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Preface

The Palestinian tourism sector has the potential to be the main contributor to the Palestinian GDP. However, the tourism industry is crippled by a multiplicity of problems such as the political situation which must be overcome.

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics started collecting data on the hotel industry in November 1995. PCBS is pleased to present the fourth issue of the fourth volume on “Hotel Activities in Palestine” which covers statistics on the hotel industry for the fourth quarter of 1998. The PCBS is hopeful to expand its activities in the future, to cover all branches of the tourism industry in Palestine.

This report addresses the main indicators of the hotel industry. These indicators include the following: number of operating hotels, number of rooms and beds, public facilities in the surveyed hotels, number of persons employed in hotels, number of quest nights in the reference period, number of guests by nationality, sex, age and purpose of stay, and rates of bed and room occupancy.

It is hoped that the Hotel Survey conducted by the PCBS comprises the first step towards a comprehensive statistical program encompassing all aspects of tourism activities according to the latest international standard.

	February  1999
	Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D.

	
	President
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Summary

  1. Introduction:

The PCBS is conducting a hotels’ survey which aims to produce a comprehensive data base on the hotel industry in Palestine.  Our basic goal is to compile and maintain data on the tourism industry.  In this exercise we hope to produce statistics regularly on the basic indicators recommended and adopted by World Tourism Organization and the European Union.  In the mean time, this initiative in its present format aims to fill existing statistical gaps on the hotel industry further enabling development and promotion of the tourism industry in Palestine.

This survey is conducted on a monthly basis in order to identify the changes in this sector throughout the year. All hotels operating in Palestine are covered. The Hotel Survey program aims at establishing a time series including variables and indicators related to the hotel industry.

 2. Objectives:

Through the survey program, we hope to provide a continuous flow  of data on the following:

1. Number of operating hotels and their number of rooms and beds.

2. Room and public facilities in the surveyed hotels.

3. Number of persons employed in hotels.

4. Number of guest nights in the reference period.

5. Number of guests by nationality, sex, age and purpose of stay.

6. Rates of bed occupancy and room occupancy.

3. Regions:

Geographical presentation by region is as follows:

- North:  Jenin, Tubas, Tulkarm, Nablus, Qalqilya and Salfit governorates.

- Middle :  ‘Ramallah and Al-bereh’ and Jericho governorates.

- Jerusalem governorate.

- South :  Bethlehem and Hebron governorates.

- Gaza  :  Gaza North, Gaza City, Deir El-Balah, Khan Younis and Rafah            governorates.

4. Main Findings:

 The following indicators reflect the whole quarter with the exception of hotel number and facilities for the last month of the quarter.

4.1. Hotels:

At the end of the fourth quarter of 1998, the total number of hotels in Palestine was (92).

In this (92)  were (3682) available rooms and (7986) available beds distributed as follows:

 North: (6) hotels including (84) rooms comprising (196) beds.

 Middle: (13) hotels including (225)  rooms comprising (484) beds.

 Jerusalem: (48) hotels including (2225) rooms comprising (4928) beds.

 South: (16) hotels including (832) rooms comprising (1799) beds.

 Gaza :(9) hotels including  (316) rooms comprising (579) beds.

4.2. Capacity:

 Rooms are distributed by capacity as follows:

	Capacity
	Number

	Single 
	308

	Double
	2765

	Triple
	287

	Quarduple
	36

	Suits
	124

	Other
	64


4.3. Service Facilities:     
 Restaurants        :  (90) restaurants accommodating (12686) persons.

 Conference halls:  (93)  accommodating  (10630)  persons.

 Parkings             :  (54)  accommodating  (1107)  cars.

4.4. Employment:

The number of persons employed is as follows:

  (367)  administrators of which (290) are males and (77) are females.

  (1119)  services workers of which (998) are males and (121) are females.

4.5. Guests & Occupancy:

During the fourth quarter 1998, there were 55901 guests and 156685 guest nights.The average occupancy of rooms was 1009.6 (rooms/day) with 28.2%, and The average   occupancy of beds was 1703.1 (beds/day) with 21.9%. The ratio of occupancy was 1.7 (occupied beds/occupied room), and the average length of stay in hotels was 2.8 (nights/guest) during the quarter.
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