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Important Remarks

· The data presented in this report on the number of settlements, and occupation sites are not consistent with what is reported from other sources due to the different definitions and classifications. 
	
· There are no data about the population of four settlements appeared in this report which are located in Qalqiliya, Jerusalem and Jericho & Al-Aghwar governorates. 

A set of special symbols was used in the tables of this report
(-):  Nil
(..):  Data not available
(R): Revised Figures 
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Introduction

Israeli settlements activities in Palestine is the most serious danger of the Israeli occupation that hampers the establishment of a viable national state of Palestine in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. With support from the Israeli government, many Israeli organizations and institutions are working on the implementation of an organized program that aims to expand the settlements in Palestine. Indeed, the settlements network and the accompanying changes in the demographical and topographical aspects are the main obstacle to establish the state of Palestine with geographical continuity.

The Israeli settlements movement does not only affect the political stability and security in Palestine. It also destroys the social, economic, and environmental balance of the Palestinian society and land by hampering the development of the Palestinian society, polluting the Palestinian environment, and playing a significant role in controlling, destroying and cantonizing Palestinian communities. Moreover, Israeli settlements are used as military bases to launch aggression, incursions and hostilities against the Palestinian people. 

PCBS continues to publish annual reports in this series to present the main developments in Israeli settlements activities in Palestine, focusing on presenting quantitative descriptions of a number of the main indicators related to settlements and settlers.  

This report is divided into four chapters: The first chapter contains the concepts and terms in this report. The second chapter presents the main findings. The third chapter discusses the methodology. The fourth chapter demonstrates data quality.

This report contains statistical data for the year 2022 on the population and geographical indicators of Israeli settlements in the West Bank: The number of settlers, the level and nature of settlements, the geographical dispersion, overwhelming ideology, and other related subjects.
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Chapter One 

Concepts and Terms
	
A Settlement:	
A settlement, which is considered by the Israeli occupation as legal settlement and meets locality conditions. The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics defines a locality as follows: 
An inhabited place according to the following criteria:
1. Contains 20 or more inhabitants.
2. Self-ruled.
3. Not included in the formal borders of another locality.
4. Formally recognized.  
This is in addition to the settlements and Jewish neighborhoods located in Jerusalem (J1). 

Outpost:
Civil or semi military building, which is not recognized by Israeli authority. However, the recognition would come later at the politically right moment. Accordingly, an outpost may become a settlement or a military base.
	
Occupation Site:
Includes settlements, outposts, military settlements, semi-military settlements, agricultural settlements, Israeli industrial areas and Israeli military bases.
	
Yesha Council:
It refers to the council that represents settlers in the West Bank except that part of Jerusalem which was forcefully Annexed by Israel following its occupation of the West Bank in 1967. Yesha is also the representing body of a number of regional councils.
	
Regional Council:  
It’s an administrative authority representing a number of settlements.
	
Built –Up land in the Occupation Site:
It refers to all areas of human activity within a settlement including built-up areas, service facilities, public parks, squares, and roads. It excludes any land that is planned for construction according to the structural plan of the occupation site or confiscated land to be annexed later to the occupation site.
	
Urban Settlement:  
It’s a settlement that has 2000 or more inhabitants, beside those settlements located inside Jerusalem area (J1), which are classified as urban settlements regardless of the number of population.
	
Rural Settlement:	
It’s a settlement that has less than 2,000 inhabitants. It also includes agricultural localities, excluding settlements located inside Jerusalem area (J1), which are classified as urban settlements regardless of the number of population.

Moshav:	
It refers to the rural settlement organized as a cooperative association, which has the right to agricultural farmland (as defined by the Israel Lands Administration). These settlements consist of family units, each of which is an independent economic entity. Part of the production and economic administration of the moshav is handled by the cooperative association, and the residents determine the degree of cooperation.

Collective Moshav:
It refers to a collective rural settlement, where the production and marketing are cooperative and consumption is private.
	
Kibbutz:	
It refers to a collective rural settlement with cooperative production, marketing, and consumption.
	
