[bookmark: _Toc142800382]XI.	Child Protection

Birth Registration

A name and nationality is every child’s right, enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and other international treaties. Yet the births of approximately 230 million children under the age of five worldwide (around one in three) have never been recorded. This lack of formal recognition by the State usually means that a child is unable to obtain a birth certificate. As a result, he or she may be denied health care or education. Later in life, the lack of official identification documents can mean that a child may enter into marriage or the labour market, or be conscripted into the armed forces, before the legal age. In adulthood, birth certificates may be required to obtain social assistance or a job in the formal sector, to buy or prove the right to inherit property, to vote and to obtain a passport. Registering children at birth is the first step in securing their recognition before the law, safeguarding their rights, and ensuring that any violation of these rights does not go unnoticed. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  United Nations Children’s Fund, Every Child’s Birth Right: Inequities and trends in birth registration, UNICEF, New York, 2013.] 




























	[bookmark: RANGE!A1]Table CP.1: Birth registration

	Percentage of children under age 5 by whether birth is registered and percentage of children not registered whose mothers/caretakers know how to register birth, Palestine, 2014

	 
	Children under age 5 whose birth is registered with civil authorities
	Number of children  under age 5

	
	Has birth certificate
	No birth certificate
	Total registered1
	

	
	Seen

	Not seen
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	70.8
	27.7
	0.8
	99.3
	7816

	Sex
	
	
	
	
	

	Male
	70.4
	28.2
	0.7
	99.3
	4058

	Female
	71.3
	27.2
	0.9
	99.3
	3758

	Region
	
	
	
	
	

	West Bank
	64.0
	33.9
	1.2
	99.1
	4202

	Gaza Strip
	78.7
	20.5
	0.3
	99.6
	3614

	Governorate
	
	
	
	
	

	Jenin
	74.2
	23.6
	1.8
	99.6
	469

	Tubas
	54.3
	41.2
	1.6
	97.0
	65

	Tulkarm
	73.3
	26.2
	0.0
	99.5
	217

	Nablus
	62.9
	36.3
	0.6
	99.8
	523

	Qalqiliya
	82.7
	16.8
	0.5
	100.0
	157

	Salfit
	88.5
	10.0
	1.0
	99.4
	104

	Ramallah & Al-Bireh
	63.6
	33.3
	1.4
	98.3
	466

	Jericho and Al Aghwar
	92.5
	6.9
	0.5
	100.0
	93

	Jerusalem
	42.0
	53.8
	1.8
	97.5
	635

	Bethlehem
	48.8
	47.9
	2.1
	98.8
	340

	Hebron
	69.0
	29.9
	0.8
	99.7
	1132

	North Gaza
	85.4
	13.6
	0.1
	99.1
	695

	Gaza
	67.6
	31.6
	0.6
	99.8
	1290

	Dier El-Balah
	67.2
	32.2
	0.4
	99.8
	489

	Khan Yunis
	88.3
	10.9
	0.2
	99.4
	667

	  Rafah
	97.5
	2.1
	0.0
	99.6
	472

	Area
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	71.1
	27.5
	0.7
	99.4
	5942

	Rural
	68.7
	29.7
	1.2
	99.6
	1186

	Camps
	72.0
	26.2
	0.6
	98.8
	688

	Age
	
	
	
	
	

	0-11 months
	70.2
	24.1
	3.7
	98.0
	1471

	12-23 months
	71.1
	28.0
	0.3
	99.4
	1530

	24-35 months
	73.2
	26.2
	0.0
	99.4
	1540

	36-47 months
	68.1
	31.7
	0.1
	99.8
	1678

	48-59 months
	71.7
	28.2
	0.1
	99.9
	1597

	Mother’s education
	
	
	
	
	

	None
	(71.1)
	(24.9)
	(4.0)
	(100.0)
	37

	Basic
	71.4
	27.6
	0.5
	99.5
	2346

	Secondary
	72.3
	26.0
	0.7
	99.0
	2641

	Higher
	69.0
	29.5
	1.0
	99.5
	2792

	Wealth index quintile
	
	
	
	
	

	Poorest
	78.5
	20.6
	0.5
	99.5
	1937

	Second
	78.2
	21.5
	0.1
	99.8
	1601

	Middle
	68.9
	29.1
	0.9
	98.9
	1555

	Fourth
	66.5
	31.4
	1.2
	99.2
	1491

	Richest
	56.9
	40.9
	1.4
	99.2
	1233

	1 MICS indicator 8.1 - Birth registration

	( ) Figures that are based on 25-49 unweighted cases

	(*) Figures that are based on less than 25 unweighted cases



The births of 99 percent of children under five years in Palestine have been registered (Table CP.1). Registration of birth becomes more likely as a child grows older. There are no significant variations in birth registration depending on the sex of the child, geographical region, age of child, and socioeconomic status. Only one percent of the children were reported to not have a birth certificate; even though birth certificates were not observed in 28 percent of cases. 

Figure CP.1: Children under-5 whose births are registered, Palestine, 2014

The lack of adequate knowledge of how to register a child can present another major obstacle to the fulfilment of a child’s right to identity. Among children under 5 years who were not registered, data show that 17 percent of mothers reported not knowing how to register a child’s birth. 

