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The Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) was carried out in 2014 by Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in collaboration with Ministry of Health, as part of the global MICS programme. Technical support was provided by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). The survey was financially supported by the government of the State of Palestine, UNICEF and UNFPA.

The global MICS programme was developed by UNICEF in the 1990s as an international household survey programme to support countries in the collection of internationally comparable data on a wide range of indicators on the situation of children and women. MICS surveys measure key indicators that allow countries to generate data for use in policies and programmes, and to monitor progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and other internationally agreed upon commitments.

The Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey has as its primary objectives:

To furnish data needed for monitoring progress toward goals established in the Millennium Declaration and other internationally agreed upon goals, as a basis for future action.

To contribute to the improvement of data and monitoring systems in Palestine and to strengthen technical expertise in the design, implementation, and analysis of such systems.

To facilitate the timely dissemination and use of results from the Palestinian MICS prior to the release of full tables and the final survey report that will contain detailed information on all survey findings by various demographic, social, economic and cultural characteristics. 

Results presented in this report are not expected to change and are considered final. For more information on indicators and the analysis conducted in the full final report please go to mics.unicef.org and childinfo.org.
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[bookmark: _Toc409003913]Summary Table of Survey Implementation and the Survey Population, Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, 2014

	Survey implementation

	Sample frame

· Updated
	Population Housing and Establishment Census 2007
Household Listing 2013 

	Questionnaires
	Household
Women (age 15-49)
Children under five

	Interviewer training
	February 2014
	Fieldwork
	March-April 2014

	Survey sample	
	
	
	

	Households
· Sampled
· Occupied
· Interviewed
· Response rate (Per cent)
	
11, 125
10, 568
10, 182
96.3
	Children under five
· Eligible
· Mothers/caretakers interviewed
· Response rate (Per cent)

	
7, 919
7, 816
98.7 


	Women
· Eligible for interviews
· Interviewed
· Response rate (Per cent)
	
13, 964
13, 367
95.7
	
	





	Survey population
	

	Average household size
	5.5
	Percentage of population living in 
· West Bank
· Gaza Strip

· Urban 
· Rural 
· Camps
	
59.1
40.9

74.5
16.7
8.8

	Percentage of population under:
· Age 5	
· Age 18
	
14.3
46.3
	· 
	

	Percentage of women age 15-49 years with at least one live birth in the last 2 years
	22.0


	
	






	HOUSEHOLD OR PERSONAL ASSETS
	
	HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

	
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	
	
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	Percentage of households that own 
	
	Percentage of households with

	· Radio
· A television
	38.6
80.1
	44.6
75.2
	28.6
88.2
	
	· Electricity
	99.9
	99.9
	99.9

	· LCD /LED /3D TV
	26.9
	34.8
	13.5
	
	· Finished floor
	99.9
	99.9
	99.8

	· Non-mobile phone
	36.2
	40.1
	29.7
	
	· Finished roofing
	99.8
	99.9
	99.8

	· A refrigerator
	95.5
	97.0
	93.0
	
	· Finished walls
	99.0
	98.5
	99.8

	· Central heating
	2.6
	3.8
	0.5
	
	
	
	
	

	· Clothes Dryer
	5.4
	7.2
	2.4
	
	Mean number of persons per room used for sleeping
	2.5
	2.4
	2.7

	· Freezer
	6.9
	9.5
	2.6
	
	
	
	
	

	· Dishwasher
	2.3
	3.6
	0.2
	
	
	
	
	

	· Air Conditioner
	16.9
	22.5
	7.5
	
	
	
	
	

	· Play Station / X-Box
	4.2
	5.9
	1.5
	
	
	
	
	

	· Satellite Dish
	94.7
	95.3
	93.6
	
	
	
	
	

	· Solar Heater
	59.0
	65.4
	48.2
	
	
	
	
	

	· Vacuum Cleaner
	37.0
	49.9
	15.4
	
	
	
	
	

	· Washing Machine
	95.1
	96.2
	93.2
	
	
	
	
	

	· Agricultural land
	17.6
	22.1
	10.0
	
	
	
	
	

	· Farm animals/livestock

	10.6
	10.6
	10.8
	
	
	
	
	

	Percentage of households where at least a member has or owns a
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	· I pad / Tablet
	14.3
	20.5
	3.9
	
	
	
	
	

	· A Smart Mobile telephone
	48.2
	58.6
	30.8
	
	
	
	
	

	· A Laptop
	37.4
	43.4
	27.3
	
	
	
	
	

	· Animal - Drawn cart
	1.5
	0.4
	3.2
	
	
	
	
	

	· A car or Truck
	26.8
	36.8
	10.1
	
	
	
	
	

	· Bank account
	44.2
	52.1
	30.9
	
	
	
	
	








[bookmark: _Toc409003914]Summary Table of Findings[footnoteRef:1] [1:  See Appendix E for a detailed description of MICS indicators] 

Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) and Millennium Development Goals (MDG) Indicators, Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, 2014

	CHILD MORTALITY
	
	

	Early childhood mortality
	
	

