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Presidential Decree No. (19/1999)

On the Expansion of PCBS’ Mandate and Scope of Operation

The Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization,

President of the Palestinian National Authority, 
Upon reviewing the Statistics Law No. (31/1947) which is effective in Gaza Governorates, the Statistics Law No. (24/1950) which is effective in the West Bank Governorates, the Presidential Decree No. (163/1994) on the establishment of the Palestinian Bureau of Statistics and the Presidential Decree No. (4/1995) on the transformation of the Palestinian Bureau of Statistics into the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 

We decree the following:

Article (1)

] … This article has to do with the changing the title of PCBS as stated in Arabic, The English title is the same.  The change is effective as of May 4, 1999[
Article (2)

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics is requested to compile, tabulate, and disseminate statistics on all Palestinians wherever they reside. 

Article (3)

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics shall issue an annual statistical yearbook for Palestinian official statistics as of May 4th 1999. 

Article (4)

All concerned parties, each in their respective field, shall enforce this decree as of the date of issue and publication in the official gazette.

Issued in Gaza City on June 24th 1999.

Yaser Arafat

The President of the Executive Committee

   of the Palestine Liberation Organization

President of the Palestinian National Authority

The Swedish Government has provided, through the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA), the necessary assistance for financing the activities of the Child Statistics Program.

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics expresses its deep gratitude and appreciation to the Swedish Government, SIDA and the Swedish Consulate–Jerusalem for supporting this project.
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Preface

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics is pleased to introduce its second annual report on the socio-economic reality of the Palestinian child. This report is of significant importance because it constitutes the result of the joint efforts and coordination of all the bodies and institutions involved in the field.

The purpose of this report is to present, in analytical measures, all the relevant statistical data on the socio-economic environment of the Palestinian child. By doing so, we will be able to decipher the immediate deficiencies and gaps in the child’s reality, especially in the fields of health, education, culture, recreation, poverty, and child labour. Although   there is a scarcity of pertinent data and resources, we dedicate a special chapter for children in need of special protection. Due to the novelty of a Palestinian child database, however, it was not always possible to account for the gaps in the Palestinian child status and surrounding environment. We hope that our capacities undergo qualitative development in this field for the coming years. 

Improving the reality of children’s conditions and attempting to enforce children’s rights cannot be done without the joined efforts of all the parties involved, nor can it be done without their proper implementation of their duties based on specialization and capacity. The database being built by the Child Statistics Program will comprise data essential for enabling all concerned bodies and parties to work on bridging the gaps in the child sector in accordance with scientific bases. It is note worthy to point, out that the database we are intending to construct is based - in terms of framework and content - on the nature of our own understanding of the monitoring role assigned to us by the Palestinian Children Plan as well as on our perception of the nature of the tools used for measuring child – related indicators, as adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations. 

This report is the outcome of the tremendous efforts of the work team of the Child Statistics Program. The Most prominent efforts include the preparation of basic indicators, the selection of researchers, close work with selected academics, revision of their work, coordination with bodies and institutions concerned with child affairs, and organizing seminars and workshops aiming to identify users needs. The dedication and commitment of Mrs. Dahab Musleh (Coordinator of the PCBS' Child Statistics Program) and her team had the most impact on the report’s timely preparation.

The PCBS hopes that this report will be optimally utilized in planning, policy making and strategic decision-making on the child sector in Palestine. Without doubt, the continuous flow of data on the reality of children’s conditions is one of the basic pillars for bringing about changes in this reality. We will ensure the continuity of this flow, hoping that God blesses our efforts to successfully carry out this task.

September, 1999
Hasan Abu Libdeh, Ph.D


President
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Introduction 
By the end of the 1st World War, Human Rights organizations all over the world started to pay special attention to child primary care. Those efforts were concentrated in the Declaration of the Geneva Convention of Child Rights for 1924. Through the Child Rights Conventions of 1959 and 1989, the United Nations reemphasized the child rights concerns of the international community.  The latter convention, signed and approved by nearly all member countries, constitutes a reference and an international legal framework for monitoring progress made in meeting child’s needs and requirements. The different countries translate their commitment to protect child rights through allocation of their own resources and implementation of child – oriented developmental programs. 