[bookmark: _Toc142800384]Child Discipline

Teaching children self-control and acceptable behavior is an integral part of child discipline in all cultures. Positive parenting practices involve providing guidance on how to handle emotions or conflicts in manners that encourage judgment and responsibility and preserve children's self-esteem, physical and psychological integrity and dignity. Too often however, children are raised through the use of punitive methods that rely on the use of physical force or verbal intimidation to obtain desired behaviors. Studies[footnoteRef:2] have found that exposing children to violent discipline have harmful consequences, which range from immediate impacts to long-term harm that children carry forward into adult life. Violence hampers children’s development, learning abilities and school performance; it inhibits positive relationships, provokes low self-esteem, emotional distress and depression; and, at times, it leads to risk taking and self-harm.  [2:  Straus, M.A., and M.J. Paschall, ‘Corporal Punishment by Mothers and Development of Children’s Cognitive Ability: A longitudinal study of two nationally representative age cohorts’, Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma, vol. 18, no. 5, 2009, pp. 459-483; Erickson, M.F., and B. Egeland, ‘A Developmental View of the Psychological Consequences of Maltreatment’, School Psychology Review, vol. 16, 1987, pp. 156-168; Schneider, M.W., A. Ross, J.C. Graham and A. Zielinski, ‘Do Allegations of Emotional Maltreatment Predict Developmental Outcomes Beyond that of Other Forms of Maltreatment?’, Child Abuse & Neglect, vol. 29, no. 5, 2005, pp. 513–532.] 

In the MICS, respondents to the household questionnaire were asked a series of questions on the methods adults in the household used to discipline a selected child during the past month. 

	Table CP.5: Child discipline

	Percentage of children age 1-14 years by child disciplining methods experienced during the last one month, Palestine, 2014

	 
	Percentage of children age 1-14 years who experienced:
	Number of children age 1-14 years

	
	Only non-violent discipline
	Psychological  aggression
	Physical punishment
	Any violent discipline method [1]
	

	
	
	
	Any
	Severe
	
	

	Total
	6.3
	88.8
	73.7
	23.3
	92.2
	20256

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	

	West Bank
	7.6
	87.2
	69.4
	17.1
	90.4
	11435

	Gaza Strip
	4.5
	90.9
	79.2
	31.2
	94.5
	8821

	Sex
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Male
	5.9
	89.4
	76.6
	27.4
	92.8
	10388

	Female
	6.6
	88.2
	70.6
	18.9
	91.6
	9868

	Governorate
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Jenin
	5.9
	88.4
	73.5
	25.7
	92.9
	1237

	Tubas
	3.0
	92.2
	80.6
	15.8
	96.6
	199

	Tulkarm
	6.5
	88.0
	73.2
	24.7
	91.7
	618

	Nablus
	6.4
	91.6
	70.4
	16.0
	93.2
	1525

	Qalqiliya
	6.6
	83.4
	58.5
	12.1
	86.3
	412

	Salfit
	5.3
	92.8
	73.7
	11.8
	94.0
	265

	Ramallah & Al-Bireh
	9.9
	86.0
	63.9
	17.6
	88.2
	1148

	Jericho and Al Aghwar
	29.8
	61.8
	36.9
	4.3
	67.1
	220

	Jerusalem
	6.3
	87.5
	70.6
	12.3
	92.4
	1857

	Bethlehem
	6.9
	88.2
	67.1
	26.3
	91.8
	908

	Hebron
	8.4
	86.0
	71.3
	14.9
	88.6
	3048

	North Gaza
	4.9
	91.4
	79.7
	35.4
	93.7
	1730

	Gaza
	3.8
	91.5
	79.5
	32.7
	95.2
	3232

	Dier El-Balah
	4.8
	92.4
	78.1
	34.5
	94.8
	1260

	Khan Yunis
	5.2
	88.0
	76.5
	23.6
	93.3
	1562

	Rafah
	4.7
	90.9
	82.3
	27.2
	94.5
	1037

	Area
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Urban
	6.4
	88.3
	73.1
	23.4
	91.9
	15219

	Rural
	5.9
	90.2
	74.2
	19.6
	92.5
	3196

	Camps
	5.6
	90.7
	77.2
	28.1
	93.7
	1841

	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	1-2
	6.3
	82.7
	75.8
	18.7
	89.8
	3267

	3-4
	4.5
	91.5
	82.9
	29.9
	94.3
	3209

	5-9
	5.4
	91.2
	78.2
	26.9
	94.0
	7195

	10-14
	8.0
	88.0
	63.1
	18.3
	90.4
	6585

	Education of household head
	
	
	
	
	 

	None
	8.2
	90.0
	73.2
	27.9
	90.0
	263

	Basic
	5.7
	90.1
	75.4
	26.1
	93.0
	8923

	Secondary
	5.9
	88.3
	74.5
	22.0
	92.2
	5791

	Higher
	7.6
	87.3
	69.7
	19.6
	90.9
	5277

	DK
	(*)
	(*)
	(*)
	(*)
	(*)
	2

	Wealth index quintile
	
	
	
	
	 

	Poorest
	3.8
	91.4
	82.1
	35.5
	95.1
	4447

	Second
	4.9
	90.8
	77.0
	27.3
	94.2
	4050

	Middle
	7.2
	88.0
	73.8
	21.3
	91.2
	4071

	Fourth
	8.1
	85.9
	69.1
	17.6
	89.6
	3848

	Richest
	7.8
	87.6
	64.8
	12.6
	90.3
	3840

	[1] MICS indicator 8.3 - Violent discipline

	(*) Figures that are based on less than 25 unweighted cases




In Palestine, 92 percent of children age 1-14 years were subjected to at least one form of psychological or physical punishment by household members during the past month. 

For the most part, households employ a combination of violent disciplinary practices, reflecting caregivers’ motivation to control children’s behaviour by any means possible. While 89 percent of children experienced psychological aggression, about 74 percent experienced physical punishment. The most severe forms of physical punishment (hitting the child on the head, ears or face or hitting the child hard and repeatedly) are overall less common: 23 percent of children were subjected to severe punishment. 

Male children were subjected to physical discipline (77 percent) more than female children (71 percent). Differentials with respect to many of the background variables were relatively small. Children living in camps areas, and those living in the poorest households were more likely to experience at least one violent psychological or physical punishment.