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Value A
Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	1.1
	
	Neonatal mortality rate
	Probability of dying within the first month of life
	11
	11

	12


	1.2
	MDG 4.2
	Infant mortality rate
	Probability of dying between birth and the first birthday
	18
	17

	20


	1.3
	
	Post-neonatal mortality rate
	Difference between infant and neonatal mortality rates
	7
	6

	8


	1.4
	
	Child mortality rate
	Probability of dying between the first and the fifth birthdays
	4
	3

	4


	1.5
	MDG 4.1
	Under-five mortality rate
	Probability of dying between birth and the fifth birthday
	22
	20

	24


	A Indicator values are per 1,000 live births and refer to the five-year period before the survey



	NUTRITION
	
	

	Nutritional status
	
	

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	

2.1a

2.1b
	MDG 1.8
	Underweight Prevalence
(a) 	Moderate and severe
 (b)	Severe 
	Percentage of children under age 5 who fall below

(a)	minus two standard deviations (moderate and severe) 
(b)	minus three standard deviations (severe)
of the median weight for age of the WHO standard
	

1.4

0.2


	

1.5

0.3

	

1.3

0.2


	
2.2a

2.2b
	

	Stunting prevalence
(a)	Moderate and severe
(b)	Severe
	Percentage of children under age 5 who fall below
(a) minus two standard deviations (moderate and severe)
(b) minus three standard deviations (severe) 
of the median height for age of the WHO standard
	
7.4

1.8
	
7.7

2.4

	
7.1

1.1


	
2.3a

2.3b
	

	Wasting prevalence
(a)	Moderate and severe
(b)	Severe
	Percentage of children under age 5 who fall below
(a) minus two standard deviations (moderate and severe)
(b) minus three standard deviations (severe)
of the median weight for height of the WHO standard
	
1.2

0.3
	
1.7

0.6

	
0.7

0.1


	2.4
	
	Overweight prevalence
	Percentage of children under age 5 who are above two standard deviations of the median weight for height of the WHO standard
	8.2
	9.8

	6.5










	
Breastfeeding and infant feeding

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	2.5
	Children ever breastfed
	Percentage of women with a live birth in the last 2 years who breastfed their last live-born child at any time
	96.6
	95.8

	97.6


	2.6
	Early initiation of breastfeeding
	Percentage of women with a live birth in the last 2 years who put their last newborn to the breast within one hour of birth
	40.8
	40.7

	41.0


	2.7
	Exclusive breastfeeding under 6 months
	Percentage of infants under 6 months of age who are exclusively breastfed
	38.6
	40.6

	36.4


	2.8
	Predominant breastfeeding under 6 months 
	Percentage of infants under 6 months of age who received breast milk as the predominant source of nourishment during the previous day
	50.0
	52.9

	46.7


	2.9
	Continued breastfeeding at 1 year 
	Percentage of children age 12-15 months who received breast milk during the previous day
	52.9
	48.4

	58.7


	2.10
	Continued breastfeeding at 2 years
	Percentage of children age 20-23 months who received breast milk during the previous day
	11.5
	13.8

	8.4


	2.11
	Median duration of breastfeeding
	The age in months when 50 percent of children age 0-35 months did not receive breast milk during the previous day
	13.9
	13.3

	14.2


	2.12
	Age-appropriate breastfeeding 
	Percentage of children age 0-23 months appropriately fed during the previous day 

	43.4
	42.0

	45.1


	2.13
	Introduction of solid, semi-solid or soft foods 
	Percentage of infants age 6-8 months who received solid, semi-solid or soft foods during the previous day
	89.6
	87.7

	91.6


	2.14
	Milk feeding frequency for non-breastfed children
	Percentage of non-breastfed children age 6-23 months who received at least 2 milk feedings during the previous day
	69.6
	79.1

	57.6


	2.15
	Minimum meal frequency
	Percentage of children age 6-23 months who received solid, semi-solid and soft foods (plus milk feeds for non-breastfed children) the minimum number of times or more during the previous day
	75.4
	75.4
	75.4

	2.16
	Minimum dietary diversity
	Percentage of children age 6–23 months who received foods from 4 or more food groups during the previous day
	62.6
	68.9

	55.1


	2.17a


2.17b
	Minimum acceptable diet
	(a) Percentage of breastfed children age 6–23 months who had at least the minimum dietary diversity and the minimum meal frequency during the previous day
(b) Percentage of non-breastfed children age 6–23 months who received at least 2 milk feedings and had at least the minimum dietary diversity not including milk feeds and the minimum meal frequency during the previous day
	40.2


43.8
	44.5


51.6

	35.7


33.9


	2.18
	Bottle feeding
	Percentage of children age 0-23 months who were fed with a bottle during the previous day
	42.4
	47.5

	36.3




	Salt iodization
	
	

	2.19
	Iodized salt consumption
	Percentage of households with salt testing 15 parts per million or more of potassium iodide or potassium iodate
	73.2
	69.3

	79.7



	Low-birthweight
	
	

