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Chapter One

Demographic Status

 (
A child 
is defined as a
 human being under the age of eighteen years unless, under the applicable 
law
, majority is attained earlier. 
                                                                
                 
(Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 1)
)


Children are an important sector in the society, and a major asset for future community 

Childhood is an important stage when the future life of a child is defined and this has prompted many states to ensure that children are provided care for integrated balanced growth in all aspects of mental, psychological and social health.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by United Nations General Assembly in 1989 constitutes the highest standards of children’s rights and includes a number of principles aimed at providing guarantees for the survival, development and protection of children. The implementation of this Convention requires a supportive environment to meet and cater for the rights of the child.  In addition, decision and policy makers and all workers in the childhood sector should be encouraged to work to achieve the Convention’s goals. 

The environment in which children live is a key element in the evolution and development of the child's physical, mental, and psychological development. It affects the way in which the child is raised, including the formation of ideas and beliefs, as well as perceptions and attitudes towards the core issues relating to the child’s life. This chapter presents the basic statistics about the environment surrounding the Palestinian child in Palestine, including the demographic composition of the population and the social and environmental status in which a Palestinian child lives. 


1.1 Growth Rate
The study of age and gender contributes to understanding demographic changes. Data show that the population in Palestine in mid-2012 was 4.29 million, of whom 2.65 million (61.7%) were in the West Bank and 1.64 million (38.3%) in the Gaza Strip.


















Figure (1-1): Population pyramid in Palestine mid-2012
	

	Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2012. Revised  estimates based on the final results of Population,     Housing and Establishment Census 2007. Ramallah-Palestine




 The Palestinian population pyramid shows a high proportion of individuals under the age of 18 years (47.6%), while the proportion of elderly individuals is low. These percentages indicate high fertility rates and the fact that Palestinian society is a young society with a broad youthful pyramid base. 

Figure (1-2): Estimated natural increase rate of population, 2002-2012
 Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2012.  Revised estimates based on the final results of Population,  Housing and Establishment Census 2007. Ramallah-Palestine    


The decline in mortality rates and the stability of high fertility rates has led to a steep natural growth in population requiring appropriate economic and social policies to deal with the implications of this increase. It has been estimated by PCBS that the rate of natural increase in the population of Palestine was 3.0% in mid-2012. This is one of the highest rates in the world; the average international population growth rate is 1.2%.  Growth in the West Bank was estimated mid-2012 at 2.7% versus 3.5% in the Gaza Strip. 

1.2 Birth Rates
 (
The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents
.                         
                                                                         
(Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 7)
)






Figure (1-3): Estimated crude birth rates by region in selected years

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2013. Revised estimates based on the final results of Population, Housing and Establishment Census 2007. Ramallah-Palestine    

Birth rates are affected directly or indirectly by many factors, including fertility levels, developed health services and the state’s role in maternal and child health care. The number of children below the age of eighteen totaled 2.04 million in Palestine in 2012. The estimates point to a decline in the crude birth rate during the past decade in Palestine: the birth rate was estimated at 42.7 births per thousand of population in 1997 and declined to 32.7 in 2012. This decline is correlated closely with the decline in fertility levels, in addition to the successful implementation of health programs on reproductive health. In 2012, the crude birth rate was 31.1 in the West Bank and 37.3 in the Gaza Strip.

1.3  Mortality
 (
State 
p
arties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health. State 
p
arties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right to access such health care services.
         
                                                                      
(Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 24)
)






The available data reveal that the mortality level is relatively low compared with existing mortality rates in Arab countries. The crude mortality rate has declined in Palestine from 4.9 per thousand in 1997 to 3.9 per thousand in 2012, with differences in the crude mortality rate between the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The estimated crude mortality rate in the West Bank was 5.1 per thousand in 1997 and declined to 4.0 per thousand in 2012, while the crude mortality rate was estimated in the Gaza Strip at 4.7 per thousand in 1997 and declined to 3.8 per thousand in 2012. This indicates improvements in the quality of life, access to medical services and improvements in health awareness among the population and in health services.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Figure (1-4): Estimated crude mortality rates by region in selected years 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2013. Revised estimates based on the final results of Population, Housing and Establishment Census 2007. Ramallah-Palestine    

