from doing so was the unavailability of public facilities; 24.7% noted that it was due to the lack of  free time. On the other hand, 11.3% of them noted the lack of money needed to cover related costs was the main reason that prevented them from practicing cultural activities during their free time.
Children in Need of Special Protection:

The number of Palestinian children residing in orphanages in the West Bank and Gaza Strip was 1714 orphans for 1999 (944 males and 770 females), distributed as follows: 1607 orphans in the West Bank and 107 orphans in the Gaza Strip.

The number of juvenile delinquents accused of committing offences in 1999 was 1404 delinquents, distributed by age as follows: 775 delinquents in the age group 16-18 years; 487 delinquents were in the age group 12-15 years; and 241 delinquents were aged less than 12 years in the West Bank. 

The offences committed by juvenile delinquents in 1999 ranged from offenses against others (529 cases); crimes against the properties of others (347 cases); robberies and thefts (246 cases); rape and indecent acts (90 cases); legal violations (68 cases); murder or complicity in murder (23 cases); and other offenses (101 cases). 

41.8% of the juvenile delinquents accused of committing offences were institutionalized in the institutions of the Ministry of Social Affairs, 29.4% in the West Bank and 50.6% in the Gaza Strip. Female delinquents constituted 6.1% of the total number of institutionalized children.

55.5% of those accused of committing offences were convicted. 

Children living under the level of poverty:

Based on the database of the Expenditure and Consumption Survey, 1996-1998, which was conducted by PCBS, the following indicators were identified:

Child poverty rates in the Palestinian Territory decreased from 27.2% in 1996 to 24.0% in 1998. Nevertheless, about one out of every four children in the Palestinian Territories is poor. 

Severe poverty prevalence rates among Palestinian children in the Gaza Strip decreased from 31.2% in 1996 to 24.6% in 1998. At the West Bank level, poverty rates increased from 8.8% to 9.8% for the same period. 

Child poverty rates among households with one-two children were 13.2%, compared to 34.2% among the households comprised of 9 children and above. 

Refugee camps still suffer from the highest child poverty rate, which amounted to 37.3% in 1998 compared to 35.5% in 1997. 

Poverty prevalence rates increase with: 

 The increase in the number of household members. 

 High poverty rate prevails among the offspring of household heads whose educational attainment levels are less than the elementary certificate. 

 High poverty rate prevails among the offspring of households headed by women. 

 High poverty rate prevails among the offspring of household heads employed in primary occupations.  

Child labor:

The following indicators for children in the age group 10-17 years were derived from the findings of the Labour Force Survey, conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in 1999

34,061 children in the Palestinian Territory were classified in the labor force. This percentage constitutes around 5.9%  of the total number of children in the age group 10-17 years.

15.9% of children aged 10-17 years didn’t work during 1999, but were available for work and were seeking work (unemployment).

The highest labor force participation for children aged 10-17 years was in the northern parts of the West Bank (9.1%) and the southern parts of the West Bank (7.3%). 

In most cases, child labor leads to school drop-outs. Available statistics for 1999 indicate that 73.6% of working children in the age group 10-17 years are not enrolled in school.

73.4% of the employed children work more than 35 hours a week.

The highest percentage of employed children belong to households headed by waged employees (16.1%) or persons employed in the private sector (10.8%).

Educational attainment and income levels for the head of the household and the size of the household are among the most important factors affecting the percentage of employed children. Lower percentages of child labor exist among small households with high educational attainment and income levels of the head of the household and vice versa.
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