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Introduction

The Balance of Payments (BOP) is an account measuring transactions between residents and non-residents during a given period.  It is a vital instrument for the analysis of a country's external situation.  It conveys detailed information on receipts and payments between the domestic economy and the rest of the world.  Moreover, it is considered as the peak of efforts in preparing the systematic economic statistics required to observe economic performance in general and to derive the data essential to compile the rest of the world account as a part of National Accounts.
   
BOP is prepared according to the latest international recommendations, namely the fifth edition of the Balance of Payments Manual (BPM5) adopted by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 1993.  BOP consists of two main accounts: the current account and the capital and financial account.  

The PMA and the PCBS announce the preliminary results of the Palestinian Balance of Payments for 2012. 
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