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Preface

The PHC-2007 is an important pillar of the national development process. It is a primary prerequisite for the socioeconomic planning. Furthermore, it helps reinforcing the Palestinian sovereignty on the ground. Countries around the world usually conduct censuses every decade according to the degree of population stability, the amount of potential changes in the demographic characteristics and the availability of the financial resources. 

Realizing the importance of bridging the gap between society’s statistical needs the current situation in the Palestinian Territory conducted the first national population, housing and establishment Census in 1997.  PHC-2007 has been conducted for legal, development and statistical considerations. Success is vehemently attributed to the colossal efforts exerted by the national census team and the continuous support of the Palestinian leadership. 

The main objective of the PHC-2007 is to update statistical data on the Palestinian population, housing units, economic establishments and agricultural holdings,  and to provide small area statistics to the planners and decision makers. PHC-2007 will contribute to realizing a balanced and comprehensive development in all sectors. 

PHC-2007 was designed and implemented in accordance with the United Nations principles and recommendations of Population and housing census taking into consideration the local Palestinian needs.  Special attention was given to affording complete and adequate data on the size, structure, distribution and characteristics of the demographic, economic and social components of the Palestinian population; the characteristics of housing units; the number and characteristics of the economic establishments and making an inventory of the agricultural holdings. Consequently, obtained statistical data will foster and support the role and efficiency of planning both on the national and local governments levels.

In an effort of PCBS to provide the users with the census results as soon as possible, the national census team made every possible effort to fulfill that, where we were able to publish the preliminary results of the census after five weeks of the end of the census fieldwork events and this is considered a record time compared to other countries.  In addition the final results of buildings and establishments for Palestinian Territory were disseminated.  In a continuation of this approach this report comes as a part of detailed reports about population at governorate level. 

PCBS and the national census team are pleased to present this report which contains the census final results in Dier al Balah Governorate. Hoping to be a reference for all planners, decision makers and policy makers in the public and private sectors and civil society institutions. 


	May, 2012
	
	
	Ola Awad
President of PCBS





















































Important Notes

· For more information about the methodology and data quality, please refer to the report titled "Census Final Results- population Report- Gaza Strip  ", which is available at:
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Portals/_PCBS/Downloads/book1860.pdf

· Population and socio-economic data are based on the actually enumerated population and doesn’t include uncounted population estimates according to the post enumeration survey.  

· In some tables the total of percentages might not add up to 100% due to rounding.

· A set of special symbols were used in the tables of this report. The representation of these symbols are:

(-) Nil.
(0.0) less than 0.05%.
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