Figure CP.2: Child disciplining methods, children age 1-14 years, Palestine, 2014

While violent methods are extremely common forms of discipline, Table CP.6 reveals that only 22 percent of respondents believed that children should be physically punished. There are large differentials across background variables of respondents. Overall, Gazan woman, and respondents with low educational attainment and those residing in poorer households are more likely to find physical punishment an acceptable method of disciplining children.  Also there is a large differentials across governorates, where Jericho and Al-Aghwar is the lowest (I2 percent) Khan Yunis governorate reported the highest (32 percent), While the respondent’s relationship to the child is not a matters: 22 percent of mothers believed that children should be physically punished compared to 21 of fathers and 18 among other household members. 

	Table CP.6: Attitudes toward physical punishment 

	Percentage of respondents to the child discipline module who believe that physical punishment is needed to bring up, raise, or educate a child properly, Palestine, 2014

	 
	Respondent believes that a child needs to be physically punished
	Number of respondents to the child discipline module

	 
	
	 

	Total
	21.6
	7082

	
	
	

	Region
	
	

	West Bank
	17.3
	4261

	Gaza Strip
	28.2
	2821

	Sex
	
	 

	Male
	21.2
	426

	Female
	21.7
	6656

	Governorate
	
	 

	Jenin
	13.8
	482

	Tubas
	15.9
	84

	Tulkarm
	20.9
	247

	Nablus
	21.1
	579

	Qalqiliya
	12.3
	152

	Salfit
	9.7
	107

	Ramallah & Al-Bireh
	14.9
	491

	Jericho and Al Aghwar
	1.6
	77

	Jerusalem
	13.0
	688

	Bethlehem
	8.0
	334

	Hebron
	25.8
	1020

	North Gaza
	28.9
	540

	Gaza
	24.8
	1001

	Dier El-Balah
	29.8
	420

	Khan Yunis
	32.1
	519

	Rafah
	29.1
	341

	Area
	
	 

	Urban
	22.1
	5278

	Rural
	17.6
	1179

	Camps
	25.6
	624

	Age
	
	 

	<25
	21.0
	992

	25-39
	24.0
	3936

	40-59
	17.5
	2059

	60+
	22.3
	94

	Respondent's relationship to selected child
	 

	Mother
	22.0
	6188

	Father
	21.3
	368

	Other
	17.5
	526

	Respondent's education
	
	 

	None
	29.5
	90

	Basic
	20.9
	2710

	Secondary
	21.5
	2206

	Higher
	22.3
	2075

	[bookmark: _Toc142800385]Wealth index quintile
	
	 

	Poorest
	28.1
	1377

	Second
	27.7
	1341

	Middle
	20.3
	1416

	Fourth
	16.1
	1458

	Richest
	16.9
	1490


Early Marriage and Polygyny

Marriage before the age of 18 is a reality for many young girls. In many parts of the world parents encourage the marriage of their daughters while they are still children in hopes that the marriage will benefit them both financially and socially, while also relieving financial burdens on the family. In actual fact, child marriage is a violation of human rights, compromising the development of girls and often resulting in early pregnancy and social isolation, with little education and poor vocational training reinforcing the gendered nature of poverty. The right to 'free and full' consent to a marriage is recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights - with the recognition that consent cannot be 'free and full' when one of the parties involved is not sufficiently mature to make an informed decision about a life partner. Closely related to the issue of child marriage is the age at which girls become sexually active. Women who are married before the age of 18 tend to have more children than those who marry later in life. Pregnancy related deaths are known to be a leading cause of mortality for both married and unmarried girls between the ages of 15 and 19, particularly among the youngest of this cohort. There is evidence to suggest that girls who marry at young ages are more likely to marry older men which puts them at increased risk of HIV infection. The demand for this young wife to reproduce and the power imbalance resulting from the age differential lead to very low condom use among such couples.

The percentage of women married at before ages 15 and 18 years are provided in Table CP.7. Among women age 15-49 years, (2 percent) were married before age 15 and, among women age 20-49 years, (24 percent) women were married before age 18.  Percentage of women aged 20-49 years who married before age of 18 is unexpectedly the lowest among women who reside in rural areas compared to those who reside in urban and camps areas (19 and 25 and 25 percent respectively).  At the governorate level, the lowest prevalence was in Tubas governorate (12 percent) and the highest in North Gaza and Gaza governorates (36 percent).  This percentage is also higher among women with lower levels of education and among those who live in poor households. 

 Nine percent of young women age 15-19 years are currently married. This proportion does not vary much between urban (10 percent) and camps (11 percent) while the proportion was (5 percent) in rural areas, but is strongly related to the level of education. The percentage of women in a polygynous marriage is also provided in Table CP.7. Among all women age 15-49 years who are married, 4 percent are in polygynous marriage. The percentage of women in a polygynous marriage in Gaza Strip was 6 percent which is more prevalent than in the West Bank (3 percent).


158

	Table CP.7: Early marriage and polygyny (women)

	Percentage of women age 15-49 years who first married or entered a marital union before their 15th birthday, percentages of women age 20-49 years who first married or entered a marital union before their 15th and 18th birthdays, percentage of women age 15-19 years currently married, and the percentage of women who are in a polygynous marriage, Palestine, 2014

	 
	Women age 15-49 years
	 
	Women age 20-49 years
	 
	Women age 15-19 years
	 
	Women age 15-49 years

	
	Percentage married before age 15 [1]
	Number of women age 15-49 years 
	 
	Percentage married before age 15
	Percentage married before age 18 [2]
	Number of women age 20-49 years 
	 
	Percentage currently  married [3]
	Number of women age 15-19 years 
	 
	Percentage in polygynous marriage [4]
	Number of women age 15-49 years currently married/in union

