II.	Sample and Survey Methodology

[bookmark: _Toc142800355]Sample Design
The sample for the Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey was designed to provide estimates for a large number of indicators on the situation of children and women in the State of Palestine. The urban, rural and camps areas within each region were identified as the main sampling strata and the sample was selected in two stages. Within each stratum, a specified number of census enumeration areas (EAs) were selected systematically with probability proportional to size; a total of 445 sample EAs were selected at the first stage. After a household listing was carried out within the selected enumeration areas, a random systematic sample of 25 households was selected for each sample EA; this resulted in a total sample size of 11,125 households. The sample was stratified by region, urban, rural and refugee camps areas, and it is not self-weighting. For reporting national level results, sample weights are used. A more detailed description of the sample design can be found in Appendix A.

[bookmark: _Toc142800356]Questionnaires
Three sets of questionnaires were used in the survey:  1) a household questionnaire which was used to collect basic demographic information on all de jure household members (usual residents), the household, and the dwelling; 2) a questionnaire for individual women administered in each household to all women age 15-49 years; and 3) an under-5 questionnaire, administered to mothers (or caretakers) for all children under 5 years of age[footnoteRef:1] living in the household. The questionnaires included the following modules: [1:  The terms “children under 5”, “children age 0-4 years”, and “children age 0-59 months” are used interchangeably in this report.] 


The Household Questionnaire included the following modules:
· List of Household Members
· Education
· Child Discipline
· Household Characteristics
· Water and Sanitation
· Salt Iodization
The Questionnaire for Individual Women was administered to all women age 15-49 years living in the households, and included the following modules:
· Woman’s Background
· Fertility/Birth History
· Desire for Last Birth
· Maternal and Newborn Health
· Post-natal Health Checks
· Contraception
· Unmet Need
· Marriage
· HIV/AIDS
The Questionnaire for Children Under Five was administered to mothers (or caretakers) of children under 5 years of age living in the households. Normally, the questionnaire was administered to mothers of under-5 children; in cases when the mother was not listed in the household roster, a primary caretaker for the child was identified and interviewed. The questionnaire included the following modules:
· Age
· Birth Registration
· Early Childhood Development
· Breastfeeding and Dietary Intake
· Immunization
· Care of Illness
· Anthropometry
The questionnaires are based on the MICS5 model questionnaire[footnoteRef:2]. From the MICS5 model English version, the questionnaires were customised and translated into Arabic and were pre-tested in December, 2013 in 4 clusters, out of each cluster 25 households were selected for interview, 25 households in Al-Bireh city and 25 households in Ramallah city (Urban), 25 households in Abu-Qash village (rural) and 25 in Al-Jalazoun refugee camp (refugee camps).  The clusters were covered Ramallah governorate in the central of the West Bank. Based on the results of the pre-test, modifications were made to the wording and translation of the questionnaires. A copy of the Palestinian MICS questionnaires is provided in Appendix F. [2:  The model MICS5 questionnaires can be found at http://mics.unicef.org/tools
] 


In addition to the administration of questionnaires, fieldwork teams tested the salt used for cooking in the households for iodine content, observed the place for handwashing, and measured the weights and heights of children age under 5 years. Details and findings of these observations and measurements are provided in the respective sections of the report.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Training for the fieldwork was conducted for 16 days in February /2014. Training included lectures on interviewing techniques and the contents of the questionnaires, and mock interviews between trainees to gain practice in asking questions. Towards the end of the training period, trainees spent 2 days in practice interviewing in Jenin, Tulkarm, Nablus, Ramallah, Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Hebron governorates in the West Bank, and Gaza, Deir El-Balah, Khan Yunis governorates in Gaza Strip. 

The data were collected by 28 teams; each was comprised of 4-5 interviewers, one editor, one measurer and a supervisor. Fieldwork began in March/2014 and concluded in April/2014.

Data Processing
Data were entered using the CSPro software, Version 5.0. All the questionnaires were entered by using desktop computers, this process was done by 46 data entry operators and 2 data entry supervisors. For quality assurance purposes, all questionnaires were double-entered and internal consistency checks were performed. Procedures and standard programs developed under the global MICS programme and adapted to the Palestinian Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey questionnaire were used throughout. Data processing began simultaneously with data collection in February /2014 and was completed in July /2014. Data were analysed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) software, Version 19. Model syntax and tabulation plans developed by UNICEF were customized and used for this purpose. 
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