Institutional Settlement:	
It refers to an institution, which has the characteristics of a settlement but is not within the administrative boundaries of another settlement.
	
Communal Settlement:	
It refers to a settlement organized as a cooperative association, which has no right to farmland and its members determine the extent of its cooperative activities concerning production, consumption, municipal, and social activities.
	
Other Rural Settlement:	
It’s a settlement that has less than 2,000 inhabitants and not found in any type of the settlements above.
	
Geographical Dispersion of the West Bank:
This classification divides the West Bank into four areas (strips): The eastern strip, the mountain strip, the western hills strip, and greater Jerusalem strip.  

Each area includes settlements that share certain similarities in terms of topography, proximity to Palestinian communities and main roads, economic infrastructure, the composition of the population, distance from the Green Line, and other similarities. 

The Eastern Strip: It includes the Jordan Valley area and the shores of the Dead Sea (outside the Green Line), as well as the eastern slopes of the mountain range that divides the entire West Bank from north to south. 

The Mountain Strip: The area on or adjacent to the peaks of the mountain range. This area is also known as the watershed line or the mountain-peak area. 

The Western Hills Strip: It includes the western slopes of the mountain range, and extends to the Green Line to the west.

Greater Jerusalem Strip: This area extends across a wide radius around West Jerusalem. Although in purely geographical terms this area lies mainly in the Mountain Strip, it has unique characteristics that demand separate attention.

Average altitude (Meters):	
The average height of land above the Level of the Sea (meters) in relation to main population center.

Jerusalem (J1):	
It includes those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israeli occupation in 1967. Those parts include the following localities: (Kafr A'qab, Beit Hanina, Shu'fat Camp, Shu'fat, Al 'Isawiya, Sheikh Jarrah, Wadi al Joz, Bab as Sahira, As Suwwana, At Tur, Jerusalem (Al Quds), Ash Shayyah, Ras al 'Amud, Silwan, Ath Thuri, Jabal al Mukabbir, As Sawahira al Gharbiya, Beit Safafa, Sharafat, Sur Bahir, Umm Tuba.).  
	
Jerusalem (J2):
It includes the following localities: (Rafat, Mikhmas, Qalandiya Camp, Qalandiya, Beit Duqqu, Jaba', Al Judeira, Ar Ram & Dahiyat al Bareed, Beit A'nan, Al Jib, Bir Nabala, Beit Ijza, Al Qubeiba, Kharayib Umm al Lahim, Biddu, An Nabi Samwil, Hizma, Beit Hanina al Balad, Qatanna, Beit Surik, Beit Iksa, A'nata, Al Ka'abina (Tajammu' Badawi), Az Za'ayyem, Al 'Eizariya, Abu Dis, A'rab al Jahalin (Salamat), As Sawahira ash Sharqiya, Ash Sheikh Sa'd).
	




Chapter Two 

Main Findings

2.1 Settlements 
There were 151 settlements in the West Bank by the end of 2022; of which 26 settlements were in Jerusalem Governorate distributed as follows: 16 settlements in Jerusalem (J1), and 10 settlements in Jerusalem (J2). (See table 2).
	
Number of Israeli Settlements in the West Bank, by Governorate, 2022
	



2.2 Number of Settlers
Data indicates that there were 745,467 settlers in the West Bank by the end of 2022. The majority of those settlers (336,272) live in Jerusalem Governorate. This figure comprises 246,990 settlers within Jerusalem Governorate (J1). (See table 3)

Number of Settlers (in thousands) in the Israeli Settlements in the West Bank, by Governorate, 2022
	




2.3 Stages of Settlement 
Stage One (1967-1976): Building of settlements started selectively within a colonization policy based on quality, not quantity. Settlements, in this stage, were concentrated in Jerusalem and in the Jordan Valley, inspired by the Allon Plan.

Stage Two (1977-1984): During this stage, settlement movement grew greatly influencing and promoting the building and expansion of settlements. 
	
Stage Three (1985-1990): During this stage, colonialism accelerated and the number of settlements grew to match the pace of the first stage.