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Total
	2.1
	13367
	
	2.5
	24.2
	10320
	
	9.3
	3047
	
	4.3
	7960

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	West Bank
	1.8
	8032
	
	2.2
	21.4
	6252
	
	6.8
	1780
	
	3.2
	4741

	Gaza Strip
	2.6
	5335
	
	3.1
	28.6
	4068
	
	12.8
	1267
	
	5.8
	3220

	Governorate
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jenin
	1.2
	921
	
	1.6
	20.1
	714
	
	6.5
	207
	
	1.9
	546

	Tubas
	1.5
	169
	
	2.0
	12.3
	130
	
	3.1
	39
	
	0.0
	90

	Tulkarm
	1.4
	518
	
	1.8
	16.8
	403
	
	1.6
	115
	
	3.3
	280

	Nablus
	1.7
	1072
	
	2.0
	21.0
	854
	
	7.3
	219
	
	1.7
	651

	Qalqiliya
	0.6
	271
	
	0.7
	17.0
	210
	
	1.1
	62
	
	3.4
	142

	Salfit
	2.2
	211
	
	2.3
	16.9
	157
	
	6.7
	54
	
	2.6
	116

	Ramallah & Al-Bireh
	1.2
	927
	
	1.5
	17.0
	737
	
	1.9
	190
	
	1.8
	559

	Jericho and Al Aghwar
	1.1
	170
	
	1.0
	18.2
	136
	
	(9.1)
	34
	
	7.3
	90

	Jerusalem
	1.9
	1197
	
	2.3
	25.4
	982
	
	8.7
	214
	
	2.3
	788

	Bethlehem
	1.7
	657
	
	2.3
	21.7
	491
	
	6.7
	166
	
	4.4
	372

	Hebron
	2.7
	1919
	
	3.4
	25.3
	1439
	
	10.0
	480
	
	5.8
	1105

	North Gaza
	4.4
	945
	
	4.9
	35.9
	724
	
	19.0
	221
	
	4.3
	623

	Gaza
	3.1
	1942
	
	3.8
	35.7
	1464
	
	13.8
	479
	
	5.0
	1175

	Dier El-Balah
	1.3
	842
	
	1.6
	18.0
	643
	
	9.1
	200
	
	6.2
	457

	Khan Yunis
	1.6
	1012
	
	2.1
	22.7
	776
	
	8.4
	236
	
	9.0
	591

	Rafah
	1.2
	594
	
	1.5
	19.0
	462
	
	12.2
	132
	
	4.9
	373

	1 MICS indicator 8.4 - Marriage before age 15 

	2 MICS indicator 8.5 - Marriage before age 18 

	3 MICS indicator 8.6 - Young women age 15-19 years currently married or in union 

	4 MICS indicator 8.7 - Polygyny

	na: not applicable

	( ) Figures that are based on 25-49 unweighted cases

	Table CP.7 Continued: Early marriage and polygyny (women)

	Percentage of women age 15-49 years who first married or entered a marital union before their 15th birthday, percentages of women age 20-49 years who first married or entered a marital union before their 15th and 18th birthdays, percentage of women age 15-19 years currently married, and the percentage of women who are in a polygynous marriage, Palestine, 2014

	 
	Women age 15-49 years
	 
	Women age 20-49 years
	 
	Women age 15-19 years
	 
	Women age 15-49 years

	
	Percentage married before age 15 [1]
	Number of women age 15-49 years 
	 
	Percentage married before age 15
	Percentage married before age 18 [2]
	Number of women age 20-49 years 
	 
	Percentage currently  married [3]
	Number of women age 15-19 years 
	 
	Percentage in polygynous marriage [4]
	Number of women age 15-49 years currently married/in union

	Area
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Urban
	2.3
	9938
	
	2.8
	25.4
	7680
	
	10.1
	2258
	
	4.6
	5976

	Rural
	1.4
	2272
	
	1.6
	18.6
	1751
	
	5.0
	521
	
	2.8
	1301

	Camps
	1.6
	1157
	
	2.0
	25.3
	889
	
	11.0
	268
	
	4.1
	683

	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	15-19
	0.6
	3047
	
	na
	na
	na
	
	9.3
	3047
	
	0.3
	278

	20-24
	1.0
	2813
	
	1.0
	15.3
	2813
	
	na
	na
	
	0.8
	1380

	25-29
	1.6
	1997
	
	1.6
	18.4
	1997
	
	na
	na
	
	2.1
	1557

	30-34
	2.4
	1650
	
	2.4
	30.1
	1650
	
	na
	na
	
	4.9
	1425

	35-39
	5.1
	1556
	
	5.1
	31.9
	1556
	
	na
	na
	
	5.4
	1341

	40-44
	3.7
	1276
	
	3.7
	33.6
	1276
	
	na
	na
	
	7.7
	1109

	45-49
	3.6
	1028
	
	3.6
	27.3
	1028
	
	na
	na
	
	7.8
	870

	Education
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	None
	6.6
	85
	
	7.2
	23.8
	79
	
	(*)
	6
	
	(17.2)
	48

	Basic
	5.3
	4770
	
	7.3
	50.7
	3185
	
	8.2
	1585
	
	6.5
	2818

	Secondary
	0.4
	3931
	
	0.6
	22.7
	3057
	
	14.8
	874
	
	3.4
	2627

	Higher
	0.1
	4580
	
	0.1
	4.3
	4000
	
	4.1
	580
	
	2.3
	2467

	Missing/DK
	(*)
	1
	
	(*)
	(*)
	0
	
	(*)
	1
	
	(*)
	0

	Wealth index quintile
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Poorest
	2.9
	2580
	
