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Preface

Israeli settlement activities in the Palestinian Territory constitute the most serious danger of the Israeli occupation that hampers the establishment of a viable national Palestinian state in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Guided by the Israeli government, the majority of Israeli organizations and institutions are working on the implementation of an organized program that aims to expand the settlements in the Palestinian Territory. Indeed, the settlements network and the accompanied changes in the demographical and topographical aspects are the main obstacle to establish a Palestinian state in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip with geographical continuity.

The Israeli settlement movement does not only affect the political and security stability in the Palestinian Territory. It also destroys the social, economic, and environmental balance of the Palestinian society and the Palestinian land. This movement retards the development of the Palestinian society, pollutes the Palestinian environment, plays a significant role in controlling, destroying and cantonizing the Palestinian society and Territory. Moreover, the Israeli settlements are used as military bases to launch their continued war, incursions and hostilities against the Palestinian people. The effects of building Israeli settlements on Palestinian land have been devastating to Palestinian localities, which pay a heavy price for the expansion of such settlements, and for the daily assaults of Israeli settlers which are seen and heard by Israeli soldiers without taking any action to halt such activities.

We have continued to publish annual reports in this series which represents the main developments in Israeli settlement activities in the Palestinian Territory. We have focused on presenting quantitative descriptions of a number of main indicators related to settlements and settlers.  

This report contains statistical data about the population and geographic indicators of the Israeli settlements in the West Bank.  This report presents statistical information about the number of settlers and levels and nature of settling, in addition to the geographical spread, ruling ideology and other related subjects.

 

PCBS hopes that the main findings of this report will contribute to building a general frame about the situation of the Israeli settlements in the West Bank, in addition to providing reliable and useful statistics for Palestinian planners and decision-makers.
	August, 2010
	
	Ola Awad

	
	
	Acting President of PCBS
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Executive Summary

According to 2009 data, the number of settlements in the West Bank totaled 144, the most of them were in Jerusalem Governorate (26 Settlements) 16 of them were Annexed by Israel. 

Data indicate that the number of settlers in the West Bank at the end of 2009 reached 517,774 settlers including. 

Data shows that most of settlers live in Jerusalem Governorate (267,325 Settlers) 201,273 of them in (J1), then Ramallah & Al-Bireh Governorate (92,625 Settlers), then Bethlehem Governorate (57,325 Settlers), then Salfit Governorate (31,404 Settlers).  While the minimum number of settlers found in Tubas Governorates of (1,340 Settlers).

Stage One, 1976-1967: Settlement building was established selectively, within a colonization policy based on quality, not quantity; settlements in this stage were concentrated in Jerusalem and the Jordan Valley, inspired by the Allon Plan

Stage Two, 1984-1977: During this stage there was an growing influential settlement movement for building and expanding settlements horizontally, the most important plans/ projects during this stage could be summarized as follows: Sharon's Plan, Matityahu Drobls Plan and Gush Emunim Plan. 

Stage Three, 1985-1990:  At this stage colonialism re-accelerated - in terms of quantity - to the pace of the first stage.

Stage Four, 1991-2009: During this stage, the pace of settlement expansions sharply decreased. There was no building of new settlements in the years 1992-1995 and 1999-2009, for the first time since the Israeli occupation of Palestinian Territories began, due to the peace process and international pressure on Israel to freeze colonialism, and due to the absence of political stability in Israel during that stage.

The Israeli Occupation Authorities resorted to expand existing settlements during this period in order to compensate for the lack of new settlements, both through increasing population and establishment of new “neighborhoods” within the existing settlements. In addition, beginning with the establishment of the Annexation and Expansion Wall in June 2002, which was designed as a result of internal negotiations between the Israeli government and settler leaders, 88% of settlers were now inside the Annexation and Expansion Wall. 

In the same period settlers established new outposts; the total of outposts reached was 205 by the year 2009.

Overall, the number of settlements increased between 1967 and 2009 from 1 settlement in 1967 to 144 in 2009.  

Settlers in the Palestinian Territory increased their numbers by more than 40 times during the period 1972-2009. In comparison.

In 2009, the number of urban settlements reached 45 in West Bank, 22 of them in Jerusalem Governorate, settlers of this type of settlements represent 87.9% of the total settlers in the West Bank, settlers of this type concentrated in Jerusalem Governorate, then Ramallah & Al-Bireh Governorate, then Bethlehem Governorate, then Qalqiliya Governorate then Salfit Governorate. There are no urban settlements in Jenin, Tubas, Tulkarm, and Jericho & Al-Aghwar Governorates.

Rural Settlement were classified according to the Overwhelming Ideology as:  Religious, Secular, Mixed settlements

The settlers’ population of rural settlements is distributed among 99 settlements, including 38 religious settlements with a population of 37,494 settlers, 36 secular settlements with a population of 10,576 settlers, and 8 mixed settlements with a population of 8,275 settlers.  There are no available data with respect to religious ideology of the remaining settlements.
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