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Chapter Five

Children In Need of Special Protection



This chapter attempts to analyze data and information on a specific group referred to as children in need of special protection. This group comprises various sub-groups of children who experience difficult living circumstances that hamper their mental and physical well-being. Sub-groups are usually identified according to the type of difficulty they encounter due to:

· Children’s separation from their parents due to institutionalization, hospitalization, family de-unification, adoption, or deprivation from family environment (CRC, Articles 9, 10, 20, and 21). 
· Other sub-groups in need of special protection are children subject to all kinds of physical, sexual and mental/emotional abuse (CRC, Articles 19 and 34).
· Disabled children (CRC, Articles 23).
· Poor children (CRC, Articles 26 and 27).
· Employed children (CRC, Article 32).
· Children exploited for the use, sale and trafficking of drugs (CRC, Article 35).
· Children deprived of their liberty or receiving juvenile institutional care (CRC, Articles 37 and 40). 
· Children afflicted by violence and armed conflicts (CRC, Articles 38 and 39).


Although many countries make serious efforts to ensure children’s full enjoyment of their rights as stated in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child-1989, this Convention has not yet been implemented everywhere due to the number of uncontrollable political, economic and social factors involved. Undoubtedly, all these factors have negative effects on children in general, especially those in need of special protection. Children may also experience dramatic events resulting from individuals within their environment such as negligence, abuse, exploitation and violence from those who should be their caretakers.

















5.1 Children Living in Poverty 
Only 20.8% of Palestinian households are childless, while the majority of Palestinian households (79.2%) have children. Hence, meaningful comparisons of poverty should be carried out for households with different numbers of children rather than merely between households with or without children. 

The poverty rate in 2011 indicated that the total distribution of poverty among Palestinian households was 20.7% (using consumption data), of which 22.7% was among households with children and 13.2% among households without children.

More significantly, poverty data indicated that 14.5% of households in the West Bank suffered from poverty in 2011 (15.7% of households with children and 10.5% of households without children). In the Gaza Strip, 32.6% of households suffered from poverty in 2011 (34.6% of households with children and 21.1% of households without children).

Table (5-1): Likelihood of poverty according 
to households monthly consumption by region in 2011

	Region
	With Children
	Without Children
	Total

	
	Value
	Contribution
	Value
	Contribution
	Value
	Contribution

	Palestine
	22.7
	100
	13.2
	100
	20.7
	100.0

	West Bank
	15.7
	43.7
	10.5
	60.2
	14.5
	45.9

	Gaza Strip
	34.6
	56.3
	21.1
	39.8
	32.6
	54.1


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2013. Database of Palestinian Expenditure and Consumption Survey, 2011. (Unpublished data) Ramallah- Palestine.


In 2011, 27.2% of children in Palestine were poor: 18.4% in the West Bank and 39.3% in the Gaza Strip.


Table (5-2): Percentage of children in poverty by region in 2011

	Region
	Poverty
	Deep Poverty

	Palestine
	27.2
	13.9

	West Bank
	18.4
	8.2

	Gaza Strip
	39.3
	21.9


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2013. Database of Palestinian Expenditure and Consumption Survey, 2011. (Unpublished data) Ramallah- Palestine.


5.2 Number of Childen in Household
With the exception of childless households, the incidence of poverty increases consistently by the additional number of children in a household. Households with the lowest incidence of poverty are those with one to two children. The picture remains essentially the same when other poverty indexes are used to reflect the depth of poverty.



Table (5-3):  Likelihood of poverty in households according to households monthly consumption by number of children in household, 2011

	Number of Childen
	Poverty

	
	                Value
	Contribution

	0
	13.2
	13.3

	1-2
	14.5
	17.1

	3-4
	20.4
	31.0

	5-6
	31.3
	27.1

	7+
	45.0
	11.5

	Total
	20.7
	100


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2013. Database of Palestinian Expenditure and Consumption Survey, 2011.(Unpublished data) Ramallah- Palestine.


5.3 Child Labor
Children in the 10-17 age group in Palestine during 2012 accounted for 19.7% of the total population. The results of the Labor Force Survey of 2012 showed that 4.1% of all children were in paid or unpaid employment: 7.5% males and 0.6% females (5.8% in the West Bank and 1.5% in the Gaza Strip) in 2012.

