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Preface

Since its establishment in 1993, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has been trying its best to provide basic official statistics to Palestinian officials and members of the public on most aspects of the Palestinian life in the West Bank and Gaza strip. Our revision of the available statistics on culture suggests the importance of compiling culture statistics form the Palestinian Ministries and cultural institutions.

Statistics presented in this report includes data about cultural institutions and cultural activities held during 1998. It includes data about cultural centers, cinemas, theatres, museums, newspapers, magazines and many important data related to the culture life in Palestine. These statistics are based on administrative records available at Palestinian Ministries and cultural institutions.

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics hopes that the Palestinian institutions and individuals will make use of the information provided here.

May,1999
Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D


President
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Chapter One

Introduction

Reliable and timely statistics on culture are essential for planners and policy – makers.  They are in need of updated statistics on cultural institutions and cultural Activities.

This report is based on administrative record data on culture collected during 1998.  It provides basic statistics about the activities of cultural centers, cinemas, theatres and museums.  As will, it provides data on newspapers, magazines, sound broadcasting programs according to type, annual broadcasting time and transmission language, and other culture statistics.

In addition to the data and main results, the report provides a brief description of the methodology, report objectives and data resources.

1.1  Report Objectives:

This report focuses on cultural institutions and cultural activities which policy and decision-makers use in planning and development.

1.2 Methodology and Report Structure:

To collect data on cultural institutions and cultural activities in 1998, special monthly forms were used:

Cultural centers form

Cinemas form

Newspapers form

Magazines form

Museums form

Theatre form

In additions to the previous forms, empty tables were designed and filled from the administrative records available at Ministries and cultural institutions.

To ensure accurate data and smooth operation, it was important to train PCBS field workers in the districts to be in contact with principals of cultural institutions working on completing the monthly forms from administrative records available. PCBS field workers collected the filled forms every month.

To assure the accuracy of data before data entry, completed forms underwent controlled stages of editing.

Data entry took place at PCBS. ORACLE software was used in data entry.  This package is user-friendly and capable of detecting a wide range of data entry and relational errors. The tabulation was performed using SPSS (Version 7.5) statistical package.

This report consists of three chapters. The first chapter presents objectives, methodology and structure and data resources; the second chapter presents explanations and definitions, and the third chapter briefly describes main finding.

Indicators have been selected, and data processing has been carried out accordingly.  The tables have been designed and data entry of the results has been completed, resulting in the final tables.

1.3 Data Resources:

This report has been prepared by using data from the administrative records available at cultural centers, cinemas, newspapers, magazines, museums and theatres licensed by Ministry of Culture and Ministry of Information in 1998. Also, by using administrative record data available at Palestinian Ministries. 

Chapter Two

Concepts & Definitions

Broadcasting Institutions: 
Organizations legally authorized to provide a broadcasting service primarily intended for general reception within the country in which they operate.




Commercial Broadcasting Institution:
A broadcasting institution corporately or privately owned and operating for financial profit.




Employees of Broadcasting Institutions:





  Program Staff:
Planning, creative-writing and program production personnel.




  Journalistic Staff:
Personnel engaged in the preparation of news bulletin (and similar program such as news magazines, sport news, etc.




  Technical Production

  Staff: 
Personnel employed in the operation and maintenance of the technical equipped necessary for program production.




  Technical Transmission

  Staff:
Personnel employed in the operation and maintenance of transmitters and links between production centers and transmitters.




  Other Technical  Staff:
Personnel employed in the design and installation of technical equipment or buildings; study and research personnel, etc.




  Administrative Staff:
Personnel employed in the management or organization of a broadcasting institution and providing central services such as research, training, etc.




  Other Staff:
Personnel other than those defined in one of the categories above.




Government Broadcasting Institution:
A broadcasting institution operated in all respects by a government either directly or through a separate institution created by it. 




Library:
Any organized collection of printed books and periodicals or of any other graphic or audio-visual materials, and the services of the staff to provide and facilitate the use of such materials as are required to meet the informational, research, educational or recreational needs of its users.




Local Broadcasting Institution:
A broadcasting institution which provides a local broadcasting service.




National Broadcasting Institution:
A broadcasting institution, which provides a broadcasting service, intended to cover the country as a whole.




Chapter Three
Main Findings

3.1 Newspapers: 

During 1998, there were 29 licensed newspapers in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. These newspapers are distributed by region as follows: 20 are in the West Bank and 9 are in Gaza Strip. They are distributed by status as follows: 13 are in operation and 16 are closed. The main findings showed that 61.5% of in operation newspapers are published in the West Bank and the rest (38.5%) are published in Gaza Strip.

In operation newspapers are distributed by periodicity as follows: 3 daily newspapers, 6 weekly newspapers, 2 biweekly newspapers and 2 monthly newspapers. They are distributed by type as follows: 9 are political newspapers and 4 are non-political newspapers.

The results showed that more than 5,324,000 issues of newspapers were printed during 1998, (represents only newspapers that provided completed data). Of these printed issues, 98.3% are distributed and 73.5% are sold.

3.2 Magazines:

During 1998, there were 99 licensed magazines in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 77 of these magazines are in the West Bank and 22 are in Gaza Strip. They are distributed by status as follows: 42 are in operation and 57 are closed. The main results showed that 81% are published in the West Bank and 19% are published in Gaza Strip.

Considering magazines periodicity, most of in operation magazines are published monthly  (25 magazines) or quarterly (14 magazines). The main findings showed that 50% of in operation magazines are comprehensive magazines.

The results showed that more than 1,121,000 issues of magazines were printed during 1998, of these printed issues 88.5% were distributed and 55.4% were sold.