	2.20
	Low-birthweight infants
	Percentage of most recent live births in the last 2 years weighing below 2,500 grams at birth
	8.3
	8.4

	8.3


	2.21
	Infants weighed at birth
	Percentage of most recent live births in the last 2 years who were weighed at birth
	99.7
	99.6

	99.8







	CHILD HEALTH
	
	

	Vaccinations
	
	

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	3.1
	
	Tuberculosis immunization coverage
	Percentage of children age 12-23 months who received BCG vaccine by their first birthday
	98.8
	98.2

	99.3


	3.2
	
	Polio immunization coverage
	Percentage of children age 12-23 months who received the third dose of OPV vaccine (OPV3) by their first birthday
	97.9
	97.6

	98.2


	3.3
3.5
3.6
	
	Diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus (DPT), hepatitis B (HepB) and haemophilus influenza type B (Hib) immunization coverage (Pentavalent)
	Percentage of children age 12-23 months who received the third dose of Penta vaccine (diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, hepatitis B and haemophilus influenza B) by their first birthday

	96.9
	96.6

	97.2


	3.4
	MDG 4.3
	Measles immunization coverage
	Percentage of children age 24-35 months who received measles vaccine by their second birthday
	97.0
	96.9
	97.1

	3.8
	
	Full immunization coverage
	Percentage of children age 24-35 months who received all vaccinations recommended in the national immunization schedule by their first birthday (measles by second birthday)
	89.9
	89.8
	90.0

	
	
	Diarrhoea

	-
	Children with diarrhoea
	Percentage of children under age 5 with diarrhoea in the last 2 weeks
	11.3
	11.4
	11.1

	3.10
	Care-seeking for diarrhoea
	Percentage of children under age 5 with diarrhoea in the last 2 weeks for whom advice or treatment was sought from a health facility or provider
	52.9
	52.4

	53.4


	3.S1
	Diarrhoea treatment with oral rehydration salts (ORS) 
	Percentage of children under age 5 with diarrhoea in the last 2 weeks who received ORS 
	31.5
	35.8

	26.5


	3.12
	Diarrhoea treatment with oral rehydration therapy (ORT) and continued feeding
	Percentage of children under age 5 with diarrhoea in the last 2 weeks who received ORT (ORS packet, pre-packaged ORS fluid, or increased fluids) and continued feeding during the episode of diarrhoea
	38.2
	41.4
	34.4

	
	
	Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI) symptoms

	-
	Children with ARI symptoms
	Percentage of children under age 5 with ARI symptoms in the last 2 weeks
	10.7
	11.0
	10.4

	3.13
	Care-seeking for children with ARI symptoms
	Percentage of children under age 5 with ARI symptoms in the last 2 weeks for whom advice or treatment was sought from a health facility or provider
	76.5

	78.6

	74.0


	3.14
	Antibiotic treatment for children with ARI symptoms
	Percentage of children under age 5 with ARI symptoms in the last 2 weeks who received antibiotics
	70.3
	72.7
	67.4





	
	
	Solid fuel use

	3.15
	Use of solid fuels for cooking
	Percentage of household members in households that use solid fuels as the primary source of domestic energy to cook
	1.8
	0.5
	3.7



	WATER AND SANITATION
	
	

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	4.1
	MDG 7.8
	Use of improved drinking water sources
	Percentage of household members using improved sources of drinking water
	61.5
	96.8

	10.4


	4.2
	
	Water treatment
	Percentage of household members in households using unimproved drinking water who use an appropriate treatment method
	1.3
	11.0

	0.8


	4.3
	MDG 7.9	
	Use of improved sanitation
	Percentage of household members using improved sanitation facilities which are not shared

	98.6
	98.8

	98.4




	REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
	

	Contraception and unmet need

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	-
	
	Total fertility rate 
	Total fertility rateA for women age 15-49 years
	4.1
	3.7
	4.5

	5.1
	MDG 5.4
	Adolescent birth rate 
	Age-specific fertility rateA for women age 15-19 years
	48
	35
	66

	5.2
	
	Early childbearing
	Percentage of women age 20-24 years who had at least one live birth before age 18 
	22.0
	19.6

	25.1


	5.3
	MDG 5.3
	Contraceptive prevalence rate
	Percentage of women age 15-49 years currently married who are using (or whose partner is using) a (modern or traditional) contraceptive method
	57.2 
	59.8

	53.4


	5.4 
	MDG 5.6
	Unmet need

	Percentage of women age 15-49 years who are currently married who are fecund and want to space their births or limit the number of children they have and who are not currently using contraception
	10.9

	11.0

	10.7


	A The age-specific fertility rate is defined as the number of live births to women in a specific age group during a specified period, divided by the average number of women in that age group during the same period, expressed per 1,000 women. The age-specific fertility rate for women age 15-19 years is also termed as the adolescent birth rate.

The total fertility rate (TFR) is calculated by summing the age-specific fertility rates calculated for each of the 5-year age groups of women, from age 15 through to age 49. The TFR denotes the average number of children to which a woman will have given birth by the end of her reproductive years (by age 50) if current fertility rates prevailed.