The Concept of Child Labor
It was recently acknowledged that one must differentiate between two kinds of child labor: 'acceptable' and 'unacceptable' kinds because an overall and general look at all child labor distorts the problem. This view adds to the difficulties related to ending violations.  The extent of the impact of child labor on a child’s growth is the main criterion used to determine if labor is a problem. For example, safe work for adults may be harmful for children. The following are the main characteristics of growth in children which may be affected by child labor: physical growth, including general health, physiological growth, sight and hearing, intellecual development, reading, writing, calculating and gaining knowledge required for daily life, emotional development; self esteem, family unity, love and acceptance of others, social and moral development; being a member of a group, cooperation and distinguishing between right and wrong.

The prevalence of child labor in Palestinian society has become a cause for concern which demands greater investigation and effective procedures to prevent it from becoming more common. Many studies in different countries have highlighted the negative impact of this phenomenon on the political, social and economic structure of society and the future of the young. It is also a severe violation of the most basic of children's rights. The argument in this area has two main dimensions: the use of laws to eradicate this phenomenon and an in-depth understanding of the social, cultural, economical and political factors causing, reinforcing and controlling it.












Table (5-4): Percentage distribution of children 10-17 years by employment status and selected characteristics, 2012
	Background Characteristics
	Employed
	Unemployed
	Total

	Palestine
	4.1
	95.9
	100

	West Bank
	5.8
	94.2
	100

	Gaza Strip
	1.5
	98.5
	100

	
Sex
	
	
	

	Males
	7.5
	92.5
	100

	Females
	0.6
	99.4
	100

	
Age
	
	
	

	10-14
	2.1
	97.9
	100

	15-17
	7.7
	92.3
	100


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2013. Labor Force 2012- Labor Force Database. (Unpublished data)- Ramallah- Palestine. 


The Educational Status of Children in Labor
There is a relationship between employed children and their educational level and attainment, the family’s economic status and the social position concerning education because working entails leaving school. About 28.5% of children not attending school are employed. Consequently, their earning continues to be low even in adulthood. In some cases, some parents consider education a waste of time. They sometimes 'sacrifice' by having one or two sons leave school and contribute to the family income to educate their brothers. Expenses of education, to some families, are considered a direct loss (fees, stationery and clothes) and an indirect loss (losing the child's anticipated income) all of which makes children’s education a heavy burden on parents. Sometimes, children do not go to school or drop out for many reasons: failing in the class, which is harmful to a child's psychological state or costly to poor families, physical punishment and continuous beating, unsuitable times of study for children working in agriculture, the place of study is too far (mainly for girls) and the absence of transportation. 

In addition, 2.2% of children who attend school are employed (3.4% in the West Bank and     0.3% in the Gaza Strip: 4.0% males and 0.5% females) while 28.5% do not attend school (34.3% in the West Bank and 18.2% in the Gaza Strip: 38.5% males and 2.8% females).

 Table (5-5): Percentage distribution of children 10-17 years by school attendance, labour force status, region and sex, 2012
	Region and Sex
	Attending school
	Not-attending school

	
	Work
	Not work
	Work
	Not work

	Palestine
	2.2
	97.8
	28.5
	71.5

	West Bank
	3.4
	96.6
	34.3
	65.7

	Gaza Strip
	0.3
	99.7
	18.2
	81.8

	Sex
	
	
	
	

	Males
	4.0
	96.0
	38.5
	61.5

	Females
	0.5
	99.5
	2.8
	97.2


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2013. Labor Force Survey 2012 -  Labor Force Database. (Unpublished data)- Ramallah- Palestine. 


Children Who are Unpaid Family Workers
Working in agriculture is the most common job for children. They participate in carrying water, grazing animals, picking crops, and eventually even more tiring jobs. Such jobs may be useful if confined to that work or income-generating activities as they can create self- reliance and confidence, but children’s participation in family work is of no value. It takes their time away from their studies, halts the growth of their delicate bodies and deprives them of enjoying their rights. 

About 56.9% of working children in Palestine work for their families as unpaid workers: 95.5% females and 54.0% males. Around 37.4% are paid and work outside the family: 2.6% females and 40.0% males and 5.6% are employers or self-employed. Moreover, 38.5% of working children in Palestine work in agriculture (42.9% in West Bank and 12.2%  in Gaza Strip), while 30.0% work in commerce, restaurants and hotels (27.9% in West Bank and 42.5% in Gaza Strip). Additionally, 31.5% work in other economic activities such as the recycling industry, construction, transportation or services sectors: 29.2% in West Bank and 45.3% in Gaza Strip.