	3.2
	32.0
	1964
	
	18.4
	616
	
	6.8
	1620

	Second
	2.3
	2647
	
	2.9
	24.4
	2037
	
	8.9
	610
	
	5.5
	1517

	Middle
	2.0
	2646
	
	2.5
	21.9
	2048
	
	7.8
	598
	
	5.1
	1550

	Fourth
	1.6
	2719
	
	2.0
	21.8
	2137
	
	8.5
	583
	
	2.4
	1655

	Richest
	1.7
	2775
	
	2.2
	21.6
	2135
	
	3.1
	640
	
	1.7
	1618

	1 MICS indicator 8.4 - Marriage before age 15 

	2 MICS indicator 8.5 - Marriage before age 18 

	3 MICS indicator 8.6 - Young women age 15-19 years currently married 

	4 MICS indicator 8.7 - Polygyny

	na: not applicable

	( ) Figures that are based on 25-49 unweighted cases

	(*) Figures that are based on less than 25 unweighted cases



Tables CP.8 present respectively the proportion of women who were first married before age 15 and 18 by area, region and age groups. Examining the percentages married before age 15 and 18 by different age groups allow for trends to be observed in early marriage over time. Data show that the prevalence of the proportion of women married by age 15 and 18 has gradually declined/increased over time: in Palestine 27 percent of women age 45-49 years were first married by age 18 compared to 15 percent of women age 20-24 years. in the West Bank 24 percent of women age 45-49 years were first married by age 18 compared to 12 percent of women age 20-24 years, compared with Gaza Strip 34 percent of women age 45-49 years were first married by age 18 compared to 19 percent of women age 20-24 years. 

	Table CP.8: Trends in early marriage (women)

	Percentage of women who were first married or entered into a marital union before age 15 and 18, by area and age groups, Palestine, 2014

	 
	Urban
	
	Rural
	
	Camps

	
	Percentage of women married before age 15
	Number of women age 15-49 years
	Percentage of women married before age 18
	Number of women age 20-49 years
	 
	Percentage of women married before age 15
	Number of women age 15-49 years
	Percentage of women married before age 18
	Number of women age 20-49 years
	 
	Percentage of women married before age 15
	Number of women age 15-49 years
	Percentage of women married before age 18
	Number of women age 20-49 years

	Total
	2.3
	9938
	25.4
	7680
	
	1.4
	2272
	18.6
	1751
	
	1.6
	1157
	25.3
	889

	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	15-19
	0.6
	2258
	na
	na
	
	0.5
	521
	na
	na
	
	0.3
	268
	na
	na

	20-24
	1.2
	2105
	16.2
	2105
	
	0.2
	477
	10.8
	477
	
	0.7
	232
	16.7
	232

	25-29
	1.7
	1498
	19.3
	1498
	
	0.6
	317
	13.0
	317
	
	2.3
	182
	20.7
	182

	30-34
	2.8
	1241
	31.4
	1241
	
	0.9
	277
	23.2
	277
	
	1.8
	132
	31.7
	132

	35-39
	5.2
	1153
	34.0
	1153
	
	5.5
	265
	25.3
	265
	
	3.3
	137
	28.0
	137

	40-44
	4.3
	941
	35.6
	941
	
	1.5
	226
	23.9
	226
	
	3.1
	109
	36.4
	109

	45-49
	4.1
	742
	27.4
	742
	 
	2.8
	189
	25.3
	189
	
	1.7
	97
	30.1
	97

	na: not applicable


	Table CP.8: Trends in early marriage (women)

	Percentage of women who were first married or entered into a marital union before age 15 and 18, by Region and age groups, Palestine, 2014

	 
	West Bank
	
	Gaza Strip
	
	All

	
	Percentage of women married before age 15
	Number of women age 15-49 years
	Percentage of women married before age 18
	Number of women age 20-49 years
	 
	Percentage of women married before age 15
	Number of women age 15-49 years
	Percentage of women married before age 18
	Number of women age 20-49 years
	 
	Percentage of women married before age 15
	Number of women age 15-49 years
	Percentage of women married before age 18
	Number of women age 20-49 years

	Total
	1.8
	8032
	21.4
	6252
	
	2.6
	5335
	28.6
	4068
	
	2.1
	13367
	24.2
	10320

	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	15-19
	0.3
	1780
	na
	na
	
	1.0
	1267
	na
	na
	
	0.6
	3047
	na
	na

	20-24
	0.7
	1597
	12.3
	1597
	
	1.3
	1216
	19.2
	1216
	
	1.0
	2813
	15.3
	2813

	25-29
	1.7
	1155
	16.2
	1155
	
	1.5
	842
	21.4
	842
	
	1.6
	1997
	18.4
	1997

	30-34
	1.9
	980
	27.9
	980
	
	3.2
	670
	33.3
	670
	
	2.4
	1650
	30.1
	1650

	35-39
	3.6
	997
	27.9
	997
	
	7.8
	558
	39.1
	558
	
	5.1
	1556
	31.9
	1556

	40-44
	2.9
	841
	28.3
	841
	
	5.2
	435
	43.8
	435
	
	3.7
	1276
	33.6
	1276

	45-49
	4.2
	681
	24.0
	681
	 
	2.4
	347
	33.7
	347
	 
	3.6
	1028
	27.3
	1028

	na: not applicable




Figure CP.3: Early marriage among women, Palestine, 2014

[bookmark: _Toc142800390]

Tables CP.9 present Percent distribution of women currently married age 15-19 and 20-24 years according to the age difference with their husband or partner. Data show that the 13 percent of currently married women age 15-19 years whose husband is 10 or over older than her, this percentage do not different in the age group 20-24. In West Bank is 15 percent which is more than Gaza Strip (12 percent) for the women in the age 15-19. 

