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Preface
The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has strived since its inception to build and further develop Palestine’s official statistics that is tailored to the needs of society and in accordance with the international recommendations.


As women are considered important contributor in comprehensive development, PCBS has given the production of gender statistics a high priority and ensured the availability of all possible indicators by gender to serve planning and policy making in achieving women empowerment and active participation in society.

PCBS has since 1996, through its Gender Statistics Program, developed comprehensive database on a range of gender relevant indicators in Palestine, and disseminated series of annual reports on the status of women and men identifying the gaps in their rights.

This report is the eighth in a series of specialized reports on gender issues disseminated by PCBS to shed light on the status of women and men in the Palestinian society and to provide adequate data necessary for related policy-making.

PCBS hopes that this report constitutes an effective tool in strengthening the basis of statistical data and indicators on women and men, and raises awareness among policy makers, planners and non-governmental organizations and advocates on gender issues.
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Executive Summary

Population

· The Palestinian society can be described as a young one where the percentage of persons aged less than 15 years reached 41.7% in the mid of 2009 distributed as 42.1% for males and 41.6% for females. The increase of the population in the age group (less than 15 years) could be referred to the high fertility rate in the Palestinian society. On the other hand, the percentage of youth (15-29 years) reached 29.1% while the percentage of elderly (65 years and over) amounted to 3.0% of total population in the mid of 2009.
· More than half of women in the Palestinian Territory during the year 2007 were married compared to 49.7%  for men. However, the percentage of single women is lower than men at 40.8% and 49.0% respectively; while the percentage of widowed women reached 5.8% compared to 0.6% for widowed men. 

· The percentage of “never married” females in the age group (30 years and over) reached 11.5% compared to 3.7% for males in 2007.

Education

· The percentage of increase in literacy rate among females aged 15 years and over significantly exceeds that for males (4 times higher) during the period 2000-2009.

· The percentage of enrolled females in the secondary education is higher than the percentage of enrolled males (53.2% and 46.8% respectively). However, the percentage of enrolled males and enrolled females in the elementary stage are nearly equal in scholastic year 2008/2009.

· Students in the secondary stage for the academic year 2008/2009 still significantly prefer enroll in scientific disciplines and humanities compared with other professional disciplines. From gender perspective, female students turn to humanities education more than males according to the data of the scholastic year 2008/2009.
  Culture

· About 45.7% of persons (10 years and over) listen to the radio in the Palestinian Territory during 2009 distributed as 46.9% for males and 44.5% for females. Although these percentages increase in the urban areas to reach about 48.5% for males and 44.8% for females, followed by rural areas and then camps.

· About 34.9% of male read newspapers compared to 28.0% of females.

· Women have greater interest than men in reading books. Results indicate that about 58.0% of males read books during 2009 compared to 64.2% for females. The reading habit among females reached 67.1% in the West Bank  compared with 59.4% in Gaza Strip.

Information Society

· About quarter of females (26.2%) use internet during 2009 compared to 38.2% of males.

· About 51.3% of females use computers during 2009 compared to 62.9%        of males.

· About 41.6% of females owned a cellular phone during 2009 compared to 66.7% of males.

Labor Force

· The participation rate of women in labor force during the year 2001 was (10.3%) and increased up to 15.5% in 2009. The participation rate of men in labor force had witnessed changes during 2001-2009; increased from 66.8% in 2001 to 67.0% in 2009. 

· The majority of women participated in labor force those who have (13 years of schooling and above); while the majority of men participated in labor force those who have (10-12  years of schooling) in 2009.
· Women participation in the labor market still concentrated in agriculture (20.5%) and service (61.8%) in 2009.
· About 66.4% of employed women are paid employee compared to 67.1% of men. The percentage of women who are employer is lower compared to men at 1.6% and 7.3% respectively in 2009.

Public Life and Al - Intifada

· About 13.0% of the members of the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC) elected in 2006 were females; while the percentage of female members is higher in Gaza Strip compared to the West Bank with (15.0% and 12.0% respectively).

· Data showed that (94.6%) of the Palestinian National Authority’s ambassadors in the year 2008, were men compared with (5.4%) were women.

· About (88.3%) of the judges in the Palestinian Territory are men; compared to (11.7%) are women judges in 2008. The percentage of female judges in both the West Bank and Gaza Strip are nearly equal with (11.8% and 11.4%) respectively.

· About 14.9% of lawyer practitioners in 2008 in the Palestinian Territory were women compared to 85.1% for men. While the percentage of female lawyer practitioners is higher in the West Bank compared to Gaza Strip with (15.9% and 11.7% respectively).

· The percentage of female martyrs in the Palestinian Territory reached 5.6% of all martyrs (distributed as 5.7% in the West Bank and 5.6 in the Gaza Strip) since the beginning of the Intifada until the end of 2008.

Introduction

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has, since establishment, sought to provide national statistics about various aspects of the demographic, social, economic, and environmental life. PCBS aims to provide policy and decision-makers with the needed statistics for proper utilization in the planning and formulation of policies to meet national development objectives and international needs.

The issue of women has certainly became as a fundamental pillar in the public life of all societies despite of differences in customs, traditions, and concepts. The issue has also become an important platform in the field of research, studies, conferences and international forums. Women's rights, recognition, empowerment, and their active role in society have emerged as fundamental for society development and progress in the political, social and economic life. These developments on the status of women may lead to change in the law, as happened in the development of learning and education theories, as a result of women’s greater involvement in this area. The marginal role of women is a result of the dominance of males on the economic life
.

Women's empowerment does not require the marginalization of men but come through the promotion of women's economic role and active position in the labor market to reach equity in employment, wages, and training. Therefore, social, economic, and political empowerment of women are perquisite for the national development.

This report is another publication by PCBS as part of a series of specialized reports on gender issues, to shed light on the reality of the status of men and women in the Palestinian society and to provide adequate data necessary for policy-making pertinent to gender equity.

The report presents a selected group of key indicators about gender issues from six relevant perspectives; demographic indicators, education, culture and information technology indicators, health indicators, labor force indicators; and indicators about the Intifada and public life. The report is based on different data sources namely the surveys conducted by PCBS (labor force survey, Palestinian family health survey and other surveys) and administrative records of the public and private institutions. The report presents results drawn from data series for the period 2000-2009 to comprehensively reflect on various gender issues.
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