3.3 Museums:

During 1998, there were 14 licensed museums in the Palestinian Territory, of these museums 12 are in the West Bank and 2 in Gaza Strip. They are distributed by status as follows: 10 are in operation and 4 are closed or under maintenance. These museums are concentrated in the central and south area of the West Bank.

The findings showed that there were 101,708 visitors who visited museums during 1998. The results indicated that the percentage of visitors according to nationality, is not that varied among the Palestinians and others during 1998 (51.8% and 48.2% respectively).

3.4 Cultural Centers:

There were 179 licensed cultural centers during 1998, of these cultural centers 137 are in the West Bank and 42 in Gaza Strip. They are distributed by status as follows: 88 cultural centers are in operation and 96 are closed or not active.

Activities in cultural centers during 1998 concentrated on performance different activities such as symposiums (466), lectures (240), general courses (849), art concerts (502) and art exhibitions (146).

Participants of cultural centers activities during 1998, prefer to participate in art exhibitions (93,068 participants) and concerts (69,068 participants) more than attending symposiums (33,715 participants) and lectures (14,028 participants) or attending general course (17,135 participants).

3.5 Theatres:
The results showed that there were 11 licensed theatres during 1998, of which 9 are in the West Bank and 2 are in Gaza Strip. They are distributed by status as follows: 7 theatres are in operation and 4 are closed.

The preformed stage shows during 1998 was 157, of these 146 were preformed at West Bank and 11 at Gaza Strip stage show.

The main finding showed that the performed stage shows distributed by actors nationality as follows: 136 Palestinian, 2 Arab and 19 foreigners. Also, they are distributed by targeted audience as follows: 68 children stage shows, 62 adult stage shows and 27 for all ages. On the other hand, the findings indicated that more than 71,000 audience attends stage shows during 1998.

3.6 Cinema Houses:

During 1998, there were 3 licensed cinema houses in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. These cinemas are located in the cities of Tulkarm, Nablus and Al–Bireh.

The main findings showed that cinema houses performed 295 movies. Of which 105 are Arabic movies and 190 are foreign movies.

3.7 Radio and Television Broadcasting Institutions:

The main findings showed that there were 8 radio broadcasting institutions, of which 7 are local stations and one is national station. They are distributed by constitutional status as follows: one is governmental station and 7 are commercial stations.

Considering television broadcasting institutions, the results showed that there are 29 local stations and one national station. They are distributed by constitutional status as follows: one is governmental station and 28 are commercial stations.

It should be noted that Gaza Strip does not have any local radio or television stations.

The total annual broadcasting time (in hours) of the Palestinian Radio Station during 1998 was 6,923 hours. They are distributed by type of program as follows: 37.8% are informative programs, 1.2% are educational programs, 5.3% are cultural programs, 0.9% are children programs, 9.0% are religions programs, 34.1% are entertainment programs and 11.7% are other programs. Also the findings showed that 97.4% of the total annual broadcasting time during 1998 was in Arabic language.

The findings showed that there are 141 workers in Palestinian Radio Station, of these 113 are males and 28 are females. They are distributed by type of job as follows: 41 are program staff, 36 journalistic staff, 15 technical production staff, 11 technical transmission staff, 16 other technical staff, 15 administrative staff and 7 other staff.

3.8 Public Libraries:

In 1998, there were 70 public libraries supervised by Ministry of Culture, of which 52 are in the West Bank and 18 are in Gaza Strip. They are distributed by type as follows: 57 are children libraries and 13 are for adult.

3.9 Sport Clubs and Youth Institutions:

In 1998, there were 320 sports clubs in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, of which 283 are in the West Bank and 37 are in Gaza Strip. Also there were 26 youth institutions, of which 18 are in the West Bank and 8 are in Gaza Strip.

On the other hand, there were 11 women clubs in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and all of them located in the West Bank.  Also there were 7 women centers located in the West Bank.

3.10 Charitable Society:

In 1998, there were 352 licensed charitable societies, of these there are 300 charitable societies in the West Bank and 52 charitable societies are in Gaza Strip.

3.11 Festivals and Exhibitions:

During 1998, 25 art festivals were held in the West Bank. 10 of these took place in the central area of the West Bank and 7 in the south area. While, 8 art festivals were held outside Palestine, of these 5 took place in Arab countries and 3 in foreign countries.

Considering art exhibitions during 1998, 21 art exhibitions were held in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Of these, there were 17 art exhibitions took place in the West Bank and 4 in Gaza Strip.

3.12 Mosques and Quran Houses:

During 1998, there were 1,519 mosques in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, of which 1472 mosques in operation and 47 under construction. They are distributed by region as follows: 1,108 mosques in the West Bank and 411 in Gaza Strip. Also, there were 361 Quran houses, of these 178 are in the West Bank and 183 are in Gaza Strip.

In 1998, there were 38 male preachers. They are distributed by qualifications as follows: 35 have bachelor and above degrees and 3 have lower than bachelor degrees. While, there were 69 female preachers. They are distributed by qualification as follows: 63 have bachelor and above degrees and 6 have lower than bachelor degrees.

Considering Friday speakers in 1998, there were 1,109 Friday speakers. They are distributed by qualification as follows: 156 have secondary or lower certificates, 274 have associate diploma degrees, 640 have bachelor degrees, 26 have master degrees and 13 have doctorate degrees.

Also the findings showed that there were 1,119 imams (prayer leader). They are distributed by qualification as follows: 172 have secondary or lower certificates, 275 have associate diploma degrees, 658 have bachelor degrees, 12 have master degrees and 2 have doctorate degrees.

3.13 Churches:

During 1998, there were 60 churches in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, of which 58 churches in the West Bank and 2 in Gaza Strip. 
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