	Table CP.9: Spousal age difference

	Percent distribution of women currently married age 15-19 and 20-24 years according to the age difference with their husband, Palestine, 2014

	 
	Percentage of currently married women age 15-19 years whose husband is:
	Number of women age 15-19 years currently married
	Percentage of currently married women age 20-24 years whose husband is:
	Number of women age 20-24 years currently married

	
	Younger
	0-4 years older
	5-9 years older
	10+ years older1
	Total
	
	Younger
	0-4 years older
	5-9 years older
	10+ years older2
	Total
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Total
	1.5
	41.7
	43.7
	13.2
	100.0
	278
	3.3
	40.6
	44.2
	11.9
	100.0
	1380

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	West Bank
	1.7
	41.1
	42.1
	15.1
	100.0
	119
	1.7
	35.9
	47.9
	14.5
	100.0
	734

	Gaza Strip
	1.3
	42.1
	44.8
	11.8
	100.0
	159
	5.2
	45.8
	40.0
	8.9
	100.0
	647

	Area
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Urban
	1.4
	40.7
	44.8
	13.1
	100.0
	225
	3.8
	40.5
	44.3
	11.5
	100.0
	1066

	Rural
	(*)
	(*)
	(*)
	(*)
	(*)
	25
	1.2
	39.3
	45.9
	13.5
	100.0
	208

	Camp
	(3.5)
	(47.8)
	(36.1)
	(12.6)
	100.0
	27
	2.8
	44.0
	40.4
	12.8
	100.0
	106

	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	15-19
	1.5
	41.7
	43.7
	13.2
	100.0
	278
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na

	20-24
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	3.3
	40.6
	44.2
	11.9
	100.0
	1380

	Education
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Basic
	1.6
	40.8
	42.6
	15.0
	100.0
	127
	1.9
	34.9
	44.7
	18.5
	100.0
	269

	Secondary
	1.6
	40.9
	45.3
	12.2
	100.0
	129
	2.9
	40.3
	45.8
	11.0
	100.0
	561

	Higher
	(0.0)
	(51.1)
	(39.9)
	(9.1)
	100.0
	23
	4.4
	43.6
	42.3
	9.7
	100.0
	551

	Wealth index quintile
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Poorest
	1.8
	46.0
	41.4
	10.8
	100.0
	112
	6.1
	47.8
	38.8
	7.3
	100.0
	344

	Second
	3.8
	38.1
	46.2
	12.0
	100.0
	53
	4.1
	44.3
	41.8
	9.8
	100.0
	310

	Middle
	(0.0)
	(36.7)
	(42.6)
	(20.7)
	100.0
	45
	2.0
	33.4
	47.7
	16.9
	100.0
	270

	Fourth
	(0.0)
	(37.4)
	(51.1)
	(11.4)
	100.0
	48
	1.1
	39.2
	47.3
	12.5
	100.0
	283

	Richest
	(*)
	(*)
	(*)
	(*)
	(*)
	20
	2.0
	33.2
	48.9
	15.8
	100.0
	173

	1 MICS indicator 8.8a - Spousal age difference (among women age 15-19)

	2 MICS indicator 8.8b - Spousal age difference (among women age 20-24)

	na: not applicable


 

Children’s Living Arrangements 

The CRC recognizes that “the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her personality, should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding”. Millions of children around the world grow up with without the care of their parents for several reasons, including due to the premature death of the parents or their migration for work. In most cases, these children are cared for by members of their extended families, while in others, children may be living in households other than their own, as live-in domestic workers for instance. Understanding the children’s living arrangements, including the composition of the households where they live and the relationships with their primary caregivers, is key to design targeted interventions aimed at promoting child’s care and wellbeing. 

Table CP.14 presents information on the living arrangements and orphanhood status of children under age 18. 95 percent of children age 0-17 years in Palestine live with both their parents.
Very few children have lost one or both parents. 2 percent of children live with their mother only while their father is alive while 1 percent of children live with their father only while their mother is alive.
As expected, older children are less likely than younger children to live with both parents and slightly more likely than younger children to have lost one or both parents. Table CP.14 also shows that the percentage of children living with both parents is the highest in the Fourth's wealth quintile (98 percent) and lowest in the poorest quintile (93 percent). 3 percent of children in the poorest households live with their mother only while their father is alive. There are only small differences between urban and rural areas or among the regions in terms of orphanhood. 

	Table CP.14: Children's living arrangements and orphanhood

	Percent distribution of children age 0-17 years according to living arrangements, percentage of children age 0-17 years 
not living with a biological parent and percentage of children who have one or both parents dead, Palestine, 2014

	 
	Living with both parents
	Living with neither biological parent
	 
	Living with mother only
	 
	Living with father only
	Missing information on father/ mother
	Total
	Living with neither biological parent1
	One or both parents dead 2
	Number of children age 0-17 years

	
	
	Only father alive
	Only mother alive
	Both alive
	Both dead
	 
	Father alive
	Father dead
	 
	Mother alive
	Mother dead
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Total
	94.8
	0.1
	0.1
	0.4
	0.0
	
	1.7
	1.7
	
	0.7
	0.4
	0.1
	100.0
	0.6
	2.3
	26105

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Sex
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Male
	95.4
	0.0
	0.1
	0.1
	0.0
	
	1.6
	1.6
	
	0.7
	0.4
	0.0
	100.0
	0.3
	2.2
	13282

	Female
	94.3
	0.1
	0.1
	0.6
	0.0
	
	1.9
	1.8
	
	0.7
	0.4
	0.1
	100.0
	0.8
	2.4
	12823

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	West Bank
	95.7
	0.0
	0.0
	0.2
	0.0
	
	1.5
	1.6
	
	0.5
	0.3
	0.1
	100.0
	0.3
	2.0
	14935

	Gaza Strip
	93.7
	0.1
	0.1
	0.7
	0.1
	
	2.1
	1.8
	
	1.0
	0.6
	0.0
	100.0
	0.9
	2.6
	11170

	Governorate
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	100.0
	
	
	 

