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Notes for Users 

· PCBS has adopted the System of Health Accounts 2000 issued by Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) as a comprehensive framework for  health statistics.
· Data of government health expenditure were derived from the total expenditure on salaries and wages, operating expenses and capital expenditures. 
· Government transactions (salaries and wages, operational expenses, capital expenses, and treatment abroad) computed in Israeli Shekel (NIS) but the data were published in USD dollar, so part of change in value of medical treatment outside due to USD-NIS exchange rate. The following table  presents USD-NIS exchange rate evolution over the period 2012-2013:
 
	2013
	2012
	                                                                                                   Indicator                                                                                 Year 

	3.6100
	3.8551
	 Exchange rate USD compared with NIS,  annual average



· (-): Data unavailable from sources and can't be determined if it is equal to zero or not applied.
· Percentage of total health expenditure to gross domestic product (GDP) for year 2012 was  adjusted according to revised data of national accounts indicators 1994-2012.
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Introduction

As the primary provider of official statistics for Palestine, PCBS has strived to develop the Palestinian Health Accounts to provide accurate indicators on the status of health expenditures in Palestine  to inform policy and decision making.

The Palestinian health accounts are designed to provide a systematic statistical description of the health sector as a whole. The report also provides detailed statistics on transactions  among the various components of the health sector as well as between the health sector and the rest of the world.  In order to measure growth rates and economic trends in the performance of the health sector and its cycle over years, it is necessary to develop a systematic time series and comprehensive framework for the compilation of national health accounts. This tool will facilitate comparisons over different years and consequently data analysis.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]PCBS, in the cooperation of Ministry of health has adopted the OECD System of Health Accounts 2000 as the comprehensive framework for all health statistics.  The compilation of time series data for national health accounts for 2000-2012 required a revision of various methodologies and hypotheses to ensure relevancy within the Palestinian context. The Health Accounts report team demonstrated competence and commitment to developing a Palestinian health accounts system.  The team has completed work on 2013 data.

The main objective  behind compiling the Palestinian health accounts is to establish a database  for health services providers’ expenditure on health.

This report presents the main indicators of Palestinian health accounts and PCBS hopes that  it will empower planners and decision makers  in their effort to monitor and upgrade existing health services in Palestine 
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