	Maternal and newborn health

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	


5.5a
5.5b
	


MDG 5.5 
MDG 5.5
	Antenatal care coverage
	Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last 2 years who were attended during their last pregnancy that led to a live birth
(a) at least once by skilled health personnel
(b) at least four times by any provider
	
	
	


99.5
95.3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	99.4
	99.3
	

	
	
	
	
	95.5
	95.7
	

	5.6
	
	Content of antenatal care
	Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last 2 years who had their blood pressure measured and gave urine and blood samples during the last pregnancy that led to a live birth
	95.8
	93.9

	98.1


	5.7
	MDG 5.2
	Skilled attendant at delivery
	Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last 2 years who were attended by skilled health personnel during their most recent live birth
	99.6
	99.6

	99.5


	5.8
	
	Institutional deliveries 
	Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last 2 years whose most recent live birth was delivered in a health facility
	99.3
	99.3
	99.4

	5.9
	
	Caesarean section
	Percentage of women age 15-49 years whose most recent live birth in the last 2 years was delivered by caesarean section
	20.3
	22.7

	17.4




	Post-natal health checks

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	5.10
	Post-partum stay in health facility
	Percentage of women age 15-49 years who stayed in the health facility for 12 hours or more after the delivery of their most recent live birth in the last 2 years
	58.5
	81.3

	31.0


	5.11
	Post-natal health check for the newborn
	Percentage of last live births in the last 2 years who received a health check while in facility or at home following delivery, or a post-natal care visit within 2 days after delivery
	93.9

	96.9

	90.2


	5.12
	Post-natal health check for the mother
	Percentage of women age 15-49 years who received a health check while in facility or at home following delivery, or a post-natal care visit within 2 days after delivery of their most recent live birth in the last 2 years
	90.7

	89.7

	91.8






	CHILD DEVELOPMENT

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	6.1
	Attendance to early childhood education
	Percentage of children age 36-59 months who are attending an early childhood education programme
	26.4    
	27.2

	25.5


	6.2
	Support for learning 
	Percentage of children age 36-59 months with whom an adult has engaged in four or more activities to promote learning and school readiness in the last 3 days
	77.5
	82.7

	71.5


	6.3
	Father’s support for learning 
	Percentage of children age 36-59 months whose biological father has engaged in four or more activities to promote learning and school readiness in the last 3 days
	12.0
	14.1

	9.7


	6.4
	Mother’s support for learning
	Percentage of children age 36-59 months whose biological mother has engaged in four or more activities to promote learning and school readiness in the last 3 days
	54.4
	59.2

	48.9


	6.5
	Availability of children’s books
	Percentage of children under age 5 who have three or more children’s books
	19.9
	20.2

	19.5


	6.6
	Availability of playthings
	Percentage of children under age 5 who play with two or more types of playthings
	69.1
	71.9

	65.9


	6.7
	Inadequate care
	Percentage of children under age 5 left alone or in the care of another child younger than 10 years of age for more than one hour at least once in the last week
	14.3
	13.1

	15.6


	6.8
	Early child development index
	Percentage of children age 36-59 months who are developmentally on track in at least three of the following four domains: literacy-numeracy, physical, social-emotional, and learning
	72.0
	76.0

	67.5






	LITERACY AND EDUCATION

	Survey Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	MICS
7.1
	MDG 2.3
	Literacy rate among young woman

	Percentage of young woman age 15-24 years who are able to read a short simple statement about everyday life or who attended secondary or higher education
	97.2
	97.6
	96.5

	7.2
	
	School readiness
	Percentage of children in first grade of basic school who attended pre-school during the previous school year
	94.1
	91.9

	97.2


	7.3
	
	Net intake rate in basic education
	Percentage of children of school-entry age who enter the first grade of basic school
	96.9
	97.3

	96.5


	7.4
	MDG 2.1
	Primary school net attendance ratio (adjusted)
	Percentage of children of primary school age currently attending primary or secondary school
	98.8
	98.9
	98.7

	7.5
	
	Secondary school net attendance ratio (adjusted)
	Percentage of children of secondary school age currently attending secondary school or higher
	89.8
	89.5
	90.2

	7.6
	MDG 2.2
	Children reaching last grade of primary
	Percentage of children entering the first grade of primary school who eventually reach last grade
	99.8
	99.7
	99.9

	7.7
	
	Primary completion rate
	Number of children attending the last grade of primary school (excluding repeaters) divided by number of children of primary school completion age (age appropriate to final grade of primary school)
	99.6
	98.6
	101.0

	7.8
	
	Transition rate to secondary school
	Number of children attending the last grade of primary school during the previous school year who are in the first grade of secondary school during the current school year divided by number of children attending the last grade of primary school during the previous school year
	98.3
	99.9
	96.3

	7.9
	MDG 3.1
	Gender parity index (primary school)
	Primary school net attendance ratio (adjusted) for girls divided by primary school net attendance ratio (adjusted) for boys
	1.00
	1.00
	1.00