	Jenin
	96.8
	0.1
	0.0
	0.1
	0.0
	
	0.4
	1.6
	
	0.7
	0.3
	0.0
	100.0
	0.2
	1.9
	1626

	Tubas
	94.7
	0.0
	0.0
	0.9
	0.0
	
	0.1
	3.9
	
	0.5
	0.0
	0.0
	100.0
	0.9
	3.9
	259

	Tulkarm
	96.3
	0.0
	0.1
	0.0
	0.0
	
	0.7
	1.7
	
	0.5
	0.5
	0.1
	100.0
	0.1
	2.3
	831

	Nablus
	94.4
	0.0
	0.0
	0.3
	0.1
	
	2.1
	2.8
	
	0.2
	0.1
	0.1
	100.0
	0.4
	3.0
	1929

	Qalqiliya
	95.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	
	1.3
	3.0
	
	0.5
	0.1
	0.0
	100.0
	0.0
	3.2
	525

	Salfit
	97.2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.3
	0.3
	
	0.2
	1.2
	
	0.2
	0.4
	0.3
	100.0
	0.5
	1.8
	371

	Ramallah & Al-Bireh
	95.2
	0.1
	0.0
	0.2
	0.0
	
	2.4
	1.2
	
	0.2
	0.7
	0.1
	100.0
	0.2
	1.9
	1543

	Jericho and Al Aghwar
	94.9
	0.0
	0.0
	0.4
	0.0
	
	0.9
	1.9
	
	0.5
	1.2
	0.2
	100.0
	0.4
	3.1
	293

	Jerusalem
	96.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.1
	0.0
	
	1.3
	1.3
	
	0.8
	0.1
	0.0
	100.0
	0.2
	1.5
	2376

	Bethlehem
	95.7
	0.2
	0.0
	0.4
	0.1
	
	2.3
	0.5
	
	0.2
	0.4
	0.2
	100.0
	0.7
	1.2
	1212

	Hebron
	95.7
	0.0
	0.1
	0.1
	0.0
	
	1.6
	1.5
	
	0.6
	0.2
	0.1
	100.0
	0.3
	1.9
	3969

	North Gaza
	93.8
	0.2
	0.0
	1.0
	0.0
	
	1.0
	2.2
	
	0.9
	0.9
	0.0
	100.0
	1.1
	3.3
	2173

	Gaza
	93.9
	0.1
	0.1
	0.7
	0.0
	
	2.4
	1.7
	
	0.8
	0.4
	0.0
	100.0
	0.9
	2.3
	4105

	Dier El-Balah
	91.7
	0.0
	0.2
	0.3
	0.3
	
	3.2
	2.4
	
	1.0
	0.9
	0.0
	100.0
	0.9
	3.9
	1600

	Khan Yunis
	93.3
	0.0
	0.3
	0.7
	0.0
	
	2.5
	1.8
	
	0.8
	0.7
	0.0
	100.0
	0.9
	2.7
	2011

	Rafah
	95.8
	0.0
	0.1
	0.7
	0.0
	
	1.0
	0.6
	
	1.9
	0.0
	0.0
	100.0
	0.8
	0.6
	1281

	1 MICS indicator 8.13 - Children’s living arrangements

	2 MICS indicator 8.14 - Prevalence of children with one or both parents dead



	Table CP.14 Continued: Children's living arrangements and orphanhood

	Percent distribution of children age 0-17 years according to living arrangements, percentage of children age 0-17 years 
not living with a biological parent and percentage of children who have one or both parents dead, Palestine, 2014

	 
	Living with both parents
	Living with neither biological parent
	 
	Living with mother only
	 
	Living with father only
	Missing information on father/ mother
	Total
	Living with neither biological parent1
	One or both parents dead 2
	Number of children age 0-17 years

	
	
	Only father alive
	Only mother alive
	Both alive
	Both dead
	 
	Father alive
	Father dead
	 
	Mother alive
	Mother dead
	
	
	
	
	

	Area
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Urban
	94.8
	0.1
	0.1
	0.4
	0.0
	
	1.8
	1.7
	
	0.8
	0.3
	0.1
	100.0
	0.6
	2.2
	19579

	Rural
	95.5
	0.1
	0.0
	0.3
	0.0
	
	1.7
	1.6
	
	0.3
	0.5
	0.1
	100.0
	0.3
	2.2
	4196

	Camps
	94.1
	0.0
	0.1
	0.5
	0.2
	
	1.6
	1.7
	
	0.7
	1.0
	0.0
	100.0
	0.9
	3.0
	2330

	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	0-4
	97.6
	0.0
	0.0
	0.1
	0.0
	
	1.3
	0.4
	
	0.4
	0.1
	0.0
	100.0
	0.2
	0.5
	8047

	5-9
	95.6
	0.0
	0.1
	0.2
	0.0
	
	1.8
	1.1
	
	0.8
	0.3
	0.0
	100.0
	0.3
	1.6
	7391

	10-14
	93.5
	0.1
	0.1
	0.3
	0.1
	
	1.9
	2.6
	
	0.8
	0.6
	0.0
	100.0
	0.5
	3.5
	6711

	15-17
	89.9
	0.1
	0.1
	1.6
	0.1
	
	2.2
	3.8
	
	0.8
	0.9
	0.3
	100.0
	1.9
	5.1
	3956

	Wealth index quintiles
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Poorest
	93.0
	0.1
	0.0
	0.9
	0.1
	