Table (5-6): Percentage distribution of employed children 10-17 years by economy activity and region, 2012
	Economic Activity
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Palestine

	Agricultural, hunting & foresting
	42.9
	12.2
	38.5

	Commerce, restaurants & hotels
	27.9
	42.5
	30.0

	
Other economic activities
	29.2
	45.3
	31.5

	Total
	100
	100
	100


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2013. Labor Force Survey 2012-  Labor Force Database.(Unpublished data)- Ramallah- Palestine. 
 
The average daily wage for children (10-17) years was 43.1 shekels with average weekly working hours of 46.0 hours in 2012.

5.4 Inadequate Care for Children Under Five Years
The survey found that 13.4% of children under the age of five received inadequate care in the week that preceded the survey; care is insufficient if children are left alone or under the care of other children below the age of 10 years for more than one hour. The figures were 16.1% in 

the West Bank and 9.7% in Gaza Strip in 2010.

By locality, the highest percentage of children who received inadequate care during the previous week was in rural areas (15.4%), followed by refugee camps (14.1%) and urban  areas (12.9%).



















Figure (5-1): Percentage of children aged 0-59 months left in the care of other children under the age of 10 years or left alone by region, type of locality 2010

  Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011.  Palestinian Family Survey 2010,  Main Report.   Ramallah-     Palestine.

5.5  Violence Against Children

About 3% of male children aged 12-17 years were exposed to physical violence from the occupation forces during the 12 months prior to July 2011, comprising 5% in the West Bank compared to 0.3% in the Gaza Strip. The percentage was 0.4% among females aged12-17 years: 0.7% in the West Bank and no cases reported in the Gaza Strip due to the absence of direct contact with occupation forces in that area. 

About 6% of male children aged 12-17 years were exposed to psychological violence by occupation forces and settlers during the 12 months before July 2011:  8.7% in the West Bank compared to 0.8% in the Gaza Strip.  This percentage was 1.2% for females: 1.7% in the West Bank compared to 0.4% in the Gaza Strip. 

Figure (5-2): Percentage of children (12-17 years) exposed to physical violence from the occupation forces during the 12 months that preceded July 2011 by sex and region


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011. Press Release Main Findings of Violence Survey in Palestinian Society, 2011.  Ramallah - Palestine.
Children Exposed to Violence in Educational Institutions
More than one fifth of students aged 12-17 years were exposed to psychological violence at school during the 12 months that preceded July 2011: 21.6% in the West Bank compared to 22.7% in the Gaza Strip.  The results indicated that psychological violence was the most common abuse against students by their colleagues or teachers: 25.0% by friends and 27.6% by teachers. Physical violence by teachers was reported by 21.4% compared to 14.2% who reported fellow students.

Table (5-7): Percentage of children 12-17 years exposed to physical or psychological violence from students or teachers during the 12 months that preceded July 2011 by sex and region
	Region
	Palestine 
	Sex

	Gaza Strip
	West Bank
	
	

	22.7
	21.6
	22.0
	Both Sexes

	28.6
	28.7
	28.7
	Males

	16.7
	15.1
	15.1
	Females 


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011.  Press Release Main Findings of Violence Survey in Palestinian Society, 2011.  Ramallah – Palestine.

Table ( 5-8): Percentage of children 12-17 years exposed to a form of violence at least once by a parent during the 12 months that preceded July 2011 by region

	Mother
	Father
	Exposed to Violence
	Region

	Physical Violence
	Psychological Violence
	Physical Violence
	Psychological Violence
	
	

	34.5
	66.4
	34.4
	69.0
	51.0
	Palestine

	27.7
	61.9
	28.7
	64.7
	45.8
	West Bank

	45.2
	73.3
	43.2
	75.9
	59.4
	Gaza Strip


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011.  Press Release Main Findings of Violence Survey in Palestinian Society, 2011.  Ramallah – Palestine.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Parents First to Practice Violence Against Children 
In 2011, 51.0% of children aged 12-17 years were exposed to violence inside the household by an individual member of the household: 45.8% in the West Bank compared to 59.4% in the Gaza Strip. Of these children, 69.0% were exposed to psychological violence and 34.4% to physical violence by their parents compared to 66.4% exposed to psychological violence  and 34.5% to physical violence by their mothers. 

Two-thirds of children who were exposed to violence ask a parent for help
In children who had been subjected to violence, 70.8% confided in a parent, 30.1% confided in a brother or sister and 28.6% confided in a friend. Data also revealed that 20.2% of children confided in a social worker in school and 12.3% confided in a teacher.