	7.10
	MDG 3.1
	Gender parity index (secondary school)
	Secondary school net attendance ratio (adjusted) for girls divided by secondary school net attendance ratio (adjusted) for boys
	1.06
	1.12
	1.08

	7.S1
	
	Basic school net attendance ratio (adjusted)
	Percentage of children of basic school age currently attending basic or secondary school
	96.8
	96.7
	97.0


	7.S2
	
	Secondary school net attendance ratio (adjusted)
	Percentage of children of secondary school age currently attending secondary school or higher
	71.7
	70.7
	73.2

	7.S3
	
	Children reaching last grade of basic 
	Percentage of children entering the first grade of basic school who eventually reach last grade
	92.1
	92.1
	92.0

	7.S4
	
	Basic completion rate
	Number of children attending the last grade of basic school (excluding repeaters) divided by number of children of basic school completion age (age appropriate to final grade of basic school)
	88.7
	90.7
	85.4

	7.S5
	
	Transition rate to secondary school
	Number of children attending the last grade of basic school during the previous school year who are in the first grade of secondary school during the current school year divided by number of children attending the last grade of basic school during the previous school year
	93.5
	92.7
	94.7

	7.S6
	
	Gender parity index (basic school)
	Basic school net attendance ratio (adjusted) for girls divided by basic school net attendance ratio (adjusted) for boys
	1.03
	1.04
	1.02

	7.S7
	
	Gender parity index (secondary school)
	Secondary school net attendance ratio (adjusted) for girls divided by secondary school net attendance ratio (adjusted) for boys
	1.27
	1.32
	1.20





	CHILD PROTECTION

	Birth registration

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	8.1
	Birth registration
	Percentage of children under age 5 whose births are reported registered
	99.3
	99.1

	99.6


	Child discipline

	8.3
	Violent discipline
	Percentage of children age 1-14 years who experienced psychological aggression or physical punishment during the last one month
	92.2
	90.4
	94.5




	Early marriage and polygyny

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	8.4
	Marriage before age 15
	Percentage  of women age 15-49 years who were first married before age 15
	2.1
	1.8

	2.6


	8.5
	Marriage before age 18
	Percentage of women age  20-49 years who were first married before age 18
	24.2
	21.4

	28.6



	8.6
	Young Woman age 15-19 years currently married
	Percentage of young women age 15-19 years who are married
	9.3
	6.8

	12.8


	8.7
	Polygyny

	Percentage of women age 15-49 years who are in a polygynous marriage
	4.3
	3.2

	5.8


	8.8a
8.8b
	Spousal age difference 
	Percentage of women who are married and whose spouse is 10 or more years older, 
(a) among women age 15-19 years 
(b) among women age 20-24 years
	

13.2
11.9
	

15.1
14.5
	

11.8
8.9

	Children’s living arrangements

	8.13
	Children’s living arrangements
	Percentage of children age 0-17 years living with neither biological parent
	0.6
	0.3

	0.9


	8.14
	Prevalence of children with one or both parents dead
	Percentage of children age 0-17 years with one or both biological parents dead
	2.3
	2.0

	2.6


	8.15
	Children with at least one parent living abroad
	Percentage of children 0-17 years with at least one biological parent living abroad
	0.3
	0.3
	0.3





	HIV/AIDS 

	HIV/AIDS knowledge and attitudes

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	-
	
	Have heard of AIDS
	Percentage of woman age 15-49 years who have heard of AIDS
	95.0
	96.4
	92.9


	
	
	Knowledge about HIV prevention among woman (15-49)
	Percentage of woman age 15-49 years who correctly identify ways of preventing the sexual transmission of HIV, and who reject major misconceptions about HIV transmission
	7.7
	9.9

	4.5



	9.1
	MDG 6.3
	Knowledge about HIV prevention among young woman
	Percentage of woman age 15-24 years who correctly identify ways of preventing the sexual transmission of HIV, and who reject major misconceptions about HIV transmission
	6.2
	8.2
	4.6

	9.2
	
	Knowledge of mother-to-child transmission of HIV
	Percentage of woman age 15-49 years who correctly identify all three means of mother-to-child transmission of HIV
	43.5
	42.6

	44.9




	9.3
	
	Accepting attitudes towards people living with HIV

	Percentage of woman age 15-49 years expressing accepting attitudes on all four questions  toward people living with HIV
	5.0
	5.1

	4.8




	HIV testing

	MICS Indicator
	Indicator
	Description
	Palestine
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	9.4
	People who know where to be tested for HIV
	Percentage of Women age 15-49 years who state knowledge of a place to be tested for HIV

	19.7 
	19.1
	20.6
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The Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (PMICS) was carried out in 2014 by Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in collaboration with Ministry of Health, as part of the global MICS programme. Technical and financial support was provided by the Palestinian Government, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

The findings pertain to March–April 2014, when the fieldwork was conducted.  Findings from the survey are presented in this report.

The Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, 2014 was conducted for a representative sample of Palestine. The survey was designed as a multi- stage cluster sample covering the entire country including two geographic regions; The West Bank which includes 11 governorates: (Jenin, Tubas, Tulkarm, Qalqiliya, Salfit, Nablus, Ramallah and Al Bireh, Jerusalem, Jericho and Al Aghwar, Bethlehem, Hebron) and Gaza Strip which includes 5 governorates (Gaza, Khan Yunis, Rafah, Deir El Balah and North Gaza) and was stratified according to urban, rural and camp areas.

Of the 11,125 households selected in the sample, results showed that the number of occupied households were 10,568 of which 10,182 households were successfully interviewed during the survey, giving a response rate of 96 percent. There were 13,964 women in the 15-49 age group of which a total of 13,367 eligible women were successfully interviewed, achieving a response rate of 96 percent.  In addition, the number of children was 7,919 child in the Household Questionnaire of which a total of 7,816 child were interviewed giving a response rate of 99 percent. The total households interviewed included 56,367 individual members who were listed. Of these, 28,542 were males and 27,825 were females with a sex ratio of 103 males per hundred females. 

It is noted that the Palestinian population is a young one. The percentage of individuals in the age group 0-17 years was 46 percent, whereas the percentage of individuals in the age group 18 and above was 54 percent. According to economic and social dependency categories, 39 percent individuals were in the age group 0-14 years, 58 percent in the age group 15-64 years which is the age category of economically active individuals; and 3 percent in the age group 65 years and over. The average household size in Palestine in 2014 was about 5.5 persons. About 91 percent of households are headed by men and about 9 percent of households are headed by women.

Early Childhood Mortality 
The infant mortality rate in Palestine is 18 per 1,000 live births, with 17 per 1,000 live births in the West Bank compared to 20 per 1,000 live births in the Gaza Strip. The Under-Five Mortality rate in Palestine is 22 per 1,000 live births with 20 per 1,000 live births in the West Bank compared to 24 per 1,000 live births in the Gaza Strip. Mortality estimates is for the periods of five years preceding the survey; where differences appear in the mortality rates between male and female infants and children under 5. Among males, the infant mortality rate was 19 per 1000 live birth, with neonatal mortality rate of 11 per 1000 live birth, and the post neonatal mortality of 8 per 1000 live birth. These rates are higher among males than females as corresponding rates for infant mortality rate among girls is (17 per 1000 live birth, neonatal mortality is 11 per 1000 live birth; while the post neonatal mortality rate is 6 per 1000 live birth). Differences were also noted in the infant mortality rates according to area, where infant mortality rate in urban locations was around 19 per 1000 live births, 18 per 1,000 live births in rural areas and 12 per 1,000 live births in Camps.



Malnutrition indicators
Among the child survival indicators are the malnutrition indicators, which are expressed in anthropometric measurements (height, weight, age). Weights and height measurements were conducted for children under-five years of age in Palestinian households. Data results revealed that one percent of the children under-5 in Palestine are moderately underweight and a negligible proportion (0.2) are severely underweight, seven percent of children under-5 are moderately stunted i.e. too short for their age, and two percent are severely stunted.  Results also show that one percent of children are also moderately wasted (short for their height). They also show that eight percent of children are suffering from overweight. 

Breastfeeding
For monitoring the nutritional status, it is important to follow up the pattern of breast feeding and complementary feeding for children from birth to three years. WHO and the UNICEF recommend continued breastfeeding for two years or more. Although breastfeeding is an important factor in dealing with feeding and building a physical and emotional connection between mother and infant.

Results show that only 41 percent of infants are breastfed for the first time within the first hour of birth; while results show that around 97 percent of children under five had been ever-breastfed. Results also show that no differences according to the region.  Differences are noted according to the area where the highest percentage was among children in the rural areas reaching 45 percent compared to 40 percent of urban children and 43 percent of children in Camps. Moreover, it was noted that there are large differences in the results for early initiation of breast feeding at the governorate level, the lowest seem in 25 percent in Hebron governorate, followed by 33 percent in Gaza governorate. The highest percentage was in Jericho and Al Aghwar governorate with 66 percent followed by Rafah with 63 percent.  

It is also found that only 39 percent of children aged less than six months are exclusively breastfed (breast milk only, or with vitamins or medicine) which is considerably lower than  the international standards 

Immunization
Immunization coverage is an important health concern that helps to protect children from deadly diseases. Countries follow globally accepted programmes of vaccination where the child receives vaccinations within a specified period of time. These vaccinations include Bacillis-Cereus-Geuerin (BCG), a birth dose of Hepatitis B (Hep B)  Inactivated Polio Vaccine(IPV), Pentavalent i.e. Diptheria, Pertussis and Tetanus (DPT); Hep B; Hemophilus Influenza type b (Hib), Polio, and measles. In the survey, vaccination cards were mainly used for recording vaccines received by the child, and if the child did not have a card, the mother was asked to recall whether or not the child had received each of the vaccinations and, they were also asked how many times. Percentage of measles vaccine and full immunization were been calculated to children aged 24-35 months who received measles by their second birthday.

