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Preface

The Palestinian Central Bureau of statistics (PCBS) has endeavored since its establishment to undertake essential activities in the field of population statistics.  Such activities include a series of reports and surveys covering, education, health, labour force, as well as the 1997 Population, Housing and Establishments Census.

Due to the importance of current and specialized statistics data, PCBS has prepared this report on cases of marriage and divorce as recorded in the Palestinian Shariah Courts and Church Courts by Governorate, month, husbands age, age at divorce and other demographic background characteristics.

PCBS began to collect data on marriage and divorce in mid –1996. We hope that this report, for – 1997, meets user needs of persons and institutions working in the field. This report provides data on marriage and divorce, an area suffering from wide statistical gaps in the past.

PCBS hopes that these statistics significantly help decision-makers and policy-planners with their work.

 December, 1998                                                     Hasan  Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D.

                                                                                                                      President
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Chapter One

Introduction

Data on vital statistics (fertility, death, marriage and divorce) are important in identifying the demographic situation of a society and in detecting any changes in that society.  Also, data on vital statistics is particularly important for development and planning.  Lack of such data in the past makes the publication of this report on marriage and divorce in Palestine extremely vital. 

This report provides comprehensive data on numbers of marriage and divorce cases by Governorate, age at marriage, month of marriage, median age at marriage, and previous marital status. The report indicates, as well, the prevalence of early marriage in Palestinian society and the rate of divorce for this group which accordingly evoke an intensive study to render optimum recommendations about these topic.

This report was prepared using 1997 data collected from administrative records of shariah and church courts.  Principle indicators were identified and final tables were presented accordingly.

The report consisted of Three main  chapters in addition to lists of tables and figures.  The first chapter  includes the objective of the study and the introduction. The  second chapter presents the main definition and explanations used in this report. Finally, the third chapter demonstrates the main findings.

Chapter Two

Definitions and Explanations

Age:
The completed age in years of the person enumerated, which is the difference between the date of birth and the survey reference period.  The exact age is the time elapsed between the day of birth and a given day, including parts of a year.

Age at Marriage:


The age of the individual in years at the time of his/her actual marriage.

Median Age:


The age which divides a population into two numerically equal groups: that is, half of the people are younger than this age and the second half is older.

Marital Status:


The status of those 14 years old and over in terms of marriage traditions and laws in the country.  It might be one of the following:

Single
The individual 14 years old and over who wasn’t married at all according to the existing legal norms.



Married
The individual 14 years old and over who is married according to the existing legal norms.

Divorced
The individual 14 years old and over who was married according to the existing legal norms, but his/her marriage was revoked by a legally registered divorce, and he/she was not married again.



Widowed


The individual 14 years old and over who was married according to the existing legal norms, but his/her marriage was revoked because of the death of the partner, and he/she was not married again.



Marriage Duration: 
The duration between the date of the actual marriage and the survey reference date, calculated in years.

Revocable Divorce:
It is the divorce uttered  by the husband upon his wife, who is in full marital relationship with her, conditioned  that it  is without any financial compensation, and not preceded by a previous divorce  during their marriage.



Full Divorce:
It is the divorce that ends the wedlock the moment it is  uttered. It is of two kinds: minor full divorce, and  major full divorce.



Level of Education:
It is the highest education level obtained by the individual. For instance, the person who didn’t complete the sixth grade successfully, his level of education is less than elementary,   and the person who ended the sixth grade successfully, his education level is elementary, and who successfully ended the ninth grade, his education level is preparatory … and so forth.    

Chapter Three

Main Findings

This chapter presents a summary of main findings on marriage and divorce as registered in Shariah and Church Courts during 1997.

3.1: Marriage

The number of marriage contracts registered in the Palestinian Territories during 1997 was 23213, exceeding those registered during 1996 by 2795.  Marriage contracts registered in the West Bank during 1997 amounted to 15612, 2304 contracts more than those registered in the year 1996.  As well, marriage contracts registered in Gaza Strip amounted to 7601 in 1997, compared to 7110 in 1996. The number of marriage contracts registered in Church Courts in Palestinian Territories was  279 during 1997. 

The number of marriage contracts registered in Hebron courts during 1997 was 3416, the highest number registered in the West Bank.  However, the number of marriage contracts registered in Jericho courts was 219, the lowest number registered in the West Bank for 1997.  The number of marriage contracts registered in the Gaza Governorate was 2883, of these the highest total number registered was 828 in Rafah Governorate. Concerning of marriage contracts in 1997 by month, July and August are the most popular months to marry.  In July there were 2916 registered marriages while in August there were 3230 registered marriages. It was found that February is the least popular month to marry.  

Concerning median age for marriage in the Palestinian Territories, the age was 18 for females and 23 for males. The median age is equal in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Education has a strong effect on marriage age. The median age at marriage for females with a university degree is 23, while for males it is 27. Also the median age at marriage for females with an elementary certificate is 18, while for males it is 21.  

3.2: Divorce

The number of divorce cases registered in the Palestinian Territories during 1997 was 3449, with 2143 registered in the West Bank and 1306 registered in Gaza Strip, but the number of registered divorces in Palestinian territories during 1996 was  3494 registered 2247 in the West Bank, and 1247 in Gaza Strip.  The highest number of divorce cases was registered in Gaza and Ramallah Governorates, while the lowest number was registered in Tubas and Rafah Governorates.

Regarding divorce cases by month, the highest number of registered divorce cases occurred in August, amounting to 366.  While the lowest number of registered divorce cases occurred in January, amounting to 212.

The highest number of divorce cases occurs for couples married less than one year, while the number of divorce cases in Palestinian Territories was  1097,  712 cases were registered  in the West Bank and 385 in Gaza Strip.  