5.6 Detained Children 

No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily. The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with the law and shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time. (Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 37).

The Israeli occupation deprives detained Palestinian children of their basic rights awarded by international agreements regardless of religion, race or ethnicity. These rights prohibit random imprisonment and guarantee the right to know the reason for imprisonment, the right to a lawyer, informing families of the reason and place of their children’s imprisonment, connections with the outside word, refuting the allegations and receiving humane and dignified treatment.  Many international charters state that torturing children is taboo in prisons and jails:

"Torturing, severe punishment, inhuman and undignified treatment are prohibited.
"( International Declaration of Human Rights, Article 5).

“Every member country undertakes that all kinds or torturing are war crimes in its criminal law including any person involved in torturing." 
(Convention Against Torture, Article 4).

"No exceptional conditions such as war condition or threatening by war or any political instability or crises and emergency cases are excuses for torturing."
(Convention Against Torture, Article 2-2).

"Each is prohibited from taking any measure of such a character as to cause the physical suffering or extermination of Protected Persons in their hands. This prohibition applies not only to murder, torture, corporal punishments, mutilation, and medical or scientific experiments not necessitated by the medical treament of a Protected Person but also to any other measures of brutality whether applied by civilian or miltiary agents.” 
(The Fourth Geneva Convention, Article 32)
Despite these charters and international agreements, Israel violates these norms and practices by using extreme forms of psychological and physical punishment against Palestinian children in jails, not only during interrogation but during other stages.

These citations cover young and old individuals, but the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 37-d, states that: "Every child deprived of his or her liberty shall have the right to prompt access to legal and other appropriate assistance…before a court or other competent, independent and impartial authority…” 

In many cases, lawyers do not have easy access to their clients, who are also judged in courts for adults. Moreover, children in Jerusalem are jailed with Jewish criminals who threaten their lives. It should be noted that Israel is a signatory to all treaties and international charters for children.

Israel practices racial discrimination against Palestinian children and exercises double standards in the law when dealing with Jewish children, who receive a fair judgment. Furthermore, Israel considers Jewish children to be those under 18 years of age while Palestinian children are those under 16 years old.

According to data from the Ministry for Detainees and Prisoners for 2013, the Israeli occupation authorities are holding 198 children in the 13-18 age group amid harsh conditions and flagrant violations of all rights. Detained children constitute about 4.2% of all detainees in Israeli jails.  Among the detained children, there are 25 children held under administrative detention without charge. Hundreds of detainees were arrested when they were children and are now over the age of 18 years but remain in captivity inside Israeli jails.


According to the same source, the Israeli occupation authorities use harsh methods of arrest and interrogation of Palestinian children. They deprive detained children of the most basic rights granted by international and human rights conventions, specifically the right to not be subjected to arbitrary arrest, the right to know the reason for the arrest, the right to have an attorney, the right of families to know the cause and place of detention, the right to appear before a judge, the right to object to charges and challenge them, the right to communicate with the outside world, and the right to humane treatment that maintains the dignity of the detained child.

Torture of Children in Israeli jails
According to data from the Ministry for Detainees and Prisoners of 2013, the Israeli occupation authorities used detention and interrogation methods against children  in the same manner as with adult detainees. Child detainees are subjected from the moment of arrest to varying types of torture, humiliation and cruel treatment. Child detainees are forcefully and brutally taken from their homes late at night and are subjected to degrading treatment while being transported to detention centers. 	Comment by karen: the sentence deleted after this was repetition of what we just said

Interrogation methods of children include beating, with a focus on the upper body parts and head, burning the body with a cigarette, threats to deport their families, head sacking, blowing up homes, cuffing hands and legs, blindfolding, the use of electric shocks, and ghosting (forced to stand up against the wall with hands up for long period of time). In addition,  the Israeli authorities exercise inhumane interrogation methods that include deprivation of sleep for several days, applying psychological stress, insults and verbal abuse, as well as violent shaking (carrying the child and shaking him frequently until the child loses consciousness).

Detained children are also subjected to methods of torture such as spraying them with cold and hot water for long periods, forcing them to eat ice cubes, in addition to applying loud noise to the ears causing great harm and psychological stress to the detained child.

According to the same source, the most serious type of torture and interrogation that children suffer is to confine them in a detention room, notoriously known as "disgrace rooms",  with collaborators in order to extract confessions by deceit, along with threatening detained children with imprisonment for long periods, demolition of their homes or the arrest of family members if they do not cooperate with Israeli intelligence.
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