Overall, 94 percent of children age 12-23 months and 89 percent of those age 24-35 months have ever received a vaccination card, and that cards were actually seen by the interviewer in 93 percent and 84 percent of cases respectively for these two age groups. 

Approximately 99 percent of children age 12-23 months received a BCG vaccination by the age of 12 months and the first and second doses of Pentavalent vaccine (DPT-HepB-Hib) vaccine were given to 98 percent, the coverage was maintained at 97 percent for the third dose. Similarly, 99 percent of children received Polio 1 by age 12 months and this was maintained at 98 percent by the third dose. The coverage for measles vaccine for children 24-35 months by any time before the survey was 99 while 97 percent of children 24-35 months received the measles vaccine by the age of 12 months. As a result, the children who had received all the recommended vaccinations by their first birthday and measles by their second birthday, i.e. who were fully immunised was 90 percent

Diarrhoeal disease, pneumonia and acute respiratory tract infections
Diarrhoeal disease, pneumonia and acute respiratory tract infections are important risk factors that increase the risk of death of infants and children under-five. Mothers (or caretakers) were asked to report; whether their child had diarrhoea in the two weeks prior to the survey; the treatment methods used (by oral rehydration therapy, increased foods and liquids). Questions were also asked about symptoms of pneumonia.
 
About 11 percent of children under-five years of age had diarrhoea in the two weeks preceding the survey. 

This percentage ranged from five percent in Qalqiliya governorate to 18 percent in Tubas governorate. The highest period-prevalence is seen among children age 12-23 months (18 percent) which grossly corresponds to the weaning period. The results showed differences between children who had diarrhea in the two weeks preceding the survey based on mother’s education; where only three percent of children who had diarrhea their mothers had basic education compared to 11 percent for mothers with higher education.

Information on symptoms of ARI was collected during the Palestinian MICS to capture risk to pneumonia which was noted by a child who had rapid breathing or difficulty breathing which was accompanied by a cough. Results show that 11 percent of children aged 0-59 months were reported to have had symptoms of acute respiratory infections a during the two weeks preceding the survey.  Seventy seven percent of children age 0-59 months with symptoms of ARI were taken to a qualified provider. (79 percent, males; 74 percent, females), the percentage was better in the West Bank; 79 percent compared to 74 percent in Gaza Strip, while it was 73 percent for rural children compared to 77 percent in camps and urban areas.  Seventy percent of under-5 children with symptoms of ARI received antibiotics during the two weeks prior to the survey. The percentage was considerably higher in urban (72 percent) than in camps and rural areas, and ranges from 50 percent in Bethlehem governorate to 91 percent in Rafah. 

Water and Sanitation 

Use of unimproved sources of drinking water and sanitation, are considered to be major factors leading to disease and infection. 

Overall, 62 percent of the population living in Palestine has access to improved drinking water sources. This coverage does not indicate that the sources are necessarily safe. The situation is considerably worse in Gaza Strip region compared with the West Bank where only 10 percent of the population in Gaza Strip has access to improved drinking water sources compared to 97 percent in the West Bank. It should be noted that this percentage is low because 68 percent of Gaza Strip residents use tankered water which is not considered an improved source of water. Results also show that residents of the rural regions have better access to improved sources of drinking water compared to urban areas and Camps, 87 percent in rural areas compared to about 58 percent in urban regions and 42 percent in Camps.
 
Results show that about 89 percent of households that use unimproved drinking water source do not use any method for water treatment whereas eight percent of households use a water filter and one percent adds chlorine.

The majority of the Palestinian households are using improved sanitation facilities (99 percent). Fifty six percent of the households are connected to piped sewer system; of which 38 percent are in the Gaza Strip and 82 percent in the West Bank. The lowest proportion of households connected to piped sewer system is in rural areas (only 10 percent) compared to 89 percent in Camps and 62 percent in urban areas. Ten percent of households use pit latrines which are considered as improved sanitation facility. 

Reproductive health:
Governments seek to promote knowledge and provide reproductive health services for women, because such services have an effect on reducing maternal mortality rates and help avoid unsafe pregnancies which increase the likelihood of death among teenage mothers age 15-19. The survey addressed a number of reproductive health indicators.

The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) for the three years preceding the Palestinian MICS 2014 is 4.1 births per woman. Results reveal that fertility rates differ according to region where it was 3.7 births per woman in the West Bank compared to 4.5 births per woman in Gaza Strip. 

Current use of contraception was reported by 57 percent of currently married women. The most popular method is the IUD which is used by 26 percent of married women in Palestine. The next most popular method is withdrawal, which accounts for nine percent of use among married couples. Contraceptive prevalence ranges from 60 percent in the West Bank to 53 percent in Gaza Strip. About 57 percent of married women in urban and 60 percent in rural areas and 58 in camps use a method of contraception. Adolescents are far less likely to use contraception than older women. Only about 16 percent of women age 15-19 married currently use a method of contraception compared to 38 percent of 20-24 year olds, while the use of contraception among older women ranges from 52 percent to 73 percent.

