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Executive Summary

This study aimed to end up with a comprehensive study concerning the animal and plant production sectors in regard to current situation, major obstacles and prospective for future. 

The study focused on answering major questions related to productivity per class of animal(dairy cattle, sheep, goats, poultry, fisheries and bee hives) and plant crop (fruit trees, field crops, vegetables), feasibility of the various agricultural activities under local farming conditions, methods to decrease cost of unit output. Issues as marketing of agricultural products, feed and health care problems as well as pesticides use and agricultural extension were also considered and analyzed.

 The study shows the points of strength and weakness of the Palestinian agricultural sector. The points of strength were that the Palestinian agricultural sector enjoys diversity in climatic conditions, the number of planted crops, the potential for increasing irrigated lands, and in the suitability to adopt the modern production and post-harvest technologies which give agriculture the potential for improvement and development. The potential exists; therefore, to increase self sufficiency and to generate more money from exportation, especially when the detrimental practices of the Israeli occupation forces are ceased. However, points of weakness were the Israeli measures in regard to confiscation of lands and restriction on movement beside the legislations on import and export. Other points are the lack of infra structure, lack of scientific research and poor marketing and the governmental extension services. Statistical analysis showed the significant relation between livestock numbers and value with time. However, this relation was not the same in regard to fruit trees, vegetables and the field crops. 

The study presented the most important obstacles that threaten the local agriculture sector with suggested solutions. In conclusion, the agriculture survey of 2010 was appropriate for  livestock but not accurate for plant production sector. The most important problem facing the agricultural sector is the problem of marketing. This problem is related to both the production process and the marketing channels. The problems related to productivity can be improved through increasing the farmers technical skills. Seasonal production timing is a crucial issue that need to be further studied and analyzed for the different production region. The Israeli measures in restricting the movement of goods from place to another and the imposing of road blocks beside controlling the import and export to foreign countries negatively affected the marketing process. Lack of storage after harvest is another problem which affect the quality of the products.  Some recommendations were proposed by the study. The use of improved strains of field crops and fruit trees, good range management, application of biotechnology and integrated farming system is very vital for the development of the agricultural sector. 

The study recommended the efficient  use of local resources as possible (forages and water harvest). The role of both government and private sector in improving the agricultural sector was analyzed. Official legislations that facilitate and monitor the agricultural activities at different levels have important impact on local agriculture through legislations related to import, export, licensing, range management, use of chemicals and vaccines. 

The study showed the important of cooperation between universities, research centers and the government. Gaps among the agriculture research centers and universities and government should be bridged for the benefit of agriculture. In regard to animal production sector, the study recommended some practices and solutions to the feed problem. The use of alternative feeds is very important to improve the animal production sector. However, animal production cooperatives should have role in the development of the animal production sector. The current situation and role of the agricultural extension was also discussed and analyzed.

image1.png