Stage Four (1991-2022): Israel expanded the existing settlements during this period to compensate for the lack of new settlements. Expansion was achieved through population growth and the establishment of new ‘neighborhoods’ within existing settlements. 

The overall number of settlements has increased from one settlement in 1967 to 151 settlements in 2022. (See table 5)  

Number of Settlers in the Israeli Settlements in the West Bank for Selected Years


2.4 Nature of Settlements in the West Bank
At the end of 2022, there were 67 urban settlements in the West Bank; 22 in Jerusalem Governorate. Settlers in urban settlements represent around 91.4% out of all settlers in the West Bank.

Additionally, there were 84 rural settlements in the West Bank; 38 are classified as communal settlements with a population of 49,702 settlers, followed by Moshav settlements which are 17 settlements with a population of 6,760 settlers. (See tables 9 and 10)

2.5 Regional Councils
The regional councils are administrative authorities encompassing a number of settlements. Such councils are represented by Yesha which is a high council representing the settlers in the West Bank. However, Yesha does not represent J1 or the other formal settlements annexed to Israel. 

The following data represent the year 2022. There are 6 regional councils in the West Bank:
· Shomeron: The number of settlements represented by this regional council is 35 with a population of 119,167 settlers;
· Arvot Ha Yarden (The Jordan Valley): The number of settlements represented by this regional council is 19 with a population of 6,910 settlers;
· Matte Binyamin: This council represents 32 settlements with a population of 229,098 settlers;
· Megilliot: The number of settlements represented by this regional council is 5 with a population of 1,833 settlers;
· Gosh Ezyon: This council represents 16 settlements with a population of 103,974 settlers;
· Har Hevron (Mount Hebron): This council represents 15 formal settlements with a population of 18,269 settlers. (See Tables 15 and 16)

2.6 Geographical Dispersion 

Eastern Strip: 
At the end of 2022, this area included 28 settlements with a population of 9,689 settlers representing 1.3% of all settlers in the West Bank.

Mountain Strip: 
At the end of 2022, this area included 33 settlements with a population of 68,229 settlers representing 9.1% of all settlers in the West Bank.

Western Hills Strip: 
At the end of 2022, this area included 53 settlements with a population of 235,951 settlers representing 31.7% of all settlers in the West Bank.

Greater Jerusalem Strip:
At the end of 2022, this area included 37 settlements with a population of 431,598 settlers representing 57.9% of all settlers in the West Bank. (See tables 17 and 18)

2.7 Overwhelming Ideology
The settlers’ population in rural settlements is distributed among 84 settlements, including 25 religious settlements with a population of 26,027 settlers, 36 secular settlements with a population of 20,844 settlers, and 4 mixed settlements with a population of 4,478 settlers.  There are no available data with respect to religious ideology of the remaining settlements (See tables 21 and 22).

2.8 Organizational Affiliation
This division applies to rural settlements. The majority of settlers living in rural settlements are affiliated with the Amana Movement (28,192 settlers living in 26 settlements). (See tables 23 and 24) 



Chapter Three
	
Methodology
	
In addition to the objectives behind producing this report, this chapter presents the methodology used in data collection from different sources including Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics, and Jerusalem Institute for Israeli Studies.

3.1 Objectives:
1. To publish data on population and geographical indicators of Israeli settlements in the West Bank including the number of settlers, level and nature of the settlements, geographical distribution, prevalent ideology, and other related subjects.
2. To create a database to provide data on Israeli settlements in the West Bank.

3.2 Data Processing
Data of Israeli settlements include all the areas classified by the Palestinian Official sources as the West Bank, including settlements in J1, and no-man’s-land in Ramallah & Al-Bireh Governorate, closed military areas along with the Green Line in the West Bank.