The total of met need for spacing and limiting adds up to the total met need for contraception. Results show that met need for limiting is 36 percent and for spacing is 21 percent. The total demand for contraception includes women who currently have an unmet need (for spacing or limiting), plus those who are currently using contraception. Results show that unmet need for limiting is 5 percent and for spacing is 6 percent. 

About 96 percent of women who gave birth to their last child in the past two years from the survey on Palestinian households in 2014 received antenatal care from skilled personnel (doctor, nurse, midwife or auxiliary midwife), at least four times by visiting antenatal care centers. Among women who received antenatal care at least four times, about 96 percent were in the West Bank and 95 percent in Gaza Strip, this reflects women’s degree of awareness of the importance of consistency of care during the progress of pregnancy.  

About 99 percent of births in the two years preceding the survey were delivered in a health facility and by skilled personnel (Doctor, Nurse or Midwife). Twenty percent of births were delivered through Caesarean section. 

Overall, 59 percent of women who gave birth in a health facility stay 12 hours or more in the facility after delivery; 81 percent in the West Bank to 31 percent in Gaza Strip. A much higher proportion (78 percent) of women delivering in NGO's facilities stay 12 hours or more than those delivering in private facilities (65 percent). A similar disparity exists between rural (74 percent) and urban women (57 percent). As expected, nearly all women (99 percent) giving birth through C‑section stay 12 hours or more in the facility after giving birth. 

Overall, 94 percent of newborns receive a health check following birth while in a facility or at home. With regards to PNC visits, these predominantly occur late, either after the first week or 3-6 days after the delivery (50 percent and 20 percent, respectively). As a result, a total of 94 percent of all newborns receive a post-natal health check. This percentage varies from 97 percent in the West Bank to 90 percent in Gaza Strip.

Overall, 91 percent of mothers receive a health check following birth while in a facility or at home. With regards to PNC visits, the majority take place after the first week or 3-6 days after the delivery (32 percent and 11 percent, respectively). As a result, a total of 91 percent of all mothers receive a post-natal health check. This percentage varies from 90 percent in the West Bank to 92 percent in Gaza Strip.

Education:

Overall, 94 percent of children who are currently attending the first grade of primary school were attending pre-school the previous year. The proportion among females is slightly higher (96 percent) than males (93 percent).  Also slight differential between West Bank and Gaza Strip is noticed (92 percent and 97 percent) respectively.  Governorate differentials are also significant; first graders in Bethlehem governorate have attended pre-school by 82 percent compared to 100 percent in Deir El Balah and Khan Yunis governorates.

Of children who are of basic school entry age (age 6), overall 97 percent are attending the first grade of basic school, with no differentials by any of the background characteristics.  Only 72 percent of the children are attending secondary school, 63 percent for males compared to 80 percent for females.  

Gender parity for basic school is 1.03, and the gender parity for secondary school is 1.27, which is in favour for females. 

Inadequate care:
Around 12 percent of children age 0-59 months were left in the care of other children, while 4 percent were left alone during the week preceding the interview. Combining the two care indicators, it is calculated that a total of 14 percent of children were left with inadequate care during the past week, either by being left alone or in the care of another child. No differences were observed by the sex of the child or between urban and rural and camps areas. Children age 48-59 months were left with inadequate care (17 percent) more than those who were age 36-47 months (9 percent). 

Early Childhood Development
Around 72 percent of children age 36-59 months are developmentally on track. Early Child Development Index (ECDI) is higher among girls (77 percent) than boys (68 percent). ECDI is much higher in older age group (79 percent among 48-59 months old compared to 66 percent among 36-47 months old). Higher ECDI is seen in children attending to an early childhood education programme at 87 percent compared to 67 percent among those who are not attending. Children living in poorest households have lower ECDI (63 percent) compared to children living in richest households (81 percent of children developmentally on track). The analysis of four domains of child development shows that 96 percent of children are on track in the physical domain, but much less on track in literacy-numeracy (22 percent), learning (92 percent) and social-emotional (71 percent) domains. In each individual domain the higher score is associated with children living in richest households, with children attending an early childhood education programme, older children, and among girls.

Knowledge of AIDS:
In Palestine, 95 percent of the women age 15-49 years have heard of AIDS. However, the percentage of those who know of both main ways of preventing HIV transmission – having only one faithful uninfected partner and using a condom every time – is only 34 percent. About 77 percent of women know of having one faithful uninfected sex partner and 38 percent of women know of using a condom every time as main ways of preventing HIV transmission.


Overall, only eight percent of women age 15-49 years were found to have comprehensive knowledge. As expected, the percentage of women with comprehensive knowledge increases with their education level, the percentage is higher among women who have higher education (12 percent) compared with women with no education (1 percent).  And the percentage of women with comprehensive knowledge is higher among women in the West Bank (10 percent) compared with women in Gaza Strip (5 percent), also a clear variation was noticed among governorates, with the lowest percentage in Deir El-Balah governorate (2 percent) while the highest was seen in Jericho and Al-Aghwar governorate (21 percent).
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