1.4 Early Marriage
In all societies marriage has social and economic dimensions as well as reflecting cultural elements. Data on marriage and divorce in Palestine in 1997 showed the widespread phenomenon of early marriage, especially for females. In 1997, the median age of females at first marriage was 18.0 years and 23.0 years for males while in 2011 the  median age at first marriage was 20.0 for females and 24.6 years for males. The mean age of marriage among those who hold a bachelor degree or higher was 23.8 years for females and 26.7 years for males in 2011. This reflects the role of education in reducing early marriage among Palestinians. The mean age of marriage for those who hold only a preparatory educational certificate was 17.0 for females and 23.9 for males. Of all women who married in 2011, 22.7% were under the age of eighteen compared with 1.5% of males.

1.5 Fertility

Current Fertility Levels
Data showed specific age and total fertility rates (per thousand women) during the three years preceding the Family Survey in 2010, as evidenced in the Table.  Current birth levels show that a Palestinian woman gives birth to 4.4 children throughout her reproductive life.. It is not anticipated that rates will fall significantly during the coming period as the determinants of fertility are linked to social and economic factors in Palestinian society and also to cultural concepts and traditions. The Table indicates that the total fertility rate is higher in the Gaza Strip than in the West Bank. 

Table (1-1): Age specific and total fertility rates using the direct method by region, 2010

	
Age group
	Region

	
	Palestine 
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	15-19
	67
	65
	70

	20-24
	198
	191
	209

	25-29
	231
	209
	264

	30-34
	197
	171
	244

	35-39
	141
	122
	181

	40-44
	47
	35
	70

	45-49
	6
	4
	10

	Total Fertility Rate
	4.4
	4.0
	5.2


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011.  Palestinian Family Survey 2010: Main Report.   Ramallah- Palestine.
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Gaza Strip	
1997	2000	2005	2009	2010	2011	2012	45.4	44.5	42.2	36.9	37.1	37.200000000000003	37.300000000000004	West Bank	
1997	2000	2005	2009	2010	2011	2012	41.2	38.800000000000004	34.5	30.1	30.1	30.1	30.1	 Palestine 	
1997	2000	2005	2009	2010	2011	2012	42.7	40.9	37.300000000000004	32.700000000000003	32.800000000000004	32.800000000000004	32.700000000000003	Year

Crude birth rates



Gaza Strip	
1997	2000	2005	2009	2010	2011	2012	4.7	4.3	3.9	4.0999999999999996	4	3.9	3.8	West Bank	
1997	2000	2005	2009	2010	2011	2012	5.0999999999999996	4.5999999999999996	4.0999999999999996	4.4000000000000004	4.2	4.0999999999999996	4	 Palestine 	
1997	2000	2005	2009	2010	2011	2012	4.9000000000000004	4.5	4	4.3	4.0999999999999996	4	3.9	Year

crude mortality rates




  
Female	+80	79-75	74-70	69-65	64-60	59-55	54-50	49-45	44-40	39-35	34-30	29-25	24-20	19-15	14-10	9-5	4-0	-13.468	-13.569000000000004	-19.341999999999999	-25.628	-32.44	-43.856999999999999	-61.832000000000001	-79.548000000000002	-96.741000000000227	-115.593	-134.68700000000001	-165.62800000000001	-212.94399999999999	-247.94299999999998	-261.88	-279.16199999999969	-308.66500000000002	Male	+80	79-75	74-70	69-65	64-60	59-55	54-50	49-45	44-40	39-35	34-30	29-25	24-20	19-15	14-10	9-5	4-0	9.5350000000000001	9.2889999999999997	13.81	20.725999999999939	30.695	45.429000000000002	66.637	85.418999999999997	100.18499999999999	118.64100000000002	140.31700000000001	173.155	221.815	258.31700000000001	273.459	291.09399999999874	321.863	 Age group   



 Number of Population in thousands



GazaStrip	
2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	3.2	3.3	3.4	3.4	3.4	3.2	3.2	3.3	3.3	3.3	3.5	West Bank	
2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2.5	2.5	2.7	2.7	2.7	2.7	2.7	2.7	2.7	2.6	2.7	 Palestine 	
2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2.8	2.8	3	3	3	2.9	2.9	2.9	2.9	2.9	3	Year

Rate natural increase 
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