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) protected the Child Rights Convention of 1989 and established at that time the Palestinian Higher Committee for Child care and annexed it – from an organizational viewpoint - to the Executive Committee of the PLO. With the inception of the Palestinian National Authority (PNA), the National Committee of the Palestinian Child Plan was established and assigned the duty of developing the Palestinian Child Plan. With the adoption of the Palestinian Child Plan by the PNA, coupled with the establishment of the Higher Council for Childhood, the need for highly comprehensive and updated data is crucial for measuring progress made in implementing the child plan and monitoring the performance and enforcement of child rights–related laws. It is worth mentioning that the National Plan for Palestinian Child Rights set up a special monitoring system to develop a specific set of indicators throughout the years of implementing this plan. The success in applying the monitoring system is contingent on developing national data collection mechanisms through available traditional programs of the various bodies or new means developed especially for the purpose. 

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics took upon itself the task of developing the monitoring process by establishing a special child statistics program. This program was designed to provide a statistical database on the Palestinian child and, thus generate the necessary information to help the parties involved ensure the rights of the child.

This report is issued for the second consecutive year with an emphasis on areas not tackled in last year’s report. At the time of defining the contents and level of details, we relied upon the recommendations of the fifth chapter “Monitoring” of the Palestinian National Child Plan, in addition, the consulted relevant institutions to determine the main indicators essential for measuring progress. By collecting and analyzing statistical data, we aim to provide an enabling atmosphere, as well as promote awareness among policy makers, planners, NGOs, and other parties engaged in defending children rights and interested in bringing about sustainable and comprehensive developments for children. The database being built facilitates continuous revisions of pertinent plans, legislations, and practices in order to ensure optimal prioritization of children’s requirements.

This report involves a set of indicators derived from the recommendations of the user–producer workshops organized by the Child Statistics Program in the different Palestinian governorates throughout 1998. The indicators cover seven main subjects, each of which constitutes a separate chapter, arranged in accordance with the material included in the international convention of children rights, which was adopted as the general framework for the indicators suggested at the workshops. Furthermore, the Palestinian National Child Plan adopted a special framework of defining indicators. The main recommendation raised in the workshops stressed the importance of collecting data on children below 18 years of age, as stipulated in Article I of the international convention of children rights. In presenting the indicators, we tried to categorize children into specific age groups in order to facilitate comparisons and follow ups.

The report sheds light on a number of crucial topics and aspects of the Palestinian child’s life that suffer from a shortage of statistical data. Whereas some of these topics and aspects are considered highly important for the monitoring process, others constitute recommendations for the researchers to focus on more specialized issues and conduct more thorough research. The classification of these indicators constitutes the general objective of the Child Statistics Program, which strives to arrive at a basic list of measurable and comparable indicators capable of monitoring all child rights. 

The report presents a set of selected indicators for 1999 on the socio–economic environment for the society, in general. Some chapters focus on certain sections of the International Convention for Children Rights. The first chapter sheds light on the socio–economic environment along with its direct and indirect effects on the levels of progress made in the fulfillment of children’s rights and ensuring children a honorable life. The second chapter concentrates on child health, emphasizing the child’s right to have access to appropriate health services. The third chapter discusses a child’s right to appropriate educational and schooling systems along with an enabling educational environment. Chapter four discusses children’s right to development and participation. The remaining chapters focus on a child’s right to protection and special care. This years report also focuses on the child Labour phenomenon. The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics carried out a special survey on this phenomenon at the national level. The report of this survey included a special report on poor children.

The statistical data essential for this report were obtained from various sources. Data obtained from the Population, Housing and Establishments Census of 1997 were used in most chapters. Other main sources include the Traditional Household Surveys conducted by the PCBS on a regular basis. Moreover, additional data were obtained from other sources that will be named in the appropriate locations. It is worthy to point that some statistics on population characteristics do not cover that part of Jerusalem annexed to Israel one year after the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1967. This is due to the fact that the national team of the census was unable to carry out the census in all enumeration areas.

