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Important Remarks

Based on the definition of ‘agricultural holding’ used in the collection of data for the agricultural census, the following remarks should be taken into consideration:

1. Data were not collected for cultivated areas where the total surface area was less than one dunum for open cultivated areas, or less than half a dunum for protected cultivated areas.
2. Areas that had not been cultivated or serviced (by plowing, pruning, spraying, etc., for five years or more) were not calculated as part of the total ​​area of cultivated land.

3. Data were not collected for any livestock that did not meet the conditions for a livestock holding: The holder should have any number of cattle or camels, at least five head of sheep, goats, or pigs, at least 50 poultry birds (layers and broilers), or 50 rabbits, or other poultry like turkeys, ducks, fer, or a mixture of them, or at least three beehives controlled by the holder.

4. The area of cultivated land differs from the total area cultivated with tree horticulture, vegetables, and field crops according to the pattern of agriculture at governorate level in terms of permanent and temporary crops so that:

· The cultivated land area could be greater than the total area cultivated with tree horticulture, vegetables, and field crops according to the scattered cultivation of permanent crops, concentrated according to the standard area for each type of tree.

· The cultivated land area could be less than the total area cultivated with tree horticulture, vegetables, and field crops according to repeated cultivation in parcels on the basis of seasonal cultivation.
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Introduction
Modern and accurate statistics are essential to establish national policies at all levels. Accordingly, the PCBS has striven since its establishment to collect and disseminate official statistics which meet international standards and concepts and are in accordance with Palestinian national requirements.  In this regard, PCBS has conducted population, social and economic surveys, plus two censuses on population, housing and establishments in 1997 and 2007, in addition to developing various administrative records. In order to provide comprehensive statistics in all domains, PCBS launched the first census on agriculture in 2010 in the Palestinian Territory in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and the Union of Agricultural Work Committees.

The PCBS mandate is to develop and maintain the Palestinian National Statistics System based on professional principles and responsive to the needs of users, and capable of providing accurate, neutral, comprehensive and high quality official statistics which meet international standards in all areas. This should improve the capacity building of Palestinian national establishments in economic, social and environmental development and enhance the establishment of better developmental policies.  The provision of statistical data will assist in planning at every level, in addition to developing and unifying standards and concepts of economic, social, population and geographic domains.   

From the initial planning phase of the agriculture census, PCBS has sought full coordination and consultation with stakeholders to identify needs in agriculture-related statistics necessary for the development of this sector, and also to mobilize all partners to participate in the implementation of this first-ever census. Activities included bilateral consultation meetings, seminars, and workshops with public and private sectors and civil society institutions to ensure that the output of the agriculture census reflects national priorities and is comparable internationally.

We are pleased to release this press conference which contains the final results of the agriculture census 2010 in the Palestinian Territory. The press conference consists of three chapters arranged in a manner that displays the results easily. It also provides the data user with comprehensive documentation of the agriculture census implementation procedures.

The first chapter displays the main results of the census. The second chapter displays the census methodology followed in the planning and conducting of the census, including the census questionnaire and study population: it also documents the field work including the training, data collection and processing, plus evaluation of the quality of the statistical data collected. The third chapter describes the scientific terms and concepts adopted in the census.  It is hoped that this census will provide the data necessary to build and develop the agricultural sector and to assist policy and decision makers in the process of national development. 
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This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006