The Israeli settlements database contains many fields necessary for the preparation of tables. This database is updated annually and statistical tables were extracted based on the updated data as follows:  
1. Updating the data related to the population of each settlement and the classification of new fields as either updated or revised.
2. Linking the population of each settlement with a population of attribution and the settlements for which data are available; data are usually updated yearly by Israeli statistics.
3. After updating the database, comprehensive editing and comparisons are done to examine the logicality and consistency of figures compared with previous data.
4. Matching results in the database with results in the original sources and within the same geographic area.
5. Tabulation and verification of results.

Figures in this report are based on the database created to provide data on Israeli settlements in the West Bank, which depends on the following sources:

1. Israeli Settlements Database:
Starting in 2002, PCBS has created and developed a database including all Israeli settlements in Palestine. This database is continuously updated using various data sources, such as the Palestinian Ministry of Planning and a number of Palestinian and Israeli sources, in addition to estimates based on statistical assumptions.

2. Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics (ICBS):
ICBS represents the main source of data on the annual population of Israeli settlements and the establishment date of settlements, the type of settlements, regional council and institutional affiliations.

It should be noted that this data source only covers Israeli settlements located in the West Bank. There is no data on settlements in Jerusalem area (J1).

3. Foundation for Middle East Peace (FMEP): 
FMEP represents the main source of data on the annual population of Israeli settlements with a population of less than 5,000

4. The Jerusalem Institute for Israeli Studies:
The Jerusalem Institute for Israeli Studies represents the main source for data on settlers' population of the settlements located in Jerusalem area (J1).











































Chapter Four
	
Data Quality

4.1 Data Accuracy 
The preparation and dissemination of documented and updated statistics related to Israeli settlements in the West Bank is extremely needed as a major tool for decision makers. Thus, PCBS has undertaken the provision of statistical data on Israeli settlements in the West Bank, in terms of demographic features of the settlements under question. The collected data are a reference material for analytical studies dealing with the future prospects of the settlements’ communities, and a step for developing a comprehensive database with respect to the settlements issue, and eventually it will be an information tool in the hands of all those who are interested, including strategic planners, decision-makers and researchers.

PCBS obtained data based on the constant annual growth rate of the last two years in estimating the population of the Israeli settlements in East Jerusalem in 2022. Due to the unusual dimension of population growth, the sources of this growth cannot respond to hypotheses including demographic exceptions, and particularly the flow of immigration or political trends that lead to discrepancies in population levels. However, the general estimates of the number of settlers in the Israeli settlements at the level of the West Bank are statistically accurate, as there are differences between the estimated value and the actual value amounting to 3%.

4.2 Comparability
· Data are for the period up to the end of 2022, unless otherwise stated.
· Statistics presented in this report are derived from various sources, which are not fully consistent; thus, this should be taken into consideration.
· Estimating the number of Israeli settlers in settlements located in J1 in 2022 is based on the constant annual growth rate of the last two years.
· Data derived from the publications of the Israel Central Bureau of Statistics do not include those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israeli occupation in 1967, in addition to settlements annexed by Israel from Ramallah and Al-Bireh or Hebron Governorates.
· Definitions of Israeli settlements in terms of types are defined according to Israeli statistics
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Formal Settlements	Jerusalem	Ramallah 	&	 Al-Bireh	Hebron	Jericho 	&	 Al- Aghwar	Bethlehem	Salfit	Nablus	Qalqiliya	Tubas 	&	 Northern Valleys	Jenin	Tulkarm	26	26	20	17	13	13	13	8	7	5	3	Governorate

Number of Settlements 


Jerusalem	Ramallah 	&	 Al-Bireh	Bethlehem	Salfit	Qalqiliya	Hebron	Nablus	Jericho 	&	 Al- Aghwar	Tulkarm	Jenin	Tubas 	&	 Northern Valleys	336.27199999999999	149.143	98.384	53.454999999999998	41.728000000000002	23.335999999999999	23.324000000000002	8.2520000000000007	4.9649999999999999	3.891	2.7170000000000001	Governorate


Number in thousands


Number of Settlers 
Number (Thousands)	1990	1995	2000	2005	2010	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	221348	296959	379099	452622	533022	623835	640442	657993	675695	692402	704219	720639	745467	Year
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