	2.8
	1.4
	
	1.2
	0.6
	0.0
	100.0
	1.1
	2.1
	5578

	Second
	93.8
	0.1
	0.2
	0.4
	0.0
	
	1.9
	2.2
	
	0.8
	0.5
	0.0
	100.0
	0.8
	3.0
	5213

	Middle
	93.6
	0.0
	0.0
	0.2
	0.0
	
	2.5
	2.4
	
	0.7
	0.4
	0.1
	100.0
	0.3
	2.8
	5239

	Fourth   
	96.2
	0.0
	0.1
	0.1
	0.0
	
	0.7
	1.7
	
	0.6
	0.4
	0.1
	100.0
	0.3
	2.3
	5024

	Richest
	97.9
	0.0
	0.0
	0.2
	0.0
	
	0.7
	0.7
	
	0.2
	0.3
	0.0
	100.0
	0.3
	1.1
	5051

	1 MICS indicator 8.13 - Children’s living arrangements

	2 MICS indicator 8.14 - Prevalence of children with one or both parents dead












The Palestinian MICS included a simple measure of one particular aspect of migration related to what is termed children left behind, i.e. for whom one or both parents have moved abroad. While the amount of literature is growing, the long-term effects of the benefits of remittances versus the potential adverse psycho-social effects are not yet conclusive, as there is somewhat conflicting evidence available as to the effects on children. 

Besides presenting simple prevalence rates, the results of the Palestinian MICS presented in Table CP.15 will greatly help fill the data gap on the topic of migration. As expected, only 0.3 percent of children age 0-17 have one or both parents living abroad. 
	Table CP.15: Children with parents living abroad

	Percent distribution of children age 0-17 years by residence of parents in another country, Palestine, 2014

	 
	Percent distribution of children age 0-17 years:
	Percentage of children age 0-17 years with at least one parent living abroad¹
	Number of children age 0-17 years

	
	With at least one parent living abroad
	With neither parent living abroad
	Total
	
	

	
	Only mother abroad
	Only father abroad
	Both mother and father abroad
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Total
	0.1
	0.2
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	26105

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Sex
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Male
	0.1
	0.2
	0.0
	99.8
	100.0
	0.2
	13282

	Female
	0.1
	0.2
	0.0
	99.6
	100.0
	0.4
	12823

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	West Bank
	0.1
	0.2
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	14935

	Gaza Strip
	0.1
	0.2
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	11170

	Governorate
	
	
	
	
	100.0
	
	 

	Jenin
	0.0
	0.2
	0.0
	99.8
	100.0
	0.2
	1626

	Tubas
	0.7
	0.1
	0.0
	99.1
	100.0
	0.9
	259

	Tulkarm
	0.1
	0.0
	0.0
	99.9
	100.0
	0.1
	831

	Nablus
	0.0
	0.4
	0.0
	99.6
	100.0
	0.4
	1929

	Qalqiliya
	0.0
	0.3
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	525

	Salfit
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	100.0
	100.0
	0.0
	371

	Ramallah & Al-Bireh
	0.1
	0.5
	0.0
	99.4
	100.0
	0.6
	1543

	Jericho and Al Aghwar
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	100.0
	100.0
	0.0
	293

	Jerusalem
	0.2
	0.1
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	2376

	Bethlehem
	0.0
	0.1
	0.0
	99.9
	100.0
	0.1
	1212

	Hebron
	0.1
	0.0
	0.0
	99.9
	100.0
	0.1
	3969

	North Gaza
	0.2
	0.1
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	2173

	Gaza
	0.0
	0.2
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	4105

	Dier El-Balah
	0.2
	0.2
	0.1
	99.5
	100.0
	0.5
	1600

	Khan Yunis
	0.1
	0.0
	0.0
	99.8
	100.0
	0.2
	2011

	Rafah
	0.1
	0.5
	0.0
	99.5
	100.0
	0.5
	1281

	Area
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Urban 
	0.1
	0.1
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	19579

	Rural
	0.0
	0.2
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	4196

	Camps
	0.2
	0.3
	0.0
	99.4
	100.0
	0.6
	2330

	Age group
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	0-4
	0.0
	0.1
	0.0
	99.9
	100.0
	0.1
	8047

	5-9
	0.1
	0.1
	0.0
	99.8
	100.0
	0.2
	7391

	10-14
	0.1
	0.2
	0.0
	99.6
	100.0
	0.4
	6711

	15-17
	0.2
	0.4
	0.0
	99.3
	100.0
	0.7
	3956

	Wealth index quintile
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Poorest
	0.1
	0.2
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	5578

	Second
	0.2
	0.2
	0.0
	99.6
	100.0
	0.4
	5213

	Middle
	0.1
	0.2
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	5239

	Fourth
	0.1
	0.2
	0.0
	99.7
	100.0
	0.3
	5024

	Richest
	0.0
	0.1
	0.0
	99.8
	100.0
	0.2
	5051

	1 MICS indicator 8.15 - Children with at least one parent living abroad



Percentage married before age 15	
19-15	24-20	29-25	34-30	39-35	44-40	49-45	0.59940050652403731	1.1809238513095859	1.7493073559372156	2.7921282502521412	5.2271449748187244	4.2564511610421114	4.0832517910546926	Percentage married before age 18	0	16.172873449963124	19.251174609220957	31.434101333293032	33.951911610645247	35.551637894553977	27.449790756782676	Age


Registered, no birth certificate	
Region	West Bank	Gaza Strip	Area	Urban	Rural	Camp	Mother's education	None	Basic	Secondary	Higher	Palestine	1.1774507345048282	0.34054212024542407	0.73689150695069583	1.1677005436509962	0.60096771345131172	3.9764378514194041	0.5457848048502475	0.731991147924267	1.0091361346517973	0.79034678280423976	Birth certificate	
Region	West Bank	Gaza Strip	Area	Urban	Rural	Camp	Mother's education	None	Basic	Secondary	Higher	Palestine	97.950461353520069	99.240827964604264	98.620549612382788	98.190963316727888	96.02356214857997	98.983770877342408	98.307018902633658	98.441129238456227	98.547307897793559	


Other	
Only non-violent discipline	Any violent discipline	Psychological  aggression	Physical punishment	6.3	92.2	88.8	51	Severe	

23	Per cent


